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DEBATE
o a

M O T I ON

ABOLITION

SLAVE-TRADE, &e.

On Monday the 2d of Aprily 1792.

GREAT number of PETITION $#* were prefented;
praying for the ABOLITION of the SLAVE
TRAD]::. :

The Right Honourable Mr. Dunpas prefefited oné from
the Inhabitants of the City of Edinbutgh, and Stk W ATk
Lewes one from the Livery of London ih Common Halt
affembled.-~Referred to the Committec on the Slave Trade.

Mr. WiLBERFORGE moved that all the Evidence given on
this Trade be referred to the Committee,~~Ordered.

He then moved the Order of the Day, which was  for

-« the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Comriittee of the whole

« Houfe, to confider of the circamftances of the African
« Stave Trade.”
# The whele number of Petitions prefeated to this Dy, was 508.
Bia The
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The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee accordinglys.
SiR Wirriam DorBEN in the Chair:

MR. WiLBERFORCE.—In entering on the great bufinefs of
this day, a bufinefs in itfelf of the firft importance, and
which, after having fo long occupied the minds of men, is at this
moment the fubje& of qf\_iver(al expe@agion and folicitude, itis
natural to imagine that I muft feel no fmall degree of diffi-
dence and apprehenfion. It js, however, a fatisfation to me
to refle&, that it will not be neceffary for me to take up fo
much of the time of the Hqufe, as I have felt myfelf compelled'
to do on former occafions ; for befides that I might well be
content to leave the tafk of enforcing the propofition I fhall
bring forward, to the greater abilities and more powerful elo-
quence of thofe by whom I have the honour to be fupported,.
tthe whole of this fybje& hag been already fo thorpughly in-
veftigated ; every part of it has been fo canvafled and fcruti-
nized, that it may be fufficient for me now merely to refer you-
t6 our paft difcufions, and to fpare the Houfe and myfelf the
pain of a laborious and minute detail.

- 1 have before had occafion to remark; that nothing hass
tended more to prevent the impartial and candid confideration.
of our arguments, than the indifcriminage cenfures which' hgve
fometimes been really calt qn.the whale bady of Weft Indians..
There may have been thofe who, fuffering their paflions to-
hurry them to hafty and immature cogelufions, have canneded.
with. the eyils. of the (yftem, the perfopal chara@er of every
individyal embarked init, as being clofely and infeparably af-—
fociated ;. the charge rafhly bropght has been ipdignantdy
repelled; heat. and acrimony have prevailed on both fides,.
reproaches and inveQives have been 'mutually retorted, parties-
have been formed with all their confequent effe@s of prejudice
and bitternefs,  the Weft Indians in this ftate of things have
grown incapable of liftening difpa,ﬁipnatcly to the vaice of
reafon, and many perhaps of the .very beft and mgft henevo-
lent amongft them have been the moft warm, becaufe mofk
cohfcious of the injuftice of the accufations they deemed caft
. on.
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en them, and refenting and fpurning at them with emotions of
honett difdain.

The Houfe wili do me the juftice to recolle&t, whatever may
have been faid to the contrary, that thisis a language I have
never held, nor have I heen kept from it by motives of deco-
rum or of perfonal civility ;. it is a language to which in my
heart I have never affented, and which has always appeared to
me not only injudicious and impolitic, but contrary to truth and
juftice, and to what abundant experience has taught us of the
nature of the human mind : and I the rather make this decla~
ration at the outfet of my fpeech, in erder, that if in the courfe
of what I thall fay on a fubjet which cannot but excite the
ftrongeft emotions in any man whois not dead to the feelings
of his nature, any over-warm or teo. general expreflions
fthould efcape me, it may be underftood what are the cool deli-
berate opinions of my mind. 1 wifh to fpeak the words of
conciliation ; I wifh pasticularly to call on the Gentlemen
of the Weft Indies to accompany me in my progrefs; I call
upan them to invefligate with me fully and fairly the various
evils arifing from the Slave Trade, and thofe evils efpecially,
which belong to the Weft Indies. If I can but bring them to
do fo, I am perfuaded we capnot differ in the refult : I cannot
but believe that they will acknowledge the defects of their own -
fyftem, and deplore the evils with which it fo abounds; for
Sir, though I have acknowledged that there are many Owners
of . Slaves of benevolent tempers and generous hearts, whe
would be glad to ufe their abfolute power for purpofes of kind-
nefs and beneficence, yet this muft not reconcile us to the
fyftem of Weft Indian flavery itfelf ; pregnant as it is witly
great and innumerable miferies. A Trajan and an Antoni-
~ nus do not reconcile me to a defpotic monarchy; we fhould
diftinguifh in thefe.cafes between what belongs to the perfon
and what belongs to the fyftem ; we fhould rejoice indeed in a
fplendid exception .ta the ordinary character of tyranny; but
not allow ourfelves to be thereby feduced into an approbation

f tyranny.
9 T Yet
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Yet even’ under a Trajan and an Antoninus the
fatal effets of this fyftem were but too difcernible, though
more flagrant and palpable under 2 Nero and Caligula. An
impartial Weft Indian, therefore, inftead of being incenfed by
the franknefs of my inveftigation, fhould rather join me in it,
and affit me in tracing the mifchiefs to their proper fource ;
tiefe will appear by no means greater than might be expe&ed
from confidering the various circumftances of the prefent
cafe. It has been juftly remarked, that ariftocracy is a worfe
form of government than monarchy, becaufe the people
have been fubjeét to many tyrants inftead of one; but if this
be true, what fhall we fay to the prefent cafe, where defpotic
power is not the privilege of high birth, or of extraordinary
eminence, or wealth, or talents, but where itis an article to
be bought at market like any other commodity, by every man
who has £.40 in the world. There is often an elevation and
liberality of mind produced by-the confcioufnefs- of fuperior
rank and confequence and authority, which ferve in fome de-
gree to mitigate the fiercenefs of unreftrained power, and
counteract the evils of which it is naturally produive ; but
when it comes into the pofleffion of the bafe and the vulgar,
the evils.will then be felt in their fulleft extent. The caufes
of this we will not ftop to examine, but the truth itfelf is im-
portant, and it bears diretly on the prefent queftion. It fug-
gefts to us the wretched ftate of the Slaves in the Weft In-
dies, where they are often liable to the uncontrouled domina-
tion of men of all ranks, underftandings, tempers, often per~
" haps of the moft ignorant and worthlefs, and meaneft of the
Jhuman race. This is no picture of the imagination, but the
very fentiment which the fcene itfelf imprefles on the mind of
a judicious obferver. Every man almoft who can have a horfe
-here, might be poflefled of a flave there ; who is there that con
fiders this, but muft expe&t to find {cenes of wretchednefs and
cruelty, on which it is impoffible to look, without fhame and
indignation ? ‘
But let us recollect, that this is not the whole of the préfcnt
cafe ; for of the more opulent and more }iberal Wett India pro-
prictors

™
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prictors of Weft India propertics, how many are there whoe
are abfent from their own eftates, refiding in'this country, oc
in other parts of Europe? They fend acrofs the Atlantic, de-
clarations and direQtions diGtated by the humanity of their
‘own minds; but the execution of thefe, muft be left to perfons
of adefcription altogether different. This forms a very lead-
ing feature in the delineation of the prefent fyftem, and I with
every Gentleman to confider it in its various bearings and re-
lations.  Itis not I only that make this remark, or the friends
of the Abolition of the Slave Trade; it was long ago ftrongly
infifted on by Mr. Long, the hiltorian of Jamaica ; he pointed
out the abufe ; he fpecified the many evils which flowed from
it ; he ftated that the infurreGtions had chiefly been found to
break out among the Slaves of Abfentee proprietors; he re-
gretted that often the Manager had an intereft altogether
diftin& from that of the Owner ; that it was frequently his
obje@ to make large creps of fugar, regardlefs of the cruelties
tobe exercifed on the Slaves, or of the ruinous load of ex-
pence to be incurred, in purchafing new Slaves, to replace
fuch as fhould be worn out by exceffive labour ; and then at

laft, fays he, they retreat like a rat from a houfe in flames, and .

+ - go with the credit of large crops on their backs to another part
of the ifland, The truth of thefe animadverfions has been con-
firmed by the pofitive teftimony of many refpeable witnefles ;
they converfed on the fpot with the Managers, and it was eafily

“4p be collefted, nay, fometimes it was frankly confefled that
this was their main principle.

This alone would be fufficient to fhew that the
orders of the abfentee Planters, however good, will
netbe executed, and will be conftantly opérating to defeat
the effe@s of their benevolence. But it would not be necef-
fary 2 thew this diftinétion of intereft, many caufes concur to .
produce a difference of feelings ; the very circumftances of
thefe poor people being diftinguithed by their colour from the
reft of the community, prevents their calling forth the feelings

~of fympathy ; they are a marked fpecies, they are looked upon

asa different race of Beings, and are not confidered as being
entitled

0
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ontitled to the fame humianity and tendernefs, which the worft
of men would allow to be the right of thofe whom they ac-
knowledge to be their fellow creatures. Confider how in the
cafe of minds originally tender, the feelings will be bfanted by
habit; reckon up all thefe various circumftances and effirrrate
their amount, and you will natdra}ly conclade, that the fitua-
tion of the Slaves in the Weit Indies, muft indezd be deplora-
ble.

I fhall not here detail the parficulars of their flate, hav-
ing done fo minutely ona former occafion: I then proved my
affertions by the pofitive teftimony 6f our own witnefles ; by
various circumftances and confiderations arifing out of the
very nature of the cafe, or fuggefted by fcrutinizing and faying'
together different affertions from our Opponents. F therr fpe-~
cified -many general evils refulting from the nature of the
fyftem, and thewed its tendency to render the ftate of the Slave
to be lamented in what regards his food, cloathing, lodging
&c. Legal prote&ion ¥ thewed he had none, and fhoald be
again ready to bring indifputable proof of the affertibn, if ie
fhould be denied ; but I wculd gladly fpare myfelf the painful
recital. 1 willingly pafs over the detail of all thofe circum-
flances of degradation to wirich they are fubjected, their being
worked in the fields under the whip like cattle, inftead of being
treated like moral agents, capable of forecaft and refle&ibn;
their being often branded; thei being excepted out of the fyffety
of decency, and a thoufand othet difgraceful and humifiating
particulars.  Surely I muft believe, when all thefe things are
confidered, that thé gentiemen of the Weft Indies themfelves
will eagerly join with us in endeavouring to do away thefe’
grievances, and put an end to miferies fo complicated and'ift--

"tolerable. I will do them the juftice to believe that they
have looked after a remedy, but they have looked- it vain ;-
they have not found it; nor will they ever find it but im
the Propofition which I bring forward. 1 deliver it as my-
decided opinion, the refult of a careful inveffigation of the
whole of this great fubje&, that the only praticable remedy is

ﬂappmg the further importation of Slaves from Africa.
‘What

[N
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What other remedy has been fuggefted ? Colonial regula-
tions ! Into this fubject I went at large when the Queftion of
Abolition was laft before the Houfe, and I could now only
repeat the arguments I urged on that occafion ; the hinge on,
which it all turned was the inadmiffibility of Negro evidence ;
the effe@s of this have been frankly avowed by many of our

epponents themfelves, and are indeed fo obvious as to render.

it fuperfluous to infift on them. What would be the fituation
of the bulk of the people in this country if Gentlemen, of

£.500 per annum were alone admitted as witneffes ? But the '

cafe in the Weft Indies is much worfe: for where, two or
three White Men being on a plantation, it might be hoped
one would come forward againft the other (provided the pere
petrator of any enormity had been fo imprudent as to commit
it in his prefence, inftead of taking the opportunity of ‘his‘
being out of the way) he would be kept back by a thoufand
confiderations of mutual connivance, of fimilarity of fituation,
of intimate connection—They are fellow-managers, brothers
overfeers, whom even the efprit de corps would prevent fiom
undertaking fo invidious an office, as that of criminating each
other. '

But colonial regulations, if futile and ineffe@ual for the pro-
teftion of the Slave, would be abundantly operative in another
way, if it were attempted to carry them into execution. If
you were to give them the prote@ion of laws, not nomi.
nally but really, not the fhadow but the fubftance of Civil
Rights, you would awake in their minds a confcioufnefs of
freedom which would only turn alike to their ruin and that
of their mafters. It is in vain to attempt to reconcile im-
poflibilities, freedom and flavery cannot be made to coalefce :
inftead of being fatisfied with what they fhould get, they would
only more feel the want of what fhould be with-held from them ;
the privileges which fhould be granted them would only ferve
to render the galling-and ignominious diftinQions under which
they fhould ftill be kept more irritating and vexatious ; infurrec
tions would too foon follow, and the whole be one fcene of
confufion and flaughter. Look to the hiftory of pak-infurrec-

C tions,



(10)

tions, and you will find thefe affertions confirmed by a&ual
experience. Let Gentlemen recolle& the immenfe difpropor-
tion of the Blacks and Whites in our Iflands, and confider it
in conjunétion with the pofitions I have been laying down, and
it isimpoffible we can differ in ths conclufion : but if fuch is
their prefent wretched and degraded ftate, furely there is no
man who muft not long for that happy moment when they can
be refcued from it without danger, 'What I have faid fuggefts
the great caufe which tends to continue them in their ftate of
degradation, and even almoft to render it neceffary for their
own 1o lefs than for their mafter’s comfort and fecurity ; this
is no other than the conftant influx of flaves from Africa; torn
from their homes fpr ever, refenting the wrongs they have fuf-
ferred ; looking on their mafters and on all around them not as
fricnds and proteGtors, but as enemies and tyrants, the'y are
ever ready to rife and wreak thelr vengeance on their enemies.
This was acknowledged long before I braught forward the
Queftion of Abolition; Mr. Long has argued at great Icngth
on the danger of i 1mportlng fuch numbers of Africans, « 27,000
ﬂaves imported in 2 years, and our importations are now ftilt
greater, are alone fufficient to account for mutinies, infurrec-
" tions, &c.”’ and the rebelhons in 17‘) 5 and 6 he ftates to have
been occaﬁoned by the 1mported natives of the Gold Coaft.
"T'his is not only Mr, Long’s doctrine, but that of every reafo-
nable and obfervmg man. I'met with a curious proof of it the
other day in a pamphlet lately publlfhed in Carolma, by a plan-
ter, who was endeavouring, not apparently actuated by motives
of juftice and humanity, but of polxcy, to continue the prohxbl-
tion of African Slaves, which had" alrcady fubﬁ{’ted for fome
years ; he urges various arguments, but that on which he chief~
ly infifts is the danger of an infurretion; he remmds his coun-

" trymien of a former rebelhon in South Ca‘ro]ma, occafioned by
the rifing of the Angola Slaves, thence vulgarly called the
Gulla war, he pomts to the ifland of St. Dommgo, where
fays hc2 you have a ftnkmv cxemphﬁcatlon of the truth of

my pofition.

And this leads me, er, to fay a few words on the latc
unhappy
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unhappy tranfattions in that unfoftunate Ifland ; I fhall not,
howéver, go at large into them at prefent, but muft referve
to myfelf the right of domg fo, if it fhould be rendered necef-
fary by any thing urged in the courfe of the debate. I felt it
my duty to inveftigate the caufes of the difturbances in quef-
tion, and I do declare myfelf demdedly convinced, and will
enter if required into proof of the affertion, that they did not
arife from any attempts to abolith the Slave Trade, or from
the efforts of Societies eftablithed in France fof that purpofe.

The cafe was fimply this ; the free -people of colour, though

the privileges of citizens were beftowed on them by law a

century ago, had never in faét been admitted to the enjoyment

" of themy but had been treated, though many of them men of
property and of education, as beings of an inferior order ; the -
animolfities had almoft grown to their helght, and had nearly
broken out into actual hoftilities before the period of the
French Revolution ; what paffed then and fince, the violence
with which the white inhabitants of the Ifland afferted their
own rightsy whilft with equal warmth they were denying them
to the men of colour, the contradi@ory decrees of the Na- '
tional Affembly, fometimes granting the defired immunities,
fometimes retrating the grants, and thus trifling with their
feelings, and working them up into a rage too big to be fup~
prefled 3 agreements in the Ifland made and broken as conve-

- nience fuggefted ! What wonder if the ferment oecafioned
by all thefe circumftances; and the favourable opportunity -
afforded by thefe divifions in which their mafters were occu~
piedy produced a general rifing of the flaves, who had re-

. belled before in conjun&tures lefs fuited to their purpofe ? They

did rife, and dreadful was the confequence. No man, I am

fure, deplores more than' myfelf thofe cruel and humiliating

tran{a@ions, and I make this very Motion becaufe I deplore
them, and would in our own Iflands prevent the repetition.

Confider the immenfe difproportion of numbers ; there are

now in Jamaica near 300,000 flaves, and but about 20,000

whites of all ages and defcriptions : We are every year im-

porting into that Ifland a greater ftrength of blacks than there

: C2 ' is
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is of whites to be oppofed to them. Where is this to ftop ?
Do you ferioufly mean to continue this fyftem ? I fhould
really have thought the Weft India Gentlemen would them-
felves have implored us, if we had entertained no fuch defign,
to arreft the further progrefs of this growing and pernicious
salady. Thus, fir, were the sAFETY of the Iflands only
in queftion, you could not but agree to my propofition.

But I muft recur to what I before laid down, that thefe im-
portations do not tend more to preduce confufion and diforder
than to retain the unhappy flaves themfelves in their aual ftate
of wretchednefs and degradation. It is this that would even
render it unfafe to punith white men for the ill treatment of
their flaves, except very rarely and in the moft atrocious
inftanees. But furely, Sir, we cannot bear to leave thefe
poor creatures thus funk below the level of their fpecies ; and
I am perfuaded the Weft India Gentlemen themfelves would
be glad to afford them relief; they would be glad, I truft, to
put them under prote&ion of laws, but this muft be done
rationally and foberly. After what I have faid, I am not
afraid of being told I defign to emancipate the flaves ; I will
not indeed deny that I with to impart to them the bleflings of
freedom ; who is there that knows their value, but muft
join with me in this defire ? But the freedom I mean is that
of which at prefent they, alas! are not capable. True Liberty
is the child of Reafon and of Order ; it is indeed a plant of
celeftial growth, but the foil muft be prepared for its recep-
tion : he that would fee it flourifh, and bring forth its proper

_ fruits, muft not think it fufficient to let it fhoot as it will in
* unreftrained licentioufnefs :

Luxuriantia compefcet, nimis afpera fano
Lzvabit cultu, virtute carentia tollet.

Would you then impart to them thefe ineftimable benefits,
‘take away that caufe which at prefent obftru&s their introduc-
tion ; nor would the good effe&s of ftopping the importations
be confined to the flaves, nor would the fafety of the Iflands only

: : be
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be thereby promoted, it would tend to the planter’s benefit in
another view : by the facility of purchafing African flaves he
is often drawn into frefh expences, he is at length plunged
" into inextricable embarrafsments, and withes at length this
Channel of Supply had been fhut up from him. This evil alfo .
was infifted on by Mr. Long, the Hiftorian of Jamaica, who
a&tually propofed a temporary prohibition of the importation
of African flaves with a view to its prevention. I hope it
will not be deemed invidious that I fo often quote the work
of this Gentleman, but rather a proof of the refpe&t I pay to
its authority, and I appeal to it the more willingly, becaufe it
was written long before the Abolition of the Slave Trade had
become the fubje& of public difcuffion. But I frankly ac-
knowledge that the confideration of the planter’s benefit, from
ftopping the importations, does not intereft me in any degree
fo much as that to be thence derived by the unhappy flaves.
Lofing by degrees the painful recolle@ion of their native and
early connetions, conceiving new attachments to their dwel-
ling places, to their families, to their mafters, they would
gradually rife in the fcale of beings; no longer ready every
moment to ftart into infurreCtions, they would ceafe to be the
. continual obje&s of the planter’s jealoufy and fufpicion; it
would be no longer neceflary for the general fafety to extin-
guith in them the principle of moral agency ; they would feol
more refpectable in themfelves and be more refpeted by others,
and by degrees, the harfhnefs of their prefent bondage being
transformed into the mildnefs of patriarchal fervitude, they
would become capable of ftill greater bleflings and more en-
nobling privileges : and Gentlemen will obferve it is the pecu-
liar merit of this Plan, that though its full effects cannot be
produced at once, ‘we are all-the while tending to their com-
plete enjoyment, with a uniform and uninterrupted courfe.
The flaves will daily grow happier, the Iflands fafer, the
planters richer ; the whole will be like the progrefs of vegeta-
tion, the effe&ts are not at firft perceptible, but the great
principle operating in ten thoufand ways, will gradually change
the whole face of things, and fubftitute fertility and beauty in

. the
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‘the place of barrennefs and defolation. Who is there that
contemplates this delightful profpec, but muft long to have it
realized ? It is, I am perfuadeds our tommon with, our um-
verfal, our impatient expectation.

But it was formerly urged that this was a remedy whichy
however defirable in itfelf, the Iflands were not as yet in a
ftate to admit. It was contended that they could not keep
* wp their numbers wifhout farther importations from Africa 3

that were thefe ftopped, their gangs would eontinually be
_growing weaker and weaker, until at length theit eftates
fhould be thrown wholly out of cultivation. When the -
queftion of Abolition was laft before the Houfe, 1 went into
this fubje& fa much at large, that I need only now advert to
what I then urged ; if it be thought neceffary I fhall repeat
and confirm it. It was then made out by my Right Honour-
able: Friend with his ufual accuracy, and that too from
documents furnifhed by our opponents themfelves, that the
Iflands were aQually keeping up their Stocks of Slaves.
His calculations, fo far from being refuted, have not, that I -
know of, even been denied ; and the fa&t was confirmed
by the pofitive teftimony of a Gentleman of great experi-
ence examined in the Ifland of Jamaica. I fhewed you that it
. had taken place under every poffibl¢ circumftance of difadvan--
“tage ; that the various evils under which the flaves laboured,
and above all the general inattention to the breeding fyftem,
_-would have led us to expect a great decreafe ; but that in fpite
of them all, great and numerous as they were, an increafe
having begun to take place, we were warranted in believing
that the amendment of one or two particulars out of manyy
would alonebe fufficient to render the increafe rapid; and we
found that Negro Slaves had a&ually increafed confiderably
in ‘various countries, and climates, and fituations, many of
them extremely ill adapted to their conflitations. I pointed
_out alfo many modes whereby, if it fhould be deemed necef-
fary, the chafin could be filled up which fome might think
would be occafioned by immediate abolition : a great fupply.
of hands might be obtained by turning into the ficld fome of
the
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_ the l’uperﬂuous dome{hcs, with whofe immenfe number every
Gentleman who knew any thing of the Weft Indies was per-
fetly acquainted. Improvements in machinery were fug-
gefted; the transfer of the lands from fugar to cotton, which
requiring fewer hands would let loofe 2 number of labourers
for other purpofes ; théfe and other modes were propofed,
wherebythe quantity of laborious induftry might receive fup-
plies. But what above all other circumftances I' muft now
infitt on, is this : that five years importations have fince
taken place ; had there therefore been any fmall error in
the calculations’ of my Right Honourable Friend, or had I
ftrained my fubﬁdxary arguments 2 little too far, it is impof-
fible to deny but that this muft now be more than re@ified,
and that the Iflands are at length in a flate to fuffer not even
a tempofary inconvenience from the admiflion of this falutary
expedient. If therefore you have any regard for the happinefs
_ of the flaves, or for the fafety of ‘the Iflands ; nay if you are
even dead to thefe powerful incentives; and were alive only to
confiderations of the planters intereft, you could not but con+
fent to the meafure I recommend to you, of flopping the fur-
ther importation of African Slaves.

And now, $ir, abftaining for a while from thofe topics, which
I confefs are after all the neareft to my heart, I ‘will flightly
touch on what was originally faid to be other difadvantages
that would follow from the Abolition. I with to add up
every poflible item before I proceed to place any thing on the
oppofite fide of the account, by this mode it will more plainly
appear how much the balance is in my faveur. It was origi-
nally urged that the African trade was a nurfery for feamen;
and that its abolition would therefore be highly injurious
to its naval ftrength ; this part of the fubject was very early
taken up by a Gentleman whofe fervices in the whole of
this great caufe can never be over-rated (I need hardly fay [
allude to Mr. Clarkfon) ; he afferted, as the refult of a long
and laborious inquiry, that of the failors emplbyed in the
African trade, between a fifth and a fixth a&ually died, and
fhat }hey feldom brought home more than half of their ori-

ginal
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gmnl crews. Nothing was more vehemently repelled or more
obftinately refifted than thefe pofitions, till at length having
long borne with thefe clamorous contradi&ions, we moved
laft year for the mufter rolls, documents prepared by our
opponents themfelves, and kept in their poffefion, and
which cannot therefore be fuppofed to have been fabricated
to ferve our purpofe 3 from thefe Mr. Clarkfon’s calculations
were fully juftified. It appeared that of 12,263 perfons, the
number of the original crews, there had died 2,643, the
average length of their voyages being twelve months ;
whilft on the contrary in the Weft India trade, in which

. the length of the voyage was feven months, of 7,640, the
number of the original crews, there had died but 118.
But the lofs by deaths was not the whole lofs to the country ;
for befides the broken conftitutions of the furvivors, which
rendered many of them for the reft of their lives incapable of
the duties of their profeflion, fo many left their ihlps in con-
fequence of ill ufage, that they feldom brought home more
shan half of the perfons they had taken out. 'This laft cir-
cumftance was attempted to be accounted for, from the natu-
ral capricioufnefs of failors ; and it was faid that they ran away
in as great number from the Weft India as from the Guinea
fhips. The dire& contrary appeared from the mufter roils,

- and this too, though from the different ways of paying them
in the twotrades, their forfeitinglittle or nothing by quitting the
Weft India men, but much by quitting the Guinea men, the
reverfe might be naturally expe@ed. I could fay much more
on this fubjeét, and in particular I could open to you fuch
fcenes of cruelty to thefe unhappy men, as muft excite at
once the concern and indignation of every man who feels far
that mafs of his fellow citizens to which this nation owes fo
much of her fafety and of her honour. But I will abftain
from this painful detail, and only repeat what I juft now
obferved, that in the outfet of this bufinefs nothing was more
obftinately denied than our now no longer controverted affer-
tions concerning the lqfs of feamen. This may ferve to pro-
cure us credit on thofe pomts which are ftill in difpute, and

) prove
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prove that it 15 not neceffary for bur opponents to be corre&
in order to be pofitive.

I willibut juft touch on the effe@s of 1mmednate Abolition
on our general policy, on our commerce and manufactures,
and on the profperity of the places whence the Slave Trade
is chiefty carried on. We have feen from the accounts upon
your table how fmall a part it conftitutes of the trade of Bri-
ftol and of Liverpool ; and that it has become lefs profitable
of late, cannot be denied by thofe Gentlemen who afferted
that ‘the regulations actually introduced would make it a
lofing concern: for though it were faid that in the heat of.
oppofition they might have pufhed their affertions a little
too far, yet it will be hardly allowed them at one moment:
to fpeak of an actual lofs, and at another of a gain fo
great that it would ruin thofe opulent towns to be deprived
of it. After the ftatements we have lately heard of the pub-
lic finances and our immenfe exportations of Britith manu-’
faltures, who is there that will infift much on our exporta-’
tions to Africa to the amount of about 400,000, or who that
will not admit we might foon eftablith a commerce with
that country more beneficial and more innocent, were we toi
put a ftop to this inhuman traffick in the flefh and blood of
our fellow creatures ?

Nor can it even be urged that the immediate Abolition of
the:Sfave Trade would. in this view be productive of con-
fiderable prefent inconvenience. Confider what happens
both at the commencement and clof¢ of every war, how
in the former cafe the exifting channels for the convejance
of our manufaftures are fuddenly-barred up. The fyftent
of political ceconomy is-of-fo complicated a nature, that in
innumerable inftances we. find the effe& of the evils we had'
apprehended prevented by means, of which before we had no
a&ual afcertainment or diftin& perception. I remember it is-
obferved by Mr. Adam Smith, in his incomparable Treatife on
the Wealth of Natiens, that at the conclufion of every war
more than 100,000 foldiers-and failors are at once difcharged ;-

and we fee no alteration in the wages of libour, or in any
' D other
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other particular which the fudden influx might be expe@ed to
affe&t. -

As to another branch of national policy, that I mean
which concerns the extenfion of our cultivation in the Weft
India Iflands, I will fay nothing at prefent. From our evi-
dence it abundantly appears, that the opening of new planta-
tions with imported Africans is a fyftem the moft ruinous to
the individuals concerned; and the intelligent reafonings of
Mr. Irvine muft have convinced the Houfe that if this exten-
fion of:cultivation be confidered only in a national view, it is
by nomeans to be defired by any real well-wither to the fecure
and abiding profperity of this country. Thus, Sir, it appears
that, leaving Africa wholly out of the queftion, Juftice and
Humanity would diftate to us the Abolition of the Slave
Ttrade in the ftrongeft terms, as the only fure expedient for
bringing the flaves into that ftate of comfort wherein it muft
‘be our common with to fee them placed; and that this mea-
fure is enforced on us by the principles of found policy, and
a regard to the political interefts of the Britifh empire.

But, Sir, though I have fuffered myfelf to dwell fo long on
thefe confiderations, I now proceed to that part of the fubject
which indeed moft interefts my heart. Look To THE CoN-
TINENT OF AFRICA, and there you will behold fuch a fcene.
-of horrors as no tongue can exprefs, no imagination can re-
prefent to itfelf. The effets of this inhuman commerce are
indeed fuch that we lend our affent to them reluantly: yet
they are proved fo clearly, that it is not poffible for any man
to doubt of their reality; and were pofitive teftimony de-
fective, the reafon of the thing would have rendered it al-
together unneceflary.  How can'it but follow, from our go--
ing to that country, and offering our commodities to the petty
Chieftains for the bodies of their fubjes, but that they will
not be very nice in the méans they take to procure the ar-
ticles, by the fale of which they are to fupply themfelves with .
the gratifications of appetites we have diligently and but too
fuccefsfully taught them to indulge.

One mode they take is that of committing depredations .

*  npon
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upon each other’s territories ; and the -very nature and cha-
ra&er of wars in Africa is fuch as might have been expeét-
‘ed from the great motive from which they originate: they
are a fort of predatory expeditions, of which the chief ob-
ject is the acquifition of Slaves ;—not but that, as it is natural
to imagine, thefe'often prove- the occafion of more general
and continual hoftilities, inafmuch as they greatly add to the
caufes of diflention between neighbouring communities.—
When on a former occafion I urged fomewhat to this effe&,
I remember the diret contrary was aflerted, and in dire&
defiance of reafon and common fenfe it was faid, that wars
+had never been caufed by the Slave Trade. I repeated my
reafoning, and urged that it was not to be expected that I
could be able to adduce fpecific inftances in a country where
letters were unknown, -and the very exiftence, as well as the
caufes, of paft events, muft in general be foon forgotten.—
Again, I was challenged to produce a fingle inftance : the
natural barbarity of thefe people was defcanted on as being
alone fufficient to render Africa a fcene of general carnage,
and in particular the cruelties of a certain King of Dahomey
were enlarged on, and the dreadful flaughter which attended
his invafion of a neighbouring kingdom. To fay nothing of
the unfairne(s of extending to the whole of that vaft diftrict
from which we colle& flaves, what at the utmoft was only
proved of a fingle kingdom, I muft own I was a little thaken'
in my belief of the reprefentations of the ftate of this very
kingdom itfelf, when I heard it faid by another Gentleman,
(who though not favourable to the caufe to which I withed
well, gave his evidence with a franknefs and fairnefs which
did him great honour, I mean Mr. Devaynes,) that the
Dahomans were a very happy people. But how was [
aftonithed, how did I admire the ftrange coincidence, whén
I found in this very king of Dahomey, the very fpecific
inftance that had been reqmred of me; and that thefe very
cruelties of hns, in the conqueft of Whydah, on which fuch
ftrefs was laid, were committed by him in a war undertaken
with the view of punithing the adjacent nation for having
ftolen_away fome of his fubjeQs, for the purpofe of felling

D2 them
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them for Slaves, This curious anecdote was brought to mg
notice by a noble friend * of mine, to whofe friendthip on
this, as on many other occafions, Iam greatly indebted : in
his valuable compilation you will read the tranfaction at large 3
and the refletion is very remarkable which the conduct qi‘
the king of Dahomey, in this inftance, extorted from an
hiftorian, who though himfelf concerned in the slave Trade,.
feems not to have loft all fenfe of its enormity. ¢ The
king’s ations carry great reputation, for by the deftruction of
this Trade, he relinquifhed his own private intere'ts f r the
fake of publick juftice and humanity; and I have a natural
propenfity to with the king of Dajiomey well, fince he hag
yedeemed his countrymen from beng fold as Slaves.”

But, Sir, the exciting of wars between nei :hbou-ing States
is almoft the lighteft of the evils Africa is doomed to fuffer
from the Slave Trade: it is indeed one .f the greateft cala-
mities to which we are liable in this more hig‘\lv favoured
‘quarter of the world, but it isa Luxury in Africa. Still
more intolcrable are thofe a&ts of outrage whlch we are con-
tinually ftimulating the Kings to commit on their own fub-
je&ts; thefe are {iill lefs to be guarded againtt, and the cruelty
of them is aggravated by the confideration that they are com-
mitted by thole who, inftead of the defpoilers and ravagers,
ought to have been the Guardians and Prote@ors of thenr
people. A Chieftain is in want of European commodities,
and being too weak or too timid to attack his neighbours, he
fends a party of foldiers by night to one of his own defence-
lefs viillages ; they fet fire to it, they feize the miferable inha-
bitants as they are efcaping from . the flames, and hurry with
them to the fhips of the Chriftian Traders, who, hovering
like vultures over thefe fcenes of carnage, are ever ready for
their prey. Innumerable are the imitances of this kind to be
met with in the ccurfe of the cv1dence. Captain Wilfon, 2 _
gentleman of unqueﬁlonablt: veracity and honor, faw armed
parties going out to fcour the country for many fucceflive

® Lord Muncafter.
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gvenings. You have in the Evidence more detailed flories .
of this kind, which cannot but affe& the hardeft hcart. We
are told perpetually of villages half confumped, and bearing
every mark of recent deftruction; and more than one of our
witnefles has been himfelf engaged in one of thefe very night
expedicions above defcribed. Nor do we learn thefe tranfa&tions
only from our own witnefles, but they are proved by the tefs
timony of Slave Fa&ors themfelves, whofe works were written
-and publithed long before the prefent inquiry. But it is not -
only by the Chiefains that thefe diforders are committed,
(though even from their attacks poverty itfelf is no fecurity)
gvery one’s hanc is againft his neighbour : whitherfoever a
man goes, be it to the watering place, or to the field, or
wherever elfe it-may be, he is no where fafe; he never can
quit his houfe without fear of being carried off by fraud or
force ; and he dreads to come home again, left, on his return,
“he fhould find his hut a heap of ruins, and his family torn
away into perpetual exile. [Diftruft and terror every where .
prevail, and the whole country is one continued fcenc of
anarchy and defolation.

But there is more yet behind ! It m|ght naturally have been
imagined that no means of procuring Slaves would be left
unreforted to; and accordingly the inventive genius of man,
firained to the very utmoft in this purluit, has made the
adminiftration of juftice itfelf a fertile fource of fupply to this
inhuman traffick. Every crime is punithed by Slavery, and
falfe accufations are pzrpetually brought in order to obrain the
price for which the party conviéted is to be fold; fometimes
the judges have a confiderable part of this very price, and
univerfally fees on every trial. But it is needlefs to infift on
the a&s of injuftice which muft hence arife : if with all that
we have done by fecuring the independence of judzes, by the
inftitution of juries, and by all our other legal machinery,
we have not done too much to fecure the equitable admini-,
ftration of law in this civilized country, what muft be the

, confequence in Africa, where every man is ftimulated to bring
an action againit his neighbour by the hope of obtaining part
. \ ) . of
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of the price for which he will fell, and where he knows the
Judge, who is to prefide, has himfelf an intereft in the con-
vition. In corroboration of thefe reafonings, we have again
the teftimony of the Hiftorians of Africa; and we may trace
the laws, which were originally mild, gradually growing
more and more fevere, in proportion to the predominance of
the Slave Trade. Mr. Moore, an author of credit, and
himfelf feven years Falor to the African Company, fays,
¢ Since this Trade has been ufed, all punithments are changed
¢ into Slavery; there being an advantage in fuch condemna-
¢ tion, they ftrain the crimes very hard, in order to get the
¢ benefit of felling the criminal. Not only murder, theft, and
¢ adultery are punifhed by felling the criminal for a Slave, but
¢ every trifling crime is punithed in the fame manner.” This,
and many other inftances of a fimilar fort, will be found in
the compilation'already referred to.

Nor do we leave it to the Natives of this devoted country
to commit merely on each other thefe aéts of depredation !
Many are the a&s of violence perpetrated immediately by the
Europeans themfelves. Many, many are the inftances of this
kind recorded in the courfe of our voluminous Evidenée ; and
if there had been ny doubt of the exiftence of fuch pra&ices,
they have been confirmed paft a doubt by fome late tranfaGions
which, much as I with to avoid detail, I feel it my duty
briefly to relate to the Committee ; the rather becaufe they
are mafter-picces in their kind, and furnith a complete fpeci-
men of the vanous enormities that attend this detefted
fyftem. .

Some Gentlemen will perhaps recolledt, that in the year
1789, I ftated to the Houfe 2 curious incident that had pafled
in the neighbourhood of the River Cameroons, whence the
Mafter of a Liverpool fhip, of the name of Bibby, fraudu-
lently carried off thirty-two relations of one of the Chiefs of
the country, who had been put on board as pledges for goods.
‘The enormity of the proceeding excited the utmoft indigna-
tion in the Governor of one of our Weft India Iflands, who
complained of the outrage in the ftrongeft terms, and fpoke
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in the language of a man who exprefled himfelf the more
vehemently from having long fmothered his indignation.
Scarce had this fcene pafled at the Cameroons, when another.
fucéeeded of a nature ftill more fhocking. Early in the year
1790, the Captain of an Englith fhip, which had long been
lying in that River, having already difpatched one cargo of
Slaves, by an attendant veffel, to the Weft Indies, happening
one day to fend two or three men to get water, a Black Slave,
who was along with them, was feized by a native Trader on.
the ground of the fhip’s owing him goods to the value of a
Slave or two. It cannot be expefted that the Captains of
Slave Ships will be men of peculiar mildnefs in refenting
injuries : the revenge however of the Captain in this inftance
was really an effort of genius, and muft appear fomewhat
fingular to Gentlemen lefs acquainted than myfelf with the
habits of the Slave Trade. In the evening he called all the
healthy part of his crew on deck, and ordered them to ftrip
and blacken their bodies all over, putting a picce of cloth
’ round their loins, that they might appear like the natives of
the country. They thewed fome backwardnefs; but being
threatened to be fhot through the head if they refufed, they
reluantly complied. Thus accoutred, and being armed with
mufquets and cutlafles, the Captain himfelf, blackened like
the reft, and breathing. implacable revenge, led them forth,
about midnight, to the execution of his purpofe. They foon
reached the dwelling of the unfortunate Trader: they fired
upon his wretched family; three of his children were killed
on the fpot ; the man and his wife were defperately woynded;,
the former died as they were dragging him. down to the boat, \
the latter half an hour after fhe was on board the fhip.—
The ftate of fociety in Africa is fuch as to produce uaiverfal
watchfulnefs ; the Trader had no fooner heard the noife of a
party of men at his door, than he beat his drum: this, with
the report of the mufquets, alarmed the neighbourhood, and
it was with difficulty the Captain and his party efcaped to the
thip, feveral of them being feverely wounded, and one after-
wards dying of the injury he had reccived. .
' I
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T do not know that there is any one part of this whole-
tranfa&ion more curious than what I am next to relate, or
that tends to prove more indifputably that fuch fcenes as
T have been defcribing are cr nfidered as common ordinary
tranfa@ions. The Captain does not feem to have expect-
ed reprifals; his trade appears to have fuffered no inter-
suption, and he continued there for feveral weeks after in
a ftate of quiet and compofure. But, Sir, Africans are’
men, and they have the feclings of men. Al this while
the- fire was not extin&, it only flumbered, and was foon
to break forth. In this part of the ftory alfo there is
much well worthy of notice. Several weeks:afterwards, one
oF- the Chieftains came on board to pay a friendly vifit, and
b'br:'ow fome cutlafles and mufquets, alleging the natural
p’rctéxt, that he was going up into the country to make war,
in order to get Slaves, and that the Captain fhould have
half of the booty. The requeft was fo reafonable, that it
‘could not be refufed ; any lurking fufpicion that might have -
been entertained of his vifit’s being hoftile was done away,
and he was readily furnifhed with what he required : indeed it
would have argued the Captain’s being very inattentive to the’
intereft of his employers if he had failed to comply with fo-
reafonable, fo cuftomary a requifition. Now, Sir, I dare fay,
whatever credit Gentlemen may be difpofed to give me fo;
the ground- work of the ftory, they conceive thefe at leaft are
merely my own comments ! But aftonifhing 4s it may feem,
this is ahnoft in terms the Captain’s own actount. So’ dead
and callous does this trade render thofe who are engaged in
it to every fentiment of perfonal danger and perfonal chara&er;
they have fo forgotten the impreflions fuch tranfattions muft
once have produced in themfelves ; and are fo loft to the fenfe
of the feelings they muft fill excite in others, that the Captain
himfelf, in a Proteft he afterwards drew up on account of the
lofs of the fhip, ftated, that the Chieftain came on board
_under pretence of borrowing fome arms, as he was going up
into the country to trade, and that he furnithed him with
mufquets and cutlafles, baving often lent him arms before.

