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trial chamber II (“Trial Chamber”) of the Special Court for Sierra Leone (“Special Court”);

SEISED of the “Urgent and Public Defence Request for a Status Conference Pursuant to Rule 65bis”, filed on 10 January 2011 (“Request”);
 wherein the Defence requests the Trial Chamber to convene a status conference pursuant to Rule 65bis, submitting that it would like to review the status of the case, given that there are a number of outstanding filings before the Trial Chamber and Appeals Chamber and yet the Parties are scheduled to file their final trial briefs on 14 January 2011;

SEISED ALSO of the “Urgent and Public Defence Motion for a Stay of Proceedings Pending Resolution of Outstanding Issues” (“Motion”),
 wherein the Defence requests a stay of proceedings, including vacating the deadline for filing the parties’ final briefs pending the resolution of outstanding issues in the trial, or alternatively, a one month extension for filing the briefs, and submitting further that a refusal by the Trial Chamber to grant such a stay would be a violation of the Accused’s right to a fair trial;

CONSIDERING that while the Prosecution has not yet filed any response to the Request or the Motion, given the urgency of the request and the lack of prejudice to the Prosecution, it is appropriate in this case to render a decision without submissions from the Prosecution; 
RECALLING the Trial Chamber’s “Order Setting a Date for the Closure of the Defence Case and Dates for Filing of Final Trial Briefs and the Presentation of Closing Arguments”, dated 22 October 2010,
 wherein it ordered that the Parties shall file their respective final trial briefs by 16:30 on 14 January 2011;
NOTING that the Defence has filed two Notices of Appeal before the Appeals Chamber, but that the Defence did not specifically request a stay of proceedings;
  

RECALLING that on 13 September 2010, the Trial Chamber ordered the Defence to file all remaining motions by 24 September 2010;

NOTING that on 17 December 2010, the Defence filed a Motion to recall four Prosecution witnesses and to hear evidence from the Chief of WVS,
 and that on 10 January 2011, it filed three further Motions;
 
RECALLING the Status Conference on 22 October 2010, when the Defence position on a closure date for its case and issues in relation to Rule 86 of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence were reviewed and addressed extensively by the Defence and Prosecution;

NOTING that several of the motions involve issues that arose after the time limit expired on 24 September 2010 and after the Status Conference on 22 October 2010;

HOLDING that Rule 73(C) is not applicable in the present case, since the Trial Chamber and the Appeals Chamber are not seised of the motion; 

CONSIDERING that a review of the status of the case is not necessary at this stage as, once a determination on the pending motions has been made by the Trial Chamber, any outstanding issues on which the Defence may wish to make written submissions can be the subject of an appropriate application in accordance with the Rules; 
CONSIDERING FURTHER that, for the same reasons, a stay of proceedings or an extension of the time for filing the final briefs is not necessary, and that given that the Defence may seek leave to make additional submissions after the filing of the final trial briefs, there is no prejudice to the Accused’s fair trial rights;
FOR THE ABOVE REASONS

REFUSES the request for a Status Conference;
DISMISSES the Motion for a stay of proceedings or an extension of time for the filing of the final trial briefs and; 
REMINDS the Parties of the original order to file the final trial briefs by 16:30 on 14 January 2011. 

Done at The Hague, The Netherlands, this 12th day of January 2010.
	
	
	

	Justice Richard Lussick 
	
	Justice Teresa Doherty


[Seal of the Special Court for Sierra Leone] 
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