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PROCLAMATION

ADMINISTRATION OF &S1ERRA LLONF
(ARMED FORCES REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL)
PROCLAMATION, 1997 )
PROCLAMATION TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THE INTERIM ADMINISTRATION
oF THE REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE BY THE ARMED [FORCES
REVOLUTIONARY CoOUNCIL; ITS ESTABLISHMENT AND CONSTITUTION,
AND FOR OTHER MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH.

WHEREAS it is a fundamental duty of the Armed
Forces of the Republic of Sierra.leone to secure and
mzintain the safety of the State and public order;

AND whHERzas the actions and utterar%ces of the
erstwhile Government, political parties and their leaders,
have created conditions which can jead to tribal factions,
blcodshed and -ribal warfare;

AND WHEREAS it 1S necessary and expedient to avert
{mmnediately that trend of affairs and ior provision to he
ade for the maintenance of law and orderin Sierra Leone

ferra Leone; -
. Now, THEREFORE, We, the members of the Armed
ofthe ‘epublic of Sierra Leone. in cooperation with
‘oole of Sierra Leone, in order to ensure the
ntenance of law and order, domestic tranquility, the
n.oyment of the blessings of liberty, unity and democracy
‘to1he people of Sierra Leone and all persons living therein,

do hereby proclaim as follows:— .

i -

nd for the proper administration by law, of the State of

Short
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3jﬂo‘*2«mi“ 1. (1) There is hereby established a Council to be i ? )
AT yhown as the ARMED FORCES REVOLUTIONARY g
Revoludesiy  COUMNCIL (hereinafter referred (o as “the Council’). o
Counci. - 3
- .- 2} Thc Counctl shall consist of 1
{a) a Chalnnan; |
(b) a Deputy Chalrman; and "
| !
(c) other members, not exceeding Z7 in ‘
number.
; sf'
(3) Subject to subparagraph (2), the Council b
) may, by a majority vote at any meeting, appolnt members
or terminate the appointment of any member.
(47 There shall be a Secretary-General who
) shall be appointed by the Council and shall perform such ‘
functions as the Council may determine. k "
. -
Suspension of ~2. (1) All the provisions of the Constitution of e
- I;ti‘fﬁ*’t’ﬁ” Sierra Leone, 1891, which came into operation on lst s
" Cosstiwticn.  October, 1991, which are inconsistent or in conflict with |
Lo ;(;‘)““ sct this Prociamation or any law made thereunder shall be o
deemed io have been suspended with effect from 25th Pl
- May, 1897. ' e
;f" : ¥
(2) Without prejudice to the gepelalitv of e
! aubparagraph (1) — | !
(a) theParllamentelected under the said : ;‘{
Constitution of Sierra Leone and in -
existence immediately before 25th s
May, 1997, is dissolved; ) Lo
(b) all political parties are dissolved and ¢
membership in political parties is
prohibitced with effect from 25th May, :ref
1887. LI

b
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3. (1) The Council shall have power for such
purposes as it may think fit, and in the national interest,

i
u to make laws which shall be known as decrees.
(2} Any decrce made by the Council mav be
| amended, repealed. revoked or suspended by another
p ' decree made by the Council.

(3) Every decree made by the Council shall be
deemed to be an Act as defined in section 3 of the
Interpretation Act, 1971.

(4) Any decree made by the Council shall be
signed by the Chalrman or, in the absence of the Chairman,
by the Deputy Chairman of the Council.

(5) Subject to any decree made by the Council,
allenactments in force in Sierra Leone immediately before
25th May, 1997, shall continue in force;

Provided that any enactment in force in Sierra Leone
k:immediately before 25th May, 1997, which is inconsistent
orin conflict with any provision of this Proclamation or any
cree made thereunder shall be deemed to have been
spended ns frem 25th May, 1997.

Evéry decree made by the Council shall be
lishied in the Gazette and shall come into operation on
e of such publication or on such other date as may
provided in or under the decree, or in any other
aE(:tment. . -

Subject to any decree made by the Council, the
public service of Sierra Leone as it existed immediately

before 25th May, 1897, shall continue in existence, and
E any person holding or acting in any office’in the public
service Immediately before that date, shall continue in
office subject to any decree and other enactment in force

- after that date.

3. Subject to any decree made. py the Councii, any
reference to President, Vice-Ptesldent, Minister or Cabinet
In the Constitution of Sierra Leone which came into
operation on lst October, 1861, or in any enactment

-
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. continued inexistence by virtue of this Proclamation shail,
;jgnsmu,:‘i}j e on and after 25th May, 1997, be construed as a reierence
of Armec | - to the Council or to such person or authorlty as the
FOFC@S \ ; 15 1 i t-
Rovolutic | A_ Couricll may .by Order appoin
Council. -’ ) ‘ ‘ .
' Det:ntion of 7. (1} The Council may, where it considers it
persons. necessary in the interest of public safety or public order sO
to do, makKe an order against any person directing that he
be detained.

(2) Subparagraph (1) shall be deemed to have
come into operation on 25th May, 1997.

(3) Any order made under subparagraph (1)
directing that any person be detained shall not be
questioned in any court of law.

P wer to 8.  Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph
”:kafmw "3 and subject to paragraph 6, any power vested in any
levislation.  person or authority, other than the Council, to make any
law under any enactment shall continue to apply
accordingly.
Suspensiol )
sertain pro  Dower 10 9 The Council shall have power to amend, repeal or
sions of thy  3end or suspend this Proclamation or any provision thereof.
Constitutic  Fopeal

SACtNO. 64 Proclamation. ¥

1991 ‘
(:omnienc- 10. -This Proclamation shall be deemed to have come
cment. into operation on 25th May, 1997.

MabE at Freetown this 28th day of May, 1997.

MAJOR JOHNNY PAUL KOROMA,
- For and on behalf of the Armed Forces of .
the Republic of Sierra Leone.
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