He
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He feems not to apprehénd it poffible that any other blamé
tould attach on him than that of an improvident expenditure
of ftores, and with ‘all the folicitude of a man intent to pre-
ferve his commercial chara@er unimpeached, he is only anxious
to exculpate himfelf from this imputation. Is it poffible for
any thing to furnith a more ftriking exemplification of the
principles and nature and mode of conduéting the Slave
Trade! The Chieftain and his party perceiving the general
ftate of things favourable to their defign,‘(all the healthy part
of the crew being abfent on thore) and having thus put the
Captain off his guard, fuddenly feized him, and threw him
qv.erboard, haled him into their canoe, and hurried him to
land ; where a party of the Natives, who had been lying in
ambufh for the purpofe, immediately furprifed that part of the
crew before fpoken of. You doubtlefs expe to bé told that
they were all forthwith murdered by thefe favage Africans:
No fuch thing ; they only defired the Captain to give them
an order for goods on the veflel, with which he was obliged
to comply. Now then at leaft you are prepared to hear that
they proceeded to fatiate their revenge ; and if thig might feem
fomething like bad faith, confidering the ranfom had been
paid, the Captain himfelf had fet them the example: for on
the night before he had fallied forth in the execution of his
bleody enterprife he had drawn the black Chieftain on board
by a friendly invitation, and had detained him as a pledge for
his own fafety. But, Sir, thefe barbarians are not yet fo
improved as ourfelves in cruelty and treachery: they fet the
Captain and his men free without injury, and fent them back
to tell the world how much they come behind us in fraud; and
outdo us in humanity and honour.

There is nothing more ftriking to my own mind, (I do hot
know if -it may produce the fame impreflion on the Commit-
tee) than the way in which this tranfation came out. ' It was
indeed on a trial in a Britith Court of Juftice! But was it a
trial for piracy or murder ? — No, Sir: en a mere civil fuit,
Ainftituted for wages on the part of fome of the poor feamen,

E , who,
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who, fick and difabled, as I have before mentioned, having
‘been obliged to quit the fhip, becaufe the Natives threatened
to fet fire to her, and put them to death after they had
taken the Captain and healthy part of the crew, were refufed
by the owners this wretched compenfation for all their danger
and fufferings. Glad am I to fay they obtained a verdi&. Ibeg
the Committee will bear in mind the whole of this tranfaGion,
which fhews (if any thing can fhew it) the dreadful nature of
the Slave Trade ; its cruelty, its perfidy, its effets in Africa,
and on the minds of thofe who carry it on ; but that to which
I particularly wifh to point your attention, is the mature of
the Chieftain’s application, coupled with the Captain’s decla-
ration, that he had often given them fire-arms before, whence
you may collect, that thefe ravages are cuftomary things, the
regular mcde of doing bufinefs in the Slave Trade. Remem-
ber too, that thefe tranfactions were carrying on at the very
time our inquiry was going forward, and whilft our Oppo-
nent’s witnefles were ftrenuoufly denying not only the allual,
but even the poffible, exiftence of any fuch depredations.

There is however another inftance yet behind, which in
fome refpets furpafles in enormity even that I have juft now
ftated. Gentlemen may perhaps recolleét fome inftances in
our Evidence wherein, when the Natives have perfifted in
afking too much for their Slaves, a Captain has fired on their
towns, and ufed other compulfory means to bring them down
to more rcafonable terms. If a few lives fhould be loft in
this mode of adjufling the bargain, it does not much fignify ;
human life is appreciated but at a low rate in Africa.

Now, Sir, it will aftonifh the Houfe to hear of a recent
tranfaCtion of this fort, exceeding all former ones in magnitude
and enormity. This happened no longer ago than laft Auguft,
after all our arguments and difcuflions, when, if ever, you
would think the Slave Captains would have been on their good
behaviour. Six Britifh fhips, three belonging to Liverpool,
three to Briftol, were anchored off the Town of Calabar.

"Gentlemen will recolle&t the place,—it was the fcene of a
“dreadful maflacre about twenty years before, The Captains
’ of
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of thefe fix veffels /tbinking the Natives afked too much for .
their Slaves, and having in vhin endeavoured to prevail on
them to moderate their conditions, held a confultation how
they fhould proceed, and agreed to fire upon the town, unlefs
their terms fhould be complied with. They one evening
notified their determination, and acquainted the Traders that.
if they fhould continue obftinate, they would put it in exe-.
cution the next morning. In this inflance they kept their word,
They brought 66 guns to bear upon the Town, and fired on
it for two or three hours; not a fingle fhot was returned.—.
A canoe then came off to offer terms of accommodation,
ftating that much execution had been done, which was indced.
the lefs to be wondered, becaufe the guns had been pointed by old
men-of-war feamen. How dithonourable an exercife of their
fkill! The parties ftill not agreeing, whilft the poor people,
taking advantage of this ceflation, were feen on all fides mak-
ing their efcape into the woods, or paddling off in their
boats, fome one way, fome another, the firing recommenced;
more damage was done, and the obftinate Natives were at
length forced into fubmiflion. There are no certain accounts
of their lofs; report faid 50 were killed ; but fome were af-
terwards feen in the agonies of death, by thofe who were
afterwards fent on fhore to buy Slaves, and others badly
wounded : the affair however ended, as it ought, and I have
no doubt we may have the fatisfation to think many of the
Liverpool and Briftol Owners are fome hundred pounds richer
for the tranfa&ion. One circumftance I muft add, which I
had before omitted. though for my Country’s fake I would
gladly fupprefs it, and I recommend it in particular to the
confideration of thofe who have urged it as an argument for
our carrying on the Slave Trade, that it would be taken up
by other nations if we were to defift from it : a French fhip
was at the fame time in the Calabar River, the Captain of
which could not be prevailed on, by the Britith Captains, to
join in their enterprize. He bought at the high price; and
they were obliged to fufpend their bloody purpofe until he had
failed away with his cargo. Sir, it fhocks me more than all
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the reft to be obliged to fay, that T fear thefe matters are nat
altogether unknown at Briftol; and yet I hear thefe very -
Captains are furnithed with frefh births, as if they had raifed
their eftimation by this inftance of their aivity. Yes, Sir,
at this very moment, whilft we are fitting here, and talking
of Abolition, in contempt of our debates, in defiance of
our inquiries, nay, as if they thought hereby to recommend
themfelves to the fan&ion and countenance of a Britith Houfe
of Commons. Excufe my warmth ;—It is impofiible for
any one, who has the feelings of man, not to lofe his temper
in fpeaking of fuch proceedings. The Houfe being here cla-
morous for the names, Mr. W, ftated them: The Thomas,
of Briftol, Capt. Phillips ; Wafp, of ditto, Capt. Hutchenfon ;
Recovery, of ditto, Capt..Kimber; the Martha, of Liver-
pool, Captain Houfton ; the Betfey, of ditto, Capt. Doyle ;
the Amachree, of ditto, Capt. » 1 am not quite cer-
fain of the name, but I believe Captain Lee. .

I think, Sir, I have already laid enough to the charge of
this detefted traffic; yet believe me if I were fo difpofed,
I could add much more of a fimilar nature; but I will pafs
it over, juft only fuggefting one new topic on which I migh¢
enlarge, that I mean, of our ftaining the Commercial Honour
of Great Fritain, by defcending to every petty fraud in our
dealings with the Natives.

But not to take up any more of your time on this part
of the fubjet, I muft pafs on to another, which originally
ftruck my mind as being more horrid than all the reft,
and which I think ftill retains its fuperiority ; I mean the
fituaticn of the Slayes on board a fhip, or what is common-
ly called the Middle Paffage. I will fpare the Committee,
however, the detail of all thofe perfections in cruelty which
it exhibits ; but two or three inftances I muft mention, be-
caufe they are of a recent date, and ftill more becaufe they
will tend to convince thofe who are inclined rather to regulate
than abolith the Slave Trade, that fo long as it is fuffered to
exift, the evils of the Middle Paffage muft exift alfo, theugh
in refpect of them more than any other clafa, regulanon might

have
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have been deemed effetual. We were told, T remember,
jn an early ftagé of our inquiry, that formerly indeed the
Negroes were but ill accommodated during their conveyance,
and perhaps there was now and then a confiderable mortality;
but fuch had been the improvements of late years, tiat they
were now quite comfortable and happy. Yet it was no longer
ago than in the year 1788, that Mr. Ifaac Wilfon, whofe in-
telligent and candid manner of giving his evidence, could not
but imprefs the Committee with a high opinion of him, was
doomed to witnefs fcenes as deeply diftrefling as almoft ever
occurred in the annals of the Slave Trade. I will not con-
demn the Committee to liften to the particulars of his dread-
ful tale, but for the prefent will content myfelf with pointing
your attention to the mortality. His fhip was a veflel of 370
tons, and fhe had on board 602 Slaves, a number greater
‘than we at prefent allow, but rather lefs [ think, than what
was afferted by the Slave Merchants to be necé{Tary in order
to carry on their trade to any tolerable profit. Out of thefe
602 fhe loft 155. I will mention the moytality alfo of three
.or four more veflels which were in company with her, and
belonged to the fame owner, One of them bought 450,
and buried 2co; another bought 466, and buried 73 ; ano-
ther bought 546, and buried 158; befides 155 from his
own fhip, his number being 602 ; and from the whole four
after the landing of their Cargoes there died 220. He fell
in with anoher veflel which loft 352, the number fhie had
bought -was not fpecified: to thefe actual deaths during and
_immediately after the voyage, add the fubfequent lofs in what
is called the feafoning, and confider that this lofs would be
greater than ordinary in Cargoes landed in fo fickly a ftate,
‘Why, Sir, were fuch a n\o;tality general, it would in a few
months depopulate the earth. We afked the Surgeon the
caufes of thef: exceffive loffes, particularly on board his own
thip, where he had it in his power to afcertain them; the fub-
flance of his reply was this:—that moft of the Slaves ap-
peared to labour under a fixed dejeftion and melancholy,
interrupted now and then by lamentations and plaintive fongs,
expreffive of their concern for the lofs of their relations

and
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and friends, and native country. So powerfully did this' ope-
rate, that many attempted various ways of deftroying them-
felves ; fome endeavoured to drown themfelves, and three
attually effefted it; others obftinately refufed to take fufte-
nance, and when the whip and other compulfive means were
ufed to compel them to eat, they looked up in the face of the
officer who unwillingly executed this painful tafk, and faid in
their own language ¢ prefently we thall be no more.” Their
ftate of mind produced a general languor and debility, which
were increafed in many inftances by an unconquerable abf}i-

" nence from food, arifing partly from ficknefs, partly, to ufe

the language of Slave Captains, from  fulkinefs.”” Thele
caufes naturally produced the flux, the contagion fpread, num-
bers were daily carried off, and the diforder aided by fo many
powerful auxiliaries refifted all the force of medicine. And
it is worth while to remark, that thefe grievous fufferings ap-
pear to have been in no degree owing cither to want of care
on the part of the owner, or to any negligence or harfhnefs of
the Captain. When Mr. Wilfon was queftioned if the fhip
was well fitted ; as well. fays he, as moft veflels are, and the
Crew and Slaves as well treated as in moft fhips; and he
afterwards fpeaks of his Captain in ftill ftronger terms, as
being a man of tendernefs and humanity. The fhip in which
Mr. Claxton the Surgeon failed, fince the Regulating A&,
afforded a repetition of all the fame horrid circumftances I

* have before alluded to. Suicide, in various ways, was at-

tempted and effeCted, and the fame barbarous expedients were
reforted to, in order to compel them to continue an exiftence
too painful to be endured : the mortality alfo was as great.
And yet here alfo it appears to have been in no degree the fault
of the Captain, who is reprefented as having felt for the
Slaves in their wretched fituation. If fuch was the ftate of
things under Captains who had ftill the feelings of their nature,
what muft it be under thofe of a contrary defcription? It
would be a curious fpeculation to confider what would be the
conduct towards his Cargs of fuch a man as one of the fix I
lately fpoke of ? it would be_curious to trace fuch an one in
idea through all the opponumtles the Middle Paflage would

afford
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afford him of difplaying the predominant features of his
chara&ter. Unhappily, Sir, it is not left for us here to form
our own conjeGures ! Of the condu& of one of them at
leaft, I have heard incidents which furpafs all my imagination
could have conceived. One of them I would relate, if it
were not almoft too fhocking for defcription; and yet I feel
it my duty, in the fituation in which I ftand, not to fuffer
myfelf to pay too much attention to what has been well
called fqueamifhnefs on the part of the Committee. If it be too
bad for me to recite, or for you to hear, it was not thought
too bad for one of thofe poor creatures to fuffer, of whom I
have this night the honour to be the Advacate. There was
a poor girl on board, about fifteen years of age, who had
unfortunately contralted a diforder, which produced effe@s
that rendered her a peculiar obje&t of commiferation. In this
fituation the poor girl being quite naked, bent down in a
ftooping pofture, withing out of modefty to conceal her infir-
mity, the Captain ordered her to walk upright, and when the
could not, or would not obey, he hoifted her up, naked as fhe
was, by the wrifts, with her feet a little diftance from the
deck ; and whilft fhe there hung, a fpeGacle to the whole
crew, he flogged her with a whip with his own hands. He
then hung her up in a fimilar way by both legs, and laftly by
one leg; till at length having thus exhaufted the efforts of his
favage invention, he releafed her from her torments. The
poor girl never teok heart again; what with the pain, and’
what with the fhame fthe fuffered, fhe fell into convulfions,
and died within three days. The perfon who related this fak
, to me is a profeffional man, who is ready to declare it upon his
" oath. He has related to me other als of barbarity, nearly
as atrocious ; and you will be little furprifed to hear, that the
cruelties of this wretch were not confined to Slaves only, but
that the Sailors came in for their fhare. Mr. Wilberforce -
being called upon for the name of the Cgptain, faid, Captain
Kimber is the man who performed thefe feats, the Com-
mander of one of the fix fhips in the affair of Calabar.—
“Think only that thefe things paffed but a few months ago,

and
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and here too, as I have before had occafion to remark, you
will oblerve that this was at the very noment of our inquiry
and difcuffion ; and yct even then they could noty though but
for a fhort interval, fufpend their work of cruelty, but pur-
fucd it more daringly and defperately than ever. And fo will
it ever be whilft you employ fuch Agents as the Slave Trade
either finds or makgs.: you will in vain endeavour to pre-
vent the effelts of thofe'frrocious difpofitions which this favage
traflick too commonly creates; till your regulations can
counterall the force of habit, and change the nature of the
buman mind, they will here be ‘of no avail.

Nor,as you muft have already colle&ed, can they have all that
effec which has fometimes been fuppofed even in preventing the
mortality. 1 do not, indeed, deny that the Regulating A& has

* leflen<d this, but not in the degree in whicn it is generally ima-
gined ; and even in the laft year I know the deaths on thipboard
will be fcund to have been between 10 and 1 per cent. on the
whole number that was exported.—In truth, you cannot reach
the caufe of this mortality by all your Regulat:ons.—Until
you can cure a broken keart, until you can legiflate for the
affeGtions, and bind by your ftatutes the paffions and feclings
of the mind, you will in vain fit here devifing rules and orders:
your labour will be but in vain: you cannot make thefe
poor creatures live againft their will: in fpite of all you can
do they will elude your Regulations; they will mock your
Oudinances ; and triumph, as they bave done, in ¢fzaping out
of your hands. _

O, Sir! are not thefe things too bad to be any longer
endured ! I cannot but periuade myfelf that whatever dif-
ference of opinion there may have been, we fhall this night
be at length unanimous. I cannot believe that a Britith
Houfe of Commons will give its fan&ion to the continuance.
of this infernal traffick. We were for a while ignorant of
its real nature, but it has now been completely developed, and
laid open to your view in all its- horrors. Never was there
indeed a fyftem fo big with wickednefs and cruelty: to what-
ever part of it you direct your view, whether to Africa, the

Middle
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Middle Paffage; or the Wet Indies, thé eye fliids no comfort,
no fatisfa&ion, no relief. It is the gracious ordination of
Providence, both in the natural atid moral world, that good
fhould often arife out of evil: hurricanes clear the air, and
the propagation of truth i§ promoted by perfecution: pride,
vanity, profufion, in their remoter confeqiiences contribute
often to the happinefs of mankind; in common too what is
in itfelf evil and vicious, is pertmtted to carry along with it
fome circumftances of palliation ; even thofe deferiptions of
men that may feem moft noxious have often fome virtues
belongmg to their order ; the Arab is hofpltable, ‘the robber
is brave; we do not neceffarily find cruelty affociated with
fraud, or meannefs with injuftice. But here the cafe is far

otherwife } it is the prerogative of this detefted traffick to

feparate from evil its concomltant good, and reconcile difcoidant
mifchiefs ; it robs war.of its generofity, it deprives peace of
its fecurity; you have the vices of polithed fociety without
its knowledge or its comforts’; and thé evils of barbarifm with-
out its fimplicity. Nor are its ravages reﬁn&ed as thofe .of
other evils to certain limits either of extent or continuarce 3 H
in the latter it is conftant and unintermitted, in the former it.
is univerfal and indifcriminate. No age, no fex, no rank,
no condition, is exempt from the fatal influence of this wide=
wafting calamity! Thus it attains to the fulleft meafure of

_ pure, unmixed, unfophifticated wickednefs, and fcorning all

competition or gomparifon, it ftands without a rival in the

fecure, undifputed pofleffion of its deteftable pre-eminence.
‘Such being the true charaller of that abhorred fyftem
which I this night call upon you to abolith, it would I think:
be matter of inexpreflible aftonithment to any one, wha be-
ing new to the difcuffion ‘of this fubje&t, thould be told for the
fiuft time, that it had been fometimes attempted to be de~
fended on the ground of humanity and benevolence. I da
not know that it is neceffary to urge any thing in reply to
this ftrange argument, and I doubt whether any man
poflefled of all the powers of eloquence could make its ab-
furdity appear more ftrongly than by ﬁmply ftating it, and
F leaving
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leaving it to itfelf. To honour it however with fomewhat
moré particular attention than it.deferves; it has been faid
the Slaves we take are captives and convi&ts, who, if we were
‘not to carry them away, would all be butchered, and many of
them facrificed at the funerals of people of rank, according to
the favage cuftom of Africa. Now, here, I beg it may be
obferved in the firft place, that this argument applies only to
the cafe of thofe Slaves who are prifoners of war and con-
viéts, and what I have already faid muft have convinced the
Committee, how much of our fupply is derived from other
fources. And were it even true that you faved all of thefe
.two defcriptions of people from certain death, thefe advocates
for humanity would not have much on which to congratulate
themfelves, would they but eftimate the total wafte of the
fpecies which refulted from this exercife of their philanthropy.
But this plea, miferable as it would be if it were true, is al-
together falfe and groundlefs. T could prove it fo by a thou-
fand quotations if I were not afraid of trefpafling on the pa-
tience of the Committee; you have but to glance on the
Evidence, and find it acknowledged by our opponents them-
. felves, that the cuftom of ranfoming prifoners of war prevails
in Africa; and as for what has been faid of human facrifices, |
I do not deny that there have been fome inftances of thefe,
but they have been by no means proved more numerous or
frequent than amongft other barbarous nations, and where
they exift, being als of religion in order to quiet the Manes
of the deceafed Chieftain, they would probably not be waved
for the fake of a'little commercial advantage; In the very
inftance of the King of Dahommey, which has been fo much
infifted on, one of the moft intelligent and ftrenuous of the
witnefles againft the Abolition, declared he believed that if the
conviéts fhould fall fhort for thefe facrifices, the requifite
number would be fupplied by innocent people who would be
feized for that purpofe : fo that admitting cven the truth of
your own aflertion, you bring away fuch as have deferved te:
fuffer, in order to leave the innocent to be facrificed in their

flvad.
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But if not facrificed, the flaves, if we were to refule ta
buy them, would be deftroyed.—T6 this affertion alfo we can
oppofe not only the reafoni of the thing, but abundant, com-
plete, indifputable teftimony: in fa& nothing can be mote
ridiculous than the grounds on which it has been aflerted
that the refufed Slaves are deftroyed or facrificed. I will men-
tion to the Committee a fingle inftance or two as a fpecimen
of the reft; itis to be found in the evidence of Capt. Frazer.
I was curiotts to difcover how a perfon declared to be in ge-
neral a man of an amiable temper, could reconcile it to his
principles and feelings to carry on the Slave Trade: The
" folution was furnifhed me when I found that he had im-
bibed this notion of the unhappy fate of the refufed Slaves, .
Gonfidering that he himfelf told us of other modes wherein
they were difpofed of in various places, I thought him a little
unreafonable in this opinion: however, he frankly gave us
the grounds of it: I muft beg the Committee to hear them
in his own words :—* I had a Cabenda boy with me as a
¢ linguift, who informed me, one evening, that a Slave, whom
¢« I would not purchafe, was put to death in the following
¢ manner :—the owner of this Slave who came from the in-
¢ land country, as I was informed, called the traders and
¢ fithermen together under a large tree.  He told them that
¢ the Slave whom the White Man would not buy, had run |
¢ away from him feveral times in his own country. He ac~’
% cufed him of dithonefty. He declared that by the cuftom
« of that country, every man that met a runaway Slave was
« obliged to bring him back to his mafter, for which the
¢ mafter was obliged to pay him. He faid that this Slave run
¢ away three times from him : that he paid more for bring-
¢ ing him back than he was worth : that he derived no be-
< nefit from his labour : that he had offered him to 2 White
« Man, who refufed to purchafe him at the price he afked :
¢ that he was determined to put him to death to prevent the
¢ neceffity of paying any more for bringing him back, and
« as an example to the reft of his Slaves.”

' Fa ' He
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. He then recites the particulars of the mode wherein the
awner proceeded to the execution of his purpofe. But can
any thing be more unfaxr than to urge thig as a proof that
 yefufed Slaves in general are put to death, It fcems almoft
as if thc owner of this boy had been on his guard to prevent
the poﬂibnhty of fuch a conﬂ:ru&lon ‘he daes nat act like a
man who thmks he may take away the life of his Slave on the
mere 1mpulfc of his own caprice, but he is fohcxtous net tq
fub_,e& hlmfelf to fuch an imputation; he is anxious to juf:
tify hlmfelf to the furrounding natives, who might otherwife
yefent his condu& he accordingly convenes them for thag
purpofe, and explaxns at large the grounds of his proceed-
ing. Another inftance is mentioned by Captain Frazer,
wherein a fuckmg child was about to be put to death, if he
had not humanely refcued it by the offer of a jug of brandy,
Byt he has himfelf furnithed you with an explanation of this
. incident ; and on ;eadmg a little farther you find that it was
the child of a2 woman who had beep purchafed the fame day
by another, Captain, Captain Frazer carried the c}uld on
board and reftored it to its mother, who went on her knces
and kifled his feet.
Bt leaving this topick of the maffacre of refufed Slaves, it
is added by the fame votaries of humanity, that the general
ftate of things in Africais fuch, that the Slave Trade cannog
" yender it worfe ; that it is kindnefs to the-inhabitants of thag
country to take them out of it. In thort, that inftead of be-
ing the worft enemies as I have ﬁated, we have been in fa&
the benefattors of the Africans, ‘This is a part, of the fubs
Je& on which very miftaken notions have prevailed, and I
beg leave to read certain extracts I have made with relation to
it; they are many of them fele@ed from the pnbhcatlonof
my noble. fnend before referred to.

F rom thefé it will appear that the ftate of things in Afncw
is by no means fo barbarous as has been reprefented, and that
the fituation of thofe who are in the condition of Slach
thcmfelves, is in no degree a ftate of hard(hip and degrada-

tion. ¢ Axim, fays Bofman, is cultivated, and abounds
B , ith
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with numerous large and beautiful villages ; its inhabitants
are induftrioufly employed in trade, fithing, or agriculture ;
they cxport rice to all the Gold Coaft”— there is a great
number of fine populous villages on the River Ancobar”’—
¢« The inhabitants of Adom always expofe large quantmes
of corn, &c. to fale, befides what they want for their own ufe.”
$¢ The people, of Acron feldom or never go to war; they
hufband their time and grounds fo well that every year pro-
duces a plentiful harveft.” Speaking of the Gold Cu:ft, he
fays, « their moft artful works are the gold and filver hat~
bands they make for us,.the thread and contexture of which
is fo fine that I.queftion whether our European artifts would
not be put to it to imitate them ; and indeed if they could,

"and were no better pajd than-the Negroes, they would be

obliged to live on dry bread.”—< The people of Fida arc fo
ftrongly bent on trade and agriculture, that they never think
of war,”—Speaking of the Fetu country, he fays, « fre-
quently when walking - through it, I have feen it abound
awith fine well-built and populous towns, agreeably enriched
with vaft quantities of corn and cattle, palm wine and oil.
The inhabitants all apply themfelves withoyt diftinction to
agriculture : fome fow corn, others prefs oil, and draw wine
from the palin trees.’ .

I will now read.fronr the evxdencc certam exu’a&s de-
fcriptive of the ftate of Slaves in Africa; ard from theff:
it will appear whether even their fituation is fuch,a one
as to give them much reafon to envy the condition of their
prethren, who have been carried to the Weft Indies.
$¢ The Slaves-are well fed, their labour is not conftant, and
there is no driver in Senegal and Gambia.”—¢ Domeftick
flaves have all the advantages of free men.”’—¢ Borr Slaves
cannét be fold but for a crime on trial by their own clan.”
—And again, « domefticks are not fold by their mafters but
for enorimous crimes, and after trial by their own clan.”
-4 Many flaves in Africa are not eafily diftinguithed from
their mafters.”— Slaves are treated well and familiarly at
Ancrola. — On thc contjnent of Africa Slaves are few in
' number,
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nurhber, they are treated well, eat with their mafters, work
along with them, and are well clothed.”—¢ The Slaves of
perfons in Africa are treated by them as Europeans treat
people of their own family;” and not to multiply extralts
unnecéffarily, I will only add on this head the declaration of
a witnéfs, who informs us, that though « Blacks in Africa
have faid they were Slaves, he never difcovered this from
their treatment.”

I c#mot difimifs this branch of the fubje& without begg-
ing the Committee to attend to fome few farther extraéts
from authors of credit, which fuggeft how far Africa has
benefited from her conne&ion with Europeans. They fhall
be but few, for were I difpofed to multiply them, there would
be no end of my labour. - I will pafs over many I had fele&ted
for the purpofe of ftating them to the Houfe, which refpeét the
pratices of breaking up villages, and of depredations both of
the Whites on the Blacks, and of the Blacks on each other,
encouraged and ftimulated by the Europeans; but I muft
. beg leave to read to the Committee a few which fpeak of
the exertions of our aive benevolence in inciting them to
. war, and of the effet of the Slave Trade upon the criminal
law and the adminiftration of juftice. From thefe laft it will
appear how far we can pretend with any decency, that by our
humane interference we had refcued their conviéts from the
barbarous feverity of their fanguinary laws, and introduced
a milder fyftem of criminal ﬁmfprudence

Smith, who was fent out by the Royal African Company,
in 1726, affures us, that  the difcerning natives account it
- their greateft unhappinefs that they were ever vifited by the
Europeans. They fay that we Chriftians introduced the
traffick of Slaves, and that before our coming they lived in
peace. But, fay they, « it is-obfervable wherever Chriftianity
comes, there come with it a fivord, a gun, powder, and ball.”*:

¢« The Europeans,” fays Brue,  are far from defiring to a&
as peace-makers among them. It would be too contrary to
their interefts ; for the only obje& of their wars is to carry
oﬁ' Slaves, and as thefe form the principal part of their traffick,

» thcy




€ 39 )

they would be apprehenfive of drying up the fource of it, were
they to encourage the people to live well together.””—¢ The
neighbourhood of the Damel and T'in keep them perpetually
at war, the benefit of which accrues to the Company, who
buy all the prifoners made on either fide, and the more there
are to fell, the greater is their profit; for the only end of
their armaments is to make captives to fcll them to the White
T'raders.”

- Artus of Dantzick fays, that in his time « thofe liable to
pay fines were banithed until the fine was paid, when tbey
returned to their houfes and pofleflions.”

Bofman affirms, that « the punifhment for adultery is by
fine ; the fine among the common people is 4, §, or 6 pounds,
and among the rich more, perhaps 100l. or 200l. he has
heard of fines of §,000l.”—¢ The punifhment for theft on the
Gold Coaft is by fine.”—<¢ The greateft crimes at Whydah
are generally compenfated by money.” Speaking of the Gold
Coaft, he fays, « Nobody is here fined above his ability, unlefs
by an accumulation of crimes he hath given occafion there-
to, and then he is fent into Slavery.”’—At Benin he informs
us, that < theft is punifhed by reftitution and fine, and if the
thief is poor, after the reftitution of the goods, if in his power,
he is very well beaten.”

Moore, who refided feven years on the Coaft, as Faltor te
the Company, fays, « fince this Trade has been ufed, all pu-
nithments have been changed into Slavery; there being an
advantage in fuch condemnation, they ftrain the crimes
very hard in order to get the benefit of felling the criminal.
Not only murder, theft, and adultery, are punithed by felling
the criminal for a Sxave, but every triﬂing crime is punifhed‘
in the fame manner.’

Atkins, fpeaking of adultery and theft, fays, « Trade has
o infe@ted them with covetoufnefs and fraud, that the Chiefs
will put fnares both for the one and the other, driving at the
profit, and not at the punifhment of a crime.”

Loyer affirms, that < the King of Sain on the leaft pretence
fells his fubje&ts for European goods. He is {6 tyrannically

"~ fevere,
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fevere, that he makes a whole village refponfible for the faults
of one inhabitant, and on the leaft offence fells them all for
Slaves.”

" Such, Sir, are the teftimonies that have been borne, not
by perfons whom I have fummoned, not by friends to the
Abolition, but by men who were, many of them, themfelves
engaged in the Slave Trade. Many, many more I could
add of the fame kind, but thefe are abundantly fufficient to
refute the unfounded affertions of thefe pretended advocates
for humanity. But in truth were they even to make good
their aflertions, they would in my mind.little mend their
caufe : were it ever fo true, ‘as it is moft falfe, that you
made them happier by taking them away, this would give
you no right to take them againft their will,

I have fometimes been reproached with my extravagant hu«
manity. But I may now repel the accufation, and for myfelf
declare, as I have faid before, that I reft this queftion not on
the ground of humanity, but of religion and juftice. It has
fometimes alfo been imputed to me, that I am atuated by a
fpirit of fanaticifin and bigotry; but I beg it may here be
obferved, that it is on my epponents and not on me that thefe
charges may be fairly urged; their’s are the very principles on
which have been refted the grofeft {yftems of bigotry and
fuperftition that ever difgraced the annals of mankind. Onwhat
other principles was it that Mahomet fent forth his Muflulmen
to ravage the world. 'Was it not thefe that lighted the fires
of the inquifition ? Have not both thefe {yftems been founded
on the notion of your having a right to violate the laws of
juftice, for the purpofes of humanity ? Did they not both
plead that they were promoting the eternal happinefs of mar-
kind ; and that their proceedings were therefore to be jufs
tified on the diCtates of true and enlarged benevolence ! But
the religion I profefs is of another nature ; it teaches me firft
to do juftice, and next to love mercy; not that the tlaims of
thefe two will ever be really found to be jarring and incons
fiftent: When you obey the laws of Ged, when you attend
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to the claims of juftice, you will then alfo beft confult and
moft advance the happinefs of mankind. This is true, this
is enlarged benevolence ; and of this it may be affirmed in
- the unparalleled language of a great writer, ‘¢ that her feat

¢ is the bofomn of God, her voice the harmony of the world :
¢« all things in heaven and earth do her homage, the very
« leaft as feeling her care, the greateft as not exempted
¢ from her influence: both angels and men, and every-other
< creature, though each in different fort and order, yet all
<« with uniform confent, admiring"her as the mother of their
<« peace and joy.”

I fhall next touch for a moment on a ground whereon
our opponents, driven as they are from place to place
in queft of argument, have often attempted to take their
ftand ; that I mean of other nations being likely to carry on
the Slave Trade if we were to abandon it; on which the
conclufion is then refted, that if fo, however ‘wicked; how-
ever cruel it is, we might as well carry it on ourfelves.
"Admitting the fuppofition to bé juft, the inference that is
drawn from it was fo completely expofed laft. year by the
‘Right Honourable Gentleman oppofite to ms; that it can
“hardly be neceffary for me now to fay a fyllable on the ﬂxbje&.
I will therefore only repeat what I have declired on former
occafions, that I have no doubt if we were to abolith the
Slave Trade, other nations would follow our example.

Nor can any thing be more unreafonable than for Gentle-
‘men to urge againft the probability of this event, that
the nations in- queftion fo far from abolifhina, have even
Jately pafled edi@s, and granted bounties for the encourage-
ment of the Trade. If for four or five years we have beesi
‘carrying on a laborious inveftigation into its nature and cir-
cumflances; if after developing its genuine charaller; and
afcertaining its drcadful effeCs, we ftill hang back and hefi-
tate, was it fair to expe&; as I argued on a former occafion,
that the nations ini queftion fhould relinquith the Trade with-
out inquiry, little acquainted as they muft be fuppofed to be
with its accumulated horrors, and even confirmed by our

. ‘ G delay
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delay in the idea of their baving been exaggerated? And is it
juft to infer, that they will continue in the commiffion of
thefe critnes knowingly, becaufe they have hitherto done it
ignorantly ? In fa&, Sir, an incident that has lately happened’
in a neighbouring kingdom, tends to confirm this very rea-
foning, and it fhould encourage the friends of Abolition to
find that their generous efforts have already produced fome
effe@. Denmark has confented to. abolith the Slave Trade
in 10 years. Dreadful indeed is the idea of tolerating for a
moment, much more for fo leng a term, fuch a fyftem of
* wickednefs ; but let it be faid in excufe for Denmark, that the
knew but little of its enormity in comparifon with us, and
that fhe alfo with fomewhat more eolour of reafoning, if the
argument can in any cafe be endured, may allege that the
number of Slaves fhe takes off was fo fmall, that her going
out of the trade would make no real difference in the number
exported from Africa. - But can we fay this, who carry off
almoft as many as all the reft of Europe put together? There
is in fa& no nation in the world by which this argument may
not be ufed with more decency than by ourfelves.

But miferable as this pretext is, I am afraid it will be found
on a clofer inquiry that we have no right to avail ourfelves of
it: let us afk ourfelves honeftly, if we aét like thofe who are
really influenced by this confideration : if we were fincere in our
profeffions, we fhould furely labour to convince the nations
of Europe of the enormities of the Slave Trade, and ftrive to.
prevail on them to defift from it; whereas we do the very re-
verfe, we fan&ion it by our example, we pufh it to an un-
paralleled extent, and furnifth them with this very argument,
which it they accept, the Slave Trade can never be abolithed
at all. But there are fome perfons who adopt a ftill bolder
language, and who declare without referve, that religion and
juftice, and humanity command the Abolition of the Slave
Trade, but that they muft oppofe the meafure becaufe it is
inconfiftent with the national intereft. I truft and believe
no fuch argument will be ufed this night; for what is it
but to eftablith a competition between God and Mammon,.

and
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" and to adjudge the preference to the latter ? what but to de-
throne the moral Governor of the world, and to fall down
and worthip the Idol of Intereft? What a manifefto were
this to the furrounding nations ; What a leflon to our own
people ! Come then ye Nations of the Earth, and learn a
new Code of Morality from the Parliament of Great Britain. .
‘We have difcarded our old prejudices; we have difcovered
that religion and juftice, and humanity, are mere rant and
rhapfody. Why, Sir, thefe are principles which Epicurus
would have reje&ted for their impiety, and Machiavel and
Borgia would have difclaimed as 20 infamous for avowal, and
%00 injurious to the general happinefs of mankind. I God
in his anger weuld punith us for this formal renunciation of
his authority, what feverer vengeance could he infi& than
our fuccefsful propagation of thefe accurfed maxims ? Con-
fider what effe@s would follow from their univerfal preva-
Jence; what fcenes fhould we foon behold around us ; in pﬁi-
* blick affairs, breach of faith, and anarchy and bloodthed ; ih
private life, fraud and diftruft, and perfidy, and whatever can
degrade the human chara&er, and poifon the comforts of focial
and domeftick intercourfe. 'Men muft retire to caves and
deferts, and withdraw from a world become too bad to be
endured. o . '

If it be, however, our formal determination thus to fur-
‘render ourfelves, without referve, to the domination of hard,
unfeeling avarice, if we do refolve thus to fell ourfelves for
gain, let it not, at leaft, be for fuch a gain as this, fo minute,
-fo dubious, which the ableft and beft informed men in the

- kingdom declare to you to be an injurious, rather than a
beneficial pofleffion ; let us atchieve fome clearly profitable
villany, fome mafter-firoke of wickednefs ; we fhall then at
leaft be juftified on our own principles : butin this inftance
you incur the utmoft guilt in purfuit of the fmalleft and moft

" queftionable profit, and difcredit not your hearts only, but

- your underftandings. And if ever there were a feafon when
we thould leaft of all a& on this principle, it is the prefent
day of our uncxampled profperity : fhall we chufe this very
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mement, when we are enjoying fo much from the bounty ¢
"Providence, for openly trampling its laws under our feet, anx
. pouring contempt on its moft au‘tho,ritative injuntions
Why, Sir, if there were one of the brute creatjon, who, be-
ing himfelf pampered to the full, were thus to make his hagv-,
pinefs confift in vexing and perfecuting thofe weaker animals
whom his ftrength enabled him to injufe with impunity, we
thould drive it from us as top bad: jo be domefticated by
mankind. Oh Sir! let us fpare a fmall part of our full cup
of happinefs, in order to give comfort and joy ta thoufands
-upon thoufands of our fellow creatures who are now groan-
4ing under oppreflion and wretc ednefs : nay you are not even
galled upon in this inftance to give up any thing you enjoy ;
Jbut hére'yqu niay do good by wholefale, and at no expence ;
you may enrich others and be yourfelves no poorer., Surely it
is confiderations like thefe, it is the deflire of ceafing from
. the guilt of abufing the bounty of Heaven, and a fenfe. of
thé,obligatio,n they are uner to cdmgnunicate to others. the
thappinefs they themfelves enjoy, that has caufed the people of
‘Great Britain to flep forward-on this occafion, and exprefs
their fenfe more generally and unequivocally than in any-in-
ftance wherein they have ever b:fore interfered. I fhould in
vain attempt to exprefs to you the fatisfation with which it
has filled vy mind, to fee {o great and glorious a'concurrence,
to.fee this great capfe triumphing over all léil'er diftintions,
and {ubftituting cordiality and harmony in the place of diftruft
and oppofition:- por have its effects amongft ourfelves been in
- this,refpe& lefs diffinguithed or lefs honourable; it has raifed
the charaller of Parliament. Whatever may have been
thonght or faid concerning the unreftrained prevalency of our
palitical divifions, it has taught furrounding nations, it has
taught our admiring country, that there are fubjeéts flill be-
yond the reach of party, there is a point of elevation where
we get above the jarring of the difcordant elements that suf-
fleand agitate the vale below: in our .ordinary atmofphere,
clouds and vapours obfcure the air, and we are the fport of 2
thoufand -confli&ting winds and adverfe currents ; but heres
' we
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we move in a higher region, )vhere all is peace and clear and
ferene, free from perturbation and difcompofure :
’ - As fome tall cliff that lifts its awful form,
Swells from' the vale and midway leaves the ftorm ;
Tho’ round its breaft the rolling clouds are fpxead
- Eternal funfhine fettles on its head.. v
Here then, on.tnis auguft eminence, let us build the tem-
ple of bengvolénce ; let us lay its foundation deep, in truth
and juftice, and lgt the infcription on its gates, be Peace and
good Will towards men. Here let us offer the firft fruit of our
prolperity 5 here let us devote ourfelves to the fervice of
thefe wretched men, and go forth burning with a generous
ardor to compepfate, if poffible, fer the injuries we have hi-
therto brought on them : Let us heal the breaches we have
amade : Let us r;joicg,ingbeeommg.ehc‘ happy inftruments .of
arrefting the progrefs of rapine .defolation,- and of in-
troducing into that immenfe country the bleflings of chrifti~
anity,. the comfosts of civilizzd:and the fweets of focial life.
I am perfuaded,: Sir, there is no man who hears me who
would not join with me in hailing the- arrival :of. this happy
period; who does not feel his mind cheered and folaced by
the contemplation of thefe delightful f¢encs. The firft ﬁ'ep
towards realizing them, muft be to agree with me this night in
the motion I bring forward.
But it has been fometimes faid, thefe are all idle and illu-
_five .expe@ations ; the Africans are unconquerably favage ;
.all attempts to civilize them muft be m vain. Whatever,
-1 might have thought of the argument itfelf, I fhould have
given thofe wha urged it, more credis for their fincerity, if
I had found them ating like men who were convinced of its
truth; but furely,. it argues their diftruft of its validity; when
you fee them not mncrely abftaining themfelyes from attempt-
ing, the civilization of Africa, byt, even obftructing and
oppofing others who are engaged in the profecution of
this benevolent defign. It is with fhame and humiliation,
I remind the Committee of the refiftance that was made to
an honpurable friend of mine, when he brought forward a
' meafure
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meafure for eftablithing one little fettlement in Africa, where-
in the' natives, fecure from the ravages of the Slave Trade,

might cultivate the ground in peace ; where we might infti--

tute a bloodlefs traffic in the produ&ions of the foil, inftead of
this wicked commerce in the flelh and blood of our fellow
creatures. How was he thwarted in the exercife of his bene-
volence? Petitions poured in from the African Traders, the
whole ftate of things was changed, and the ndtives, who had
been before defcribed as being fo infuperably indolent, that it
was impoffible to prevail on them to work, were now ftated
to be an induftrious people, who furnithed the African fhips
with rice and other provifions in great quantities, and at rea-
fonable rates. But, Sir, thefe inconfiftencies and contradic-
tions were not wanted to convince any reafonable man, that
‘there was no foundation for the-opinion, that it was impoffi -
ble to civilize the continent of Africa. After having fo long
troubled the Houfe, I dare not enter into the wide field; it
would be neceffary for us to inveftigate, in order to the com-
plete difcuffion of this argument: I may do it hereafter, if it
be required of me ; mean while, I will not only remark, that
there are no inftances of barbarifm amongft the Africans, far
- which we may not find a parallel in the hiftory of our own an-
ceftors. In fa&, Sir, this argument when traced to its foun-
dation; will be found to bottom on theé opinion, that the Ne-
groes are not of the human fpecies : this is now, I hope and
_ believe, an exploded idea; but let it never be forgotten, that

none was originally contended for with more thamelefs obfti-
- nacyy and I now mention it the rather, becaufe I am per-

fuaded that the Slave Trade can find no other refting place.

