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An A& for transfetring,-_%l—lis Méjgﬁy, éertain Pof-
- {eflions and Rights vefted in the Sierra Leone

- Company, and for fhortening the Duration of the
{aid Company, and for preventing any dealing or

trafficking in the buying or {elling of Slaves within
~ the Colony of Sierra Leone.  [8th Auguf? 1807.]

; HEREAS by an A&, pafled in the Thirty-firft Year of His
S;‘; prefent Majefty’s Reign, intituled, An At for efablifhing a
Company for carrying on Trade between the Kingdom of Creat

Britain and the Coafts, Harbours, and Countries of Africa, and for enabling
the faid Company to hold by Grant from His Maje/ty, His Heirs, and Suc-
ceffors, and from the Native Princes of Africa, a certain Djftrict of Land,
commonly called The Peninfula of Sierra Leong, now wefted in His Majefty
. er belonging to the faid Princes, for the better enabiing the (aid Company to
carry on the faid Trade, it was amongit other Things enacted, That the
feveral Perfons therein named and defcribed fhould be, and they were
thereby created one diftiné and feparate Body Politic and Corporate, by
the Name or Stile of The Sierra Leone Company ; and it was allo enacted,
That it fthould be lawful for His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeflors. to
make unto the faid Company a Grant, by Letters Patent under the Great
Seal of Great Britain, of fo much and fuch Part of all that Lra& or
Diftri&t of Land, fituate and being at Sierra Leone on the Coalt of Africa,
and commonly called or known by the Name or Defcription of Zhe
Peninfula of Sierra Leone, as then already might have, or fhould there-
after, by any Grant, Purchafe, or Ceflion from any of the Kings, Princes,
or Chiefs, having Right, become vefted in His Majeity, His Heirs or
: o 4 C Succeflors,

31 Q.3. c.82,
recited, which
transferred
certain Pol-
feflions of
His Majefty
to the Sierra
Leone Com~
-pany.
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The Letters
Patent grant-
mg fuch Pol-
feflions fhall
he void, and
the fame fhall
veit in His
Majeity.
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Succeffors, with Power and Liberty to and for the faid Company te
purchafe of and from all Kings, Princes, and Chiefs, or -other Perfons.
having Right to make Sale thereof, fo much Land as fhould include the
whole: Tra&t or Diftrict _fo commonly called or known by the Name of
Fhe Peninfula of SicrracLeons as aforefaid. to hold the famé to the faid
Company and their Affigns, upon fuch Terms, Conditions, and Refer-
vations, as His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeflors, thould judge expedient 3
and it was thereby further enacted, That the faid A& fhould take place
and have coftinuance from the Firft Day of Ji/y One thoufand feven hun.
dred and ninety-one, for the Term of Thirty-one Years, and fromr thenice
to the End of the next Scflion of Parliament : And whereas by Letters
Patent, bearing Date the Fifth Day of July in the Forty-firft Year of His:
Majefty’s Reign, His Majefty, by virtue and in purfuance of the faid A¢t,
did give and grant unto the faid Company, their Succeffors and Afligns, the
aforefaid Traft and Diftrit of Land, with Liberty and Privilege to pur-
chafe Lands in addition thereto as aforefaid, all which Lands His Majefly
by the faid Letters Patent did make, erect, and create one independent
and feparate Colony, by the Name of The Colony of Sicrra Leone, and
did ordain, will; and eftablifh, that the Court of Dire&ors of the faid
Company affembled for that Purpofe fhould and might make, enatt, and
declare Laws, Statutes, and Ordinances fit and neceffary for and con-
cerning the Government of the faid Colony, “and might appoint a Gover-
nor and Council for the Government of the faid Colony ; and His Majcfty

did give and grant that ‘there fhould be within the Town of Free Town

one Body Politic and Corporate, by the Name and Stile of The Mayor
and Aldermen of Firee Town, with Power to hold a Court of Record, by+
the Name of f/he Mayor’s Cowrt of Free Iown, and divers other Officers
to afliit in the Adminiityation of Juftice, and in the Government of the
faid Colony, under ther Saperintendance and Controul-of the Court of
Directors of the faid Company : And whereas the faid Company, con-
vinced of the Expediency of relinquifhing the Government and Manage-
ment of the faid Colony, l‘}avc ‘exprefled a Defire to make, and have
humbly intreated His Majefty to accept a Surrender to His Majefty of all
the Tra&t or Biftrifk of Land granted to them by the f{aid Létters Patent,
or of which the faid Company are poffefled, or which they do now enjoy
by Purchdfe or otherwife, in Addition to tbe faid Lands fo granted to the
‘faid Company ; and they are further defirous that their Exiftence as a
Body Politick and Corporate fhould ceafe and determine within fuch Period
of Time, fhorter than that limited and declared in and by the faid Statute,’
as is deemed by the faid Company fufficient for them to {fettle their
Affairs ; for confirming and giving Effeét to fuch intended Surrender,’
and for limiting the Duration of the faid Company: May it there-
fore pleafe Your Majefty that it may be enafted; and be it enatted’
by the King’s moft Excelient Majefty, by and with' the Advice and
Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this
prefent Parliament affembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That the
faid Letters Patent and Grant, and every Matter, Claufe, and Thing therein
contained, fhall, and the fame are hereby declared to be henceforth null
and void 5 and the faid Company fhall be, and they are hereby divefted
of and from all that Tra& or Diftri® of Land commonly called and
known by the Name or Deflcription of The Peninfula 47 Sitvra Looie:
and all Iorts, Caltles, Buildings, or Eftate, which have been' fince pur-
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chafed or otherwife acquired by the faid Company in addidon thereto, or
which now are poflefled or claimed by the faid Company in or about the
faid Peninfula ; and the faid Tra& or Diltri&& of Land, and all Forts,
Caftles, Buildings, or Eftate fo purchafed or otherwife acquired, pofiefied,
enjoyed, or claimed by the faid Company, fhall henceforth be, and the
fame and every of them are and is hereby declared and enaéted to be fully
and abfolutely vefted in His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, for ever.

II. And be it further enacted, That, at the Expiration of Seven Years
from and after the paffing of this A&, the faid Sierra Leone Company
fhall ceafe to be a Body Politick and Corporate, to all Intents, Conftruc-
tions. and Purpofes whatfoever ; any Thing in the faid A& to the con-
trary thereof in anywife notwithftanding.

III. And be it further enadted, That in cafe any Difference fhall arife
refpe&ing any Building or Buildings as aforefaid, whether the fame is or
are fuch as within the Meaning of this A& are to be furrendered by the
faid Company, and vefted in His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, it fhall
and may be lawful for the Governor that thall be appointed by His Majefty
for the Government of the faid Colony, or in his Abfence for the Lieute-
nant Governor, and he is hereby authorized and required, after due
Examinatien of the Matter, to determine whether any fuch Building or
Buildings is or are to be furrendered and vefted in His Majefty, His Heirs
and Succeflors, or to remain in the Pofleflion of the faid Company ; and
fuch Determination fhall be final.

IV. Provided always, and be it further emated, That it fhall not be
Jawful for any Perfon or Perfons whatloever, inhabiting, or being, or who
ghail at any {ime hereafter inhabit or be within the faid Peninfula or
Colony of Sierra Leone, either direitly or indireétly, to deal or traffick in,
buy or fell, or to be aiding or affifting in the dealing or trafficking in the
buying or felling of Slaves, cither within the faid Peninfula or clfewhere.

LONDON: Printed by Georae Evyre and ANDREW STRAHAN;
Printers to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty. 1807.
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