And, give me leave to fay, that the advocates for this inhu-

man, traffic, acted more honeftly, and fairly, and openly

whilft they took their ftand here, than they do now in conti-

nuing to contend after they have been forced to abandon the

premifes. Oh! Sir, for their own happinefs it were to have

been wifhed, that thefe poor creatures had not been pofiefied

of human feelings ! but they have fthewn the contrary, by

ten thoufand different praofs. They are confefled to be in
‘ ' . theig
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their own country, remarkably hofpitable and kind.- What do
they not feel on being feparated from their friends and connec-
tions and native country? Witnefs their arts of fuicide on
fhip board, and that expedient which is provided in the very
conftru&tion of a Slave fhip, to prevent their terminating an
exiftence, become too painful to be endured : Their attach-
ment to their mafters, when kindly treated, is acknowledged
by our opponents, and a thoufand other proofs might be ad-
duced of their poflefling all the beft feelings of our nature.
No, Sir; it.is we, that muft confefs ourfelves deficient
in tendernefs. From thefe defpifed beings, whom we would
degrade to the level of the brute creation, let us difcover
what it is to have human feelings; let us learn from them the
myftery of compaffion, and borrow the fympathies of a nature
fuperior in fenfibility to our own.

I muft fay a word or two concerning the terms of . my mo-
tion, which differs a little from that of laft year. Gentlemen
may concur with me in my vote who approve of a bill for de-
ferring the period of Abolition. My convition of the
indifpenfable neceflity of immediately ftopping this trade re-
mains however as ftrong and anfhaken as ever ; 7 can admit
of no compromife, and will avail myfelf of any oppor-
tunity of at once deftroying this fyftem of iniquity. I am fure
too, Sir, that the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade is
to be juftified on the principles of lfound policy. Let it not
be thought, Sir, either of my Right Honourable Friend,
who fits near me, or of myfelf, that it was for our
own fakes that we went into that minute detail, and
thofe laborious caleulations ; from a fenfe of duty we conde-
fcended to fuch ignoble drudgery, but we appealed ourfelves
to more fimple and more exalted principles ; where the com-
mands of juftice and humanity are fo imperious, I know not
how to admit of parley or of compromife. Let thofe who
talk of allowing three or four years to the continuance of the
Slave Trade, think of the {difgraceful fcenes that pafled laft
year. For myfelf, however, I will wath my hands of tha

blood ~
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blood that would be fpilled in this horrid interval : 1 will
. proteft againf} its being granted, as the moft flagrant violation
of every principle of juftice and humanity.+ I cannot but be-
lieve, that the hour is atlength come, when we thall put a
final period to the exiftence of this unchriftian traffic ; but if
In this fond expe@ation, I fhould be unhappily miftaken, be
affured, Sir, | never will defert the caufe, but to the laft mo-
ment of my life, I will exert my utmoft powers in the fervice
of that unhappy country. In truth, if I were not to perfevere.
¥ muft be dead to every generous emotion that can altuate,
and ftimulate the mind of man. Can a noble objet iatereft ?
or the confcioufnefs of an honourable office? What objeét fo
~noble as this of relieving the miferies of thoufands upon thou-
fands of our fellow creatures; introducing chriftianity and ci-
vilization to a fourth part of the habitable globe. I am, in-
deed, confcious of the honourable nature of the office I have
undertaken, and grateful to GGod for having pe rmitted me to
take the lead in the communication of fuch cxtended bleflings-
My tatk is one in. which it is impoffible to tire; my work
repays itfelf, it fills my mind with complacency and peace.
Ilie down with it at night with compofure, and rife to it in
ithe morning with alacrity. Ifit obliges me to be converfant
with fcenes of wretchednefs, this is but like vifiting an hof-
pital from motives of humanity, where your own feelings re-
pay you for the pain you undergo. No Sir, no ; I never will
defift from this blefled work ; but I cannot help perfuading
myfelf, that there will be no call for my perfeverance 5 I will
not allow myfelf to doubt about the iffue, and cheerfully wait |
the cvent of your decifion.

Mr. Wilberforce then moved.

« That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the trade
carried on by Britith fubjects, for the purpofe of obtaining
Slaves on the coaﬂ: of Alrica, ought to be abolithed-”

Were this motion carried, Mr. Wilberforce gave notnce
that he intended to follow it up by another.

« That the Chairman be dire&ted to move the Houfe far
leave to bring in a bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade.”

MRr. Bair
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. MR, Bartris. Itis upon the certainty of meéeting with.
every fpecies of indulgence that is ufually granted, by this Ho-
nourable Houfe, to all its new Members, that I mufter confidence
fufficient to offer my humole opinion upon the prefent queftion; - ‘
a queftion, Sir, of the greateft importance that ever came be-
fore Parliament, novel and fpegulative in its nature, and fup-
- ported by fome of the greateft orators who have ever appeared
within the walls of this Houfe : there is no man living enter-
tains a more indifferent opinion of his own abilities than I do;
and I feel moft fenfibly, and with great mortification, the in<
fufficiency of my powers, when brought into comparifon with
the brilliant parts of the Honourable Gentlemen with whom I
have to contend. However, Sir, being very particularly fitu-
ated as Agent to one of the moft valuable of our iflands, having
pafled the moft altive part of my life in the Weft Indies, hav-
ing in the Britifh Weft-India Iflands a confiderable px;operty,
both in land and Negroes, and being at the fame time as much -
interefted in the general welfare and profperity of the trade, the
manufatures, and the navigation of Great Britain, as any
Gentleman in the prefent Parliament, I flatter myfelf that this
Honourable Houfe will not confider my interference as impro-
per ; efpecially, Sir, when I can affure the Honourable Com-
mittee, that I confider the prefent Queftion as involving in its
confequences a confiderable proportion of the trade and naviga-
tion of Great Britain, and the very exiftence of thofe valuable
Weft India Colonies, which have been eftablifhed by this
country for upwards of a century, nourithed, cherithed, and
fupported, under various A&s of Parliament, and at the ex-
pence of a very ferious and weighty outlay of money. I will
not, Sir, at this early ftage of my argument, make any ob-
fervations upon the defcription of people who have fo very
eagerly, and with fo much zeal and induftry, propagated and
brought forward this unfortunate and impolitic Queftion, I will
content myfelf by obferving, that they have very artfully placed
the management of the bufinefs in the hands of an Honourable
Gentleman, refpeQable in: his charaéter, and amiable in his
manners, and for whofe private virtues no man entertains a
greater value than I do : this Gentleman, Sir, is the known.

H . and
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and avowed and friend and favourite of the Right Honourable
Gentleman who fo very ably, and fo worthily prefides at the
head of the Adminiftration of this country. His arguments,
upon a former occafion, operated upon the Minifter’s mind,
and at the fame time extended their effeéls to the mind of the
Right Honourable Gentleman who makes fo very confpicuous
4 figure upon the oppofite fide of the Houfe ; there is neither
in-or out of Parliament, Sir; aman who is a greater admirer of
the incomparable and brilliant abilities of thefe Right Honour-
able Gentlemen, than I am; I confider them, Sir, an orna-
ment to this Houfe, and an ornament to ther country; but
Rowever I may be difpofed to bow, with all due fubmiffion, to
their opinions upon other occafions, yet upon the prefent queftion
1 differ with them moft effentially ; I mean, Sir, I differ with
the opinions they gave upon the former inveftigation of the
queftion; for, from the circumftances that have occurred in
the Hiftory of the Weftern World, fince the clofe of the laft
Seffion of Parliament, I flatter myfelf that they are now made
fully fenfible of the evil and dangerous tendency of the meafure.
However, Sir, to come to the Right Honourable Gentleman
in a Minifterial capacity, I domaintain, without meaning any
perfonal offence whatever, that the part they alted, upon the
Queftion’s being debated in Parliament laft year, was unex-
pected, very unbecoming their high chara&ters, and not at all
confiftent with the principles upon which, in my humble opi-
nion, great Statefmen ought to aét. .

I conceive it, Sir, to be the indifpenfible duty of men in hlgh
fituations, and who are, or may be, intrufted with the lead of
public affairs, to conflder the general intereft of the State, and
of individuals, with a moft fcrupulous and attentive eye, and to
fee that the gaod policy of the country, and the good under-
ftanding that has long fubfifted betwixt Government and our

“fubjeds. in our diftant colonies, under the fanction and protec-
tion of various A&s of the Parliament of Great Britain, fhould
not be broken in upon by fuch a wild, fuch an impracticatle,
and fuch a vifianary fcheme, as the. prefent quetion for abolith-
ing the African Slaye-Trade. I flatter myfelf, Mr. Chairman,
that the friends and promoters of the Aholition would have con-
dented themfelves with the mifchiefs that had already arifen, in

. confequence
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confequence of the agitation of that unfortunate meafure, and
that the fanguinary difpofitions of a certain defcription of peoplés
would have been fully fatiated with the inmocent blood that has
already been fpilt ; but, alas! Sir, that is not likely to be the
cafe, many of them have been known and heard to exult at the
calamities we daily read of, fo that in all probability, the mif-
chief is only done in part, and it requires the total defolation
and defru&ion of the Weft-India colonies of Great Britain to
compleat the melancholy fcene. 1 have in my band, Mr.
Chairman, a fmall pamplzlet, printed and publifhed by order of
the Weft-India Planters and Merchants, for the ufe and infor-
mation of the Members of both Houfes of Parliament ; it con-
tains, Sir, the fpeech of the Deputies of St. Demingo to the
National - Aflembly of France, and alfo the fpeech of M. Bof-
grand, the late Minifter of the Marine Colonies, to the fard
Affembly, upon the infurre&ion of the Negroes in that ifland:
If, Sir, the deftru&ion of the moft extenfive and moft va-
luable colony in the world, the maflacre of its inhabitants,
the ravithing of the moft beautiful part of the creation in a
manner hitherto unknown and unheard of, and the unnatural
murder of fathers, by the hands of their own ghildren, are
fufficient to operate upon the feelings of humanity, there is
not, Sir, I am perfuaded, a Gentleman in this Houfe, who
can withftand the fhock; but to me, who have a perfonal
knowledge of the theatre of thefe dreadful fcenes, and who
(though an Englithman, and at St. Domingo in the very glo-
rious and fuccefsful war that was carried on, under the aufpices
of that great and immortal Statefman Lord Chatham) received -
diftinguifhed marks of kindnefs and hofpitality frem many of thoe
families, who by the Jate melancholy events have been trartimit-
ted to oblivion, they are doubly afliting; and when I bring
to my recollection, Sir, that the caufes of all thefe calamities
have originated in Great Britain, I am overwhelmed with for-
row. The.ifland of St. Domingo, Mr. Chairman, is as large
as the kingdom of England. In the year 1789, the imports
into the colony from France, exceeded three millions fterling,
exclufive of near thirty thoufund Negroes, which at a very mo-
derate valuation, may be eftimated at two millions fterling more;
the exports from the colony, in the fame year, amounted in va-
H2 lue
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‘Jue to fix millions fterling, and their trade gave employment
to three hundred thoufand tons of fhipping, and thirty thoufand
feamen. Thefe circumftances, Sir, I take the liberty of men-
tioning to the Honourable Houfe, as a confirmation of the tefti-
‘mony I gave before the Committee of the Houfe of Commons,
when fitting on the Slave-Trade in the year 17g0. Inmy evi-
dence on that occafion, I believe, Sir, I gaveit as my opinion,
that the African and Weft-India trade of France generally em-
ployed betwixt forty and fifty thoufand feamen; and when it
‘comes to-be confidered, that the produce of St. Dominge is
hardly equal to two-thirds of .the whole produce of the French
Wett-India Colonies, I flatter myfelf it will be admitted, that
I have not exceeded im my calculation.

" - Having faid fo much, Mr. Chairman, by way of introduc-
tion, to what I have to offer upon the. queftion before the Ho-
nourable Houfe, I muft now beg leave to make fome obferva-
tions upon the fpeech of the Honourable Gentleman who
brought it forward, which I will endeavour to do, in as con-
" “cife a manner as poffible.

I will afterwards take the liberty of callmg the attention of
the Honourable Committee, to the value and importance of the
Weft-India and African Trade to Great-Britain; to fome of
‘the authorities under which the Weft-India Colonies and Af-'
rican T'rade were abolithed ; o their dependence on each other,
and to the injuftice and impolicy of the prefent attempt to abo-
lith the African Slave Trade. The Honourable Gentleman
who brought forward this queftion, has made ufe of nearly the
fame arguments, on the prefent occafion, as he did upon the
difcuffion of the fubjet laft year. And though it may be con-
fidered tedious, and even infulting in me, to go into the parti-
culars of a2 mafs of evidence, which I take it for granted every

~ individual Member of this Honourable Houfe is perfet maf-
* ter of, yetit is incumbent on me, fpeaking generally on the
“fubje&, to take notice of the very partial manner in which the
Honourable Gentieman and his friends have garbled, from the
whole body, fuch particular parts of the evidence, as were
fuited to anfwer their own purpofes; and with what an inde-
cent indifference they have treated the teftimony of the feveral
great
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great and refpeGable chara&ers who voluntarily came forward,
on our part, to remove that load -of calumny and abufe, whii:li
has (o illiberally and fo wantonly been thrown out againft every
perfon connefted with the Weft-Indies. I am very far from
denying, Mr. Chairman, that many a&ts of inhumanity have been
committed in the tranfportation of Slaves from the Coait of
Africa to the Weft-Indies, and in the treatment of thofe Ne-
groes after they had been landed on our iflands ; but, as I be-
lieve, Sir, that the failings and frailties of human nature pre-
vail generally, in pretty much the fame proportion, all over
the world, I mean among civilized nations, it would be very
unreafonable to expe@, among the clafs of people concerned
in the African Trade, or among the inhabitants of the Britith
Welt-India Iflands, a degree of perfe@ion in morals, that is not
to be found in Great-Britain itfelf, 'Will any man eftimate the
charallter of the Englith nation, by what is to be read in the
records of the Old Bailey; or, will any of the moft fanguine
friends of the Abolition, pretend to fay, that there have not
been committed, in this great and opulent city in which we
live, a&ts of as fhocking, as bafe, and as barbarous a nature,
as any contained in the great mafs of evidence, now lying on
your Table? I have lived, Sir, fixteen years of my life in the
Weft-Indies, and notwithftanding what has been faid to the
contrary, Ido declare, in the moft folemn manner, that I con-
fider the Negroes in the Britith Weft-India Iflands, to beinas
camfortable a ftate, as the lower orders of mankmd in any
country in Europe. : ‘
Before the agitation of this unfortunate and impolitic quefs
tion, their minds were at eafe, and they were perfe&@ly con-
tented with their fituation; and the confidence betwixt them
and their mafters was fo unbounded, that except in the flores "
where fugar, rum, provifions, and cloathing were generally
lodged, no locks were ever ufed. This, Sir, I can affure the
Hon. Committce, was the geheral difpofition of the Negroes,
in the Britifh Weft [ndia Iflands in the yexr 1776, when I re-
turned to Europe, and they continued in that happy ftate until
the enemies of the Colonics came forward, and propagated, with
fo much zeal and induftry, the principles ot their pernicious
dutlrines.
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do&rines. But, Sir, Iam forry to fay, it is very far from
being the cafe at prefent : the Weft India Iflands are filled with
Emiffaries, and publications of the friends of Abolition. An
univerfal want of confidence now prevails, and inftead of being
in that happy ftate, in which I have reprefented them, every
countenarce carries the appearance of anxiety and care, and
there is uiot an eftate without a depot for arms, lodged there
for the very purpofe of deftroying thofe, whofe lives it is our
wifh to preferve upon every principle of humanity and intereft.
Some gentlemen may prabably confider thefe precautions as
confiftent with the general fyftem of oppreflion with which we
are charged ; but to me, who have been in fituations of dan-
- ger, and know fomething of the feelings of men, upon fuch
occafions, I can affure the Honourable Gerntlemen, that felf
prefervation foregoes all other confiderations. Having faid fo
much, Mr. Chairman, of the civil ftate of the Negroes in our
Iflands, I muft now, with the permiffion of the Honourable
Houfe, fpeak to their religious ftate, beginning with the
Ifland of Grenada, where my property chiefly lies. The
Ifland, Sir, was ceded to Great Britain, at the peace of 1763.

Upon our taking pofleflion of it, the Negroes were found bap-

tized, and inftru&ed in fuch of the principles of the Roman
Catholic faith, as were fuited to their humble capacities. That
 religion naw univerfally prevails, for as new Negroes were .im-
ported from Africa, they naturally adopted the religious princi-
ples of thofe they found upon the Ifland, and the Priefls, who
are always extremely induftrious in their vocations, never failed
of giving them the necellary inftructions ; (o that in the counrfe
of twelve months, they generally entertained very tolcrable
jdeas of 'religious duties. There being no. Proteftant Clergy-
men at that time in the Colony, the Gentlemen’ of the lfland
gave every poflible cnco{xmgement to the religious purfuits of
their Negroes ; one-half of the number on each eftate were
permitted to go every Sunday to public Mafs, and the mornings
and evenings of the Sabbath were dedicated to religious wor-
fhip on the Plantations, where the whole Gang, as # is called,
aflombled at the dwelling-houfe or manfion, and went through

¢he fervice of the Church of Rome, under the immediate eye
of

™
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of the Mafter or Manager, in a manoer, and with a fervency,
that would have done credit to more ¢ivilized focieties: and as
I am one of thofe who firmly believe that a remnant of all will
be faved, I can affure the Honourable Committee, that I have
experienced on thefe occafions fuch feelings and refle®tions, as
would not have difhonoured the moft pure and pious mind.
As to the religions ftate of the Negroes in the ifla'ds where
the Roman Catholic faith does not prevail, I am txtremely
forry to obferve, that I cannot fay fo much for it. The Moravian
Miflionaries have of late made great progrefs in opening the
minds of the Negroes, in our old iflands, to a fenfe of religi-
ous duties; but there is among the Clergy of our eftablithed
Church a degree of inattention and indolence that is very
muck to be lamented, and which is very unpardonable on
their part, confidering the ample proviﬁon that is made for
them by the Legiflatures of our feveral Colonies. The
pious and refpe&table charalter who at prefent fo’ worthily
fills the fee of London, is, by what I am informed, extremely
attentive to' the morals and chara@ers of fuch men as are
admitted into holy erders, for the purpofe of occupying the
livings in the Weft India Ifland, and I am perfe&ly convinced
that all poﬁible means would be made ufe of by that moft excel-
lent Prelate, to extend the bleflings of the Gofpel to the minds
of the Negroes on all our Plantations. ‘The Honourable Gen-
tleman who brought forward this queftion, and his friends, have,
on the prefent and fornier occafions, dwelt very much upon the
feverity of the punifhments that are ufually adminiftered to our
Negroes in the Weft India Iflands. 1 admit, Mr. Cha_irman,
that inftances of inhumanity, and even cruelty, may be pro-
duced ; but I deny moft pofitively, that the principle or pra&ice
is general, and I wifh to be permitted to afk fuch of the Mem=
bers of this Honourable Houfe, as have had the honour of ferving
in his Majefty’s navy and army, if itis pofiible or practicable to
snaintain that order and fubordination that is abfolutely neceflary
among bodies of men, without the fear of punithment: I fay, Sir,
that it is not poffible; and as punifhments always fall on. delin~
quents, of which there are a certain number in every fociety, I
do maintain, that in every fhip’s crew and regiment, there is as
S < great

ot
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great 2 proportion of people who come within that defcription,
as in any Gang of Negroes in the Weft Indies, be they ever fo
indifferently difpofed ? That being admitted, Sir, I will be glad
toafk, if ever there are punifhments infli¢ted on our feamen and
foldiers? Have we ever heard, Sir, of feamen being flogged
from fhip to fhip, or of foldiers dying in the very a& of punifh-
ment, under the lath of the drummer, when tied up to the
halberts, and expofed in as fhameful and ignominious a manner
s poffibly can be conceived ! And have we not alfoheard, Sir,
even in this country of boafted liberty, of feamen’s being kidnap-
ped and carried away, when returning from diftant voyages, af-
ter an abfence of many years, and that even without being al-
Jowed the comfort of fecing their wives and families? I am ex-
tremely forry, Sir, to be under the neceflity of having recourfe.
‘o thefe circumftances, but I am prefled to it by the very illiberal
manner in which our opponents have brought forward every cir-
cumftance that applics to Africa and to the Weft Indies. With
regard, Sir, to objeéts of mifery and compaffion, they are much
more frequent to be met with in Europe that in America. And
1 declare, without hefitation, and upon the beft grounds of per-
fonal knowledge and information, that there \is more wretched-
nefs and poverty in the parifh of St. Giles’s, in which I live,
than there is in the whole of the extenfive Colenies that now are,
and formerly were, under the dominion of Great Britain, taking
them from Barbadoes to Jamaica, round by the Floridas, and
from thence to the ifland of Newfoundland.

I hope the Honourable Committee will have the goodnefs to
excufe me for dwelling {a long upon this part of my argument,
and for requefting their particular attention to the very unhand-
fome and illiberal manner in which the Honourable Gentle-
man, who takes the lead in this bufinefs, and fome of his
friends, had treated the charallers of many of the witneffes who
were examined before the Committee of the Houfe of Com-
mons. 1 am very far, Sir, from being difpofed to make
general refleCtions upon any body or fet of men, in the manner
that has been adopted by thefe Honourable Gentlemen, nor
‘wiil I go into the particulars of the evidence, taking it for
‘granted, that the unprejudiced part of this Honourable Houfe
will ¢onfider the individuals that had been brought forward en

_ the
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the part of the African Merchants, to be full as tefpe&nble, as

" unbiafled, and as independent in their chara@ers and fitua-
tions, as thofe who have appeared on the other fide. As to -
what regards that part of the evidence that applies to the Weft
Indies, I am of a very different opinion indeed ; I admit, Sir,
that there were produced by our opponents, fome perfons, to
whofe teftimony, a certain portion of credit ought to be given';
but they were few in number, and therefore I will venture to
fay, that their general body of witnefles was compafed of ill-in=
formed, ignorant, and low men; many of them picked up in the
ftreets of Liverpool and Briftol, where they were ftarving for
want of bread, having neither ability nor reputation to get
into any employment, and hired by the Emiffaries and Agents
of the Society in the Old Jewry, for the very purpofe of
giving fuch teftimony, as would miflead the minds of the
public, whohad already been wrought up to an extraordinary
flate of belief, by the publication of the moft incredible
chain of incidents, that evér appeared in print. Have we never
heard, Sir, of the names of Rodney, Barrington, Hotham,
Macartney, Vaughan, or Campbell, and the many other great
and refpeCtable charalters, who were examined before the
Committee of the Houfe of Commons, and gave ample tefti-
mony to the cumfortable fituation of the Negroes in the
Weft-Indies? I the evidence of thofe Gentlemen (to make
ufe of the phrafe of an Honourable Member of this Houfe) #
‘be fet at nought, and are we not to give full credit and belief to
the words of men, to whom their country, in a great meafure,
owes the importance and weight fhe at prefent poffefles among
the natives of Eurape ? For my part, Sir, I was filled with in-
dignation at the very idea of drawing the opinions of fuch
" illuftrious chara&ers, into comparifon with the evidence of
thofe on the oppofite fide, upon' the difcuffion of the fubje&lzﬁ
year, and I lamented exceedingly, that I was not then in a
fituation to give my fentiments upon it. v
I come now, Mr. Chmrman, to fpeak of the value and impor-
tance of the Weft-Indian and African Trades to Great Bria
"1t is not my intention, Sir, to take up the time of the
Commxttee, wnh an accoint of the revenue anﬁng to govern-
T 1 ment,
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ment from the importation of the produ® of our Weft-Tndiz
Iflands, as probably I may be tald by fome of the politicians of
the prefent day, that a fimilar importation from Oftend or
Havre, would in that refpet be attended with the fame advan-
tages to Great Britain; I will therefore, Sir, confine myfelf to
our Trade and Navigation to the colonies and to Africa, and
will be glad to afk fuch Gentlemen, as are pleafed to pay pro-
per attention to the fubjed, if the exporter to; and the importer
from, the Britith Weft-India 1flands and Africa, amounting
in the whole to upwards of ten millions fterling annually, the
giving employment to 300,000 tons of fhipping, and about
25,000 fcamen, are not obje@s of the utmoft importance to
Gereat Britain? . The Gentlemen who hdd alted fo very hoftile
a part to the intereft of the Colonies, may now, as on 2
former occafion, confider thefe objects greatly over-rated, but
as I deal in matters of fa&, and in fac?s anly, I will be bound
to make what I.advance appear well founded, and to the entire
fatisfation of this Honourable Houfe, when, and in whatever
manner, they are pleafed to order me.

-Having mentioned, Mr. Chairman, in as concife and intelli-
gible a manner as I am mafter of, the value and importance
of our Weft-Indian and African Trade, 1 am now to fpeak of
fome of the authorities, upon which our claims are founded, of
she dependence of the Colonies upon the African Trrade, and of
the injuftice and impolicy of the prefent queftion; although it if,
Sir,_too much the fathion of the prefent times, to prefer the
opinions of retired-and fpeculative philofophers, to the wife co-
lonial fyftem, that has been eftablifhed by our forefathers, and
by which this country and the Colonies have thriven ; yetIam

> convinced, that the prefent Parliament are too much awake to
:the zeal and true interefts of Great-Bntam, not to pay proper
-attention to the encouragement and protection that has been
given to the Weft-India Colonies, and to the African Trade,
fince their firft cftablithment. It would take up téo much of the
time of this Honourable Houfe to go fully into the authoritys I
will therefore confine myfelf toa few, and bemg very much un-
accuftomed to fpeaking in pubhc, I'muft crave the permiffion
_of the Honourable Committcey to call in the aid of written in-
5 formation,

e
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iormatnon, and to requeft of the Clerk to read occaﬁooally, fuch
parts of the feveral As and Refolutions; as apply moft im4
mediately to the fubje@ of debate. Thea@s and declarations
of the Britifh Legiflature, that are moft material to the queftion
before the Honourable Houfe, may very properly be claffed undeg
thefe different heads, viz.
1t Such as declare the faid Colonies, and the Trade
thereof, advantageous to Great-Britain, and therefore entitled
to her proteCtion and encouragement.

2dly. Such as authorize, prote&, and encourage, the Trade
to Africa, as advantageous in itfelf, and neceflary to the wel-
fare and exiftence of the faid Sugar Colonies.
. 3dly. Such as promote and fecure laans of money to the
Proprietors, at the faid Colonies, either from Brm& ‘ubjeat )
or from Foreigners.

The feveral Alts are as follow, viz. '

In the Firft Clafs, are the following, viz.
. 15:Car. Il cap. 7. 22 & 23 Car. ILcap. 26. 7 &8
W, 3.cap. 22. 9 & 10 W.IIL cap. 23. 3 & 4 Ann. 6
Ann. cap. 30. 6 Geo. IL cap. 13. 12 Geo. II cap. 10.
27 Geo. II. cap. 27.

In the Second Clafs are the following, viz.

1662 Cha. II. 1672 cap. 2. 9 & 10 Will. and Mal;y, cap.
26. 5 Geo. IIL cap. 44. 23 Geo. IIL cap. 65. 27 Gea. III

c€ap. 27.
Inthe Third Clafs are the following, viz.

- 5Geo, IL cap. 7. 13 Geo. IlL. cap. 14 14 Geo. IIL
. 'cap« 79.

if there is, Mr. Chairman, any dependence whatever to be
placed upon the A&s of the Britith Legiflature, the few autho-
sities | have quoted, will, I am perfuaded, operate upon the
~ minds of the unprejudiced Members of this Honourable Houfe,
and of the community at large, in fo forcible 2 manner, as te
afford every reafonable hope for the moft perfe@ fecurity to our
12 properties,
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properties. ‘They appear to me, Sir, unanfwerable, and even
to preclude the neceflity of ufing any farther argument upon the
fubject ; but as we have experienced a want of candour on the
part of our opponents, that could hardly have been expeted, I
muft once more trefpafs on the goodnefs of the Honourable
‘Committee, by requefting their attention to the encouragement
and protecion that have been given to the Weft-India Colo-
nies, and to the African Trade, from the reign of Charles II.
down to the prefent times, and efpecially during the reign of
Queen Anne.
“That reign, Mr. Chairman, . whlch may very well be called
the Auguftan age of Great Britain, was diftinguithed by the
appearance of the moft enlightened characters in all depart-
ments, that ever any country produced ; many of them remark-
able for their piety and learning, and whofe writings will live
for ages, after the wretched productions of the miferable f¢hif-
matics of -the prefent day are buried in oblivion. Yet, Sir,
we do not find in the Parliamentary Hiftory of thofe days, or in
any other writings that we know of, the leaft tendency to fuch
wild and deftru&ive dorines as the prefent. No, Mr. Chair-
man, they were referved for this age of novelty and innovation;
and from the temper and difpofition of a certain defcription of
people, which are amply manifelted by the publications of the
moft inflammatory and dangerous tendency with which our
daily papers are crowded, ] am pexfc&ly fatisfied that the queftion
before this Honourable Houfe, is only an introdution to greater
evils. The Weft Indies, Sir, is the moft vulnerable part of
our dominions, and being at a diftance; and having no intereft
in Parliament, is. of courfe the moft likely to become an eafy
object of prey to artful and defigning men. However, Mr,
Chairman, our brethren in thofe Iflands being the fons of Bri-
tons, and: their forefathers having carried acrofs the Atlantic
Ocean all the rights and privileges that pertain to Britith fub-
je&ts, you may reft perfeitly fatisfied that they will not tamely
fubmit to being robbed of every thing that is pear and dear to
them. The abolithing the African Slave Trade, will be an
abfolute breach of the compa&t that ties the coloriies to the -
4 mother country, and being foupded on injuftice, and contrary
w0
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to the fpirit and meaning of the laws of England, will meet
with univerfal refiftance. I am, Sir, perfe@ly well acquainted
with the temper and difpofitions of the inhabitants of our Welt
India Iflands ; thep poffe(s abilities, having in general received
the beft education this country affords, and having a lively and
juft fenfe of their own rights and privileges. I confider it my
duty, as a moft hearty well-wifher to the" true interefts of this
country and its colonies, to inform this Honourable Houife, that
it is not in the power of Great Britain to prevent the introe

du&tion of Negroes into the Britii Weft India Iflands. -
A ferieus attention to the: feveral AQs I have mentioned,
and to the many other authorities with which our books are ~
filled, muft fully convince every unprejudiced Member of this
Honourable Houfe, and the‘community at large, that the laws
in exiftence have given as perfe@ fecurity ta the lives and
fortunes of his Majefty’s fubjefls in the Weft India Iflands,
as they do to his fubje@s in Great Britain, and that their pro-
“perty cannot be meddied with or diminithed in any fhape what-
ever, without full and ample compenfation. If Great Britain,
Sir, is in a fituation to purchale the fee fimple of the property
in all our Iflands, 1, for one, have no manner of objeion to
the making of a bargain; but, Sir, how is the value to be efti-
mated? Why, by a Jury of the vicinity, agreeable to the prin-
ciples of the laws of England and of the Colonies; for I can
affure the Honourable Committee, that we are not at all in'a
difpofition to have that material point afcertained by the dif-
cretionary opinions of the Honourable Gentleman’s friends in
the Old Jewry. However, Sir, to fpeak more ferioufly upon
the fubje&t, have not this Honourable Houfe before them full
and fatisfalory information of every circumftance with regard
20 our Weft India Colonies? Do not the Report of the Com-
mittee of Privy Council, and that immenfe body of evidence
that was taken before a Committee of this Honourable Houfe,
and which now lie on your table, tell you moft pofitively, that
our prefent ftock of Negroes cannot be kept up without an
4importation from Africa, and that if the African Trade is abo-
fithed, there is an end of every fpecies of improvement in all
our flands ? How are the proprictors of Jands in the ceded
' ' Ilands,
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Mands, which were purchaféd of Governmant under (pecific
conditions of fettlement, to be indemnified? and what is to be-
come of an Honourable Friend of mine, now a Member of
this Honourable Houfe,. and-fitting near my who with another
Gentleman and myfelf, purchafcd the lands that were granted
by the Crown to General Manckten, in the Lland of §t. Vin-
cent, in the yeas 773 or %774, in confequence af the Ad-
drefs of the Houfe of Commons of that day to his Majefty,
and as .a veward for that gallant Gencral’s military fervices?
The American .war, which immediately fucceeded our pur-
£hafe, prevented our making any progrefs in the file of thefe

" lands until the year 1784. - Our fales then commenced, and
-went on brifkly until the ypear 1788, when it was firt knowa
‘that a plan was in agitation for abolithing the African Slave
“Trade. ' Since that period, Sir, we have done little or nothing,
and we have 1500 acres of the land on hand, which will be
of no value whatever, if the prefent queftion is carried.

Will any Gentleman, cither in or out of Parliament, pre-
_gend to fay, that we have not a juft and equitable claim, upon
~the Government of this country, for full and ample compen(z-

' gion? However, §ir, waving for a2 moment the unfathionable
-dodkrine of colenial rights, how can compenfation be made to
~the many thoufand manufatturers, who at prefent find employ-

ment in providing the numberlefs articles, thatare daily wanted
for the ufe and confumption of the Weft-India Iflands, and who
muft fooner or later experience the diftrefs and incanvenignces
that muft attend the prefent phrenzy, if the colonies are fuf-
fered to go to ruin. Is there a fhoe, is there a ftocking, is
" ghere a hat, or is there a yard of cloth of any kind, ufed by the
- Jnhabitants of our Iflands, that are not manufa@ured in Great
Britain? Nay the very implements of hufba idry, and provi-
fions and luxuries that are neceffary for the confumption of our
tables, go from this country, and that at a cofiderable expence

- of frefh commiffiens and infurance, every fhilling of whick cen-

" ters in Great Britain. Is not the whole furplus revenue of aur

" eftates fpent here, and are not our children educated in this

' couhtry, and inftru€ed in thofe principles of affection and loy-

alty, that have ever made them confider Great Brigain as
. their
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titeir hottie? ' Atidlét me, Sir, be permitted to afk the mofk
¥nveterate of our foes, if we ever'have, by any a& of fedition
Or rebeltion, “forfeited in the fmalleft degree the countemdnce
and protedtion, which as fons of Britain, and fubjeilts of
the famé good and gracious Sovereign, we are moft un<
queftianably irtitled to. I maintain, Sir, that we have not, and
therefore as a Colonift and in ‘the name of the Britith Wefts
India Colonies, F'demand of the Parliament’ of Great Britain,
that fupport and- protc&ton, which, upon the-principles of gaod
policy and faith, they are in duty bound:to afford ws, in commen
with the reft of his Majefty’s loyal fubjets. - Thereis ftill, Mr.

C'ha:rman, a confiderationattending the quefhéﬁ riow before this
Honourable Houfe, of fullas much importance as any I have

mentioned, afidthatis the fatal effe@s a diminution of ‘our trade
would have upon the navigation of Great Britain. - Does it not

appear, Sir, by.the-evidence now lying on our table, ‘that the

‘Weft-India trade is confidered a moft excellent nurfery for fea-

‘men, and'that in all-the wars-we'have of late been engaged in,

have been found to be the moft ative, andufeful body of men,

in his Majefty’s mavy? For my part, Sir, confidering the navy

“is ‘our beft and moft natural'defence, 1-am ome-of thofe ‘whb

‘think, that feamen ought to be made, by all poffible means ; antt

upon that principle, Sir, I contend that the trade to Africafhould
‘meet with every encouragement that this country can give it.
IndeedI am fo great an enthufrft for the increaft of our navi-

‘gation and feamen, that while I have 'the -honoyr of beinga

Member of this Houfe I'never will give myconfent to any mea-
“fure, be it what it will, that canpoffibly tend to the leflening af
our number offeamen oné'mun, no Sir, ‘not oneman ; -and this’l

‘hald to'be found conflititional dotrine, and thofe who are of &

different opinion, I will efer confider as ignorant of the true

‘interefts of Great Bt 'am, and enemies to its welfare and prof-

perity.

i
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Mr. Vavcran. I rife, Mr. Chairman, for the firft €ime
of fpeaking in this Houfe, to remove fome prejudices refpeQ-
ing the Colonies, the conduct and circumftances of which have
been involved in the queftion relative to the Slave Trade, and
complicated with it by the Honourable Gentleman, who has
brought forward the queftion, and by others. The treatment
of Negroes in the Weft Indies, has been ftated as an obje@ion
~ to fend any more to thofe iflands. It becomes therefore necef-
fary to endeavour to remove the prejudices that prevail, and as
I am a Weft Indian by birth, and am conneéted with the iflands
by profeffion and private fortune, having property in the Weft
Indies, I can fpeak from my own teftimony, and from the
evidence of my own fenfes, but I fhall not be long upon the
fubje&t, though it is my intention to take rather a wide view of
it. With refpe to my being a2 Merchant, it is my pride. I
prefer. independence to every other condition, and though I
may have profited by the friendthip of perfons of confiderable
rank in this country, I choofe to be the architeét of my own
fortune. In the early part of my life, I own, no man was
more ftrongly in favour of the Abolition of the Slave Trade
than I was. I was educated by a Gentleman well known in
the world of letters, by Dr. Prieftley, and by the father of Mrs.
‘Barbauld, who were both of them intimately acquainted with
the Weft India Hiftory, and friends to the idea of Abolition.
Their fentiments I had imbibed, but although bred at the feet
.of Gamaliel, having refolved to judge for myfelf, I left Eng-
land, and went to Jamaica. There I foon found my notions
fthaken, and my fyftems embarraffed. A ftate of civilization
_creates wants.of the mind merely, whereas a ftate of flavery
-regards only thofe of the body. The Slaves, therefore, would
not exert themfelves eafily for hire, and I found the Negroes
by no means in a condition fit to receive civilization. Next to
my father’s eftate were feveral Maroon Negroes, a people who
refufe to do any work whatever, but throw all the labour on
their wives. The whites alfo, I foon faw, could not replace
the Negroes in the field ; a fa& which the Sierra Leona Com-
pany have themfelves acknowledged, in oppofition to the affer-
tion of Mr. Ramfay, In conﬁrmatxon of this remark, I beg
leave
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leave to read from the Report of the Sierra Leone Company
the followmg quotation, viz. « The 1mpoﬂibxhty of ﬁndmg
any Europeam who can work in ‘Africd in the fun, without the
utmoft prejudice to their health, has made the Dire®ors con-
ceive it to be thelr Huty to dnfcourage labouifers from hence,
who would go out with this view.” I foilnd the fituation of
the Negroes in the Weﬁ Indies much bettei than I could have
iragiried. The poor in all cotntries are hardly ufed, and the
Negroes cannot be fuppofed to be in an elevated ﬁtuiuon;
but excepting with refpoct.to their liberty, I will venturé to
fay, they are.in plnght’ﬂhd‘héceﬂ'mes as well off as the poor in
this and fuch other countries in Europe as I have feen. They
have little want of clqthes or fuef fromthe warmth of the cli-
mate; they have a houfe and land gratis; no ﬁich thing as im-
prifonment for debt exxﬁs there, and they are ndt deterred from
marrying through fear of not being able to fupport a family ;
their orphans and widows are always . taken care of, as they
themfelves are when old, or when they meet with accidents.
Phyfic, furgery, ‘midwifery, and attendance, are furm(hed
gratis, fo that no poor laws were requifite for their fupports
They have their pnvateproperty, which no mafter ever takes
from them ; and were perfe&ly reﬁgned atthe time I was abroad,
to their fituation, and looked for nothing beyond it. Ananec-
dote that came to my knowledge, will ferve to evince their re-
fignation : a flave being idle, was reproved by his overfeer, who
fand « For what purpofe do you think _your mafter purchafed’
you, ‘but to work far him {”” The queﬁxox) was unanfwerable,
and the flave was filent, and lmmedlately beg&n to work. Ne-
groes form the labouring poor of the iflands ; and with refpect
to neceifmes, they ippear as happy as any other poor, have as
many amufements of their own, and as much chearfulriefs,
Perhaps perfons were prejudxcecf by hvmg in towns to whxch
Negroes were often fent fqr punithment, and where there were
many | finall propnetors, or by .feemg, ne Negro otherwife than
as one of the labourmg poor 1t is cruel to fayy as Mr. Ramfay b
has done, that they have only, § fHur or five hayrs to themfelves in
the four apd twenty. “for this 'i§ not -enough for fleep, much
lefs for their night rambles ; afid it has been ftated that they went
- K abous
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about in the coutfe of the mght to a confiderable dn&mce. On
the whole, they only want hbgrty, and only occafi onally fuffer
crucItles. As to Africa, there feems to be no way at prefent
of preventing; her fupplymg freth ﬁaves, fo that I fee no
means of corre&mg what is wrong ‘even .in’ the importation of
ﬂavcs, unlcfs fiom a changc in'the fpmt of the times;, not bemg
a Mm:&e and not having poﬁ'eﬁion of an Alexander’s fword
tocut the éordxan knot by force, in the face of AQs of Pﬁl’lla‘
ment, and without providing mdemmty to the concerned. Thus
1 felt and reafoned, when in the iflands. - I cannot omit to notice
afet of prqudlces refpe&mg the Colonies. _ As, firft, that it is
nothmg but cruelty which occafioned the inequality of deaths
and bmhs. Isit cruelty that occa‘ﬁons the fupenonty of deaths
to births in the grcat c1ty of London 3 or in particular claffes
: of people inall places, ‘as dome{hc fcrvants, foldiers, &c.? Itis
owing to celxbacy or dxfeafe, according to the cafe. Among the
Negroes, it is owing to the plan formerly prevailing, of having
more males than females xmported, and to the diffolutenefs of thefe
Peopte, as well'as to the difeafes pecuI'ai' to themfelves, efpecially
among the childrefi; whofe frequent deaths, on z particular date
from their birth, and thelr doing well in general, if they farvive
that date, cannot bé owing to éruelty.’ The two opinions appear
t6 be contradl&ory, that the Negroes are wafting from cruelty,
and yet that they increafe fo as to make farther importation fuper-
fuous. With regard to pOpulatxon, even in thofe iflands which
hearly keep up their numbers by procreatlon, ‘there isa chﬁculty,
which is, that the ¢ircumftance may be owing to the increaf® on
one ¢ftate, com penfafmg forloffes uponi another. But it fhould be
- conﬁdyred that thefe eftates will not interchange their numbers.
Whereas, where laboirers are freemren, they circulate from one
employer to another, ‘and appear wherever they are wanted. In
firiall eftates, ‘or fmall iflands, any ‘calamity makes a deep and
permanent’ impreflion on ‘population, fuch 2 famine, plague,
finall-pox, or war; which is exemplified in Indian tribes, and
proved'by many ecafes in hiftory. Some of thefe caufes have
lately operated in the Weft Indies. This is a point to be al-
lowed for. All chaﬂ'tfement alfo with refpet to Negroes is not
crutlty.. ‘The owners of flavergencrally withdraw them frem
b . . . . : .. . m
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all publxc Juﬁxcc. fo that c:xrmnals who would be puhhcly exe- "
cuted elfewhere, are often kept alive by their mafter, and liable’
to be found pum{hed agg'n and again from rcpeanpg their faults.
Diftributive juftice occafions many pumﬂaments, as ‘ore ﬂave
is to be protetted agam& _every other ﬂavc, and when one ﬁgve
pilfers froth another, then the maﬁer mtcrf'eres‘. The care gf
15:Ncgrocs themfelves, as to their hea‘lth, prov:ﬁons, clothmg,
family, and the like, occaﬁons other pumfhments. All tlﬁs is_
to be diftinguithed from pumfhmcnts to gpforce laboura or
anﬁng from cruelty. . So far are the Ncgroes from bemg neg-
leQted, that infinite anxtet) occurs with man maﬁers “about”
their flaves, whom they often v;ﬁt in yerfon ‘when in ﬁacne(% 3
and the evidence beforé the Houfe has ﬁated, thag ninc pounds
fterling have been given for’ attendmg a dnﬂicu‘lt cafe’in mid-*
wifery. Many difeafes are pew to Eurbpcans in the &ﬂands,
and reqiire time to’ ‘admit of 2 “plani’of “cure. * This dmunuuon
of numbers in. Negroes jn the Colom(es m happeh thbou{
cruelty, ‘as I hope Ihavc foved and “fuch Jmumhon at’ re—
fent there certainly is. Clxcumﬁanccs of a ver dlfﬁerent i%x
Ty

r‘efpe&mo the Colomes, reqmre fome nofu:e §p prcygnt il
g ‘13 oroaeay " hrs
fru¥ion.

RaSind |

The olye&xons whlc‘h [ome perfons havc to c?nﬁxg;x{: 1L:"fugzu'
when it comes 'from the Weﬂ: Indge's ﬁpcauf et 15, maa kx
flaves, are l.mblc for cxampie to’ prcfdulce mn!“hnef‘ whxcﬁx 1”s
worthy of pbv,latmg, by obfervmg, that as indng is a p?}ant
which has no oﬁ'als, and is ood for nenther man T noﬂ)eaﬁ fq
fugar is an article of cultxvatlo.n known‘to he flavourab’e to both;
and as the Planters will not confent to iceep tfxel,r Negrb ""ié!fe,

RILIRY
and. cannot pay ‘the expence of provndmg fol: ' them if the djf
it is beff’ to let the N cgroes | be cmployed pn 1 whitt is moﬁ ‘ad'-
vautageous for them. Anthch obJe&non ns, tbat the' cr0ps ‘of

_ thé Sugar Colonies 'aré fubjelk to many cafua‘lngs,f }\:‘ll({h‘ ‘maké
them precarious objects of attention n £q ! the moﬁ;cr country ; bt
it fhould be remembered,’ tﬂat enﬂemcnnhere ‘haye farmers in-
terpofed between themfelvx,an “the’ ﬁu&uanons of thelr crops 3
~ whereas in'the Iflands, th;l‘lanters in, general hoid théir ¢ﬂatcs

in hand, cultivate them themfelves, and thcref3rc feel ever
wariation of cops. ‘A third objeion is, thit the Colonifts are
K2 monopolifts,
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monopolifts, andfell fugar dear, and get great profits. . The
- Co!onj—fyﬁem, wbnch is ‘the’ occafion of a mmml monopoly.
hzs ,mdeed glven advantagcs to fome“PTanter; b'ut other Plan-
ters have purchafed from ‘the firft | comers, fo as to have bare
proﬁts lefc to them at prefeht '

On the wbole,‘ to revert to ‘the Negroes, -1 bave gonc ‘over
th! ifland, frorn one end to the other, and I have feen lxtde of
_ ¢che great éruelty to-Negroes talked. . None at all on the
eftate where [ reﬁded and the whlp, ‘the._ftocks, and conﬁnc-
.ment alone, have been feen by me in ufe in other places ; and'
T have been on the |ﬂand feven months Some Slaves belong-
ing to my father" s eftate once brought me fome pine-apples ; I
did not chufe’ ‘to, glve them theu' prlce, and they took them
away. Infad, my fathcr s own_ Slaves, when they received
meney  for over- ours, fpcnt\lt in their own way. They did,
not ufuallchu'p? home at their dmncr hour, but took a longer
tj me at fuPpe ‘

Notmth{}a.nd ng' all "I, have fand 1 acknowlcdge there is
roqm for much amendment. Thofe erfons who complam of
t‘\ne Colomﬂ:s mzx do much fervice” by, gonng out to the iflands,
and by teaching’ the’ planters how to take care of their “eftates,
and ?referve the Negroqs 3 for whxcb purpofe many Plapgers

arg ready to feil thenr propemes ‘to tf)em at advantageous pnces.
Mlﬂionznes, Tome ofthe Clergy fo;' mﬁancc, at prefent in the
ga]lery, and thned'es of the debate “may be of the qtmoﬁ ufe
in the nﬂands. ,'fhe dathollcs in “the Ceded Iﬂands, and the
Moravnans at Axmgua, havc caeh of. them been ‘of . great
Beneﬁt ana manx Planters, “nd fever?l of the Local Houfes
em&lyl, ave. itecommendea attentnon to the _expedient:
Mere re]nglon is arice mﬁrllea there will be lefs punifh-
ng,mtl more work gone, and Ehc yoﬂc"&betterdone 3, mére mar-
riages,. more if ue, qnd gnon"‘e Vattazc)qu?nt ) thclt maﬁcrs and
10, the govern‘megsr xc.-m L
Another artncllc ol ﬁ lﬂ?ortanqc, is to found M‘éd;cal So-

aetxes Mg&ngfa" megx sfm [;n'éh enthuﬁafm often, and more
-’ AR Ny

th;'u} in mgft At ei prof’eﬁ‘ fons ; a‘#fcl.certauﬂ y ‘more. than in the

churc}’, Qr the, law, Qr?he army ’i‘hcnr commumcauons to

the p@il? W“ contnbute greatly t? thc publu: beneﬁt They

o La
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will have inany new difeafes to encounter, among the Negroes
in the iflands, where thete is no angient pradice, nor knqwe-
ledgg derived from neighbouring cotmmes, to afift them,
The difeafes of Negro infants are particularly worthy their.
attention, as I myfclf know no remedy for the great difeafe by
which infanty are casried off in fuch prodigious numbers,

_ “Tafk-work is another improvement, which I wifh to bave
introduced.  There are inconveniences in it eaflly avoided,
fuch as havmg too much ftrain upon the Negro at one time,
apd too much idle time at his command in confequence, at:
another, &c. &c. . ,

Premiums have been gtycn to mothers and to overfeers, for
cbe number of children reared by them ;: but fatbers have hie
thgrto been forgotten, who may contribute much ta this ne-
cdl’ary work. To.premiums may be sdded honotary diftinc.. -
tions, -and feveral folid advantages, Whrth would coft nothing*
to the owner.

Negro gvidence (hould ‘be aHowed:to ) be given in courts of.

law, at the difcregion of the court or jury to aceedpt it, accnrd.
ing to the naturd of the cafe.

Cruel mafters ought to be kept in order, in various ways..
Their Negroes thould be taken from them, and put into truft,.
Every inftrument of punifhment fhould be banifhed befide the-
whip, to which may be added confinement. The limitation
of the number of lafhes in the cafe of the Whlp being infuffi.
cient, it-fhoald be ordered, that the punifhment fhould not_

be repeated till after due intervals. The- repetition of thirty. .
" nine lafhies fhould be fubftituted for four-fcore. - Perhaps even

the whip will foon be found to be ufclefs. Nodanger can
“occur in making examples of white perfans for oppreflion of
théir Slaves. Juftice is of more confequence than artifice ;-
and pnnclplcs of more mﬂuence than mdw:duals But it is-
too late to hefitate ; . the thing muft be. The publu: ‘expect it
The charalters of thofe- Calonifts, whofe condu® is exem.:
- plary, . dre hurt by being confounded with’ thofe ‘of other'
men of a-1ower and’ miore bale order. ‘It is tcmble to think
how far the principle of fheltering the whites may g% Wblch-
yct in cffe&, ought to extenid no farther “than is mgﬂ'ary to

5
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Jocure the firvices of the Slave on one fide, and bis prméhon o
‘the other. Mr. Locke,’ mdecd in his Conftitution of Caro-'
lina, fays, that the authority and power of the mafter is abfo-.
Jute ; but he is obliged td'leave the Slave at leaft the choice of
Ins religion, as well as the liberty of attendmg it. *

If the Abolition of the Slave Trade does pafs, I truft fome'
attention will -be paid - to ‘indemnificition. - Without " goi‘ng‘
farther into the«fubje& at prefent, it cannot be forgotten that
many thoufand acres have been fold in the Ceded Iflands, for
6 or 700,000k and that many hundred thoufand ‘acres have’
long paid quit—rents in Jamaica, though not fully cultivated.-
‘The only indemhity wanted is that of labourers, which is an
indemnity in kind. If free Jabourers can be found ‘in Africa;’
the Planters will be glad of them ; as they only want labour,
whether paid for daily or otherwife. They do not want flaves’
to tyrannize over. -'Perhaps it is, after all, from Afriean’
labourers, free or otherwife, that the whole of ‘the parts of
Americz, now uafetled, will finally be peopled. I -beg lcave
‘to conclude, dy afking, whether Mr. Wilberforce does siot'
defign to fuffer his queltion to be divided ; namely, to have it
vated generally firft, for the Abolition, without any limitation ;
and then to leave room for the infertion of 2 Jimited time, :f
vated for 2

: ———————— .
 Mr. WiLBERFORCE. - I am happy to find, that, thougls the:
Hunourable Gentleman dpes pot thiok with me that an immes!
diate Abglition ought to take place, i’ull he is of opigion an
#almm thould- takc plqce. : ' P

: A |

* Smce chanty o'bl’lges us to wifh wgﬂ to the fouis of mcn. and #¢e,
ligion ought'to: alter nothmg in any man’s civil eftate or right, it fhall
be lawful for Slms, as ‘well'as others, to cnter themfclvcs, and Be o‘f'
what church or profeffion any of them fhalt thimk beft; and thereof Be
a; fully.members as any freemen. But: “Yet, 10’ Slave Mall - hetcbybe
exempted fram that civil damigion hig m.&«:llath over him, but be in;
all ather thxngs in the famc ftate and cqnqup.hq was iu befbre.” .

Every freeman of Carolma fhall ‘have :abfolute power and anthm;ty,
over his Negr% Slavco. of what opxmqa or rchgtpx\ ﬁm e r

Ly .
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Mr. H. THorNTON. 1 confefs to you, Sir, .I have felt
fome kind of regret, that the perfons who this day ftand the
moft forward in oppoﬁng the Motion of my Honourable F riend,
fhould both of them be mercantile Gentlemen, both of them
alfo declaring themfélvcs to be confiderably interefted in the
queffion. I was in hopes that fome more political perfong
might have led that fide of the debate, and that I might have
been fpared the morttﬁcanon of feeing the commercial cha-
ralfer difcredited, as it muft be, if commercial Gentlemen are
td take the lead in’ oppoﬁng the Abdlition of the Slave Trade.

1 am afraid an opirrion has already gone forth i in this coun-
‘try, that on the one' fide of the prefcnt queftion are all the
thinking, the’difinterefted, the liberal, the more virtuous part of
the commnmty, as ‘well as all the chicf ,polmml charalers of the
country ; and that on, the other fide 2 mere narrow mercantile
intereft is oppofed  to, them. For the fake, therefore, of our
mercantile reputation and honour, I, who confider myfelf as
one of that body, could undoubtedly have withed. that the
odium of fupportmg this horrid trade mnght not light fo pecu-
flar!y upon us.

It appears to me, that not one word of all that has fallen from
the two Honourable Gentlemen who fpoke laft, applies in reality
to the main gne jImn before the Committec'; and it is a cir-.
cumftance extrerhely remarkable, that the two Honourable
Géntlemen, who feem to lead the oppofition to the Motion”
before you, fhould both of them have either quite negleGted or

purpofely avoided to touch at all on that point on which my Ho-
fourable Friend has relted the whole ftrefs of his argument,

- They have neither of them, in any one part of their f‘peechcs,
fo much as adverted to the manner of procuring Slaves ‘on the
toaft of Africa, and this my Hon. Friend has always ftited
to be the very jét of the whole queftion. They both have
urged it upon the Houft, that the Slaves are well ufed in the
Weft Indies, and that" more “importations are wanted; but it ~
‘rcafly -does niot feem tochave occurred to them, nor to have made
any part of their conﬁderanon, whether thefe freth Slaves are
got from Afnca by fanr and propcr means, or whether they ard
obwned
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dbtained (as has been chirged upon them) by tapme, rob-
bery, and murder.  °

© “The fubftance of the fpecches of the two Honourable Gen-
tlemen, appears to me to bave been this : “The one Honourable
Gentleman argued that the Slaves were fufficiently happy,
according to the prefent fyftem, in the Weft Indies ; the other
Hotiourable Gentleman pointed out a great variety of parti-
culars by which much improvement might be made in their
condition. In this refpe@, we quite agree with the Honour-
able Gentleman who fpoke laft. We fay, as he doss, that a
variety of meafures may be taken for the advantage of the
Slaves, and the improvement of their population. We agree
with him, that thefe improvements have been fpeculated upon,
and by fome individual Gentlemen, ix their clofets, have feri-
oufly been thought of. But then we fay alfo, that it is nothing,
" in fa&t, but the Abolition of the Slave Trade, that will reduce
thefe fpeculations into practice ; and that the ra of its Abo-
litien will be the zra of beginning this new fyftem, which
nothing fhort of this will induce the Weft Indians in good
earncft to accomplith, . The onc Honpurable Gentleman
tells us, that he has been over to the Weft Indies for the
fake of knowing the real flate of things there. The other
Honourable Gentleman tells us, he alfo has refided there. It
is the Weft Indies, and the Weft Indies only, that they fpeak of
for neither the one nor the other of them appears, ever for onq
moment, even in imagination, to have travelled to Africa.
The dreadful injuftice of this trade confifts in the African
part of the queftion. Africa is to be ftripped of its .inhabi-
tants, no matter by what means, in order to fupply a popula-
tion that is faid to be wanted in thc Weﬁ Indies. And thus
proverb, “ My fon, get money,'iibneﬁly i you can—but get
money.” The proverb, indeed, is improved in the prefent
inftance, by the fubftitution of a word, which renders it 3
thoufand times more profligate; for the prefent maxim is, Get
81@1”« honemy if .you can—but get Slaves.”
I with as much as the two Honourable Gentlemen who
fpoke 1 lat, to confider this queftion in a mercantile point of
view..

4 [ N
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view. But when I fay this, I do not mean in'a narrow, felfith,
or perfonal view, but on the liberal and enlarged principles of
national commerce.

It happens in trade, as it does in every othcr profeflion of
life, that there are certain mdmduals, and perhaps certain
branches of the profeffion, that are a fcandal and difgrace to
it; and that man, Sir, is, in my opinion, the beft friend to his
- profeflion, whatever his profeffion be, who endeavours to fepa-
rate every thing in it that is fair and juft and legitimate, from
every thing that is irregular and illegitimate, who diftinguithes
what is honourable from what is vile, and fairly furrenders up
to the juft condemnation of Parliament and of the ‘country,
every praltice and every principle of his profeffion, which is
found to be inconfiftent with the dictates of humanity and
juftice. ' I think that I am doing a fervice to that profeffion, to
which I confider myfelf as belonging, by this obfervation, and

that I am refcuing commerce itfelf from the foul imputations

under which it labours, by the endeavours that have been made

to confider the Slave T'rade as a neceffary link in the chain, or
* an eflential part of the national commerce.

It cannot be neceffary that I fhould enter much at lgngth into
the nature of this trade, and the manner of its being carried on
in Africa. My Honourable Friend has eftablifhed this part of
his queftion beyond all controverfy. He has this day added to all
the other.mafs of evidence, two or three farther ftories of enor-
mities committed in Africa, infomuch that I fhould think that
no man in the Houfe, commercial or not commercial, could
have failed to be deeply imprefled by them. The Honourable
Gentlemen, however, feem to have taken no notice of them,
and to remain ftill unmoved by any thing that relates to the
African part of the queftion.

Happening, however, in my fituation of a Direfor of the
Sierra Leone Company, to become a good deal acqainted with
fome circumftances that refpet the Slave Trade in that part,

* although the fame kind of facts are already fufficiently efta-
blifhed in the body of evidence on your table, it may not be
improper for me to enter, for a few minutes, into this fubjeét.
The Committec may perhaps be enabled, by a few familiar

A inftances,
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inftances, to judge ftill more clearly what is the nature of
that trade which they are requefted not to abolifh. ,

I will firft, however, premife, that what I am going to
mention are falls coming within the actual view of the perfon
from whom I had them.—That they have arifen fince the laft .
year’s decifion on this fubject.—That they have all come within
the obfervation of one fingle individual ; have happened in the
fpace of abeut three or four months, on one fide of the river
Sierra Leone, and within half a mile or. 2 mile of the little town
where the Agent of the Siesra Leone Company was thenliving.
I may alfo obferve, that the particular part of Africa which
I am fpeaking of, has been by no means charged in the evi-
dence with being a fcene of peculiar violence; on the con-
trary, my Honourable Friend feems to have had rather lefs
fufpicion of the prevalence of kidnapping, and of ether out-
rag®s, in thisthan in moft other parts. Will the Houfe then
accept of this as a fpecimen of what the African Slave Trade
is ? and will they judge of the other parts, where the fame mi-
nute information is wanting, by this fample ? -

Mr. Falconbridge, Agent to the Sierra Leone Company,
fitting ong evening in the town of the free fettlers, who went
out fome years ago from England, heard a great fhout, and
immediately. afterwards the report of a gun. Fearing an at-
tack upon his little fettlement, he inftantly armed forty of the
fettlers, and ruthed with them to the place from whence the
found came ; he found a poor wretch, ‘who had been croffing
over from a neighbouring town, in the hands of a party of
kidnappers, who were tying his hands ; and it appeared that
the fhout and the report of the gun were the expreffions of joy
at having had the good luck ta catch the man: Although this

~ unhappy wretch was fhrieking bitterly, the Company’s Agent
could not think of refcuing him, knowing, that from the de-
fencelefs ftate of his own town, retaliation might be made on
the fettlers refiding there. Another perfon, who was an eye-
witnefs to this fcene, confirmed the flory to me. S

On another day a young woman, living halt a mile off, was
fold, without any criminal charge .whatever, to one of the

. : - flave
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flave fhips. She was well acquainted with ous Agent’s wife,
and had been with her the day before. Her criéé were heard,
but it was impoffible to refcue her; and fhe therefore is gpne
to improve the population of the Weft Indies.

At another time, a yoang lad, about fixteen years of age,
himfelf one of the free fettlers who went from England, was
caught by a neighbowring chief, two or theee miles off, as he
was ftraggling alone from home,.and fold for 2 flave, charged’
with no crime or fault whatever. The pretext was, that fome:
one elfe in the town had committed an effence, and the firft
perfon who could be found was feized in canfequence ; being
feen in his chains before he was got to the fhip, he was hap-
pily recovered by the free fettlers feizing and threasening to fell
a man of the fame town where the chief refided.

In order to mark to the Houfe, ftill more forcibly, the fcenes
of domeftic mifery to which the Slave Frade gives birth, E
will now mention the cafe of one individual family, the only
family ‘that has come under my immediate view ; and this alfa
may ferve as a familiar inftance of the wretchednefs, whigh;
in a thoufand fimilar cafes, the Slave Trade mwuft, from its:
very nature, give occafion to. I mean the family of king’
Naimbanna, the king or chief of that country;:a man re-
marlable for the peaceablenefs of his difpofition, proteéted as-
much as any man can be protefled from thefe violences:; at-
tached to his family, living as fecurely as he can' on his little
ifland, withing to keep peace, and to promote the happinefs of
all around him. It has happened to this refpe@able perfon,
in no lefs than three feparate-inftances, to have fome branches
of his family kidnapped, and carried off to the Welt Indies.
At one time three werg decoyed on board fhip,.on pretence’
of Buying fomething of them, and carried:-off, no'.one knows
whither, by a Danith flave fhip. At.another time, another
relation was induced to pilot a flave veflel down. the river;
lic begged to be put on fhore when he came oppofite his own
town, but he was preffed to pilot her down to the mouth of
the river. The Captain then pleaded the impraclicability of
putting- him on fhore, carried him to Jamaica, and attually’
fold him for a flave ; happily, howaver, a letter was conveyed

L2 by
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by another veffel to Jamaica immediately after, and the mamn,
with fome difficulty, having applied, as I underftand, to the
Governor of Jamaica, having proved that he was kidnapped,
and having the advantage (which was 2 moft material point)
of being able to fpeak Englith, was reftored to his famxly at
Sierra Leone.

Another conne&ion of King Nanmbanna was - alfo kxdnapo
ped, and is now, no doubt, working under the whip of fome
overfeer. He alfo is gone to .increafe the population of our
iflands, and is doomed to perpetual flavery in the Weft Indies.

- If the Honourable Gentleman over the way (Mr. Vaughan)
will excufe my troubling him for the printed Reports of the

- Sierra Leone Company, out of which. he has quoted one
paflage to the Houfe, I fhould be glad to read from it part
of a letter from King Naimbanna, addreﬁ'ed to Mr. Grenv;llc ,
Sharp, on this fubjeét.

* Mr. Vaughan having handed the book to Mr. H. Thornton,
he read the following paffage: It has been told that thefe
¢ people (the free fettlers from England) would in time drive
.me, by force ‘of arms, back into the country, and take
“ my ports from me. I have received feveral accounts from
¢ faftories and Captains of thips (viz. flave factories and
« flave Captains) againft the fettlement, which I took no
. % notice of, as T conceived it was, in my opinion, fpite or envy
 that they had againft their living in the country; but have
« ferved them in any little requeft they afked of me, and have
“ endeavoured to keep peace between them and my people,
“ and alfo among themfelves, by fettling a great many dif-
¢ quiets between them. - It was pleafure to do it, as I thought
¢ they would become ufeful to us all in this country, by teach-
“ ing us things we know net; and common reafon muft tell,
“ that the moft ignorant people in the world, would be glad
“ to fee their country made good, if they bad idea how it
“ might be done. And again, I muft let you know, that
“ if there were no other reafon for my withing for the welfare
 of the fettlement, I fhould do it that there might be ftop
“ put to the horrid depredations that are fo often cemmitted

“ in this country, by all countsies that come here to trade.
& Therc
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<¢ There are three diftant relations of mine now in the Weft '
<< Indies, carried away by one Captain- Cox, Captain of a
< Danith thip ; their names as follow: Corpro, Banna, and
<¢ Morbour. Thefe were taken out of my river Sierra Leore.
< 1 know not how to get them back. ' I never hurt or de- ~
< prived any perfon’ of their right or property, or withheld
“ from them what is their due; fo I only let you know of
“ thefe lads, that there will be an account taken of them
« one day or other.—I ever was pastial to the people of .
% Great Britain, for which caufe I have put up with a great
« deal of infults from them, more than I fhould from any other
% country.”

I will mention one other ftory, of fo homble a nature as
almoft to exceed belief. It is the cafe of a fon who fold his own
father, in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, for whom he
gota cénﬁderable‘price 3 for as the father was rich in the num-
ber of his domeftic flaves, it was not doubted that he would
redeem himfelf almoft at any price. The old man ac-
cordingly fold twenty-two of his domeftic flaves, as the price
of his ranfom ; and the reft of his domeftics, being from that
time filled with apprehenfions of being on fome ground or other
{old to the flave thips, fled from the dwelling of their mafter,
to the mountains of Sierra Leone, where they now drag ona
miferable and precarious life. The fon himfelf was fold in
his turn, foon after. In fhort, the whole of that un-
happy peninfula, as I learn from eye-witnefles, has been defo-
lated by the trade in flaves. Towns are feen ftanding without
inhabitants, all along the coaft, in feveral of which our Agent
has been. Every man is armed, if he ftirs from home. For-
merly the country was in a {ate much nearer to civilization.
The old men at Sierra Leone will tell you, that before the Slave
Trade had rifen, there were even fome iron manufatories upon
the coaft: but every part acceffible to the flave ﬂiips, appears
to have become a {cene of defolation and ruin.

I hope, Sir, after what I have now faid, that the Houfe will
think me fully jultified in confidering the prefent queftion, not
as if it were the abolition of a tradey but as the abolition of
> fomething
4



( 78 )

fomething the msf oppefite to trade that can poffibly be con-
. eeived, Unfortunately, the Slave Trade has got the name of
a trade, and many pecople have been deccived by the mere ex-
preflion: fo far from being a trade, it is abfolutely the reverfe
of itt Itis a war, itis not a trade. 1t is a crime, it is not a
commerce. It is that which prevents the introdultion of a
#rade into Africa, and this in a thoufand ways, as I could eafily
- prove, if I were not afraid of trefpaffing toe far on the patience
of this Committee. It is the moft anti-commercial of any thing
that can well be imagined ; preventing even the introduction of
thofe antecedent meafures towards the eftablifament of a trade,
which are in the firft place neceffary. I will mention one cir-
cumflance that has called up much of my attention, which
might not commonly occur. The want of cultivation, as
wéll as population, in thofe parts which would naturally be
chofen for an European fettlement, is a circumftance that ex-
ceedingly aggravates the unhealthinefs of that climate. . It is
only by clearing and cultivating the lands that the climate can
be made healthy, and it is the Slave Trade that, by difperfing
the inhabitants of the coaft, and caufing the fands to remain
uncultivated, makes the coaft at prefent much more unhealthy
than the interior parts. In fhort, we have foupd, in attempt-
“ing to fettle our little colony, that it is the Slave Trade which
forms our chief difficulty ; that it is an obftacle which oppofes
jtfelf to us in a thoufand ways; that it creates more difficulty
and embarrafiment than all the natural impediments, and is more
bard to contend with than any difficulties of chmate, foil, or
natura} difpofitions of the people.

I think I may fairly fay, therefore, that it is on commercial
principles, and as wi'hing well to the commercial intereft of
this country, that T plead for its abolition. ' '

Having faid fo much on the ‘commercial part of this fubje®,
there is ane other ground on which I will fay a few words ; and
1 am the more induced to doit, becaufe I think my Honourable
Friend was rather fhort upon this part of his argument. I
fpeak of the opinion of the pedple of this country, which has
lately begun to- fhew itfclf. I do not wifh to turn this too much

‘ mto



( 719 )

“futo a conftitutional queftion, being of opinion, that perhaps we
are too apt in this Houfe to confider every queftion we argue as
fome way affeting the conftitution. I will, however, make
this plain obfervation, that it is of the utmoft ‘confequence to
the maintenance of the conftitution of this country, that the
reputation of Parliament fhould be maintained. The peos
ple, and efpecially the more thinking and virtuous part of
the community, confider this as a queftion that addrefles itfelf
to their confeiences 5 and they are not likely to defift from peti-
tioning this Houfe. Nothing, therefore, can more prejudice
the charicter of Parliament in the country. In no way can we

-give a greater handle to thofe who with ill to the prefent con-
fticution, than by any vote of our’s, that thould imply, that the
Legiflative Body of this country is the more corrupt part of it.

- Tt is of the utmoft importance that we thould not be'thought by
our conttituents flow to adopt principles of juftice, ormore deaf
than they are themfelves to the voice of humanity. The people
have thown, by the terms which may be feen in their'petitions,
as well as the petitions themfelves, that they do not confider this
queftion merely in the light, in which the Honourable Gende-
men who fpoke laft, feemed to have confidered it; but they
feel a guilt attaching itfelf to them, fo long as this trade lafts,
and from this guilt it is, that they pray_ us, their reprefentatives,

to deliver them. It feems to me, in this view of the quettion,
ghat it is a very ferious fubje&t indeed.

It has been fometimes infinuated, that Parliament, by inter-
fering in this trade, departs from its proper funions. No idea
<an be more abfurd or falfe than this. Why are we fent to Parlia-
ment? Is not the correftion of abufes among all the fubje@s
over whom we have authority, the proper bufinefs of the Le-
-giflature? To watch over the various abufes as they arife in the
Aeveral profeffions of life, and to make from time to time frefh
laws for their corretion, is our proper, and even our daily and
ordinary bufinefs, There are many evils, which, from their
diftance or infignificance, efcape our notice at firft; but when
they are grown into confequence, -it is then that the Legiflature
notices them, and thinks itfelf indifpenfibly
In every view of the fubject, - therefore, I m
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¢h e motion of my Honourable Friend. I wifh for the Abolition
of this Trade, Firft, as I have ftated, for the fake of the
* commercial honour, and the commercial intereft of this coun-
try. 1 with for its abolition alfo, becaufe I with to maintain
the good fame and reputation of Parliament, on which fo ma-
terially depends the maintenance of our happy con{htutwn but
moft of all I wifh the Abolition of this Trade on thofe eternal
principles of juftice, as well as humanity, to which nations,
as well as individuals, are bound in all their condu& to conform

themfelves.

—

‘Mn VAUGHAN, in explanation. The Honourable Gentle-
man who fpoke laft fuppofes that I am a friend to Slavery. I
faid I had fome property in the Weft Indies, and, beipg an
clder fon, might have looked to the pofleflion of Negroes; ‘but
I declare I never had, nor ever will be poffefled of a flave. As
to the Slave Trade, I thought what I had faid might have ex-
plained my feelings. "I would facrifice any thmg to a prudent
termination of both evils, for all perfons muft with that neither
had commenced. 1 was anxious to protet abfent charaters,
and confined myfelf to parts which might, in the refult, re-
move prejudices from the Colonifts.

——————

Mr. THORNTON, in reply to Mr. Vaucuan. I have not
meant, by any thing I have faid, to refle& perfonally on the Ho-
nourable Gentleman as a friend to flavery. On the contrary, I
have withed rather to fay every thing that is refpeCtful of both
the Honourable Gentlemen. Itis rather the Slave Trade, than'
favery, I have fpoken againft. - :

———— R ———cn———

Colonel TARLETON. Sir, notwithftanding all the violence
with which this motion was fupported laft year; notwithftand-
- ing the indefatigable exertions of the Junto, fince that period,
which are fully evinced by the pile of Petitions that have been

. placed upon the table ; I fhall not fhrink from the queftion, but
proceed
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proceed to argue againft a fpeculation which, if carried into
effe&t, would, I conceive, prove highly prejudicial to the imme-
diate and future interefts of this country; being ftrongly and
firmly convinced that humanity, to become laudable and efti-
mable, muft be tempered with juftice.

I do not confider it neceffary, after the thorough inveftigation
which this queftion has undergone, and the adjudication it re-
ceived from a refpetable majority of this Houfe laft year, again
to enter into all the minutiz, which are neceffarily implicated in
fo important a debate, and which have been already fo amply dif- ,
cuffed; butI fhall touch upon the different prominent features, -
and fhall never, I truft, lofe fight of that philanthropy which the
Abolitionifts fallacioufly efteem to be their vantage-ground on
this occafion. AsI am one of thofe that do not think this fpe-
culation can, after the hearing and re-hearing it has already
obtained, be prolonged to any inordinate length, efpecially when
I recollect, that affairs of the greateft importance to this Houfe
and this Country have lately been voted by large majorities -
without enquiry, and almoft without difcuffion on the part of
Adminiftration. Yet as one of the Reprefentatives of a great.
and flourithing commercial town, as a friend to the rights and
property of many thoufands of Manufacturers, Merchants, and
Planters, and an Advocate likewife for Humanity, good Policy,
and Juftice, I will proceed briefly, and, I truft, clearly, to ftate
thofe arguments which occur to me againft the Abolition of the
African Trade.

I fhall not now notice the Origin of the Trade; the
fan&ion it has received from Parliament; the ftate of ignorance
in which the’natives of Africaare involved; the horrid defpotifm
which pervades it, in confequence of that barbarifm; dr com-
pare the mild government of the Weft Indies, with the favage.
tyranny of the Kings and Princes of Africa; but endeavour to
point out the impolicy and impoffibility of abolithing the African
. ‘Trade. The different States of Europe are, and have been for
ages paft, folicitous to increafe their Commerce, their Colonies, -
and their Slave Trade; and by experience have found, that the
" profperity of all depended upon the fuccefs of -each. I need not
enumerate the Portuguezc, the Danes, tire Dutch, the Spa-

M niards,
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* miards, and thé French, who wete reported in this Hou('e to
have been on the ftart to outrace us in the fuppreffion of the
-Slave Trade, but who, by authorities which I have now in my
hand, are attually foremoft in the courfe for its continuance and
extenfion. It is apparent, therefore, as I had the honour, on
a former occafion, to remark to this Houfe, that if we were
difpofed to facrifice our African Trade, other natiohs
- would not enter into fo ruinous a plan. The French, for in-
france, depend greatly on their Weft India trade as a fource
both of revenue and navigation (I have it not now in contem-
plation to expatiate on the fituation of St. Domingo; to that I
fhall prefently advert); will they fuffer a trade, upon which their
whole commerce turns, to languith ! Noj they would thank us
for our miftaken ideas of humanity, and they would profit by
them; the difadvantage would be our’s; the advantage would be
their’s ; and the condition of the African would be exa&ly the
fame, whether he crofled the Atlantic in an Englifh, or any
other European bottom; and fhould we perfift in fo wild a pro-
ject as Abplition, the Continent will foon be fupplied with Eng-
lith houfes, Englith thips, and Englith capitals.

Having ftated the prefent fituation of Europe, with regard
to the, African Trade, it does not, I think, require much pene-
tratiun or judgment to detect and expofe the fallacious doctrine
of thofe Se@aries, who. would attempt to abolith what other
nations encourage and prote&t. A portion of common fenfe,
which in general contributes more to the public good than fo-
phiftry or enthufiafm, and which frequently difperfes the mifts
which Eloquence, Prejudice, and Fanaticifm, endeavour to
raife, to cover their own purpofes, enables the majority of this
Houfe, and of this Country, to declare, that an Abolition on the
part of England alone, will not abolith the trade in general.

- Unlefs a place of Congrefs fhall be appointcd, and unlefs all
the nations of Europe accede to fuch a propofition, and when
their deputies fhall be affembled, enter fully into the proje& of
Abolition ; we only create difficulties and embarrafiments
for our own Merchants and Manufacturers, witliout effe&ing
any other purpofe. Nay, perhaps our prefent wild, fanatical -
manner of condulling this fpeculation, may alienate the affec-

" tions
N
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tions of our Colonifts, who, through 2 deluge of blood, may work
out for themfelves another independence, or may throw theme
felves into the arms of thofe confederated ftates, whofe cons
ftitution tells us, that they have a facred regard for public faith,
and private property.

" Though I fincerely wifh, for the honour of human nature,
that an eternal veil could be drawn over ‘the recent horrible
tranfa&tions in St. Domingo, I cannot help noticing fome cir+
cumftances, becaufe they feem to originate in the .ame princi-
ples and practices, which fome people in this Country have
lately adopted, with regard to the Weft-India Iflands. I fhall
not attempt to defcribe the barbarities and horrors of thofe
fcenes, which have been difplayed at St. Domingo---a bare re-
cital of which, would make an impreflion upon the hardeft
heart, and moft inacceflible under(tanding, without the affift-
ance of pathetic eloquence, or laboured ingenuity. I fhal
therefore turn the attention of the Committee from a contem-
plation of rapes, of maffacres, of conflagrations, of impaled
infants, and alls of parricide, and endeavour to point out con-
cifely, the impolicy, as well as danger, of our now purfuing the
object of Abolition.

Partial extrals of the debates of this Houfe, and the garbled
ftatements of evidence, which have been fo induftrioufly circu-
‘lated, both in this Country, and through all the Colonies, have
created alarm and diftruft throughout every Ifland in the Weft-
Indies; all the letters from that quarter of the "Globe, fpeak
mu'l forcibly of the mifchiefs and dangers that may arife, and
which actually threaten the white Inhabitants. I have within
this laft week received a letter from a refpeflable officer at
Antigua, defcribing the fickly fituation of the King’s troops,
owing to the frequent detachments required from them, in
order to awe or fupprefs infurreétions amonft the Negroes,
throughout the different Iflands.  Government has been made
acquainted with thefe circumftances, and the perils which con-
fequently impended, and to relieve the minds of the Colonifts,

" and to counteract the abfurd vote of the Minifter, that. very
Minifter has been compelled to fend a reinforcement of Infan-
try, and a Remment of nght Drageons; the vote of this night

M2 o may
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may require additional troops, and if this chimerical proje&t
to be revived every year, the Army of England may be full
employed in the Weft Indies.

. On the fubjet of the Petitions, which have been lately pre
fented, I muft beg leave to obferve, that though I entertain th
higheft refpect and veneration for the Petitions of the people o
England, I cannot yield my admiration on the prefent occafion
becaufe I think that their fentiments have not been fairly col.
le&ted. ‘The form and language of the Petitions bear too ftrong
a refemblance to each other, they appear to be the manufaure
of the Se&taries of the Old Jury; and the fignatures do not
ftamp th=m, in my mind, with any additional credit or autho-
rity. Unexpelted and unfolicited letters have lately poured in
upon me, from the moft refpectable individuals, in all parts of
England, defcribing the various artful modes adopted for ob-
taining and creating Signatures, and to an honourable Member
‘now in my eye, I am indebted for an extenfive correfpondence,
even in the remoteft parts of Scotland.

~ Infome villages and towns, mendicant phyficians, and iti~
nerant clergymen, have exercifed almoft unexampled zeal
and induftry, and difplayed the ingenuity of Scapin to ex-
tort names from the fick, the indigent, and the traveller: in
others, the g-ammar-ichools have received ceremonious vifits,
from the indctatigabic « miffaries of the Abolitionifts; and the
boys have been indulzed with the gladfome tidings .of a holi~
day, provided they would fign their own, and the namesin the
neighbourhood; and, when on examination, the Inhabitats
could not furnith Signatures, fufficiently numerous, they have
been defired to employ their imagination, to give to ¢ airy
< nothing, a local habitation and a name !”

Colonel Tarlton then adverted to the Letters in his poflef-
fion, to fupport what he had juft advanced, and amongft them
read the following extrats:

. [ War;riugton, March, 1792.
“ SIR, .
¢« Having with pleafure frequently obferved, that you are the Champion
for the Trade of Liverpool, I beg leave to communicate to you a piece of
inteliigence I lately pick’d up, onmy return from a journey to Manchefter,

relative to the mode purfued by the Partizans for the Abolition, in order
ta
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to procure as many names as they can to their Petitions. I fell in company -
weith a very refpeétable Tradefinan of Warrington, who told me hehad a
fon ju't returned from fchool at Bolton ; where a Petition to Parliameat for-
the Abolition had been induftrioufly handed about, to obtain the fignatures
of all ranks of people, from the higheft to the lowelt; and that in orderto
procure all the names they poflibly could, real or imaginary, they waitedon
the fchool-boys, and not only gotthem to fign their own names, but alfoas
many more names of their neighbours as they could recolle&t; fome of the
arch boys (of lefs retentive mentories) perceiving that thofe boys who could
recolle@ moft names met with the greateft applaufe, in order to receivea pro-
portionable fhare of praife, firlt figned their own names with others they did
recolleét ; after that they invented new names, and put them down alfo.—
Any caments I could make on fuch Petitions being confidered as the fenfe
of the people of Bolton, &'. to you would be fuperfluous——I only give
you the fa&, which I confider as my duty, as a well-wifher to the Mer-
chants and Trade of Liverpool, to inform you of : therefore hope you will.
pardon the liberty I now take. I am,
With the greateft refpedt,
S1R, ’
Your moft obedient,
humble Servant,

— e s »

.

Colonel Tarlton has the original Letters in his poffeflion, but does
not feel authorized to publifh the names of the Writers,

¢« HONOURED SiR, ¢ Chefler, March 30, 1792,

Knowing there was a Petition carried on here for the Abolition of

the Slave Trade, figned by a number of names, a great number of which

I thought was very improper fhould be fent to that Honourable Houfe of

which you are a Member, as it was chiefly children belonging to the dif-

ferent fchools in this city ; amongit the reft, it was brought to the fchocl of

. which I am a fcholar, and was figned (by defire of my mafter) by every
boy in the fehool that could write his name, myfelf excepted.

Your's refpe&fully,

L
——— —

Relative to the fignatures of the boys, the Colonel referred to the follow-
ing paffage in a letter from Sheffield. “ You have time to elablith the
«¢ truth of it by gnquiry, before the matter is difcufled, or by a line ad-
¢ drefled to .

¢ The Rev. CiarLES CHADWICK, mafter of the grammar-

/ 4 fchool. ) .
¢ Rev. MATTHEW PRESTON, Englith grammar [chool.
« Joux Eapon, mafter of the frec writing fchool.
¢ Or mctt of the other writing {chool-mafters in this place.™
The



( 8 )

‘The Colon:! obferved, that hewould net tire the patience of his -heare
by reading letters in his paffeffion written by refpettable individuals refident :

the following places :
Portfmouth Culrofs
Ipfwich Manchefter
St. Andrew’s Edinburgh
o Carlifle Hull
Dorchefter ' Chefter, &c. &c. &c.
Swanfea ] '

The Magiftrates of the places whence thefe extraordi-
nary Petitions have originated, have feldlom been approach-
ed. The Town Halls have flill more rarely had thefe
Petitions difplayed in them, in order to await the deliberation,
the decifion, or the fignatures of the grave, refpeQable, and
informed part of the community. No, Sir, parts of the flimfy
hearfay evidence, which for a length of time opprefled and dif-
graced the table of this Houfe, were mutilated, diftorted, and
reduced to the fize of pamphlets, in order to promote their
circulation throughout all the ale-houfes and excife-offices in
this kingdom, where the unwary and uninformed were tricked
out of their humanity, by inflammatory extrals; and from
fuch fources moft of the petitions, which, I had almoft faid dif=
graced, the figners and the receivers, have been produced !

" Great God, Sir, is this 4 decent, honourable, or decorous

manner of learninz, or fhowing to the world the fentiments

of the people of this country? No, Sir, it is equally an in-
{ult and mockery upon the people and Parliament of England.

I cannot help faying a few words at this moment on the
difference of the evidence brought before the Privy Council,
and the Scle@ Committee of the Houfe, by both parties, pre-
vious to the difcufiion of laft year.

I need not ftigmatize the Abolitionifts, by mentioning the
names of the generality of their evidences: nor need I fay
any thing more in eulogy of the principal evidences brought
forwards by the Merchants and Planters, than merely repeat the
names of Lord Shuldham, Admiral Barrington, Admiral Ar-
buthnot, Admiral Edwards, Admiral Hotham, Commodore

Gardner, Losd Macartpey, Lord Rodney, Sir Ralph Payne,
» “Sir
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Sir J. Dalling, Sir Archibald Campbell, Mr. Baillie, Mr.
Hiibbert, and a long lift of refpeCtable charaGters. If 1 waste
analyfe the bulk of the evidence, I fhould exhauft the patience ’
of the Committee, in contrafting the ignorance, the malice,
and fanaticifm of fome, with the veracity, the ingenwoufnefs,
and the candour of others. In fhort, I fhould exhibit, if K
gave a_true pilture, a variegated view of the fair and foul
principles which dignify and debafe the human mind.

I have no fmall degree of fatisfaltion refulting from the
opportunity the Honourable Gentleman, who opencd this day’s
debate, has afforded me, of juftifying a refpectable body of
iy conftituents. He has been pleafed to enlarge upon the
1ofles {uftained on the paffage from Africa to the Weft Indies,
Notwithftanding his calculations, his fabrications, or his com-
ments, I can pledge myfelf to this Houfe, and this country; in
aflerting and maintaining the average lofs per cent. does not
exceed four and a half, fince the regulations were impofed on
the Siave Ships. If we advert to the voyages of the King's
troops, or the tranfportatien to Botany Bay, the comparifon is
highly favourable to the African Trade.

Another affertion of the Hon. Gentleman’s I beg leave like-
wife to repel. . He ftill choofes to enlarge the mortality amongft
the feamen, and from thence draws an inference prejudicial to
the Town of Liverpool, and City of Briftol.—For the former
of thofe ports {and we may conclude that the fame trade is con-
du&ted in the fame manner as at the latter) I muft again repeat
what I had the honour to deliver to the Houfe laft year, as there
is no event which gives me reafon to doubt its veracity :—
¢¢ The Liverpool African Trade is, in proportion to the num-
« ber of hands it employs, the moft produtive nurfery for
¢ feamen that belongs to the Commerce of this country. For,
¢« admitting for a moment the exaggerated calculations which
« have gone abroad, of the mortality of the Seamen employed
« in this Trade ; admitting that 642, out of 3170 perfons, die
“ in the voyage of one year ; admitting farther, that half this
« mortality falls upon that half of the crew which is compofed
¢ of Scamen and Officers, and confequently that 321 Searnen
perifhed in the courfe of one year’s voyage, yet as 1585
“ Land{men

-
-

.
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« Landfmen from ‘the fingle port of Liverpool alone, in fpite
« of that fabricated mortality, contributes annually, by means
% of this Trade, an augmentation of 943 perfons to the Navy
« of Great Britain.””

1 thall not trefpafs longer on the patience of the Committee,
farther than making one more obfervation on the Hon. Gen-
tleman’s Speech, in which fo little novelty occurred. He was
pleafed to fay that white people, and the failors in particular,
could work in the Weft Indiec.—In anfwer to that affertion, I
" fhall refer to what T deem go d authority—the teflimony of
many refpeftable Officers. It would be tirefome to enumerate
the names of all the Officers who have ferved ‘in that part of
the wold, for they generally, I believe, without a fingle ex-
ception, maintain the truth of what I advance.—If he does not
like Naval or Military Authorities, I will indulge the Honour-
ablz Gentleman with other proofs of iny affertion. It has been
found by expericnce that the natives of Europe could not en-
dure any labour under the intemperate heat of the Weft Indies.
—Frequent attempts have been made to cultivate eftates with
~ white labourers. In this experiment the French are faid to

have loft 12,000 whites in the year 1763. The Affembly of
Jamaica offered great encouragement in the year 1749, -to in-
duce white families to fettle in that Ifland, but of the few that
went, in ten years there wete no remains.

Wiih refpe&t to the value of the African and Weft Indxa
Trade to this country, examined cither feparately or collec-
tively, no perfon has yet prefumed to doubt the benefits de-
rived from them. The Manufa&urers and Merchants of this
country find their intereft materially allied to the exiftence of
the former ; ‘and though, on a prior occafion, the Honour-
able Gentleman who mov=d the queftion was pleafed to fiyle
the African Trade “a Lottery at Liverpool,” it has been
found by experience to be generally a profitable concern, and

- that the morals and fortuties of the individuals, who enter
into it, arc not fo much deb fed and ruined, as thofe of their™
neighbours, by their connelions with the Rate lottery of this
sountry.

’

By
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- By an Abolition, fevéral hundred fhips, feveral thoufand
failors, and fome millions of induftrious mechanics, will lofe
their employment, and be rendered worfe than ufelefs; for a
fudden chafm of this fort will undoubtedly prove of the moft
dangerous confequences to fociety.

A yearly deficit. of fix millions, which is the loweft average,
and admitted by all fides ;of the Houfe, and which will fall
on the manufa&turers, fhip-builders, and a large body of the
working pesple, will be fenfibly felt in this country, though
her induftry and commierce flourith almoft beyond calculam
tion. And if I.add to this defalcation of our commerce and
revenue, the lofs of our Colonies, which are eftimated at
feventy millions; which; from the beft authorities, are totally

dependent on the African Trade, what new difcovery or con-
trivance is'to remedy an évil which would palfy the very ex~.

iftence of the national profperity ? ,

The oppofition to the queftion now before the Houfe, is fo
conne&ted with the well-being and good government of this
'countty, - that if I wds an enemy to the Cenftitution of Eng~
land, which has .been the work of ages, and which, though a
goody all muft acknowledge to be 2 very complicated, machine,
1 would vote for the Abolition of the African. Trade. It cer-
tainly will be allowed, that a government, conftituted like the
one we now enjoy, is a new work in the annals of mankind.
The great extent of commerce and credit, and the ftupendous
national debt, which overfhades the revenue of. Great Britain,
are circumftances to which we can find no parallel in hif-

“tory. Through the mediwn of fcience, and the extenfion of
labour and manufalures;. we are enabled to penetsate into
every country, to become the merchants of every flate, and the
citizens of every clime. .

To our commercijal fuccefs, therefore, we may falrly attria
bute our great increafe of power, wealth, and confequences;
and our public and national debt has unfortunately, whether
from error in Government, or not, I will not pretend to de-

cide, kept pace with that power, that wealth, and that cone -

fequence If, therefore, we attempt to circumfcribe the

means which have enabled us to asrive at the fummit of com-

N msrcjal®
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mercial profperity, fhall we not endanger oy Cenftitution by
rathly drying up the fources which fwslled the tide, and gave
rapidity to the curgent of our commercial nnponance and na-
tional revenue.

I need not enter into a minute defcription of the origin of
the African T'rade, or' the origin ef the National Debt. .If
either were to' commence de novo, there would not be found in
this ‘Houfe, or in this country, a more ftrenuous- oppofer of
fuch fpeculations ; but circumftanced as we now are, it is the
intereft and duty of every good citizen, not to- opprefs the
main-fpring of Government, but to- facilitate’ and regu!ate its
#novements with ¢aré and eircumfpe&ion.

If, Sir, we violate the' fanéiorr of Parliament, and toucl;
the vitals of our Commerce, with: = rough and injudicious
tand, we endanger the exiftence of our prefent. Conftitution.
By the moderation and prudent interference of this Houfe,the
‘African Trade, if mal-praQices exift in ity may be meliorated ;
<by timely informasion we .may corret the abufes in Govern-
-ment, increafe the general profperity of this country, and re~
Atere and invigorate the powers of the Legiflature. But, if
-with an imprudent temerity, we.daringly ftrike at the:root of
eur commerce; we undermine our prefent advantages, and de-
troy our future expetations ; and the Reprefentatives of the
-people will: be guilty-of fuicide upon the laws,. the profpenty,
“and the conflitution. of England. :

e e
Mr. M. MonTacv.—I with to bring to the recolleGtion cf
“the Houfe, that on a former octafion, when my Honourable
- *Feiend (Mr.: Wilberforce) introduced a Motion: for. the Abo-
lition of the Slave Trade, I abftained from troubling the
“Houfe with any argument. For- however anxious 1.may be to
" teftify: my opiniony and to prove thas I have formed a judg-
#tent not more firm, than candid and deliberate, upon the fub-
je@; yet knowing, that from the ardor with whieh I have”
“entered on the purfuit, and-from the many hours I.have been
iriduced to fpend upon it, } may be fufpected of an intempe-
- ate zedl, and, of fomewhat of the feclings of a party, I have
' been
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been willing ¢o yield my flatien in the conteft tothofe'who'may:
be fuppofed to come with cooler imaginations ; and have tied-
myfelf down, in the fituation of a dpetator, to an attentive
- confideration of the arguments adduced on each fide of the quef{--
tion. It isin this pofition, that, divefting myfelf as far as I can:
of all I have thought before upon the fubjelt, and giving a can-
did entertainment to the ebjeions of the adverfary, I have been;
more than ever confirmedin the foundnefs of my principles, and
in the opinion of the policy, as well as juftice, of the Abolition,.
Ft is now then no longer in my power, confiftent with the
duties I owe to my country, to juitice, and humanity, to e~
frain from uttering what I.conceived to be my unalterable:”
fentiments upon the fubject, and I entreat the: Houfe to believe,:
that it is in difcharge of this duty I addres them, and not
£rom any impertinent defire of obtruding myfelf on their natice.
But before 1 enter on the argument, I with te obviate
a prejudice entertained againft the friends of an Abolition of. -
the Slave Trade, who are accufed of proceeding in a ralh,
and precipitate mannper to their conclufion, upon abftra&t and,
impraticable graunds ;- and of infifting on an abfurd extieme
by Abolition, while they reject a wife, temperate, and prac
ticable medium by Regulation. - To do away +his. prejudice,,
I am defirous of offering fome preliminaries to the adver~
fary, which may ferve as a juft point of reference. between,
us, All I require on their parts is to concede, that in the
Slave Trade there exifts a great evil, which muft of ne.-
ceflity be remedied, and' that the means of remedy ought
to ‘be fuch, as will be effectual to the objet, and not an idle
mockery and delufion. In return far this conceffion, I am
ready to adinit, that, inafmuch as it is the duty of legiflators
to 'remedy exifting evils, and thofe evils ‘particularly of the
aioft éxtenfive and pernicious influence, it is no lefs their
duty to ‘apply that remedy in the leaft "hazardous manner
the nature of “the evil will admit, and to féel themfelves
reponfible, that the hand of the phyfician fhould .be. the
hand 'of a friend, and not:¢he rath interference of an émpiric.
1 hope the Houfe will feel, that' while I offer thefe prin-
cipies as a ftandard by w_hicl;:b meafurg alh] haye.to fay om ra
RN 2 he *
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the fubjed; 1 am ‘defitous to efteblith & fair and impartia}
criterion between the two parties.

With the imprefion of the latter firong upon my mmd L
fhall proceed to argue the queftion, and to lay before the Houfo
the reafons, which qonvince my-mind, that no regulation,
fhort of an Abalition of the trade, will be effeGual; and
that'a regulation, by any of thofe means which 3lone can be
thought likely to have any effe@, will prove infinitely more
dangerous to the fecurity of the planters, both. in their per-
fens and property, than the Abolition. I {hall. not make
any effort to prove, that the application of any regulations to
the original grievance on the coaft of Africa is impoflible,
becaufe the truth there appears fo abvious, that I may almoft
take it as a conceffion of the epponent, For how is. it pofe
fible to afcertain the juftice of the captivity of each individual,
whom we force away .into bondage? Can-we eftablifh tribunals
all along the coaft, and in every fhip, to enquire into the offences
committed by each flave, and into the legality of the punifhe
ment ? What judges can we find for fucit an office.?” But ad-
mitting, for the drgument’s fake, -that we could invent fuch a
gribunal, as might afcertain the right of the feller to the perfons
of thofe who are enflaved on the coaft, what expedient could
we imagine to -bring. evidence of the juftice of the capti~
vity, of by far the greater number, who were brought from
great diftances inland? The impoffibility. of fuch regulations
is fo clear, that I fhall not wafte tinie in proving it. = Bug
before I pafs to another part.of the fubject, 1 with the Houfe
to paufe, and recollet, that if i were indeed .impoffible. to do
away: the evil of this part. of «the trade, how ftroag, how
ovident, how invincible ought tobe the neceflity pleaded for the
continuance of what is irremediably, upjuft in its foundation !

+ ¥ fhall met dwell much upon. the proof of.the inefficacy
of regulations as.:ta the Middle Paffage. My, Honouable
Friend has fhowa, that however .the mortality .might be
abated in motft of fhe MBips,. by:the regulations of Sir William
Dolben’s RBilly . yes; whesever::a. contagiqus. dx&:mpgr happens -
‘40 break out (and fuch.in many inftances muft always. be ex+
pc&cd) the greateft part. of. th:ai:gp is fwept away, and the
‘ average
LN
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average of deaths {s by thefe-inftances fill kept up to o thocke
ing and enprmous height.

What | would wifh principally ta mculcate, is- the ime
poﬂibxl;ty of *applying regulations in the Weft Indies, with~
Qut more danger to the perfons and property of the planters,
than would accrue by the Abolition, This part of the argu~
ment.I am particulardy defirous to inforce, becaufe ‘I know,
that upon this, and upon the flate of the population in.the
iflands, the whole meafure muft reft with thofe to whom we
muft look for a majority, with the perfons who admit the
injuftice of the trade, but who believe, or at leaft fear, the
danger and impolicy of an Abolition, My firft p fition here
will be, that no regulations can be rendered effectual to the
protection of the flave in the Weft Judies, which do not admit . .
the evidence of the Negro i in a Court of Juftice, My fecand,
that to admit - the evidence of a Negro in 2 Coyrt of Juftice
will be infinitely more dangerous to the perfons and the Ppros
perty of the Planters than the Abolition of the Trade, Ip the
firft place, I would with Gentlemen to confider what. is. to
be done by regulation for the proteQion of the flave ! ~ Should
it be enaQted that the punifhments be moderate ! That. the
number of lathes be limited? The Colonial Legiflatuse havg
already done as much 2s the magic of words aloge can.do ypon
the fubjet.  Yet the evidence upan the T'abie uniformly teids
to prove, that in fpite of this law, the enly protection of the flave
#s in the clemency of the mafter; becaufe the, whites, being one
of two in number on a plantation, tie offence, however gtroe
cioys and inhuman, exifts not within the.eye or reach of _the
Jaw, though committed in the prefence of a hundred .flaves,.
Befides, that by (plitting the offence, and,infliCting the punify
ment at iptervals, the law is eyaded, aithough the fact bg
within the reach of evidence, by the accidental pre'fenc: of
~ a white man,

1 beg leaye to advert to the. evidenpe. of Captam qulc,
of the 8gth reglment, and of Chief Juftice Otley, as to this
point; the former relating a fhocking, inftance of rgiteratcd
_ punithment, in contempt of the law, within his own know-
ledge ; the latier -declaring, that « he. can devife po method
of bringing a mafter, fo oﬂ'cndmg, to juftice, while the evi-
dence

et
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dence of the flave continues inadmiffible.” But let councis of
protetion, and guardians of the flaves be appomted'to watech
.over their welfare, and to reftrain the mafter, - Thxs again is
awell-founding expedient ; but nugatory and abfurd in pra&tice.
For what perfons, refident in the iflands, would be,found, te
whom that important and troublefome office coyld be intrufted,’
with a hope of a faithful difcharge of its duties? Who is’ there,
not only in the iflands, but refident on every particular plan-
sation, who will rifque the comfort of his life by -the ‘exercife
of fo invidious an interference ? But granting that men of fuch’
exalted and a&ive beneficence could be found in the iflands, as
¢o facrifice all their time, and 2l the friendfhip of their equals
and affociates, for the'zood of theflaves, what could they effect?
Suppofe the Honourable Gentleman who' brought forward the
motion were deputed, an unwelcome, indeed, but in all pro-
Bability a'very vigilant ‘guardian of the flaves; what proteGtion
srould the law enable him to afford to the flave? Could he be
pre{ént at all times, and at all places, at once? That would be
a tafk too arduous even for this aclive philanthropy. Vet if
€hat were not the cafe, the offence to be redreffed by him would
sequire to be proved to him ;5 and the fame difficulties of proof
would fand in the way of the guardian, as of any other tribunat.
I might urge many other argiuments to prove that all regu-
tations muft be ineffectual, thort of the admiffion of the flave to
give evidence. But to admit the flaves to ‘give evidence in their
prefent ftate of civilization, would be of ‘the moft dangerous
confequence to the fafety and the property of the Planters; and
to admit the flaves to any of ‘the rights of citizens, where they
fo greatly out-number the whites, w’tll e to make them in ef.
fe& the mafters. - One Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Vaughan)
has faid, the flaves may ‘be admitted tu give evidence, feavinig
it to the judges te give weight, according to their difcretion, to
the depofitions. 1 confefs this appears to me to be fraught with
a moft hazardous principle of difcontent ; for how are thie Ne-
groes to be perfuaded, that it is fit they fhall be admitted to
fpeak the truth, and thea be dilpelieved and difregarded ? What
a fermentation mmft fuch 2 eonduct naturally excite in mén difs

mxﬁ”ed wuh mjunes uqredrefied 'tnougb abundamly proved, in
their
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their apprehenfion, by their teftimony? If then it be provedy
that no regulations are likely to be effe@ual, and it has been
admitted, that the evil calls in an imperious and irrefiftible
nanner for a remedy, there is no expedient left but an Abe=~
Jition, That an Abolition of the Trade would not.osly. be
effeCtual, but fafe, and even beneficial to the Planters, has
-been irrefragably proved by the calculations of the ftate of pos
pulation by a Right Honourable Gentleman {Mr. Pitt).to which
‘no anfwer has ighen even attempted to-be giv?n. And until fuch
.an attempt is made :with fuccefs, I with fuch Gentlemen (who
- fear are .many) as come down to vote. with a flight view of
-the, fabje&, upon the affurances of fome-of their friends (per=
haps interefted) who fay that it is a dangsrous expedient to abow
lifh the trade, would confider ferivufly how they can reconcile
-thejr confciences to juflify and continue the moft horrible .cru-
elty’ and injuftice, upor a political nceeflityy not maintained
except by aflertion, but refuted in the caleulations, and aban-
‘doned in argument, even by thofe whofe authority they meant
to follow in their decifion.

I could wifh two defcriptions of perfons to give their attens
tion to what I admit to be only an argument to their difcretion,
but to what appears to me to be a very forcible confideration,
.and one which in wifdom ought to have great weight and influ-

.ence on their condu@. I wifh the Planters to confider the great
-increafing progeefs, which the opinion of the injuftice of the
“Trade is making in the Nation at large, as manifefted by the
.Petitions, which bad almoft obftrutted the proceedings of
‘the Houfe by their perpetual introdu@ion. Toey muft be-
gin to- perceive, that it is no longer poffible to ftifle the
.bufinefs in the birth, tha: offended Juftice will at length,
with an uplified arm, break down all oppofition, and that the
minds of the reprefentatives would be found in union with the
_opinions of their confiituents. It is now, therefore, for them
to fave their credit, and to take care that the retribution to the
-injured, Africans fhall not be madg, without their concurrcnce.
The other defeription of periuns, whofe attention I requeft
-(and whom 1 haye reafon to believe to be a large body) are
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fuch as have been led to afcribe the agitation of this queftion €&
the fame fpirit of abftra& and impraticable equalization, which

they dread to fee’ applied to the deftruction of order and good

government in our invaluable Conftimution. I there be any
perfons with this apprehenfion, they will do well to confider

whether they had not better be in hafte to deftroy that affociatiors, |

and by feparating the real evil from' the i imaginary grievance, to
deftroy the credit which: the latter may derive from being con-

nie@ed in opinion with the former. I they neglet to.remedy

2 'mdft abominable and crying abufe, againft which every fecling
df reafon, religion,: and even political wifdom, vevolts with
abhorrence, do they not play into the hands of thofe, who con-
ftrue their dread of innovation on other. occafions, into an ob-
ftinate refiftance of - truth, juftice, and expediency.?

- Lfhall now- conclude -with repeating a' ptrofeffion I formerly
made; that I will never ceafe to promote :the Abolition of the
Slave Trade, with every faculty of body and mind, till the
injuries of humanity are redreffed, and the national character
relieved from the deepeft difgrace that is recorded in the annals
of mankind.

e

. Mr. WaiTBrREAD. The fubjedt has undergone fo full and
fair a difcuffion, and the arguments that have been urged to
prove that the Motion for the Abolition of the Slave Trade is
founded in principles of impolicy and injuftice, have fo com-
pleatly failed of their effed, that I do not deem it neceflary to
occupy much of the time of the Committee, and therefore fhall
nat long detain them. -Could I conceive that the trade is, as
fome have afferted it to be, founded on principles of humanity;
could I conceive that the ‘miferable Africans are refcued from
death and torture in their own country, and that upon being
carried to the Weft Indies, a happier clime and more luxuriant
foil, they are put under the deminion of kind and humane maf-
ters; that their toil is I'ght, and their labour eafy; that their
days are fpent in- healthy and pleafing occupation, and not con-
fumed in dreary and oppreflive labour, and that at evening they
retern to their hemes, chearfully to the fong and the dance, and

retue
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retire to reft, unfatigued, and’ with heaits at eafe; that in the
morning, they nfe, invigorated by reft, and alert with chear-’
fulnefs, to purfue an occupation that is mild and eafy; were he
convinced, thatin ficknefs they are attended with care and {klll,,
and that their old age is rendcred comfortable by the enjoyment
of peace and plenty, and that they lay them down to fleep the'
fleep of death, in calmnefs and refignation ; were I convinced,
that thefe were circumftances that exifted in truth, and are
fubftantiated by fa&, even then, I would vote that the Slave‘
“T'rade be aboh{hed 3 inafmuch, as I am convinced, that th
which is in principle fundamentally wrong, no prattice. whab
ever can render right and pardonable. No argument can provea
nor any elaquence perfuade me, that man is torn from his native
country, and his deareft connections, for the purpofe of nourifhs,
ment, and that he is" delivered into the bands of man, in order: ]
to warrant his fafety, and procure his prote®tion. Who will
aﬂ'ert, that man, when delivered into the hands of man, will
not be ill treated ? Who. will fay, that he fhall not fuffer? Itis
the known effet of power upon the human heart;. and.it, mufb
neceffarily happen, that nat only, thofe who were originally goody
by being poffeffed. of arbitrary. pawer become bad; but that many
exercife a greater degree of cruelty-than they would otherwife
have imagined, from the mere circumftance of their being enabled
to dofo withimpunity. When man is fubject to the dominiom
of his fellow creature,, there muft, onthe one hand, be tyranpy;
and on the other, a deep fenfe of injury: it is the quality of
defpotifn-to corrupt the beart, and deaden the finer feclings of
nature. Of the hardened and cruel among mankind, there are
already. too great a. number, and to permit perfons of that" dew
{cription, to poflefs. power over their fellow creatures, is: to
{uffer.an evil that is dangerous: agd: unjuftiftable indsed. 1 beg
leave to obferve, that expreffions Have fallen: from fome of thofls
who have contended for. the humanity, of the Slave Trade; thae
comvince me, that barbarities. exift in that traffic. that. are difw
graceful to. human natwre.. 1 have benrd it afferted in this
Houfe, I do not impute.it invidioydly- to any one,. but.it-wasan
exprefiion that forcibly fiyuck ‘my mind;:I mean an expreft
fion of an Honourable Gentleman in his place in the laft fefion
o of
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of Parliament, on the éifcaﬂ‘wn of the Sierra- Leone bufine{ss

who, when he came to fpeak of the flaves, in an account of the

félling off the ftock of a plantation, faid, that the flaves fetched.
lefs than their common price, becaufe they were damaged I—
Damaged } Does not this imply that the flave had fpent the beft
part of his life in the fervice of a mafter, who parts with him for.
a fmall compenfation, and leaves him to linger out the remainder
of his miferable exiftence with a mafter, perhaps of more fevere
manners, a harfher nature, and in all probability not lefs
- arbitrary in his difpofition ? I cannot but mention a paffage that.
1 difcovered in the perufal of a pamphlet publifhed in the defence
of the Slave Trade, the author of which, defcribing the happy
fituation of the negroes, among other felicitous circumftances
. obferves, that a good negro wants no characker, for his fervices.
may be feen, as it were, and his value appreciated, by the marks
he bore of chains, galls, and lafhes. What is that, butto fay
that fuch inftruments of torture are made ufe of, and that lafhes
are inflicted that leave indelible marks ?" And who will fay, that
they were juftly inflicted ? An Honourable Gentleman, who’
this evening fpoke for the firft time in this Houfe (Mr. Vaug-
ban) has faid, that he heartily wifhed for the Abolition of the
trade, and yet has argued in favour of its continuance. That
gentleman ‘has declared, that upen going over to the Weft
Indies, he was furprized to find the flaves in fo good a fituation s
but he has alfo obferved, that they are all poor and degraded,
and, putting flavery and cruelty out of the queftion, are better off
than the poor of this country. What is it, we wantto abolith ?
Tt is cruelty and flavery that we' wifh to abolith, and thereby
to.do away that dreadful diftinGtion which degrades their con-
dition, and reduces them below the level of their fellow crea-
tures. The Honourable Gentleman has exprefled his-admira-
‘tion of their refignation ; but is it net that fort of refignation
which is the confequence of defpair ? He has alfo faid, that one
of the overfeers afked a flave, who was idle, « What do you
think your mafter .bought you for? Did he not buy you to fa-
~ bour?” and that the flaye thereupon dire@ly began to work.
Had the negro ufed any reply, what would have been the argu-
ment in an{wer, but thofe wails and fcars which he could net
’ have:
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have refifted ?—With refpe& to the affertion that the commence
of the country would be materially affe@ed by an Abolition of
the Slave Trade, as the fubje@ has been fo ably difcufed, I will
not detain the Comiittee upon that point. Nothing has paffed
to alter my opinion on the fubje&; but as an Honourable
. Friend of mine (Colonel Tarlton) who has made a very able
defence of the trade, has afferted that the Petitions which have
been prefented from ll parts of the kingdom, do nat contain the
general opinion of the people, or fpeak their fentiments, but
that they have been obtained by artifice, and were undeferving
of credit; I muft beg leave to obferve, .that my Honourable
Friend has adduced rather unfatisfattory evidence.to prove, that
the Peditions do net fpeak the voice of the country, I have had
the honour to prefent A petitien from my conflituents, and I wi]
venture to fay, that there does not exift more refpeftable namdy
in the kingdom than thofe of the perfons who have ﬁgned that
Petition. It has been faid by my Honourable Friend, that there
is a ftrong fimilitude in their tenor and fubftance. Thatis a cir.
cumftance, by no means to be wondered at. There is bue
one plain tale to tell, and it is not furprizing that it has beea
told in nearly the fame manner and expreffions. There is hut qne
boon to afk, and that is the Abolition of the Slave T'rade. ‘The
Petitions contain the fentiments of the people in genera!, and
neither can they be invalidated, nor the evidence on the table be
difproved, by the epiftle of a quaker at Wamngton, or the letter
of a Chefter fchodl-boy. The Honourable Gentleman who
has brought forward the queftion, has been accufed of enthufiafm -
I am as warm an advocate for the Abolition of the Slave Tradc
as the Honourable mover of the queftion; but peither of them
‘have ftarted an idea of the Slaves being emancipated ; they areas
yet unfit for fuch a bleffing. It is not for the emancipation of
the Slaves, but for an Abolition of the Slave Trade, that they
have contended. Is that a proof of enthafiafm or fanaticifn, or
is it a proof of a calm and rationdl inveftigation ? That meafures
may be adopted for a gradual emancipation, as a Right Hon,
Gentleman (Mr. Pjtt) laft year fuggefted, is, I am perfuaded
the wdh of every confiderate man, and is the object that we
have in wew,—An Honourable Gentleman has faid fomething

R4 *zrl/ P
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' about two great orators, and men of diftinguithed abilities, hav—
united their talents on the occafion, and who have givem
éreater credit to the Honourable Gentleman who made the
~ motion, by acceding to his opinion on the fubjedt, than he
merits. 1 do not believe, that the €loquence of the Honourable
Gentleman has prevailed upon them to acquiefce in his opinions
But that the naked truth and fimple juftice of the fubjedt, have
induced them to fupport the queftion; and if any thing could
fncld additional weight to that of the conviction I entertain,
that the traffic is inhuman and impalitic, it would be the circum-~
fance of the two gentlcmeg in queftion, men of fuch eminent
talents and brilliant abilities, and who are in habits of oppofition ta
éach other, uniting on the occafion, and contending for the Abo-
Jtion of the trade; convinced as I am that that union is the cenfe~
ence of the clearnefs of their minds, and the irrefiftible force
‘truth.—1I truft, that thofe are not to be found who exult in
the calamities that have recently occured in St. Domingo. If
fuch men exift, in my mind they merit exclufion from fociety,
* and ought to'be driven from civilized life. For my own part_
1 difclaim all exultation on the fubje&t. An Honourable Gentle-
man has declared, that thofe calamities are the firft fruits of
Yaft year’s Debate on the Slave Trade. 1 deny the affertion,
and contend that they are the eﬁ'e& of the Trade itfelf, There j is
2 pomt of endurance, beyond which human nature cannot go,
at which the mind of man rifes by its native elafticity with g
Ipring and violence proportioned to the degree to which it has
been depreffed. The calamities in St, Domingo are the effe
of the Slave Trade, and proceeded from no other caufe ; and if
the trade contmues, fimilar evils are to be apPrchended in our
‘Weft India Iflands. The cruelties practifed by the blacks in
St. Domingo they have learned from their oppreffive mafters: -
« Hath not an African eyes? Hath not an African hands, or-
« gans, dimeafions, fenfes, paffions? Is he not fed with the
< fame food, hurt with the fame weapons, fubje&t to the fame
“ difeafes, healed by the fame means, warmed and cooled by
% the fame fummer and wmter as we are? If you prick him,
“« does he not bleed ? If you tickle him, does he not laugh ? lf
' you po:fon lnrn, does he ‘ot die? And if you wrong him,
¢ fhall

N
P 7



( 01 ) ;

- %¢ fhall he not revenge ! If he is like you in the reft, he will re
¢ femble you in that, Ifan African wrong a white man, whay

¢ js his humility ?--Revenge. Ifa white man'wrongan African,

¢ what {houid his fufferance be by our example ! Why, res

€ venge. Thhe cruelty you teach him, he will execute.--But:

¢« I fear it is not poffible to better the inflru@ioq.”

Mr. VAUGHAN in reply to Mr. Whitbread. Perhaps I may
ot have expreffed myfelf clearly, but I did not prefefs to fpeak
as a Planter or Merchant, but as a Member of Padiament,
and to give an independent opinion; even though, in forne
points, it may feem to make againft the Co!omﬁs, who
might not thank me 10w, but would hereafter.

S ——— N R st

Mr. MiLsang. With regard to the Abolition of the Slave
Trade, the policy of the meafure is as great as its juftice is
undeniable, Where flavery prevails, every operation that is
performed, is done in a rude and unworkmanlike manner, and
ne fubftitute for manyal labour, no artificial means of expediting
work, alleviating its trouble, and fhortening the time of finithing
ity is introduced or thought of, Where flavety exifts, ther¢
muft be oppreflion, and in my opinion the Planters are bound
to thank thofe who have warned them of the more than probable
dangers that muft one day enfue from the refentment of theig
Slaves, againft thofe whom they cannot but regard with ag
inimical eye, and confider 3s their tyrants. I thall thereforg
certamly vote for the Motion, i

D

Mr.Dunpas. When this queftion was agitated in the
Houfe laft year, I happened to be prevented by indifpofition
from giving any vote or public opinion upon it. My honour=
able friends, however, with whom I.may be fuppofed to have
the moft intercourfe, have very well known that I have long
entertained the fame opinion with them as to the Abolition of
the Slave Trade, though I haye differed from them as to the
mode of. effecting it.

1 have
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T have felt equally warm with themfelves in the purfuit of the
general obje&t, and I feel fo at the prefent moment; but I
muft confider how far it may be proper for me to give my affent
to the particular propofition which is made by my Honourable
Friend.

It is neceffary I fhould ftate the ground on which I make
this obfervation.

Such has been the manner in which the queftion has been
hitbierte argued by both parties; the one fide feems to me to
have gone fo much into the extreme, as well as the ether, that
¥ (not judging exatly as cither of them do) muft confider how
I am to thape my conduét.

- Onefet of Gentlemen, the Honourable Mover and his fup~
porters, have fpoken without referve, not only for the Abolition
of the Slave Trade, but for an immediate and abrupt Abo-
Jition ; thofe on the other fide have unequivocally argued for the
‘eontinuation of the African Slave Trade, as eflentially neceffary
¢o the Weft Indian Iflands ; they have fet no limits to the con-

~ tinuation of that trade, but laid it down as a propofition, that

3n order to maintain our commerce with the Weft Indies, the
3mportation of new Staves from Africa muft be continued for
euer.  Thefe are the two extremes into which the two parties
have put themfelves. Now, Sir, I agree with my Hoflourable
Friend, as to the material parts of his argument. I am of
epinion with him, that the African Trade is not founded in po-
licy; I am of opinion with him, that the continuation of it is
not effential to the prefervation and continuance of our trade

- _tith the Weft India Hands; 1 am of opinion that there is no

mortality in that quarter that is incurable, and that the human
race may not only be maintained, but increafed in the Weft
IndiaIflands, In all thefe greatlcading queftions I concur with
my Honourable Friend. It may thenbe afked, Do you not agree,
“then, to the Abolition of the Trade ? I anfwer, that neither do
1 differ in this opinion. But the point of difference is this; T
<annot help doubting as to the prudence or practicability of the
~mede of abolifhing it, propofed by my Honcurable Friend. If
-ever there was a heart purer than any other, if ever there wasa
man that ated upon the pureft motives thnt ever can aftuate
' human
4 I
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human nature, I believe I may juftly fay that nyy Honourable
Friend is that man; but ftill, with refpect to the profecution of
his obje&, and the manner which prudence would fuggeft with
a view to the praticability of it, he muft excufe my ftating.
that there is a fhade of difference between us. When he
talks of dire@® Abolition, I would fubmit to him whether he
does not run counter to the prejudices and habits of life of thofe
men who are moft deeply interefted in the quettion: I fay pre-
judices of meén interefled in the trade, it is true; but furely, Sir,
if i is poffible to effect the fame object without raifing any ex-
traordinary apprehenfions on theiz part with refpect to their great
and importaut interefts, it is more prudent to take that mode,
and fo to form the propofition, as to relieve their minds fram
the apprehenfion of injury. But farther, is my Honourable
Friend perfe@ly fure, that in his zeal for one great obje&t, he
does not run counter to another equally important, I meaa the
facred attention Parliament has ever thown to the interefts of
the public?

I believe, in cafes where men have embarked themfelves in
employments, which have been afterwards confidered to be
abufes, and which have been of an unlicenfed nature, it has ever
been the cuftom of Parliament, in the corre@ion of thofe abufes,
to treat the perfons with tendernefs and compaffion.

Whatever idea men may now have of the African Trade,
certain itis, that thofe who have embarked their capitals in the
cultivation of the Weft India Iflands, and lent their money upon
Weft India property, have done it not only under the fanion,
put the folemn invitation of Parliament ; undoubtedly Parliament
may think it right to, depart from any principle it has adopted
again and again, as it appears upon your Statute Books to have
often done ; it may be wifdom to do it; but fure I am, it is
your duty to recolle&, in carrying your plans into execution,
under what circumftances the property has been embarked, and
whether you have invited the men to inveft their money in thofe
1fland..

I mean not tourge an argument which has been reprobated
again and again in the courfe of this debate, that if we give up
this trade, other nations will not give it up ; our duty, I admit,
does not dcpend upon the condud of others. But there is another

T view
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view in which I may make an obfervation on this fubje. In
cafe other nations take up the trade, may they not defeat the
obje&t of my Honourable Friend? May not Britith fubjecs in
the Weft Indies be fupplied by veflels from Euftatius or fome
other neutral port? What is to prevent an Oftend or Dutch
merchant from carrying Slaves from Africa to the Weft India
Ifands? Gentlemen may make light of this argument, if they
pleafe; but I thall be glad to hear an anfwer to it. I ftate it
in this view, and on this ground only.

Itis my opinion, there is a poffibility of avoiding thefe ob-
jedtions, and at the fame time of not running dire@ly contrary
to the prejudices F have mentioned as exifting in the minds of
the Weft India merchants. Itisin the fhape of regulations
only that we can totally abolith the African Slave Trade; and
we fhall thus do it not lefs fpeedily, nay, even more fpeedily,
than in the manner which has been propofed.

I do not mean to fay, let the trade continue for ever. In
my main principle I am united with the Honourable Gentleman ;
but I repeat it, it is in the thape of regulations that I think you:
will procure the Abolition in the moft dire@ manrer.

R —

Mr. Fox. To what regulations do you refer ?

R

Mr. Dunpas:  To what regulations do I refer ? In the firft
place, to regulations the moft forcible and efficacious, in order
te the increafe and encouragement of the breed of native Ne-
groes in the Wefl Indies. Secondly, every fpecies of gemeral
regulation, with a view of putting an end to hereditary flavery,
and relieving the condition of the flaves. I allude alfo to regu-
lations for the education of children, for informing their minds,
and rearing them in the principles of religion and morality; a
point that muft greatly facilitate the total annihilation of the

- flavery of thefe children. Without fuch regulations as thefe,
the Abolition of the African Trade would fail, in my opinion,
of procuring the effe@s expected from it. }

To thofe who contend that the cultivation of the Hlands can-
sot be continued. without a cominuanc:_; of the Slave Trade, I

5 - beg
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ey lewe’ to fiys<Refled on the gradusl means T prepofe.

* “¥heir obje& is gradually and experimentally to prove the pradi=
<ability of the Abolition of the African Trade; and to provide
#he meens of -cultivationy to increafe the population, and ta
prove that all the alarms are ill founded. As to the arguments of
rhy l’-Ionourablé Ftiend; and the Gentlemen' oppofite, great as
their talenits are, they are only founded om theory. Let them
Prove their theory with-all the force of reafoning, and let their
fpeculations be ever fo fplendid, it is flill theory: and fpeculation
only; wheress, by the other method, you prove your point as
you go on, dnd yon reft thé unfnrendt upon theory, -byt on
expenence

* In mentioning tlwabolmon of heredntary ﬂavery in the Iflandsy
¥ do not mean that the fon of an African Slave fhould get
lis freedom by the death of the parent: but that being
born free, he fhould be educated at the expence of the per-
fon importing his parents, and-when arrived at fuch a degree
of ftrength as may qualify him to labour, he fhould work for
five or ten years, or whatever period it may be, for the pay-
ment of the expence of education and maintenance. It is im-
poflible to emancipdte the prefent Slaves at once; nor would
their immediate emancipation be of any immediate benefit to
themfelves; but this obfervation does not apply to any of theic
defcendants, if trained and educated in tbe manner I have
faggefted.

I - differ—1 hefitate much on the propofition of my
Honourable' Friend. My opinion has been always againft
the Slave Frade. I will not, therefore, vote againft his Mo-
fion, however'] may think proper to qualify it; but that will

' be matter for future confideration, If I give my affent to the
* Notion, " it is an affent that leads to nothing but a general pro-
‘pofition; the mode of carrying which into effe may be fettled
Béreafter. 1-do not adopt any one extreme in this queftion.
Permit'me now to afk the indulgence of the Houfe while I
addrefs myfelf: to thofe who have maintained the other extrema,
that it is abfolutely neceffary for the cultivation of “the Weft
India Iflands .to maintaid an importation of African Slaves as

ufual. I entreat and folemnly conjure them to give a ferious
o P con-
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confideration o that point. - I apprehend they canmot think L+
aflire too much when I fay, thatif both Slavery and the Slave:
Trade can be abolifhed with fafety to their property, it deeply
concerns their intereft that the cultivation of their Iflands thould
be by Freemen rather than by Slaves. :

This general propofition, I take it for granted, nobody,
will controvert. I need not illuftrate the propolfition ; look to.
the whole of the cvidence before you:on the flate: of thofe.
very Slaves. That they are ill ufed, I do not mean to lay to.
the chasge of the Weft India Planters; I dare fay fome, who.
are not poffefled of that general humanity which the reft of
mankind have, may treat the Slaves ill. The Honourable
Member who fpoke to-night informs us, that the Planters are
in general d¥pofed to pay much regard to their Slaves, and
this from confetence, as well'as froma princaple of intereft. - I
believe many refpe@able Owners in the Weft Indies take:
great care of their Negroes. But will fiot the fame principle
teach them how unfeeming the ' cultivation by Slaves is, if
it is poflible to be effe®ed by Freemen? And permit me to
fay, there would, in my opinion, be fome inconfiftency in the.
condut of Parliament, if they fhould take meafures for the
Abélition’ of. the Trade, without at the fame time taking this
under confideration alfo. Far be it from me—God forbid that
f thould limit the philanthropy of my Homourable Friends, or.
that I fhould entertain the fmalleft with to infult the degraded
thores of Africa. It-is fomething anomalous that we, who are
ourfelves free, thould casry on a Slave Trade with Africa; and
it is fomething anomalous alfo that we, whoenjoy the full bene~

v

fits of freedom, thould never think of introducing cultxvat:on .

in the Weft Indies by Freemen, and not by Slaves.
I will here appeal to thofe Gentlemen who know it oﬁcnaﬂy;
I appeal to all the Weft Indians themfelves, for the truth of
what I am going to ftate; I.appeal alfo to the Author of the
Hiftory of Jamaica, I mean Mr. Long, and I afk whether
there is any man who does not agree in the plam account given,
by that hiftorian, thet the great damger in the Weft Fudies
orifes In reality from the impertation of the African Slaves
inte
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$rito the Ifands? Mr. Long has mentioned it as 2 falt;
and he wrote long before this queftion wids in agitation, and
ot with any particular defire to abolifh the Aftican trade. He
diffin&ly flates, after referring his readers to the Hiftory of all
the Weft India Iflands, that all the infurreions arofe: from
the imported Africans, and not from the Negroes born in the
Yflands. If this is true, permit me to remind the Weft
Indians, how dire@ly this obfervation bears upon the prefent
‘queftion. But when we are alfo told by that author, that it
is a trade deftru@ive to the inhabitants of Africa, and that
it gives rife to robbery, ‘murder, and all kinds of abufes and
depredations on the coaft of Africa—has this alfo had any
anfwer? No—except indeed that it is faid, in defence of the
trade, that thofe Slaves who are imported by us are all men
condemned for crimes, and in confequence of the legal fentence
of the law. Then I afk the fame Gentlemen again, .Are not
the imported Africans, as Mr. Long alfo ftates, all thé con-
victs,; all the rogues; thieves, and vagabonds of Africa? I beg
to afk, whether the Weft Indians chufe to depend un frefa
fupplies of them for the cultivation of their lands, aad
the fecurity of their Iflands, when it is alfo found that every
infurre@ion has arifen from thofc very perfons. It is plain -
the fafety of the Weft India Iflands is concerned in this que{-
tion. There will be danger of freth fruggles fo leng as 2a
Abdlition of this trade s refufed. The Weft IndiaGentlemsn are
by thefe importations briaging upon the llands the engines
of their own deftruttion.

- 1 now. <all upon them to give a fmous confideration
to the -queftion, to. confider whether they will not a
more judicioufly, and for their own intereft, if they will con-
cur in the opinion of putting an.end to-this trade, .inftead of
flanding wp for the fyftem of perpetual importations. :

- What right, Sir, have they to fuppofe that the caalt of
Africa is for ever to remain in its prefent ftate: of barbarity ?
If once a Prince of an enlightened character {hould rife up in
that hemifphere, his firft a&t would be to make the means of
sarrying off all Slaves from thence impradicable. Is it then
for .the fake of fuch a precarious and temparary advaniage that :
~ ghe prefent fyftem is to be continued?

‘
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~“What -teaﬁmhave they to fuppo{e the light of Heayen w:ll
pever defcend upon that oonuncnt? From that momeng
thidre muyft be an end of dueprc&thfrmnTrade. “The firft
fyftem of improvement, the firft idea of bappinels that will
~ arife in that contineat, will bring | with it the- downfall of the -
African Slave Trade, andthis inamare cﬁ'e&ua} way than if dong
by any regulations of this country. Let this fuggeft to thena,y
that it is thejr own intereft to contrivea mode of fupplying lay
bour without trufting to the importation of Slaves from Africa,
They may reft aflured the trade will not continue. .

. T donotallude to the Petitionsinone way or the other. Perhaps
the quedtion does not acquire much additianal force from them,
Many of thefe may been have produced by anxious follicitations,
and emiffaries feat about ; and many of thofe who figned them
have not perhaps been very much verfed in the nature of the
queftion. They are defiroys of obtaining the Abolition ;
but -bave not refleted whether the Trade fhould be
dbolithed gradually er immediately. It is not upon the
Petitions that I am defirous. of founding any obfervatiens, bu¢
1 with fo obferve this, that the idea of the impolicy of the
African Blave Trade has Jong be¢n entertained by the moft,
enlightened underftandings of this country, -as well as the idea
that it is not founded in juftice. It is the fentiment of a greag
body of people that it is.not palitic, and qught not to exift,

It bas made a deep impreflion on the mipds of enlightened

men in this country, that this trade is abagxions to a thoufand
perils and dangers. If that is the cafe, is it a prudeat. thing
to reft on that trade for-the farther mprovmngnt and cultiva-
tion of their property? . I really fpeak with a view \to. thein
own intereft. I'have fo often feen imaginary apprehenfiong
entertained on fuch fubjeds, that } am: fatisfied in:a few
years we -fhall fee this queftion at reft, and: that the- Weft
India Proprictors themfelves will become of my opinion.
There was a fpecies of flavery prevailing only a few year®
go in fome boroughs in'Scotland. Every child that carried 3
coal from the pit, was the bound flave of that borough, and

their emancipation was thought by Parliament to be material,
and was very-much agitated in the Houfe. It was urged, that -

let
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let every.man’s genius be what it might, yet in thofe pits
{the work from its nature being carried on underground) it
was quite_an excepted cafe, and without this principle of
flavery the collieries could not ‘be warked; that the price of
coa]s would be raifed to a moft immoderate height, and all the
neighbouring manufaltories which depended on’ them would
effentially fuffer in their interefts. After feveral years ftruggle,
#he Bill was catried thiough both Houfes of Parliament. I
am old enough to remember the difpute ; within a year after,
the whole idea of the. colliezies being hust by the Abolition of
this fort of Slavery, vanithed in fmoke, and there was an end
of the bufinefs, I '
* An Honourable Gentleman has alfo told you, which i;
another argument to the fame point, that the regulation of the
Middle Paffage has had a flutary effe®. Now, Sir, the
prefent alarms are not more lively than thofe which were ex-.
prefled when that Bill took place. ‘Thé ruin of the Liverpool
and Briftol trade was foretold. Yet now one of the Repre.
Tentatives comes forward “and plainly tells you, * Our alarms
were illfounded, our apprchenfions were without ground, we
found fault with afl your ‘regulations, we afcribed every mif-
chief to them, whereas we find by expérience they have been at=
tended with every benefit.” 'Am I then afking too much whea
Y afk for a candid confideration of the real grounds of the pre-
fent apprehenfion? Perhaps the Weft Indians may find that the
beft thing they can do is to clofe in with'my propofition, and
that they will not a& moft wifely and pradently for themfelves,
in maintaining the continuance of the trade with Africa, as at
all times neceflary for the prefervation, improvement, and cul-
tivation of the Weft India Iflands. : ' ’
1 am far from flattering myfelf that any thing I have faid
‘gan at once totally eradicate prejudices that ‘are decply rooted,
and bring over men to a fet of altogether new ideas; but t
mean to propofe a moderate and a middle way of proceeding,
If therefore there is any great body in this Houfc, any re-
fpedtable number of perfons who are of opinion with me, that
this trade mutft be ultimately abolithed, but by moder ate meafures,
which fhall ot invade the property of individuals, nor fhock
- . T toQ
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teo fuddenly the preiudices of our Weft India Iflands ; ; T fay,
~ if there is any great body of men of this opinion, I wifh thern
1o conne&t themfelves togcther, and I will venture to fay, thae
Gentlemen of that moderate or middle way of thinking may
now reduce the queftion to its proper bounds, and maintain
the principle of abolithing the Slave Trade in confiftency

with their other principles. 1 o&er thefe few obfervations te

their confideration.

" Mr. ADDINGTON, Speaker—Sir, profeffing myfelf as I de
to be ane of thofe moderate men alluded to by the Honourable
Gentleman who fpoke lafl, and being of that moderate way of
thinking, which he approves; I cannot forbear giving way to
the impreflion made upon me, by his forcible manner of fating
the argument. L

In my mind no queftion ever came before this Hou&, wlnch
defcrvcd a more complete or ferious inveftigation. Deeply
confidering the great importance of its obje&, I feel, and I have
Jong felt, fuch 2 mode of treating it, as much to be defired, be-
caufe I have believed, that it would facilitate the attainment of that
great end, which Iam fure every one would wifh to be attained
with as little injury as paffible to private property. The fear of
doing afundamental injury to that extenfive property bas hitherto
prevented me from giving an opinion againft a fyftem, the
continuance of which, however, 1 ceuld not prev:ul en myfelf
to permit or countenance,

“The Slave Trade I abhor; but in the way the Abalition of it
was propofed by my Honourable Friend, in the laft year, I could
not bring myfelf to adapt it, becaufe I was perfuaded, that the
fpecific meafure he offered to the Houfe, would prove ineffec-
tual to the accomplithment of its purpofe: Nor, Sir, would 1
have it imagined, that 1 have taken up my averfion to this infa-
mous fyftem, mercly from the infpection of thofe volumes of
evidence on your table. No, Sir, it was upon thofe folid prin-
ciples fo eloquertly and forcibly ﬁated by the Honourable Gene
tleman who fgoke laft.

L S
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I remember, on its being once imputed to a noble and learned -
X ord, that has now been for fome years retired from the Bench,
when at an early period of his life he was employed againft the
Rebel Lords, that he had not ufed againft them language fuffi-
Cienty firong in proportion to their crime; he well anfwered,
that he pitied the loyalty of that man, who imagined that any
epithet could aggravate the crime of treafsn. And, Sir, 1 take
leave to fay, that I know no language which can add to the
Rorrors of the Slave Trade. It is equal to every purpofe of
crimination to affert, that thereby man is made [ubjec to the
defpotifm of man; that man is to be bought and fold. 1 have felt,
however, upon every occafion when this fubject bas been dif-
cuffed, that I had a vaft difficulty before me : on the one hand,
it is impoffible not to condemn the trade, and to recognize the
claims of juftice due to a whole continent on that fide, and to
that infinite multitude of perfons whom it renders miferable ;
but, on the other hand, there are alfo oppofing claims of juftice
on the part of the Weft Indians. There is a defcription of
perfons on that fide, who, in like manner, have a ftrong claim
shat julice in their cafe thould be attended to.

Many Gentlemen have adverted to the effes of abolithing
the trade in part only, this being the whole confequence of its
dereli®ion bythis country. I own I thould be difpofed to con-
fider this point very much as it has been confidered by my Right
Honourable Friend. The queftion is not fo much, whetherit
would be carried on by this or that foreign country,” but whether
we fhould continue it under circumftances fo very offenfive as
the prefent, But if no importation whatever is to take place, it
has always appeared to me, that under the prefent circum-
ftances of the Weft India Iflands, an utter impoffibility muft’

~ prefent itfelf of maintaining the prefent ftock : I mean that the
number now in the iflands is not fufficient for that purpofe.

After the very able manner in which the whole of this ex-
tenfive queftion has been argued to-night, I will not tread over
the ground again; but it will be neceffary for me to obferve on
fome particular parts. It was forcibly.argued, by my Honour-
able Friend whoopened the Debate, that according to the difpro-
Pomon of fexes which really bas appea:ed the fupply of the Ne-

groes
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groes int future muft be COntmuany increafing, and'thatin a veryr
féw years all the difficulties will be entirely furmounted: I thinke
that what he faid, if conclufive with refpect to Jamaica, did not
apply to thé circumftances of the other iflands. Nor, Sir,
does it appear to me, that the circumftance ftated: by my Ho—
nourable Friend is to be depended upon for furnifhing fo cer—
tain andieffeual an increafe of population, as a plan for pro—
viding the xﬂands with a fuﬁcxent additional nun‘nbcr of fe-
males.

There is now a total difregard among the Negr’oes to all
religion and morality ; and a mode of proceeding is therefore
extremely neceflary, which may tend to correét their morals by
regulating their domeftic life: and’ this, Sir, in time, would
infallibly decreafe the anxiety and fears of thofe under whofe
prote&ion they are, and unite all more clofely as members of
the fame fociety, But, circumftanced as they now are, they
cannot rely upon them; and therefore'fome farther importa-
tion appears to me neceffary, not only for their future fupply,
but alfo for their fafety and comfort.

~ Lown that, having ferioufly in my own mind revolved thefe
confiderations, I almoft defpaired of finding any Gentleman of
fufficient weight in this Houfe, and with the authority of an
official fituation, who would take upon himfelf the tafk of di-
gefting and bringing forward a plan equal to the accomplith-
- ment of the great end propofed, the combination of true and
rational humanity, with that fubﬁ:antnal juftice which is due to
all the parties concerned.
. The mode fuggefted by the Right Honourable Gentleman
appears to me incapable of being altered to any confiderable
advantage, except indeed that my mind does not yet go to
the point of granting liberty to the children born on the iffands :-
and I fhould imagine that the trade might be permitted to exift
for a few years longer, poffibly eight, ten, or twelve, under
fuch arrangements as fhould fatisfy the minds even of thofe
who contend for an immediate Abolition, by framing fuch re-
gulations as fhould introduce a kind of management among the
Negroes in the Weft Indies, favourable to their interefts and
fecunty, and of courfe to their future happinefs.
One

-
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One fpecies of regulation which I fhould propofe will
operate as a fountain of* perpetual increafe to their numbers ;
I mean a greater encouragement to the importation of fe-
males than males, by means of a bounty on the former or by
fubje&ing the latter to a heavier duty, which would a& as a
fpecies of bounty till the natural equality of numbers fhall be
found to be reftored.

As another mode of increafing population, fomething
might be done in the way of giving land or money to thofe
who thould raife a certain number of children, and premiums
to thofe who thould find means of alleviating negro labour by
machines for hufbandry, or the fubftitution of cattle.

I never remember to have heard any fcheme propofed
before, analagous to this, which my Honourable Friend has
now brought forward : and as, notwithftanding the intimate
and unreferved communication which I have the pleafure to
enjoy with him, it has never happened that this fubject has
been a topick of converfation between us ; I muft therefore
be ignorant of the extent of his ideas relating to it : ‘yet Iam
perfuaded he would not have offered his obfervations to the
Houfe without intending very fpeedily to fubmit to confidera-
tion fome fpecific meafure of fubftantial reform, and ultimate
abolition, grounded on the plan which he has mentioned ;
in which I thould concur as thinking it likely to be attended
with great advantages. At the fame time I camnot but
recolle& on what ground this queftion has been argued by my
Honourable Friend who moved it. I certainly have invari-
ably wifhed the accomplifhment of the fame object with him,
though I cannot but hope that his-mode will not be adopted :
I mean that of an immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade, as
it is called ; though'it certainly does not deferve that name.
It is not a trade, and ought not to be continued. I am fatis-
fied that in a very fhort period of years it will ceafe to be the
reproach of this nation, and the torment of Africa. Wife
and well digefted regulations, by which it would very foon be
utterly deftroyed, would not only be produllive of great
benefit to-this country, but would indifputably be peculiarly -
2 blefling to the Weft India Iflands. And I am .confident

Q, that
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that they arc as anxious as we can be to obtain this object 5

provided it can be obtained without any material injury to
their eflential interefts.

I have now, Sir, very little more, with which to trouble
the Houfe. Had it not been, indeed, for the circumftance of
my Honourable Friend, who fpoke laft, bringing forward a
propofition fo perfeétly coinciding with my own fentiments,
and which ftruck fo forcibly on my mind, I fhould not, perhaps,
have thought it neceflary to have delivered my opinion in
this debate.

As to my other Honourable Friend who introduced this
bufinefs; I hope he will not regard any obfervations I have
made, or what I am about to fay, as meant perfonally to him-
felf.  But as he has fully explained his intention to be imme-
diate abolition, though his motion does not abfolutely ex-
prefs it, T cannot but think that it would have been dealing
. more fairly with the Committee to have inferted that idea in
explicit terms. Being aware of his intention I cannot allow
myfelf to fupport his motion: but I confole myfelf with the
hope, that a meafure will very fpeedily be brought forward
which I fhall be able moft cordially to fupport and approve.

The Right Honourable WirrLiam WinNbHAM rofe, but
fat down again, perceiving Mr. Fox had alfo rifen.

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE CHARLES JAMES FOX.——
Although, Sir, what has been lately faid by one Right Ho-
nourable Gentleman, muft carry with it more weight than
any thing I can offer on this fubjet, I do confefs that while
I was attending to him, I felt infinite uneafinefs inftead of any
fatisfaQtion : and I cannot help rifing to exprefs, that [ have
never heard a more fevere or more efficacious refiftance made
to the Honourable Gentleman’s motion. I do not mean to infi-
nuate that the Gentlemen who fo fpoke were not ferious—but
fomething fo much more mifchievous has been faid, and fome-
thing fo much more like a foundation has been laid for pre-

ferving,
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ferving, not only for years to come, but for aught I know,
Jor every that deteftable traffic, that I cannot excufe
myfelf from ftacing with the utmoft plainnefs the
grounds upon which I a& in this moft important concern.
I muft with all the zeal and force of which I am mafter, de-
precate all fuch deceptions and dclufions upon the country.
They may not be intentionally fo: but T muft call every
thing decéption and delufion, which may prevent the Com-
mittee from feeing the bufine(s in its true light—IFrom feeing
what alone is and mult be the quettion,—/#hcther this exe-

crable Slave Trade, is fit to be continuedy or muft be abolifbed ?
The Honourable Gentlemen, call themfelves moderate men;
but ubon this fubje@, I confefs, I neither feel, nor defire ta
“feel, any thing like the fentiment of moderation —Sir, to talk
of moderation, upon this matter, reminds me of a paffage in
Middleton’s Life of Cicero— there is one part defective, -
namely, the tranflation, but it is equally applicable to my pre-
fent purpofe ; he fays, ¢ To enter a man’s houfe and kill
him, his wife, and family, in the night, is certainly a moft
heinous crime, and deferving of death. But to break open his
houfe, to murder him, his wife, and all his children, in the night,

may ftill be very right; provided it is dosze with maderation.”

This is abfurd, I think, it will be faid; and yet Sir, it is not
fo abfurd as to fay the Slave Trade may be carried on with
moderation ; for if you cannot break into a fingle houfe, if you
cannot rob and murder a fingle man, with moderation ; with
what moderation can you break up a wholz country ? can you
pillage and deftroy a whole nation? Which, if it had fenfe and
fpirit to refift a publick injury, you could not—you would not
dare, to do. Indeed—indeed Sir, in an affair of this nature, I do
not profefs moderation! Sir, I never could think of this aboli-
tion,but as a queftion of fimple juftice. Itis only, Whether we
fhould authorize by law, refpecting Africa, the commiffion
of crimes, for which, in this country, we fhould incur the
fevereft penalties of the law; and even forfeit our lives in the
mof} ignominious form. Notwithftanding which, the two
'Honoixrable Gentlemen think it a queflion to be treated with
Q2 moderation,

Al




( 116 )

moderation, pleading that moderation in arranging this rob—
bery and murder, may be very proper.and ufeful,

Bad as every propofition of this kind is, I fhould ftjll
have liked the prefent one better, if it had gone to any thing
fpecifick—The laft Right Honourable Gentleman, fays the
Slave Trade is a queftion, “ he cannot contemplate without
horror;” and yet he will not give a vote for its immediate
deftruction. The other Gentleman fays,  He will not vote
for its continuance ;”” but he is not entirely againft it. Where
is the proof they will ever vote for the abolition of it? May
they not fay the fame thing, whenever you come to declare
the time when that event is to take place? If they have any
arguments to produce for it, provided any arguments can be
urged in favour of murder and robbery, let them be brought
forward; let them fhew that that is law which exifts in fa& in
the breach of every law ; and let them then explain to us how
fuch enormities can by any manceuvres be rendered fit and
proper for the Houfe to continue, for a few years, or even for
~ a few days longer.

I will fuppofe, if you pleafe, that the Weft India Iflands
are likely to want Slaves, on account of the difproportion of .
the fexes. How is this to be cured? A Right Honourable
Gentleman propofes a bounty on an importation of females—
or in other words, he propofes to make up this deficiency, by
offering a premium to any crew of unprincipled and favage
ruffians, who will attack and carry off any of the females of
Africal—a bounty from the Parliament of Britain that fhall
make the fortune of any man, or fet of men, who fhall kidnap
or fteal any unfortunate females from that continent ! who thall
bring them over as flaves, in order that they may be ufed for
breeding flaves !—who fhall kill their hufbands, fathers, or re<
lations, or fhall inftizate any others to kill them, in order that
thefe females may be procured !—1I fhould like to fee the Right
Honourable Gentleman &ring up fuch a claufe—I fhould like
to fee how his claufe would be worded—I could like to know

who would be the man who would dare to pen fuch a claufe,
I’ Sil',
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1, Sir, for my part, complain throughout of the whole fyftem
on which this trade is founded; and I wifh to expofe the
conduéof thofe who take credit to themfelves by treating this
" fubjec as a moderate bufinefs. One Honourable Gentleman,

the only perfon, I think, who has afted with fairnefs on that -
fide of the queftion, declares that he refifts us in our whole

attempt, and fays, the trade ought to go on for ever, and

ought not to be abolithed. In truth, Sir, I think that all thofe

members who have fpoken the moft dire¢tly againt the abo~

lition, have made as much conceflion to us, in fubftance,

though not perhaps in words, as thefe Honourable Gentle-

men, who are for Gradual Abolition.

If we are to be fatisfied with affertions, we ought to re-
member, that on laft year’s defeat, it was held out that fome
meafure would be fpeedily fubmitted to the confideration of
the Houfe——a whole twelvemonth, however, has pafled, and
no ftep has been taken. Gentlemen now come and declare,
they are for abolithing the Slave Trade gradually—but I
much fear, if it had not been for our renewal of the queftion,
all thofe gradual meafures, would not even have been named,
and the Slave Trade would have been now quite undifturbed.
For though fo many Gentlemen feem to fay, that adequate
means ought to be ufed to bring about fo defirable an end,
they really hold out no means to this Houfe, for carrying this
end into execution. And when fo large a part of this feflion
has pafled without our having heard of any intention of pro-
pofing thofe plans of moderation, what can I fay? What
opinion can I entertain, but that thofe ideas of regulation
are only fit for the purpofe of totally defeating the propofi-
tion of my Honourable Friend,

QOne Honourable Gentleman declares it to be his intention
gradually to abolith the Slave Trade, by meliorating the ftate
of the negroes in the Iflands, and thereby rendering it unne-
ceffary. But the Honourable mover of the bufinefs, - fays,
with far more wifdom and pra&icability, « I will gradually

" produce the Abolition of Slavery, by immediately abolithing
the Slave Trade—and I will never ceafe from profecuting my

plan
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plan till the obje& fhall be accomplifhed.”—What fays the
other Honourable Gentleman? Does it appear probable, from
the zcal and fervency he has hitherto fhewn, that he will pro-
fecute this fcheme of Weft India reformation till there fhall
be ultimately an Abolition of the Slave Trade? He fays, < I
will not adopt this meafure, becaufe it feems an invafion upon
property.” But furely we may prohibit our fubjects from com-
mitting crimes, without our being thereby chargeable with
taking away the property of the Weft Indians: which Ilaft
indeed is not oar plan, but that of the Riyht Honourable
Gentleman himfelf, who is not contented with taking the
property, or rather the perfons, of the Africans ; but alfo pro-
pofes to take from the Weft Indians the flaves which are al-
ready theirs ; and all this to thew his tendernefs for property!
His propofed mode too, by which this abolition of flavery
there is to be accomplithed, is not a little curious. Firft of
all, the children are to be born free; then to be educated
at the expence of thofe to whom the father belongs.—
The race of future freemen, he fays, thall not be without
cducation, like the prefent miferable flaves. But then it oc-
curred to the Right Honourable Gentleman, that they could
not be educated for nothing: in order, therefore, to repay
this expence, fays he, when educated, they fhall be flaves for
ten or fifteen years; and fo we will get over that difficulty.
They are to have the education of a freeman, in order to
qualify them for being free: and after they have been fo edu-
cated, then they fhall go and be flaves.—But as this free edu-
cation may poflibly unfit them for fubmitting to flavery;
fo after they have been compelled to bow under the yoke
of fervitude for this term of ten or fifteen years, they may then,
perhaps, be equally unfit to become free, and theiefore may
remain flaves, for a great number of years longer, or even for
life. , :
Now, what can be more vifionary than fuch a mode of
education for the purpofe of emancipation? — If any one
- fcheme can be imagined more abfurd than another, I think

it is the one now propofed,
The
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The Honourable Gentleman that introduced this motion,
very properly fays, ¢ as this praZtice, which by a ftrange per-
verfion of words is called the Slave Trad, ought indifputably
to be confidered as a moft enormous crime, rather than a
commerce ; it is our duty to prohibit and punifh the perpe-
tration of it, even though it fhould not be in our power ef-
feCtually to annihilate it.”—No, fays the Right Honourable
Gentleman, for though I do not argue, as others have done
that becaufe the French, Spaniards, and Dutch will do it,
that we are thereby juftified in taking our thare; yet as our
colorties will get flaves by the means of thefe other nations
if we abandon it, therefore we had better ourfelves afford
them the fupply.

Now Sir, I, on the contrary, have no difficulty in faying,
in the firft place, that if they are to be fupplied, I wifh it to
be by the French, Spaniards, and Dutch, or any other nation
under Heaven, rather than by ourfelves. But, again, does
he think that we have no external power, no authority to pre- |
vent the importation of Slaves, when he allsws us an internal
authority; an authority with refpect to the education of chil-
dren, the emancipation of Slaves, and the Lord knows what ?.
- Sir, the Houfe begins to fee that this trade is not confiftent
with juftice, and they feel themfelves unhappy at that fight.
An honourable Gentleman who fpoke early in the debate,
écknowledged that rfuany enormities were pratifed in it and °
were to be found in the evidence on your table; but, fays he,
would it be fair to take the charalter of this country, from
the records of the Old Bailey?—I do not at all wonder, Sir,

that when this fubject was mentioned, the Old Bailey natu-
rally occurred to his recolleftion: the fats which are de-
fcribed, are aflociated in all our minds with the ideas of cri-
minal juffice; but the Honourable Gentleman forgot the ef-
fential difference between the two cafes. When,we learn from
the Old Bailey Records that crimes have been commxtted in
this country, we learn at the fame moment that they are
punifhed with tran/j)artatwn and death—when we hear of thefe
crimes committed in the Slave Trade, we find them paﬂ'ed ‘
over
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over with impunity—nay, we even fee them rewarded, and the
perpetrators going out again under the fame mafters to com-
mit more.

There has been an accufation again{t the Committee which
fat in the Old Jewry, for having diftributed copies of the
evidence ; I had the honour of being one of that Committee,
though perhaps from other avocations, not a very conftant
attendant ; my advice was to diftribute them as largely as
could be done : for I do heartily wifb, that there fkould not be a
wman in this nation who can ready but fhould fee the cvidence be-
#ore the Houfe. 1 am fure Sir, it would produce on the coun-
try that effect, which I truft it will ultimately upon the Houfe
of Commons, and enfurean immediate Abolition.

In difparagement of fome of thofe who had given their tef-
timony, it is objeGed to them by one Honourable Gentleman,
that they were, many of them, poor pesple. Why Sir if they have
poverty, they may have veracity.—I do not know but thefe two
things may go together. The Honourable Gentleman, however,
took fpecial care to inform us, that his veracity was not to be
objefted to, on that fcore ; and I believe it is mot, but if his

circumftances had been like theirs, I dare fay he would have
deemed his own evidence, as credible, and as fit to be re-
ceived.—~Then he brought againft them the evidence of Lord
Rodney, Lord Macartney, Admiral Edwards, Admiral Ar-
buthnot, &c. &c. &c. whofe charalters as commanders
T revere. But have they faid any thing about the Sfave Trrade ?
Have they even told you that they have ever feen the coaft of
Africa? Do they know any thing of the Slave Trade, except
from the fame fource, which every Gentleman in this Houfe -
has it in his power to refort to—the Evidence upon our
table ? They have fpoken of nothing but of the #7zf Indies.
I am not aware they have had any intelligence from Africa
upon the fubject; and I afk would it not then be thought a
thuffling trick of a counfel, if he were to take the teftimony
of thofe men becaufe they are Lords or great people, to the
difparagement of the evidence of poorer perfons ! when the
teftimony

™
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teftimony of thefe laft is direclly to the point in queftion, and
that of the great Lords is on a fubje& altogether feparate and

-d, ﬁmﬂ. Befides all that thefe great men have faid, is at beft
negative; and every thing which has been.advanced by -the
others is pofitive and remains uricorntradicted.

As to the mode of procuring Slaves; even tlie hOnourable
G entlerhan near me (Col. Tharlton) has not ventured to fay

that it has any thing like fairnefsinit. I think the leaft dif-
reputable way of accounting for the fupply of Slaves; is to.
reprefent them as having been convicted of crimes; by legal au-
thority. Now, Sir, if the number of them proves on inquiry,
to be fuch that it is impoffible to believe they have been all
guilty even of any crime whatever, much lefs of crimes defeving
fo great a punithment as perpetual Slavery, this pretence finks
into nothing, and the very urging it, only difgraces thofe who
can fatisfy themfelves with defending a pra&ice fo execrable;
on grounds fo futiley and by a fuppofition fo abfurd. What_
does the Houfe think is the whole number, of -thefe convifls

exported annually from Africa ?—<E1GHTY THQUSAND. But
I will grant, if you will, that it is Britam alone that takesall

her conviils, and that the 'Slavcs'take,n by other nations are

not convills, but are carried off by fhameful fraud and vi-

olence. Britain alone, I will fuppole; is fo fcrupulous, ds td

receive none that have not legally forfeited their liberty, leav-

ing all the fraud of the Slave Trade to other countries. Bri-:
tain, even on this fuppofition; takes off no lefs than THIRTY

©R FORTY THOUSAND annually of African Convicls ! Now,

Sir, is it credible—is it pofible for us to perfuade ourfelves,

shat even this number can have been legally convicted of
crimes, for which they have jultly forfeited thieir hherty? The

fuppofition is ridiculous.

But rven allowing all thefe miéh to have been condemned to
ﬁqvgxy by due legal procefs, and according to the ftriGteft
principles of juftice ; furely Bir, in this view; it is rather con-
défsending in this country, and rather new alfo for us, 'to fake on
ourfelves the tafk of tranfporting the convi&s of other parts of ithe
world; much more of thofe whom we call barbarous ! Suppofe
now, the court of France or Spain were to intimate a with

R that
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that we thould petform this office for their ctiminals—I be-*
lieve we fhould hardly find terms that could be ftrong enough -
to exprefs our fenfe of the infult~—But for Africa—for its petty
fatese—for its loweft and moft miferable criminals, we accept
the office with fatisfaltion and eagernefs ! :

Now, Sir, a word or two as to the fpecific crimes for which

" the Africans are fold as criminalse~Hitchcraft in particular is
one.—Of this we entertain fo facred a horror, that there being:-
na objodls to be found at home, we make, asif it were, a crufade
to Africa, tofhew our indignation at the fin'!—As to Adultery,
to be fure, this does not ftand exa@ly on the fame ground.

Adulterers are to be- met with in this country—-but then
this trime is, I fuppofe, /o commen here, that we know not
whom to fingle out for punifhment from among the number.
Determined, however, to fhew our indignation of this- crime
alfo, we fend to Africa to punith it. We there prove our an-
ger at it to be not a little fevere-—and, left Adulterers fhould'
any where in the world efcape punithment, we degrade our~
felves, even in Africa, to be their executioners.

Thus, Sir, we fend to Africa to punith witcheraft, becaufe
there ate no witches to be found herey and we fend to the fame
country to punith Adultery, becaufe the Adulterers here are
#00 many to incur punifhment.

Let the Houfe remember too that what I have here ftated ts,
even by their own account, the very beff ftate of the cafe which
the advocates for the Sldve Trade have pretended to fet up.

But let us now fee, how far fac?s will bear them out even int
thefe miferable pretexts. In one- part of the evidence, we
Hinda well known Blatk T'rader brings a girl to a Slave fhip
to be fold—The Captain buys her.~~Some perfons come o
board afterwards and find out who fhe is=They learn who the
trader is that fold the poor girl—and they go and catch bim;
bring him to the famé fhip and fell bim for a Slave.~~What
fays the Black Trader to the Captain? “ Do yon buy me
grand trader?” ¢ Yes fays the Captain, Iwill buy you or auyp
ohe elfe—If they will fell you, I’ll buy you® Now, Sif}

- therg
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there is great reafon for dwelling on this ftory ; certainly at
the firft view, it appears to be an inftance of the moft bare-
faced villainy, and of nothing elfe. But if we examine well
into the fubje®®, we fhall fee that what happened in this cafe
is, and ever muft be, the common and ordinary condu&, that
refults from the very nature and circumftances of the trade
itfelf. How could this Captain decide? What means had he-
even of inquiring who was the real owner of this girl ? Whe-
ther of the grand trader or not; or who was the owner of the
grandtrader? The Captain faid when they fold the trader, the
famae thing which he faid when the trader fold the girl, and
the fame thing too, which he always had fpid, and always
muf fay, and which all Slave Captains muft fay—namely—
¢ T cannot know who has 2 right to fell you—it is po affair of
wmine—-If they’ll fell you, I'll buy you~1I cannot enter intp
thefe controverfies.—~If any man affers me a Slave, my rule
is to buy him, andatk na queftions.” That the trade is in
fact carried on in this manner, is indifputable 5 and that wars
are made in Africa, falely for the purpafe of fupplying the
European Slave Trade, is equally fo. Is there any man that denies
#t? 1 do not believe a fingle Gentleman in this committee will now
dare to controvert Jo well efablifbed a fas?; and it is for this reafon,
1 fhall not mifpend your time in adducing additional proof. -
I will now enter into fame particulars relative to what
happened in the river Camaraon, already ftated to you
by th¢ Honourable Gentleman. This affair came aug
upon an adion tried before the Court of Common Pleas,
on the firft of March laft, before Lord ‘Loughboreugh,
d¢ was brought by ene M’Dowal againft Gregfon and Co.
for wages due to the Plaintiff. The falts were dire@lly ia
iffue, fo that by this ftrange concurrence of events, you have
what you could hardly have expected :—~You have a judieia]
praef of the whole tranfaltions ; containing among others, the
following important circumftances: A Chicftain, of the
name of Quarmo, who meant to execute his revenge upon
the Slave Captain for the favage violence which the Captain
had befote committed, goes te him, and fays, “ I want to
. R 2 go
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go up the country to make tnde, if ‘you will help'me bye
giving me fome arms and gunpowder.” The propofal is at once
agreed to. Now, er, as the ‘Chief meant deceive the
Captam, when he afked for thefe arms and gunpowder, we
may be very fure he would ufe juft that fort of art, which
would be moft /ikely to deceive him—he would' not -make a
propofition of any cxtraordinary kind, that might alarm the
Captéln s fufpicions—the reafon he would pretend would ba
the: moft ufual, and common, and’ natural he could think of,
His plea, therefore,. of borrowing arms to meke trada, (aliag
dbar, for trade,) was the natural plea,-and for this resfon it
facceeded. It was fo ufual, fo much theevery day’s pra&mq,
that - the “Slave Captain immediately. confented as it werq
through babit to the requeft, whith he’ tells you himfelf; hd
had - often - g‘g‘anted before; and through the fuccefs of thig
fraud, his deftru@ion was accomplithed. In fhort, Sir,
1 again and again call on any man to fhew me, how this
trade can be carried on, but by fuch means, that if a man
were to practile the fame in this coqntry, he would Juﬂ:ly bg
;um/bed with death. -

But, S|r, we are accufed of enthufiafm. Are we then fana«
tics? are we enthufiafts, becaufe we cry, Do not rob Abftain
from murder ? I have ever confidered 'this bufinefs as'a moft
un)uf’c and horrible’ perfecution of our fellow creatures. - But
T'am told I muft be under fome impreffion of enthufiafm. If
by that exprefﬁon be meant zeal'and warmth; I freely ac-

’ knowlcdge it; I glory in'it. Enthufiafm, when it arifes out

of a 3uﬁ caufc, is that which makes men' a& in |t with energy.
Tt is that without 'which nothing great was ever done fince
the creation of 'the world. Enthuﬁafm of this fort I hope
thcrefore I fhall always poﬁ'e['c, 1t was what in this cafe we
pride ourfelves i in, we glory in it. And, Sir, this being as
1 have faid, a caufa of juftice, it is one in which I cannot
admit of any compromife ; for there can be no compromife
between Juftice and In_;uﬁxce '

‘" An Honourable Mernber has faid it would haye been.fairer ~

in the Gentleman who moved the quefhon, if he had exprefled
m
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~in-thé. terms of it the full extent of his own meaning,
- 'Fhough the words of the motion do not fay immediate Abos
- lition, he did I think moft clearly and openly declare bis in-
tention was immediately to abolifh ; and to the motion itfelf
there is no fair objetion on this ground. He has drawn the
motion, agreeably to the forms of the Houfe, and with per-
fe&t good fenfe, in my opinion. He fays, “ When ‘I bring
in my bill, I mean to let it be open to amendment ;”’ it is
however reafonable for us to expe&, that the Honourable
Gentleman will himfelf with to have the blanks filled up in
the manner that is moft correfpondent to the feelings of his
©wn mind upon the fubject.

‘What then is the precife queftion now before the Com-
mittee for their confideration ? The queltion before you, Sir,
is only “ whether this Houfe is ready now to fay, that the Slave
T rade fhall be abolithed, and this at any time.”” Some Gentle~
men may be for-its being abolithed- in fix years, fome may
be for its being abolithed in twelve; fome in fix months; but
al} who are for the Abalition a¢ all, ought indifputably to vote
for this motion. - When we come into the Committee on this
bill, any Honourable Gentleman may then move a fhort
period. {1 (ay:it ought to be abolithed immediately. Others
woay think it ought to be two, three, fix, ten, or twenty
years.! "I own [ think they might as well propofe a thoufand.
But by this-motion as it now ftands, they will have an op-
portunity of naming what- term they pleafe, and they ought
therefore to yote now with us, if they mean to abolifh at all.

But mark the condu&t of the Right Honourable Gentle-
men.—Notwithftanding they declare themfelves friends to
the Abolition, they will, by the condué they feem now about -
to.follow, give additional weight and ftrength to that majority
which decided againft the Abolition laft year. By the courfe
which I propofe they would put an end to that majority.
I was in hopes they would have done fomething, though it
thould be ever fo finall, towards forwarding the object : but
thefe hopes entirely fail me, ’

- o ' 1 have
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. T have been both forry and afhamed to hear a Right Ho—
mourable Member of fo much weight and authority as the
Gentleman [ allude to, profefs to us, that, « he had never
yet delivered any opinion on fo important a fubject as this'is . >
Surely, Sir, when the chair of the Committee was filled by
an Honourable Baronet, who fo properly and worthily nows
£ills it, and when that Right Honourable Member was therebyr
Jeft at liberty to fpeak and vote upon the queftion, the Com—
mittee had fome right to expet the benefit of his.judgment
and abilities ; and I think the Right Honourable Gentleman
himfelf muft have felt humiliated, at having to go ufelefsly
aut of the Houtfe, or to run behind the Chair, without giving
auy opinion or afliftance whatever in the decifion of 2 queftion
of fuch magnitude; a- queftion alfo in which the plainefk
principles of juftice, and the deareft rights of \wmamty are
{o involved,

Another Right Honourablc Gentleman has faid, ¢ ina little
time we fhall find that this trade will be abolifhed.” ] belteve
fo too. The criminality of it is more feen, and this will
abolifh it, .Petitions have been prefented to this Houfe
which cannot be refifted ; and the public (who have been
enlightened by the evidence and the publications of the fociety
#a the Old Jewry) have fhewn a folicitude and zeal.on this
fubjedt, which cannat fail of aceamplithing their ebjed®.

Sir, I have been long enough in Parliament to have feen
petitions on a variety of occafions prefented to this Houfe,
apd 1 do not know upon what principle you can {peak flight+
ingly of them, as one Honourable Gentleman has dene, un-
lefs. you can bring actual evidence of improper practices:
unlefs. 'you can prove for inftance, that fome names have been
forged, or fome fraudulent means ufed to obtain fignatures.

The Honourable Gentleman fays he has two letters te
fhew that to fome of thefe there are falfe names. How does
he know the letters themfelves are not falfe ? How does he
know the fignature to that letter, which purperts to be
written by a fchool-boy at Chefter, is not as fi&titious as he
ftates the petitions to be ? If he can prove it was not the

petition
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petition of thofe whofe names are figned to it, let it be proved.’
Bute, Sir, it is perfe@ly ridiculous to fuppofe that fuch a
number of petitions from all parts of the kingdom could have
been fabricated. If they were, why then have we not as
many fabricated for the prefervation of the trade, as' for the
abolition? « So we might,” fays the Honourable Gentleman,
¢ but the people on sur fide of the queftion could not conde~
Jeend to ufe fuch means.”” If any Slave Traders, or Captains
of flave fhips, could any where have been found capable of
degrading themfelves fo far as to fign falfe names to petitions,
or to afk others to fign them on falfe reprefentations, we
might in this way of reafoning have had our table equally
Ixeaped with petitions on their fide of the queftion. Ny, Siry
the reafon why we have none of their petitions, is, that the de-
te&ion would have been eafy ; and it muft be equally eafy if the
petitions are mere forgeries on our fide of the queftion : and if
the Honourable Gentleman really can find, among all the Slave
Captains whom he knows, none who are equal to fuch pratices
as thefe, 1 give him joy on his conne&ions, for he muft be
conneted with very confcientious Guinea Captains indeed !

It has been urged that we have no occafion to adopt
thefe violent meafutes in order to put an end to the Slave
Trade, for it will foon come to a natural period by the
gradual civillzation of Africa. Sir, it is impoflible ; as
long as this accurfed trade exifts there can be no civilization ;
fcarcely a ftep towards it ; while we continue thus to excite
tnen to war and every fpecies of villainy, can there be any
civilization in a country, or any thing that can tend to make
Tts inhabitants happy ¢ Here is the very refinement of our
cruelty. We create every kind and degree of immorality 3
we ourfelves render the people favages, and then we fay,
& thofe men are fo favage, that it is bettering their condition
® to tranfport them as flaves to the Weft Indies.”

We have heard the miferable heart-rending tale of thofe
horrid feeres which have paffed in St. Domingo : doubtles
the revolted negroes have there committed devaftations and
mn:ders, of which the very relation iakes a man'fhudder

with
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with horror. - But where did thefe Blacks lears this cruebty ?.
Who infiruéled them to be brutal and ferocious ? They have
learnt it, Sir, from civilized Europeans, and they have learnt
it in the Weft Indies: they gained their inftruGtion from thofe
who had tyrannized over them, and from their own mafters ;
the oppreflion prattifed on themfelves was in their remem-
brance, and we may affure ourfelves this has caufed them to
" wreak their vengeance with fuch fury. Can any man with
our Iflands to be in a like fituation 2 would you expofe them
to fimilar fituations ! or would you take the means of pre-
venting it ? Stop the farther importation of flaves,—do not
add to the number of thofe flaves in particular by whom thefe.
outrages- have been chiefly committed. Even Mr. Long’s:
hiftory of Jamaica points out the proba.ble benefits of fuch a,
prohibition. Nor does the good effe of the meafure of
Abolition, even upon our Iflands, end here. Befides leflen-,
ing moft materially the danger of infurre&ions like that of
St. Domingo, it will lead te a melioration of the condition
of the prefent flaves there, by eafy and obvious means; to
mild and gentle treatment from their mafters, which fo far
from diminithing, will rather increafe their real power and
_authority. ‘When this happy change of fyftem fhall have
arrived, you will be able to depend on the Creole Blacks for
the defence of their country, as much as on -the thtcs
themfelves,

. But it 1s faid, ¢« Why are we to be fo very attentive to thg
mhabxtams of Africa; and yet not enter into the queftion of
regulating the prefent fyftem of flavery in the Weft. Indies.
Why are we to be fo tender of the African Blacks, and yer
ha\e no tendernefs for thofe in our own iflands?” Sir, I deny
that I afk for any tendernefs to the -people of Afnca. I
only fay, do not rob and murder them to gratify your avarice,
Is this afking for tendernefs ? And as to the flaves in the
Weft Indies, I do feel every thing for them. 1 do fay, that
;he ﬂavcry, even. of -a perfon brought up and bred m ity ns

much to be pitied. Thls, however, is far lefs. gnevous thaq

th:ﬂaexy of an unpor;edAfucan. Tobw tae ﬂave of t.e
Wan
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#han that brought him up, and in the fame country where ié
was born, is quite a different thing from a man’s being forced
frem his own country into flavery, torn from his friends, de-
prived of that freedom which he has enjoyed till he was
grown up, and made to work, contrary to all his former ha-
bits, under the 'whip of a driver, in a niew quarter of the
globe.

Anxioufly, however, do Idefire to alleviate the mifery alfo
of thofe unhappy.flaves already in the Weft Indies ; but as to
the mode of doing it, and as to the right we may have to
make regulations on that fubje&, all this is a feparate con-
fideration. But to afgue for regulations in the iflands to be
previoufly made by us, as the beft mearis of abolition—to argue
for this flow, and doubtful, and circuitous way of abolithing
the trade, when we can do it in a dire® way and inftantly,
is m other words to fay, “ Do not do a thing which you are
quite able and competent to do, till you have by degrees
cffeCted another thing, which other thing you are not coms<
petent, and perhaps not able to do at all !I** . ‘

8ir, I now come td that which I confider really as the
foundation of the whole bufinefs;: The more I think on the
fubje&t, the more I refle® on all the arguments, miferable
as they are ! which our adverfaries bring forward in their
defence 3 the more am I convinced that there is one
ground, and only one ground, on which it is poffible for their
fide of the queftion to ftand. It is an argument which they
did refort to at the firft, which they have rot ufed to day;
but which really, Sir; if I were to advife themy they fhould
again ftefort to, and reft their whole cafe upon it. I
mean that there is a difference of fpeciés, between black
tnen and white, which is to be aflumed from' the difference
of colour. Driven as our antagonifts have been from
this ground, and athamed of it-as they now are, théy really
have no others Why, Siry; if we can but eftablifh that
blacks are men like ourfelves; is it poffible that we can
have any patience on this fubje@® ? Apply the fame cafe
to France, which is happening every day in Africa; the

S difference,
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difference, in fatt, is only in the colour of the people of the
two countries.

There exifts now in France (or in feveral of its provinces)
a very great degree of animofity ; and there are two contend-
ing parties—I believe indeed the accounts are much exagger-
ated—But let s fuppofe now, that at Marfeilles, for inftance,
or fome other port, the Ariftocrates were to fell the Democrates
as faft as they could catch them ; and the Democrates were
to fell the Ariftocrates in like manner, and that we had fhips
hovering on the coaft, ready to carry them all off as flaves to
* Jamaica, or fome other ifland in the Weft Indies. If we
were to hear of fuch a circumftance, would it not ftrike us
with horror ? What is the reafon ! Becaufe thefe men are of
our own colour. ‘'There is no other difference in the two cafes
whatever.-

_ I will quote, on this point, .one of the antients, by way of
proving the fame thing—no lefs a genius than Ariftotle—He,
withing to eftablith fome ground of defence for flavery fays,
“ The Barbarians are of a different race from us, and were
born to be flaves to the Greeks.”” Now, Sir, if any better rea-
fon could be found out in juftification of flavery, I thould think
that moft fertile genius would have been the firft to difcover ite
He faw domeftic tyranny exercifed in an extreme degree, and
this in ftates where political tyranny was not fuffered—He
afked himfelf the reafon, and after he had fearched his won-
derful invention (finding flavery to be the pradtice of his
country, and not withing to condemn it) he could refort to
no other argument than that of faying, ¢ the Barbarians are
inferior to the Greeks 2y nature ;”” becaufe, forfooth, the
Grreeks had had ftrength to conquer them. Itis true, many
of thefe Barbarians were of the fame colour with the Greeks ;
ftill, however, it was neceflary to eftablith a difinétion in the .
nature of the different men, in order to affign any real reafon
for permitting the difference in their treatment.

As to fetting up any diftintion of nature between people
of our own colour ; it is what no man now will bear to hear
of ; to fay there are any Whites of an inferior fpecies, marked

, out
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out by nature to be Slaves to other Whites, is not to be
borne ; it would fill us all with horror to authorize flavery
any where, on this ground, wita refpe&t to white men : and
is it not quite as unjuft, becaufe fome men are black, to fay
there is a natural diftin&tion as to them ; and that black men,
becaufe they are black, ought to be flaves? Set afide dif-
ference of colour, and is it not the height of arrogance to
allege that becaufe we have ftrong feelings and cultivated
minds, it would be great cruelty to make flaves of us; but
that becaufe they are yet ignorant and uncivilized, ‘it is no
injury at all to them ? Such a principle once admitted, lays
the foundation of a tyranny and injuftice that have no end.

Mention has been made of fome great hardfhips fuffered
on board the tranfpgrts to Botany Bay, by which a large
portion of the convicts perifhed ; and I am afraid indeed the
bufinefs was attended with dreadful circumftances. The.
ftory, however, may appear lefs extraordinary to fome of us,
when we know that the tranfportation was undertaken by
Slave Merchants, and conduéted by a Slave Captaini 1
underftand, a part of the mifery is attributed to his having
ufed flave fetters, inftead of thofe ufually worn by convids.
"That any mere felons fhould have been conveyed to the place
"of their banifhment under circumftances of equal cruelty with
Slaves from Africa, is certainly, Sir, a difgrace to this coun-
try, and it ought to conftitute a charge againft thofe perfons
concerned in fo fcandalous a bufinefs ; and I hope and under-~
ftand it will be fo confidered by Government,

I remember to have once heard, or read, long before the
prefent queftions were agitated, a well known ftory of an:
African who was of the firft rank in his own country and a
man of letters." He was taken in one of thofe plundering
wars, which the Slave Trade gives occafion to; was carried -
to Maryland, and fold as it happened to a remarkably humane
and very excellent mafter. His mafter inquired into the
cafe, found out that he was educated in the Mahometan
religion, that he could read and write Arabic, that he was a
man of rank as well as literature, and all the circumftances

Sa being
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being taken into confideration, he was after a full examina
tion of falts, redeemed and fent home to Africa.—Now,
Sir, if this man with all his advantages, had fallen into the
hands, I do not fay of a hard hearted, but even an. ordinary
mafter ; would he not inevitably have worn out his life in the
fame Egyptian bondage, in which thoufands of his fellow
Africans drag on their miferable days? Put fuch cafes as
thefe home to yourfelves, and you will find the Slave Trade
is a thing not to be juftified, not to be tolerated for 3 mo-
. ment, for the fake of any convenience whatfoever,

As to danger from the want of population in the Illands,
even this pretext has been completely done away by the Right
Honourable the Ghancellor of the Exchequer, and it is re=
markable, that though he was at the pains of going fully inte
thofe calculations, infomuch, that I really thought him toa
condefconding in that detail ; there-has not been the leaft at-
tempt to controvert any of his ftatements. Not a.fingle
calculation of his has been gone into, by any one of the
Gentlemen who are aiainft the Abolition of the Trade, —I
might complain of want of refpect to the Right Honourable.
Gentleman, from this filence ; but the faét [ know is, that
not the thadow of an anfwer could be given ; and yet fo it is,
that Gentlemen refufe to be convinced ! -~ . '

Upon the whole, I thall give my opinion of this traffick in
a very few werds. "1 believe it to be impolitic—I know it
to be inhuman—I am certain it is unjuft—I think it ﬁzlinhu..
man, that, if the plantations could not be cultivated without
it, upon the principles of humanity and juftice, they ought
not tq be carried on at all. Even if the objeéls of it were
brute animals, no humane man could expofe them to be treated
with fuch wanton cruelty. If the merchandize were totally
-inanimate, no bong/? man could fupport a trade founded upan
fuch principles of ipjuftice, Upon thefe grounds, there is
every neceffity for putting an immediate end to it. '

I think the Honourable Gentle nan has made precifely the.
moft proper motion in this ftage of the bufinefs. It confines
the Houfe to nothing, provided they are friends to the Aboli-
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tion, either immediate or future. He has told you his idens,
and thofe who differ from him as to time, may propofe their’s.
Y. et us refcue Parliament from the degrading fituation ia
wwhich they ftand at prefent, of having given their fan&ion to
this trade. Many Gentlemen feel the burden, and ,are de-
firous of being relieved from it. Let us do our duty, and re-
mnove this opprobrium from ourfclves ; and if other countries
Follow our example, {0 much the better ; if they do not, let
us glory in leaving them behind, let us thew them that Great
Britain deferves to ftand as high in the opinion of the world
for her juftice, as I know fhe daes already for her wifdom,
for the fuperiority of her conftitution, and for the excellency of
her laws, which excite the admiration of furrounding coun-
tries. But, Sir, I can have .no doubt, that the example -
which we {hall fet in abolithing the Slave Trade will have a
great effet, certainly greater than that of any other country
in Europe. What is the prefent fituation of France with
refpe&t to her colonies? It is critical and peculiar.. One day
they talk of Liberty and are inclined to favour the Negrees;
another day they check themfelves and fufpend their meafures.
It is the timid wavering condu& which the National Affembly
" was prevailed-on to adopt, in preference to bold and refolute
meafures, that has produced all the dreadful mifchiefs at St.
Domingo, -

Thefe, Sir, are the cruel confequences of #mderate meaw
fures.” Decifion had been mercy ;. decifion even againft thé
prejudice of their Weft India Pladters, would have been a
thoufand times better for thofe Planters, than mdecnﬁon and
half meafures. =~ ' :

" But thcre are fome perfons whe are fond of throwmg outy
that our Iflands will net fubmit to the Abolition of the Slave
Trade, that they will fay,¥% We cannot, we will not fuffer
it, and we muft feek out fome other connefion.” To thisy -
I very freely anfwer, “ If you chufe to be protefted by us,
who are beft able to do it, we will proteét you, and we think
we can render you more fervice than any other country; but
if you are to be connefted with us, IT MUST BE ON THE
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PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE. ' If Britain muft involve herfelt'
in this difhonourable, this bloody bufinefs, for the fake of the
Iflands ; if thefe are your terms, let the conne&xon ceafe from
this moment.

Perhaps, Sir, there is lefs boldnefs than there appears to be
in ftating this fo ftrongly, for I am well perfuaded, that our
Wef: India Iflands too well know the fuperior advantages of

" their prefent connection, to break with us on this ground; Iam
well convinced they will fay to us, “ Though you abolifh the
Slave Trade you fhall not drive us away from you: to you
we muﬁ: ftill adhere, our habits, our feelings, and what is
more our interefts, incline us to prefer your connection to that
of any other country. Though you fhake the Slave Trade
off from us, you fhall never thake us off from you.”” But if
they fhould not fay this, and if the queftion be, whether
Britain fhall retain the Slave Trade and the Weft India Iflands,
or fhall part with them both toggther; I do not hefitate a2 mo-
ment in deciding which alternative fhe ought to take; [ de-
clare at once, ““ BETTER BE WITHOUT THE [SLANDS THAN
NoT ABOLISH THE SLAVE TRADE.” Let us therefore, this
night, a¢t the part which will do us honour ; let us vote for bring- .
ing in a bill for the abolition. If we fail, which I confefs I have
fome apprehenfion of, I have only to exprefs my gratitude to the
Honourable Gentleman for the part he has taken. He does
nrot need my exhortation to perfift; but this will I declare,
that whether we vote in a fmall minority or large one, « #s
never will give up the point.”> Whether in this Houfe, or out
of this Houlfe; in whatfoever fituation I may ever be; as'long
as I have a voice to fpeak, this queflion fhall never be at an end :-
if it were poffible that the Honourable Gentleman could en-
tertain the idea of abandoning it, I _wpould not.

~ But Sir, even if all thofe who are engaged in this queftion .
were to be removed away, there would never be wanting
men alive to their duty who would cry out for juftice, who
would maintain 2 perpetual ﬁruggle, till this Trade fhould be
done away,

Wa
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‘We who think that thefe things are not merely impolitick
but inbuman and unjuft; that they are not of the nature of
#rade, but that they are crimes, pollutions, which _ftain the honour
of a country ! We, Sir, will never relax our efforts.

We with to prevent man from preying upon man; and we
mutft do our duty, let the world think of us as they may. "And
I poflefs the fulleft confidence that our perfeverance w en-
fure fuccefs.

One word more: never let this fubject be confound-
ed with any ideas of political flavery. Were 1 a member
of an Arbitrary Government, where the will of the Prince
alone was law, I fhould be as zealous to wipe off fuch a ftain
as this from that country, as I now am to do it from our own.
What means Slavery? A Slave is one whom . another man
commands 3t his pleafure: who belongs not to himfelf, but
to his mafter, at whofe difpofal he is in all refpe@s; this is
perfonal flavery. Political flavery is but a metaphor; it has
got the name fram its bearing only fome faint refemblance to
flavery, literally fo called. It has been named Political
Slavery, with a view of exciting fomewhat of that fame horror
againft it, which Perfonal Slavery is known always to'excite.
Few men, I believe, carry their ideas of Political Freedom
higher than I do; but although I cannot help thinking the
People of France under the old Defpotick Government ‘were
enflaved in one fenfe; yet their ftate when compared with
Perfonal Slavery, was a ftate of perfect Freedom. Nor is the

difference between any two the moft diftant degrees of Poli-
tical Slavery and Freedom, to be put in competition with
the difference between every individual flave and free man.
Let us never again, therefore, let our underftandings be in-
fulted by confounding two things fo totally different.

I have not again read to the Houfe, this day, any of thofe
fhocking accounts, with which I troubled them laft year.
But I repeat  They are upon evidence! They ftand on unquel-
tionable authority !”” And if any Gentleman has negle@ed to
to attend to thefe cruelties, they neverthelefs exift.

But neither are thefe flories neceffury to my argument.
If the fituation of the Negroes were as happy as fervitude

could
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eould make them, I muft not commit the enormous crime of
felling man to man ; nor-permit a practice to continue which
puts an entire bar to the civilization of one whole quarter of the
babitable globe. Many years will not be given us to difcufs
this fubjet. This nation will not long permit the tonflant
cormmiffion of crimes that _/bocl’ buman nature, for the fuke of the

Weft Indies. And if the Weft India Gentlemen will infift

on the continuance of fuch a trade, they muft not expe& to

be very popular in this country. They have NO RIGHT to

demand that crimes fhall be permitted by this country for their

gdvantage. And the advice I give them is, that they fhould

give up thefe ideas, and lend their cordial affiftance to fuch

meafures as may bring about, in the fhorteft poffible time, an

abolition of a traffick, for which not one reafon can be given,

that is confiftent with policy, humanity, or juftice.

MRr. AppINGTON, to explain—The Committee will do
me the honour to recolle&, that what I have ftated in favour
of gradual, rather than immediate abolition, was on the
principle of fecuring the property of individuals: I did not
conceive that the prefent ftate of the Weft Indies would
admit of our abolithing tbl‘§ trade immediately.

As to what the Right Honourable Gentleman has faid
of giving a bounty on the importation of females, I men-
tioned certainly, that I thought a duty might be laid on im-
ported negroes, which thould be lighter on the females,
than on the ‘males. I admit this muft operate in effet
as a bounty on the women imported. If a fufficient fup-
ply of negtoes can be raifed the Iflands, I with no fuch
diftin&ions fhould be made.

With refpe¢t to the means of carrying the regulations
in the Weft Indies into execution, which the Right Ho-
nourable Gentleman thinks is a very nice point; the mode

that has occurred to me is, that an addrefs fhould be pre-
fented
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feneed to His Majéfty, that he would be gracioufly pleafed te
dired certain regulations to be propofed by the Governars
of the Weft India Hlands.

X cannot help thinking that that moderation which has
béen recorhinended by my Right Honourable Friend, is the
only way in which we can fecure our obje&; or do curfelves
honoiir in the eyes of the worlds

Tue Ricut HoNourasLe HingY Dunpas—Conceiva
ing. that fome mifconception may, perhaps, arife from my
voting with my Honourable Friend, in his motion as it riow
ftands, T rife to move an amendment to it; which is to infert
the word, gradually, before the words, « to be abdlifhed.”
The motion will then be, « That the Slave Trade ought
gradually to be abolifhed.”

. - .. ..

Mr. JenginsoN.—I feel a confiderable degree of regret,
when I differ from thofe with whom I am in the habit of act-
ing ; but I'fhould think I was alting inconfiftently with that
duty which I owe my CONSTITUENTS and my country, if afs
‘ter ' having formed a décided opinion on fo great and important
a queftion as that whiclris now before the Houfe, any motives'
whatever {loultt preveht me from deliverihg' that opinion,
and from' fupporting it with' fach arguments as may appéar to’
me* detifive on the fubject.

In rifing to oppofe the propofitions that have been made,
feel that T labour undeét evéry poflible difficulty. I rife not
only to oppdfe a mieafure, génerally believed t6 be popular, but
whiich has béen fupported by a greatér combitation of abilities
than was ever united on any one fubje; on which z difference
of opiniort could reafonably exiff. Feeling, a¢ I do, my own
ialility to contvend‘wlﬁn the Right Honoutable Gentleman

T whe'
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who fpoke laft, all that I can db is, to call the attentiorr of
the Houfe, as briefly as poflible, to what I conceive to be:
the rcal ftate of the queftion ; and I hope-that the Committee
will be influenced in their decifion, rather by the weight of
argument, than by any ingenuity or eloquence with which it
may be fupported.

The opinions of thofe who are adverfe to the abolition,
have in general been unfairly ftated. It has been circulated
that their opinion is founded on principles of policy, ‘as oppo-
fed to principles of humanity—on no fuch ground am I dif-
pofed to refift the abolition. If it can be clearly made out
that the interefts of humanity are decidedly in’ favour of the
propofition, Heavcn forbid. that any motives of policy
fhould prevent our adoptmg it! But if, on the contrary, it
fhould appear, that the Caufe of Humanity is, in faf, againft

" the Abolition, 1 truft then that the very fame principles which
would in the one cafe have induced the Committee to adopt
the propofition, will then induce them to unite with me in op-
pofing it.—I defire, however, to be underftood, when I fay that
the caufe of humanity is againft the Abolition. The queftion
is not, whether the trade was originally founded in injuftice
and oppreffion. I admitted itwas—The queftion is not, whether
the trade is abffractedly in itfelf an evil. 1 admit it to be fo—
But whether, under all the circumftances of the cafe, any
confiderable advantage would arife to a number of our fellow
creatures, from the abolition of the trade taking place in the
manner in which it has been propofed.

The fubject, from the manner in which it has been,
treated, naturally divided itfelf into three points of view.

1. The fituation of the Negroes on the coaft of Africa.

2. Their fituation in the Middle Paflage.

3. Their fituation in the Weft India iflands; and how
far, in each of thefe refpeive fituations, their condition is
ikely to be benefited by the mea.fure which has been
propofed.

Difpofed as I may be, not to agree to the ftatement that
has been made, of the fituation of the Negroes in Africa

it is not my intention to reft any argument on that ground.
: Iam
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T am ready to admit that their fituation is miferable, that their
miferies are in a great meafure occafioned by the Slave
T'rade, and that if that trade was univerfally abolithed, very
great benefit will confequently accrue to the inhabitants of
Africa. No perfon will, however, pretend to aflert, that
whatever may be the calamities fuffered by the inhabitants
of that continent, thofe calamities arife from the trade, as car-
réed on by Great Britain only. Other countries muft, of
courfe, occafion as much of thofe evils as we do; and if the
abolition of the trade on our part fhould prove only the trans-
Jer of it into the hands of thofe countries, very little benefit
<ould accrue to the Negroes from our humanity.

What, then, is the probability of our example being fol-
Jowed by thofe countries who have a confiderable fhare in the
trade? Five years have now elapfed fince the difpofition of a
confiderable part of this country has manifefted itfelf in favour
of the abolition. Sufficient time, then, has been given, to en-
able us to judge whether other countries are likely to fecond
our efforts. :

Have the Portuguefe fhewn any difpofition to follow .
our example? Far from it. Have the Dutch? I am very
much mifinformed if there are not Agents from Holland at
this very time in this country, who are negociating with
perfons concerned in the trade, who are defirous of giving all
poflible encouragement to them if we fhould abandon it.
Have the Spaniards? On the contrary, it will appear that
they immediately took advantage of our difpofition, and
gave every poflible encouragement to the trade, by offer-
ing a bounty on the importation of S8laves. Have the
French? They who have carried fanaticifm, and their ideas
ef liberty, to an extent as yet unheard of—have they fhewn
any difpofition to imitate our condu& in this particular? The

" meafure was certainly propofed in the National Affembly,
but was rejected; nay, not only rejected, but the bounty on
the importation of Slaves, as an encouragement to the trade,
has been continued at leaft; I am-not fure whether it has

not been exprefsly renewed. . ‘ ‘
, T 2 b
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. 1 fhould not have been furprifed if fome of the countries
had thought it politic to pretend to have a fimilar difpofition
with ourfelves, and after having induced us to abalifh the
trade, they had availed themfelves of our difpofition to hu-
mapity. But when they have not only fhewn na difpofitian tq
abolifh, but, on the contrary, eyery difpofition to encourage ity
1 havc a right to infer, that the abolition of the trade, on our
part, would be only the tran{f:r of it intq the hands of thofe
countnes

O;; great political queftions, where important interefts
are involved, it would in gencral be thought fufﬁc;,ent to be
able to prove, that s benefit is likely to arife to thafe to whom
wr are defirous of affording relief; byt if I can proced further:
if I can prove, nat only that no advantage, but that a great
difaduantage will arife to the Negrogs, from the mmfurc that
is propofed, no doubt can then remain on the mind of aax
perfon who does not prefer /peculanw to prafhml lmmamt}*
refpeing the propriety of rejeting it.

The mortality on board the Enghih thips trading from
Africa was, previous to the Regulating Bill, fovr and au ¢ighth
per cent. Since that, it has been reduced to a little more thap
three per cent.® The mortality on board French fbips tradiug
f;om the fame quarter is near tes per cent. —fg that thgre is
P mortalxty of nearly feven per. cent. more on baard Fr«ucb tban
an board Englifh fips. The mortality in Dutch fhips is from
five to feved per ¢ent. The mortality on board Portuguefz fips
is lefs than either Frmcb or Dutch fhips, but more than on
Englifb thips, fince the regulatmg Bill. ’

Let us then confider, what would be the confequqnce of
the abolntuon of the trade an aur part. Do we regret the
deaths, do we regret the crueltxcs that are faid to haye been
committed ? Thyfe deaths, qndthofe crudtm, wonld be more
than dqubled if we were to abolifh the trade.

* The mortality was ftated by Mr. Wilberforce to be by the documents of
the laft year betwcen ten and eleven per cent, in the Enghﬂx fhips, and previous
to the Regulatii; Bill fomcthmg more than this, zz,600 is the number im-
_ported laft year to exr own J/Imd:, 40 Britith ihxpa, ont of w}ucb rather more

‘shan 2,3c0 died on the p;ﬂ'ago.
Suppofe
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Buppofe the cale, ag it really ftands, was to be fubmitted
%o the Africand ; fuppofe we were to confult their iaclinsions
©on the fubjedt, what do we believe would be their anfwer
miferable as to them the trade might be ; numerous as the
calamities they fuffer from it ? < If other countriss arp not’
« difpofed to unjte with you in abolithing it, for our fakes
& do you continue it ; for whatever may be the evils we
¢ fuffer from it, the trade carried on by other countries,
#¢ when compared to the trade carried on by you, is as evil
# when compareq tQ geed.”

I am ready to admit that there is one anfwer, which wwid

probably be made to this.
" Great Britain. trades not anly for her own iflands, but in
fome degree for. thofe of other countries. No good, but on
the contrary, evil, will be the copfequence, to thofe Negroes
which we carry into the Foreign Weft India Iflands. But as
the trade between Africa and our Weft India Iflands will
then be ftopped, and, as confequently a fmaller number of
Negroes will then be wanted, than thofe which are demanded
at prefent, fome degree of good. will accrue to the people of
Africa from the abalition of the trade on our part.

In anfwer to this argument, I fay, that as the Weft India
Planters purchafe Negroes at prefent, motwithftanding the
greatnefs of their price, I have a right te infer, that they
think it for their intereft to purchafe them, and that confe-
quently, even after the abolition of the trade en our part,
they will ‘not fail to purchafe them, The point then to be’
confidered is, what js the probability of their bemg able to,
fmuggle ?

The Committee may, in a groat meafurs, judge of "this
from the evidence already before them,

By the evidence, it appears, that a great number of Slaves
have been clanduflinely flolen, from time to time, out of owr
iffandsy and carried into the Foreign Wifp Indsa Mands. It
appears that feveral bundreds were flolen, within a very fbort
period from Famaica, and carried imto Cuba. Thefe falls
may fusprife. the Houfe, as it is clearly the intereft of all the

‘ planters
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pianters to prevent the fmuggling, if poffible. But if other
countries are able to fmuggle Slaves out of the g/land, when &
is the interefl of every planter and overfeer to prevent that
praétice—it follows, that there will be very little difficulty in
fmuggling Slaves into the iflands, where it will be for the
interefl of every planter and overfeer to promote it. The con—
fequence then, of the abolition of the trade-on our part, will
be only the transferring it into the hands of other nations, who
will carry it on at a much greater difadvantage to the Africans,
~and who will acquire the advantage and profit to tl)emfelws of
Jupplying our iflands with Slaves.

I will not call the attention of the Committee to the ftate
of the Negroes in the Weft India Iflands ; and much has
been faid under this head, of the cruelties they fuffer, and of
the hard labour they are obliged to undergo. Tales of op-
preflion have beén told, and narratives of ill ufage have been
related, which muft undoubtedly fhock the feelings of alt
wha heard them ; but is it fair, to infer from extraordinary

" inftances, the general bad ufage of the Slaves ? Suppofe that
in the beft cultivated government, a collettion was to be
made of the different abufes and cruelties that had been com-.
mitted for a feries of years ; fuppofe that.in this country fuch
a collection had been made, and after the brilliant panegyric
that was made fome time ago on our excellent Conflitution, fome -
perfon had rifen up, and had ftated thefe, as proofs that our
Contftitution was very different from what it had been de-
fcribed ; thould we have thought ourfelves juftified in inferring.
from a certain number of extraordinary inflances, that we lived.
under a Government oppreffive and tyrannical }—Should we
not rather have anfwered, that in the moft perfect {yftem
* which the human intelle& is capable-of forming, fome weak-
nefles, fome defets muft neceffarily exift ; and that it was
unfair to draw inferences from extraordinary. examples, to
the prejudice of any fyftem whatever ? I have a right ta draw
the fame inference with refpet to the ftate of the Slaves in.
the Weft India Iflands, who, from being Slaves, were necefla-
rily expofed, to certain peculiar difadvantages. I have a right
) ‘ e
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to draw that inference, provided I can prove, that, notwith-
ftanding any particular exception, the general behaviour of
the planters or overfeers towards the Slaves, cannot have
been fuch as the friends to the abolition have defcribed
it to be..

Evidence has certainly beep adduced, on both fides, and I
thould not be afraid, if it were neceffary, to oppofe the.evi-
dence of thofe .who have appeared in favour of the planters,
againft any evidence which has been adduced on the other
fide. I fhould not be afraid to oppofe fuch charaters as Lord
Rodney, Admiral Barrington, Admiral Hotham, Sir Jothua
Rowley, &c. againft any authorities, however refpeGable,
who may have come forward in favour of the abolition. But
on no fuch evidence is it my intention to reft the argument ;
there are falts in fupport of that evidence, which muft leave
it without doubt on the minds of the Committee.

Previous to the year 1730, the mortality, and confequently
the decreafe of the Slaves, in the Weft India Iflands, was
very confiderable. From the year 1730, to the year 1755,
the deaths were reduced to only two and a half per cent. more
than the births. From the year 1755, o the year 1768, they
were reduced to only one and three-fourths more than the
births. From the year 1768, to the yeas 1788, they were
reduced to only ome per cent. This then, on the firft view
of the fubjed, muft prove, that whatever may have been the

Aituation of Slaves in former times, their condition has been
gradually improved. ‘

But if we confider the peculiar difadvantages under which
they labour, if we confider the fmall proportion of females
with refpet to males, the burricanes, and famines which
have been the confequence of thofe hurricanes, and which have
Jwept away, in a fbart periody thoufands of lives 5 if we confi-
der thus, that every natural obftacle feems to combine to
prevent the increafe of the-Slaves, I muft judge it phyfically
impoffible that they fhould have increafed in the manner, and to
the degree tg 'wlm'b they have increafed, if the cruel treatment

. tlze)r
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they bave fiffved, and the burd labour impofed upon them, bad
Derre fueh as the friends of the abolition bave reprefented. .

This ftatement not only enables me to juftify the Wefk
India Planters, from the afperfions. that have been thrown
out againft them, but enables me likewife to draw flill more
fnportant conclufions ; «~That as the Slaves in the Weft
India lands have under the prefent ftate of things, gradually
increafed, they will continue to increafe, - That very few
years will pafs,. not. only before the dirths are equal to the
deathsy but before they are move numersts than the deaths—s
That if this 1 likely to happen under the prefemt fate of
things, & fortieri, it will follow that it meft take place, if, by
sertain regulatioms, the imreafe of the imported Slaves con be
sncexraged.

- The only doubt therefore which ¢an rembuin on the mmck

of Gentlemen, sy whether it is more for the inteteft of the
planter to impert, or breed; for if 1. (hall be- able to prove,
that it is more for the intereft of the planter to breed; it will
then follow, tHat the moment the: ftock vf Slaveés in thie iftands
is believed by the planters-to be fuficient;- that foment: the
farther importution muft neeeffarily:cenfe.

In the firft place, the gradisl inereaf of the Sieves; of
Iute years, cleacly proves- that: the increaf@ has been erfeéu-
fuged by the planter,- who confequently mutt bave coreéived
3t to have been his intereff i biveds But I rhedn not'td ref®
thic argument on that ground. The price of Slaves: wis of
Iate years become fo great (nearly, I believe I'miay* fiy-stvicé
as great, as they were ettty years: ago), that' the- pliniter,
ont the grounds-of ctcortomy, minfd feel it his interefnot to
purchafe, if by any poffible‘means he can'avoid it.

Let us cotrider; then, that the greateft mortility is on the
newly-imported Slaves—wThat the difeafés they bring with
thegy from' Aftlcasmthe diféafes: they are Kkely to contrdét on
the paffige, thte operations they have been fald to undetgs-in
the feafoning, alt prove the - confiderablé: rif there mwlt be
inrcher parcha®® of Slaves; and that the plantes is nob only

' pu
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put to a confiderable expence, but is put to that expﬂnoe,

with a chance of very fpeedily lofing the fruits of it.

To thefe confiderations others may be added, no lefs im-
portant. —Slaves%red in the iflands are much more attached ta
the fpot—They have been gradually accuftomed to the labour;

and muft confequently feel lefs objection to the performance '

of it. Trained up likewifz in regular fubordination, they
muft of courfe be much more manageable than thofe who are
firft put under the care of an overfeer at 2 more advanced
period of their life. Slaves, on the other hand, who have
been convied of crimes, may confequently be fuch as
no perfon would be defirous of employing, if he could paflibly’
avoid it. Let it be added to-all thefe circumftances, that
children are of the greateft fervice in many parts of the la+
bour, fo that whilft the planter muft be convinced, that
they will be the moft valuable Slaves, when arrived at the
age of maturity, he receives very confiderable advantage
from them, even in their earlieft years. It having then been
proved, that the interef? of the planter is to breed, rather than

2o import, it muft follow, that the planters would be little -

lefs than mad, to purchafe Slaves, if they were not convinced
that a further fupply is neceffary.

But it has beeni4aid, that the births and the deaths in the
iflands are equal, and that confequently no further fupply is
wanted. I am ready to admit, that the hirths and the deaths
are nearly equal, but the queftion muft flill come to this:
Is the fock of flaves in the iflands fufficient ? Suppofe that in
the ifland of Jamaica there are 250,000 8/aves, and fuppofe,
which I rather doubt, that number fufficient for the cultiva-

tion of the ifland ; I yet' venture to affert) if the furtier im-~

portation is to be ftopped, that the number of Siaves in the:

ifland is not fufficient : for Gentlemen-feem to have forgot,”

that perfons in that climate are fubje& to difeafes, of which
we are ignorant, and which fweep away bundreds, nzy fome-
times thoufands at a time. They feem to have forgot, that

they are fubje® to hurricanes and famin:s, whxch have thc'

fame dreadful effeéts.
U Whatever
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Whatever number of Slaves may be neceffary for the cule
ﬁvation of the iflands, if further importation is to be ftopped,
an extra nymber will be neceflary, in order that, in cafe of
any extraordinary mortality, from the circ#nflances already
ftated, the complete ruin of the planter may be prevented.

That the time will come, when the ftock of Slaves in the
ifland will be fufficient, no perfan, who has attended to the
former ‘part of his argument can doybt. That the Slaveg
have gradually increafed, are gradually increafing, and thag.
by certain regulations the increafe may be confiderably pro-
moted; muft be equally obvious. But thefe are all confidera-
tions, which fhould jnduce us to oppofe the Abolition, becaufe
the event, without any of the evils that may arife from thg
~ lmmed;ate adoptian of that meafure, muft, in the natural
prder which I have defcribed, take placg in the courfe of g
very fhort period.

1 Wlfh the Committee to conﬁdqr, what mnfchlc .T may arife
from the planters being able to fmuggle, How dangerous ig
may be, that they fhould depend on other nations, and not
on us, for their fupply of Slaves—That from entering inta
bargains and contfatls, perhaps even with our enemies, their
dlfpoﬁnons may be alienated from us, that the lafs of the iflands
shemfelves may be the gonfequence ;- and nat only the lofs of fo
much revenue, and fo much power to qurfelves, but the acquifis.
dion of that powery and that yevenue by our enemies—And why
ﬂlould we expofe ourfelves to fuch a rifk, for any benefic
‘which will refult to the NegroesP On the contrary, it ba;
been proved that it would be a difadvantage to them. ‘

Let jt likewife be confidered, that we may depnve our-
feres by thefe means of the power of enforcmg regulations, -
a.nd that thus the trade may go on as it does at prefent, with
a much lefs rapid increafe of the Slaves by birth. This is,
however, not the only rifk to which we are expoﬁng our
Co]onles. Let us reflec? on the mlamme: of St. Domingo,
‘which have been imputed by the dcputles from that ifland, to
the aduocates of abolition. What horror can be defcribed,
wbat ravage can be pamted what cruelty can be committed,

W‘?‘FJ\



47
| oD (‘*39\) ,
which thofe unforturiate beings have riot fuffered? And fhail
Wwe, when pririciples of the fame fort are lurking in our
own iflands, fhall we expofe our fellow fubjects to the fame
ealamities; whoy xf guilty l_lf promoting this trade, have at leaft
deen encouraged by ourfelves; by Us, who, though parties n
the guilty would in no adequate degree be parties in the fu uffering?

It has been faidy that there is a diftin®tion between the
Abolition of the Blave Trade, and the Emancipation of the
Slaves. I admit that diftin&ion ; but fhould we be furprifed
§f the 8laves, who, receiving no immediate benefit from the
abolition of the trade, fhould complaini that thefe principles
are not equally applien o themfelves ;—fhould we be fur-

prifed if their minds; not cultivated as our-own, fhould not
feel fo nice-a diffindlion, or at leaft, if they do feel it, would
- be too-much interefted to appear to do fo? "

That the Slave Trade is in itfelf an evil, I am teady to
admit. That the ftate of flavery itfelf is likewife an evil I
am no lefs ready to admit. That if the queftion was, not to
abolifb, but effablifh them, I, of all thofé whe profefs fo much
geal for the interefts of humanity, would not be the leaft
eager-to oppofe it ; but; are there not many evils in this
world which we fhould have thought it our duty to prevent, .
yet which, when once they have taken place, it is more dan-
gerous to oppofe than to fubmit to ! The duty of a Statfman
is, not to confider abfiraticdly what is right or wrongs but to
weigh the difadvantages that are likely to arife from the abolition
of an evily againft the confequoncss that are likely to arife from
the continuance of its

On this ground let us judge of the prefent queftion. Here
is an evil; which, it has been proved, can be but of fhort
continuance 5 the continuance of which, by proper regulations,
may be extremely fbortened, The expiration of which, inflead
of being produétive of good, will be produltive of effential

“havm to thofe whom it is ‘meant to benefit; and fhall we
appearing to prevent tlie fhort continuance of this evil, adopt
a meafure which can be of w0 advantage on one hand, and
which threatens every calamity on the ather—~which threatens a

U2 diminution Val
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diminution of our revenue; and confequently a ferious mis-
fortune to the people of this country—which threatens the
ruin of the property of thofe perfons who, under our encozu-
ragement, have fettled in the Weft India Iflands— which
threatens murder, and all thefe cruclties which, by the adop-
tion of the meafure, we are defirous of preventing.

I have frequently rejoiced at the idea, that fome of thofe
“evils which have exifted in all ages, and under all govern-
ments, are likely, in the prefent period, to be abolifhed ;
that we live in an age where knowledge has become more
univerfal than in any former period, and that, under the
mild influence of true religion and philofophy, fociety is likely
to receive confiderabie improvements. But I have always
dreaded that thofe improvements fhould be too rapid—convinced
that by this means their very end may be prevented. Violent
changes -fhake the frame inftead of fupporting it. They
endanger its exiftence ; and if the conftitution out-lives the
fhock, it is reftored weak and enfeebled. Gradual changes
ftrengthen and uphold it. ‘The coxfequence of the change,
and not the change; is felt. Every ftep fecures the preceding,
and becomes the foundation for additional improvement. .

Agreeing, then, moft perfeétly with the friends to the
abolition in their end, 1 differ from them only in the means of

accomplifbing that end. 1 am defirous of doing that gradually,
which they are defirous of doing rathly.

To fome part of the Right Honourable Gentleman’s pro-
pofitions I agree, but I as much differ from him in others.

I have drawn up ‘two propofitions, which meet my ideas

. on the fubjec, and which, if the Committee will give me
Jeave, I will flate to them.

That an addrefs be prefented to his M ajefty, that he would
be pleafed to recommend to the Colonial Affemblies, to grant
premiums to fuch Planters and Overfeers as fhall diftinguith
themfelves by promoting the annual increafe of the Slaves by
birth. And likewife to grant freedom to every female Negro,

~who has borne and reared up five children to the age of

feven years.
2d, That
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2d. That a bounty of sl. per head be given to the mafter
of every veflel employed in the trade from the coaft of Africa,
who fhall import in any cargo, a greater number of female
than male Negroes, not exceeding the age of twenty-ﬁvc
years.
~ Inorder that I may be enabled to bring forward my pro-
pofitions in form, I move that the Chaxrman fhould leave
the Chair. v

Mr: Estr.—~1I fhould not intrude myfelf on the Com-
fhittee at fo late an hour, but with a view of inducing them te
adjourn the debate. There are two propofitions, Sir, before
the Houfe. The one, for the Abolition of the Slave Trade
at large; the other for its gradual Abolition ; and I cannot
help thinking that Gentlemen fhould be allowed a further
time to compare their refpetive meritsy and confider of the
beft means of carrying their purpofe.

I am perfuaded there are feveral enormities in the Slave
Trade which call for regulation ; which I alfo conceive to be
the beft means to effetuate the final Abolition of the Slave
Trade : for it appears to me that a gradual Abolition would
anfwer all the purpofes, and effeGuate its end in a much bet-

tec manner than could be done by any other means.
2 X % % o * x ®

At four 0’Clock Mr. William Smith rofe, but Mr. Pitt
having rifen at the fame time, Mr. Smith'gave way to him.

The
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The Right Honourable WirLiam Prrr: At this houf
of the morning I am afraid, Sir, I am too much exhaufted
to enter {o fully into the fubje& befere the Committee as ¥
could wifh ; but if my bodily ftrength is in any degree equal
to the tafk, I feel fo ftrongly the magnitude of this queftiony
that [ am eiuemely earneft to deliver my fentiments; which I
rife to do with the more fatisfattion; becaufe I now look fors
ward to the iffue of this bufinefs with confiderable hopes of
fuccefs.

The debate has this day taken a turn, which; though it
has produced a variety of new fuggeftions, has; upon the
whole, reduced this queftion to a much narrower point tharn
it was ever brought into before.

I cannot fay that I quite agree with the Right Honaurable
Gentleman aver the way (Mr. Fox) ; I am far from deplors
ing all that has been faid by my two Honourable Friends §
(Mr. Dunpas and the Speaker.) I rather rejoice that they
have now brought this {ubjeét to a fair ifflue—that fomething,
at leaft, is already gained, and that the argument has taken
altogether a new courfe this night. It is true, a difference
of opinion has been ftated, and has been urged with all the
force of argument that could be given to it. But give me
leave to fay, that this difference has baen urged upon: prineis
ples very far removed from thofe which were maintained
by the epponents of my Honourable Friend when he firft
brought forward his motion. There are very few of. thofe
who have fpoken this night, who have- not thought it
their duty to declare their full and entire concurrence with
my Honourable Friend in promoting the Abolition of
the Slave Trade, ds their ultimate objefi: However we may
differ as to the time and manrer of it, we are agreed in the
Abolition itfelf 3 and my Honourable Friends have exprefled
their agreement in this fentiment with that fenfibility upon the
. ubject, which humanity does moft undoubtedly require. I
do not, however, think they yet perceive what are the xe-
ceflary confequences of their own conceffion, or follow up
their own principles to their juft conclufion.

- The
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The point now in difpute between us, is, a difference
guerely as to the period of time, at which the Abolition of the
Blave Trade ought to take place, I therefore congratulate
this Houfe, the Country, and the World, that this great
peint is gained; that we may now confider this trade as
baving received its condemnation ; that its fentence is feale
ed 5 that this Curfe of mankind is feen by the Houfe in its
true light ; and that the greateft ftigma on our national cha-
ralter which ever yet exifted, is ahout to be removed ! And,
Sir, (which is fill more important) thet MANKIND, I
trutt, in general, are now likely to be delivered from the greateft
praétical evil that ever has afflicted the human race— from the
Jrvereft and moft extenfive calamity recorded in the Hiftory of the
‘world!

In proceeding to give my reafons for concurring with
my Honourable Friend in his motion, I fhall neceflarily advert
to thofe topics which my Honourable Friends near me have
touched upon ; and which they ftated to be their motives for -
preferring a gradyal, and in fome degree, a diftant Abolition of
the Slave Trade, to the more immediate and dire& meafure
now propofed to you. Beginning as I do, with declaring
ghat in this refpe@ I differ completely from my Right
Honourable F riends near me. [ do not, however, mean
" to fay, that | differ as to one obfervation which has-
 been prefled rather ftrongly by them. If they can thew
that their propofition of -a gradual Abolition, is more
likely than ours to fecure the obje® which we have in view—
that by proceeding gradually we fhall arrive more fpecdily at
our end, and attain it with more certainty, than by a di-
reit vote immediately to abolifh :—If they can fhew to the
fatisfaltion both of myfelf and the Committee, that our pro-
pofition has more the appearance of a fpeedy Abolition, than
the reality of it; undoubtedly they will in this cafe make a
convert of me, and my Hon ourable Friend who moved the
queftion; they will make a convert of every man among us,
who looks to this, which Itruft we all do, as a queftion not
to be determined by theoretical principles or enthufiaftic feel-
mgs, but confiders the praiticability of the meafure—aiming

: fimply
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fmply to eﬂ’c& his ObjC& in the fhorteft time, and in the
fureft poffible manner.

If, however, 1 fhall be able to fhew that our meafure pro-
ceeds more direftly to its object, and fecures it with more cer<
tainty, and within a Jefs diffant period; and that the Slave
Trade will on Sur plan be abolithed fooner than on his ; may
I not then hope, that my Right Honourable Friends will be
. as ready to adopt our propofition, as we fhould in the other
eafe be willing to accede to theirs ?

One of my Right Honourable Friends has ﬁatcd that an
A& pafled here for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, would
not fecure its Abolition. Now, Sir, I fhould be glad te
know, why an A& of the Britifh Legiflature, enforced by all
thofe fanctions which we have undoubtedly the power and the
right to apply, is not to be effectual ; at leaft as to every mate-,
rial purpofe? Will not the executive power have the fame ap-
pointment of the officers and the courts of judicature, by which
all the caufes relating to this fubjet muft be tried, that it
has in other cafes ?  'Will there not be the fame fyftem of law
by which we now maintain a monopoly of commerce ? If the
fame law, Sir, be*applied to the prohibition of the S/ave Trade,
which is applied in the cafe of other contraband commerce, with
all the fame means of the country to'back it, Tamat a lofs
to know why the aftual and total Abolition is not as likely
to be effeted in this way, as by any plan or proje® of my
Honourable Friends, for bringing about a gradual termination
ofit. Butmy obfervation is extremely fortified by what fell
from my Honourable Friend who fpoke laft : he has told you,
Sir, thatif you will have patience with it fora few ysars, the Slave
Trade muft drop of itfelf, from the increafing dearnefs of the
eommodity imported, and the increafing progrefs, on the other
hand, of internal population. I it true, then, that the impor-
tations are fo expenfive and difadvantageous already, that the
internal population is even now becoming a cheaper refource ?
I afk then, if you leave to the importer no means of importa-
tion but by finuggling, and if; befides all the prefent dﬁduan-
tages, you load him with all the charges and hazards of the

f: nuggYer,



153
( 235 )

fmuggler, by taking care that the laws againft {muggling are
in this cafe watchfully and rigoroufly enforced, is there any
danger of any confideralile fupply of frefh Slaves being poured.
into the iflands through this channel ? And is there any real -
ground of fear, becaufe a few Slaves may have been fmugg-
led in or out of the iflands that a bill will be ufelefs and in-
effetual on any fuch ground? The queftion under thefe cir-
cumftances will not bear a difpute.

Perhaps, however, my Honourable Friends may take up
another ground, and fay, ¢ It is true your meafure would thut
¢« out further importations moré¢ immediately ; but we do nat

% mean to fhut them outimmediately. We think it right, on

« grounds of gmeral [Expediency, that they fhould not be .ime
« medjately fhut out.”” Let us therefore now come to-this
quettion of the Expediency of making the Abolition diftant
and gradual, rather than immediate. v

The argument of expediency in my opinion (hke every

- gther argument in this difquifition) will not juflify the cone
tinuance  of the Slave Trade for one unaeceffary hour. Sup«
pofing it to be in our power (which 1 bave fhewn it is) to
enforce the prohibitionfrom this prefent tistie, the expediency of
doing it is to.me fo clear, that if I went on:this principle alone
I thould not feel 2 moment’s hefitation. What is the argu- -
ment of expediency.ftated on the ether fide? It is doubted
whether the deaths -and births in the iflands are as yet fo.nearly
equal as to enfure the keeping up a fufficient ftock of labourers.:
in anfwver to this I took the liberty of mentioning in a for-
mer year, what appeared to me to be the ftate of population
at that time. My obfervations were taken from documents
which we have reafon to judge authentic, and which carried
on the face of them the conclufions 1 then flated: -they
were the clear, fimple, and obvious refult of a careful exa-
mination which I made into thxs fubje&, and any Gentleman
who will take the fame pains may arrive at the @me degree of
fatisfaction.

Thefe calculations, however, applied to 2 penqd of time that
is mow fawr or five years pafi. ‘'The births were then in
- X . the ./
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the general view of them, nearly equal to the deaths ; and, as

the ftate of population was fhewn, by a confiderable retrof~

- ped, to be regularly increafing, an excefs of births muft
before this time have taken place.

Another obfervation has been made as to theé difproportion
of the fexes : this, however, is 2 difparity which exiited in
any material degree only in former years ; it is a difparity of
which the Slave Trade has been itfelf the caufe; which will
gradually diminifh as the Slave Trade diminithes, and. muft
entirely ceafe, if the Trade. fhall be abolithed; but which,
neverthelefs, is made the very plea for its continuance. I be-
lieve this difproportion of the fexes, taking the whole numbes
in the iflands, Creole as well as imported Africans, the latter
of whom occafion all the dnfproportlon, is not now by any
means confiderable.

But, Sir, [ alfo fhewed, that the great mortallty, which
turned the balance fo as to make the deaths appear more nu.
merous than the births, ‘arofe too from the imported Africans,

_who die in extraordinary numbers in the feafoning. If, there-
fore, the importation of Negroes fhould ceafe, eviery ome of
the caufes of mortality,” which I have now ftated, would ceafe
alfo. Nor cap I conceive any reafon why the- prefént number
of labourers thould not maintain itfelf in the Weft Indies, ex-
cept it be from fome.artificial caufe, fomefault in the iflands 3
fuch as the impolicy of their governors,-or the cruelty of the
managers and officers, whom' they employ.

I will not re-iterate all that I faid at that time, or go through
land by ifland. It is'true, there is a difference in the ceded
iflands ; and I ftate them poffibly to be, in fome refpe@s, an
excepted cafe. But, if we are to enter into the fubje& of the

- mortality on claring new lands 3 this, Sir, is undoubtedly
-another queftion : the mortality here is' tenfold ; and this is
to be confidered, not as the carrying on a.trade, but as the fas-
ting on foot a Slave Trade for the purpofe of peopling the Co-
lony ; a meafure which I think will not now be maintained,

I therefore defire Gentlemen to tell me fairly, whether the

-period they look to is not now arrived ? Whe;her, at this hour,

e
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the Weft Indies may not be declared to have aCually attained
a flate in which they can maintain their population ? and up-
on the anfwer 1 muft neceffarily receive, I taink I could
fafely reft the whole of the queftion.

One Honourable Gentleman has rather ingenioufly obw
ferved that one or other of thefe two aflertions of ours, muft
neceflarily be falfe : that either the population muft be de-
creafing, which we dény ; or, if the population is increafing,
that the Slaves muft be perfe@ly well treated, (this being the
caufe of fuch population) which we deny alfo,” That the po-

- pulation is rather increafing than otherwife ; and alfo that the

general treatment is by no means fo good as it ought to be,
are both points which have been feparately proved by different
evidences ; nor are thefe two points fo entirely incompatible.,
The ill treatment muft be very great indeed, in order to di-
minith materially the population of any race of people. That
it is not fo extremely great as to do this, I will admit.
I willeven admit, if you pleafe, that this charge may poflibly
have been fometimes exaggerated; and I certainly think, that
it applies lefs and lefs as we come nearer to the prefent times.
. But, let us fee how this contradi@®ion of eurs, as it is
thought, really ftands, and how the explanation of it will
completely fettle our nfinds, on the point in queftion. Do
the Slaves diminifb in numbers # It can be nothing but il
" #reatment that caufes the diminution. ‘This ill treatment the
Abolition muft and will reftrain. In this cafe, therefore, we
ought to vote for the Abolition, On the other hand, Do you
chufe to fay that the Slaves clearly increafe in numbers # Then
you want no importations, and, in this cafe alfo, you may
fafely vote for the Abolition. Or, if you chufe to fay, as the
third and only other cafe which can be put, and which perhaps
is the neareft to the truth, that the population is nearly ﬁqéim-
ary, and the treatment neither /s bad nor fo goodas it might be;
then furely, Sir, it will not be denied, that this of all others, is
on each of the two grounds, the proper period for fopping fur-
ther fupplies : for your population, which-you own is already
ﬂanonary, will thus be made undoubtedly to increafe-from the’
X2 births,
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births ; and the good treatment of your prefent Slaves, which
I am now fuppofing is but very moderate, will be neceffarily
improved alfo by the fame meafure of Abolition. I fay,
therefore, " that thefe propofitions, contradiory as they
@ay be reprefented, are in truth not at all inconfiftent,
buteven come in aid of each other, and lead to a conclufion
that is decifive. And let it be always remembered, that in this
branch of my argument, I have only in view the well-being of
the Weft Indies, and do not now ground any thmg en the
African part of the queftion.

Bat, Sir, I may carry thefe gbfervations refpefting the
iflands much further. 1Tt is within the power of the Colenifts,
(and is it not then their indifpenfable duty ?) to apply them-
felves to the corre@ion of thofe various abufes, by which po-
pulation is reftrained? The moft important confequences
may be expefted to attend Colonial regplations for this pur-
pofe. With the improvement of internal population, the
éondition of every Negro will improve alfo ; his liberty wilt
advance, or at leaft he will be approaching to a ftate of liberty.
Nor can you increafe the happinefs, or extend the freedom of
the Negro, without adding in an equal degree to the fafety
of the iflands, and of all their inhabitants. Thus, Sir, in the
place of Slaves, who naturally have an intereft dire&tly oppo-
fite to that of their mafters, and are therefore viewed by them
with an eye of conftant fufpicion, you will create a body of
valuable citizens and fubjels, forming a part of the fame com-
munity, having a common intereft with their fuperiors, in
the fecurity and profperity of the whole.

And, here letme add, that in proportion as you increafe
the happinefs of thefe unfortunate beings, you will undoubtedly
increafe in effe& the quantity of their labour alfp. Gentlemen,
talk of the diminution of the labour of the iflands! I will ven-
ture to aflert, that, even if in confequence of the Abolition
there were to be fome dccreafe in the number of hands; the
quantity of work done, fuppofing the condition of the Slaves to
#mprove, would by no means diminifh in the fame proportion ;
pethaps ‘would be far from diminifhing at all: For if you ref-
o v tore
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tore to this degraded race the true feelings of men; if you
take them out from among the order of brutes, and place
them on a level with the reft of the human fpecies, they will
then work with'that energy which is natural to men; and theic

. labour will be productive, in a thoufand ways, above what it
has yet been; as the labour of a man is always more produc-
tive than that of a mere brute.

It generally happens that in every bad caufe fome in-
formation agifes out of the evidence of its defenders themfelves, -
which' ferves to expofe in one part or other the weaknefs of
their defence. It is the chara&eriftic of fuch a caufe, that if
it be atall gone into, even by its own fupporters, it is liable to
be ruined by the contradi@ions in which thofe who maintain
it are for ever involved.

The Committee of the Privy Council of Great Britain
fent over certain queries to the Weft India iflands, with a view
of elucidating the prefent fubje&t ; and they particularly in-
quired, whether the Negroes had any days or hours allotted to
them, in which they might work for themfelves. The Af-
femblies in their anfwers, with an air of great fatisfaltion ftate
the labour of the Slaves to be moderate, and the Weft In-
dia fyftem to be well calculated to promote the domeftic hap-
pinefs of the Slaves: They add, ¢ that proprietors are not
¢ compelled by law to allow their ¢ Slaves any part of the fix
«“ working days of the week for themfelves, but that it is the
¢ general pradtice to allow them one afternoon in every week
“ out of crop time, which, with fuch hours as they chufe to
¢ work on Sundays, is time amply fufficient for their own pur-
« pofes :” Now, therefore, will the Negroes, or I may rather

" fay, do the Negroes work for their ewn emslument 2 1 beg
the Committee’s attention to this point: The Aflembly of
Grenada proceeds to ftate.—I have their own words for it——
< That though the Negroes are allowed the afternoons of only
 one day in every weeky they will do as much work in that af-
 ternoon, when employed for their own benefit, as in the whole
« day when employed in their mafiers fervice,”

e ‘ Now,
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Now, Sir, T will defire you to burn all my calculations 3
te difbelicve; if you pleafe, every word I have faid on the
prefent ftate of population ; nay, I willadmit, for the fake of
_ argument, that the numbers are decreafing, and the produc-

tive labour at prefent infufficient for the cultivation of thofe
countries: And [ will then afk, whether the increafe in the
quantity of labour which is reafonably to be expeéted from the
improved condition of the Slaves, is not by the admiffion of
the iflands themfelves, by their admiffion not nierely of an
argument but a fa&, far mere than fufficient to counterba~
lance any decreafe which can be rationally apprehended from
a defe@ive ftate of their population ! Why, Sir, a Negro if’
he works for himfelf, and not for a mafter, will do double
work ! This is their own account. If you will believe the
planters, if you will believe the legiflature of the iflands, the
produétive labour of the colonies would, in cafe the Negroes
worked as free labourers inftead of Slaves, be literally doubled.
Hoalf the prefent labourers on this fuppofition would fuffice,
for the whole cultivation of our iflands on the prefent fcale.
I therefore, confidently afk the Houfe, whether in confider~
ing the whole of this queftion, we may not fairly look for-
ward to an improvement in the condition of thefe unhappy
and degraded beings; not only as an event defirable on the
ground of humanity and political prudence; but alfo as 2
means of increafing, very confiderably indeed, (even without
any increafing population,) the produive induftry of the
Iflands ? ‘

When Gentlemen are fo nicely balancing the paft and fus
ture means of cultivating the plantations, let me requeft them
to put this argument into the fcale; and the more they con-
fider it, the more will they be fatisfied, that both the folidity of
the principle which I have ftated, and the fa& which I have juft
quoted, in the very words of the Colonial Legiflature, will
bear me out in every inference I have drawn. I think they
will perceive alfo, that it is the undeniable duty ‘of this Houfe,-
on the grounds of true policy, immediately to fantion and
carry into effelt that fyftem which enfures thefe important

- advantages3
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advantages ; in addition to all thofe other ineftimable bleffings
which follow in their train.

If, therefore, the argument of expediency as applying ta
the Weft India Iflands, is the teft by which this queftion is
to be tried ; I truft I have now eftablithed this propofition,
namely, that whatever tends moft fpeeddy and effcQually to
meliorate the condition of the Slaves, is, undoubtedly on the
ground of expediency, leaving juftice out of the queftion, the
main object to be purfued.

That the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade will
moft eminently have this effet, and that it is the only mea-
fure from which this effet can in any confiderable degree be
expeed, are points to which I fhall prefently come; but be-
fare I enter upon them, let me notice one or two further cire
cumftances.

We are told (and by refpetable and well-informed perfons)
that the purchafe of new negroes has been injurious inftead
of profitable to the planters themfelves ; fo large a proportion
of thefe unhappy wretches being found to perith in the fea-
foning. 'Writers well verfed in this fubje@ have even ad-
vifed that, in order to remove the temptation which the Slave
‘Trade offers to expend large fums in this injudicious way,
the door of importation fkould be /but.—This very plan which -
we now propofe, the mifchief of which is reprefented to be
fo great as to outweigh o many other momentous confider-
ations has aflually been recommended by fome of the beft
authorities, as a plan highly requifite to be adopted on the
very principle of advantage to the Iflands; nay, not merely
on that principle of general and political advantage on which
I have already touched, but for the advantage of the very
individuals who would otherwife be moft forward in pur.
chafing Slaves. On the part of the Weft Indians it is urged,
¢ The Planters are in.debt: They are already diftrefled ;
< if you ftop the Slave Trade, they will be ruined.”” Mr.
Long, the celebrated hiftorian of Jamaica, recommends the
ftopping of importatigns, as a receipt for enabling the plan-
tations which are embarafled 10 gd out of debt. 1 will quote his

words.
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words.. Speaking of the ufurious terms on which money is often
borrowed for the purchafe of freth Slaves, he advifes ¢¢ the
% laying a duty equal to a probibition on all negroes imported
¢ for the fpace of four or five years, except for re-exporta-
« tion.”” “ Such a law,”” he proceeds to fay, « would be at-
¢ tended with the following good confequences. It would
¢ put an immediate ftop to thefe extortions ; it would en-
« able the planter to retrieve his affairs by preventing him
¢ from running in debt, cither by renting or purchafing of ne«
& groes ; it would render fuch recruits lefs neceflary, 2y the
¢ redoubled care he would be obliged to take of his prefent flock,
< the prefervation of ‘their lives and health : And laftly, it
« would raife the value of negroes in the ifland.—A NorTa
¢ AMERICAN PROVINCE, BY THIS PROHIBITION ALONE
& yoR A FEW YEARS, FROM BEING DEEPLY PLUNGERD
¢ v DEBT, HAS BECOME INDEPENDENT, RICH, AND
¢ FLOURISHING.”

On this authority of Mr. Long I reft the queﬁlon, whether
the prohibition of further importations is that rafh, impolitic,
and completely ruinous meafure, which it is fo confidently
declared to be with refpet to our Weft Indian Plantatians.

I do not hewever mean in thus treating this branch of the
fubjet, abfolutely ta exclude the queftion of indemnification
on the fuppofition of poffible difadvantages affe&ing the Weft
Indies through the Abadlition of the Slave Trade. But
when Gentlemen fet up a claim ‘of compenfation merely on
thofe general allegations, which are all that I have yet heard
from them, I can only anfwer, let them produce their cafe in
a diftin& and fpecific form ; and if upon any praQicable or
yeafonable grounds- it fhall claim confideration, it will then
be time enough for Parliament to decide apon it,

1 now come to another circumftance of great weight, con-
ne@ed with this part of the queftion, I mean the danger to
which the Iflands are expofed frolm thofe negroes who are
newly imported, This, Sir, like the obfervation which I
lately made, is no mere fpeculation of ours; for here again]
vefer you to Mr, Long, the Hiftorian of Jamaica. He treats

egrticula;lx ‘
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particularly of the dangers to be dreaded from the introdu&ion
of Coromantine negraes; an appellation under which are
comprifed feveral defcriptions of Negroes ebtained on the
Gold Coafty whofe native country is not exaétly known,
and who are purchafed in a variety of markets, having beer
brought from fome diftance inland. With a.view of pre-
. venting infurrefions, he advifes, that ¢ by laying a duty
¢ equal to a prohibition, no more of thef¢ Coromantihes
¢¢ fhould be bought;” and after noticing one InfurreGtion-
which happened through their means, he’ tells you of another
in the following year, in which thirty-three Coromantines,
4 mafl of whom had been newly imported, fuddenly. rofe and in
¢ the fpace of an hour murdered and wounded no lefs thar
-% nineteen white perfons.” .

.- To the authority of Mr. Long, both in this and other
parts_of his work, I may add the recorded opinion of the
Committee of the Houfe of Affembly of Jamaica itfelf ; who, in
confequence of a rebellion among the Slaves, were ‘appointed
to_ inquire into the beft means of preventing future Infur-
re&tions. The Committee reported, « That the rebellion
<. had originated - (like moft or all others) with the Coro-
S mantines ; and they propoled that a bill fbould be. brought in
< for laying a higher duty on the importation of thefe particular

€ Negeoes,” which was intended to operate as a prohibition. -
. .But the danger is not conﬁn_ed to the importation of Coro-
mantincs.' M. Long, carefully inveftigating as he does the
caufes of fuch frequent Infurre&ions,. particularly at Jamaica,
accounts for them from the greatnefs of it’s géneral importa-
tions.  In two years and a halfy” fays he, ¢ 27,000 Ne-
¢« .groes have been imported.”’— No wonder we have rebel-
& lions! Twenty-feven thoufandintwo years and a half?*> Why,
Sir, I believe that in fome late years there have been as many
imported into the fame Ifland within the fame period ! Sure-
ly, Sir, when Gentlemen talk fo vehemently of the fafety of
the Iflands, and- charge us with being fo indifferent to it; H
when they fpeak of the calamities of St. Dommgo, and of
fimilar dangers impending over their own heads at the prefent
Y hour, -

A
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hour, it ill becomes them to be the perfons who are crying out
Jor further importations. Tt ill becomes them to charge upon us
the crime of ftirring up Infurre@ions—upon us who aze only
adopting the very principles, which Mr. Long~which in part
sven the Legiflature of Jamaica itfelf, laid down incthe time
of danger, with an avowed view to the preventlon of any fuch
!Ahmlty ' o
- The Houfe, I am fure will eaﬁly beheve iti¢ no fmall fatis>
fa&:on to me, that. among the many arguments for prohibit=
ing the Slave Trade which crowd upon my mind; the fe:
curity of our Weft India poffeflions againft internal commo-
tions,- as well as foreign enemies, i$ among the moft promi-'
nent and moft forcibles - And here let me apply to my two
Right Honourable Friends, and afk them;, whether in'this part
“of the argument they do not fee reafbri for immiediate Abo-
lition? Why fhould you any longet-import into thofe coun-
tries that which is the very feed of Infurre@ion and rebéllion?
Why fhould you perfift in introducing thofé latent principles
of:conflagration, which if they fhould once burft forth; mayan-
mihilate in a fingle day the induftry of -an‘huhdred years ?
Why will you fubject yourfelves, with open leyes,: to the' evi-
dent and imminent rifk of a calamity, which mty throw yod
‘back a whole century in your profits, in your cultivationy it
your progrefs to the emancipation of your Slaves; and- dif*
appointing at once ‘every one of thefe:golden expeétations,
may retard not only the accomplithment of that happy fyftem.
~which I have attempted to defcribe,- but. may cut-off even
your opportunity of taking any one introduory- ftep ? Let us
begin from this time ! Let us not commit thefe itnportant
interefts to any further hazard ! Let us profecute this great
obje&t’ from this very hour! Let us vote that the Abolition
of the Slave Trade fhall be immediate, and not left to I know
not what future time or contingency! Will my Right Hon::
~Friends anfwer for the fafety of the Iflands during any ima-
ginable intervening period? Or do they think that any-littlé
advantages of the kind which they fate, can have any weight
. : ' in
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in'that feale ‘of expediency in which this great queftion oughe
undoubtedly to be tried. -

- Thus ftated, and thys alone, Sir, can it be truly ftated, to
what does the whole of my Right Honourable Friend’s argu-
ments, en-the head of expediency, amount? It amounts
but to this : —The Colonies on the one hand would have to
fruggle with fome few difficulties and difadvantages at the.
firt, Yor the fake of -obtaining on the other hand immediate
fecurity to their leading interefts ; of enfuring Sir! even their
own political exiftence ; and for the fake al(o of immediately
commencing that fyftem of progreflive improvement in the
condition of the Slaves, which is neceflary to raife them from
the ftate of brutes to that of ratienal beings, but which never
can begin until the introduion of thefe new difaffe&ted and
dangerous Africans into the fame gangs, fhall havc been
ﬁovped

- If any argument can in the flighteft degree juftify the
feverity that is now fo generally pra&ifed in the trearment of
the Slaves, it muft be the introduétion of thefe Africans. It
is the introdution of thefe Africans that renders all idea of
. Emancipation for the prefent fo chimerical ; and.the very
mention of it fo dreadful. It is the introdu&ion of thefe
Africans that keeps down the condition of all Plantation Ne-
groes. Whatever fyftem of treatment is deemed neceffary by
the Planters to be adopted towards thefe new Africans, extends
itfelf to the other-Slaves alfo; inftead therefore of deferring
the hour when you will finally put an end to importations,
vainly purpofing that the condition of your prefent Slaves
fhould previoufly be mended, you muft, in,the very firfk
inftance, ftop your importations, if you hope to introduce any
rational or pradticable plan,.either of gradual emancipation,
‘or prefent general improvement,

- Having now done with this queftion of expediency as.affeG=
ing the lflands, I come next to a propofition advanced by my
Right Honourable Friend, (Mr. Dundas,) which appeared
to intimate, that on account of fome patrimonial rights of the

Y 2 . Weft
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Weft Indians, the prohibition of the Slave Trade might be:
confidered as an invafion of their legal inheritance.

Now, in anfwer to this propofition, I muft make-two or
three remarks, which I think my Right Honourable Friend
will find fome confiderable difficulty in:anfwering :

Firft, I obferve that his argument, if it be worth any thing,
applies juft as much to gradual as immediate Abolition.. I
have no doubt, that at whatever period he fhould be difpofed
to fay, the Abolition fhould aétually take place, this defence
will equally be fet up; for itcertainly is juft as good an argu-
ment againft an Abolition feven, or feventy years hence, as
againft an Abolition at this moment. It fuppofes, we have
no right whatever to ftop the importations ; and even though
the difadvantage to our plantations, which fome Gentlemen
fuppofe to attend the meafure of immediate Abolition, thould
be admitted gradually to leflen by the lapfe of a few, years, yet
in point of principle, the abfence of all right of interference
would remain the fame. My Right Honourable Friend,
therefore, I am fure will not prefs an argument not lefs hoftile
to his propofition than to ours. But let us inveftigate the
foundation of this objection, and I will commence what I
have to fay, by putting a queftion to my Right Honourable
Friend. It is chiefly on the. prefumed ground of our being
bound by a parliamentary fanlion heretofore given to the African
Slave Trade, that this argument againft the Abolition is
refted. Does then my Right Honourable Friend, or ‘does
any man in this Houfe think, that the Slave Trade has req
ceived -apy fuch parliamentary fantion, as muft place it
more out of the jurifdiGtion of the legiflature for ever after,
than the other branches of our national commerce? I afk,
is there any one regulation of any part of our commerce,
which, if this argument be valid, may not, equally be ob-
jected to, an the ground of its affeing forhe man’s patri-
mony, fome man’s property, or fome man’s expeflations ?
Let it never be forgotten that the argument I am canvaffing
~ would be juft as ftrong, if the pofleffion affeCted were fmall,
and the pofleflors humble ; .for on every principle of juftice,
: tha
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the property of any fingle individual, or fmall number of indi-
viduals is as facred, as that of the great body of Weft In-
dians. Juftice ought to extend her protection with rigid im-
partiality to the rich and to the poor, to the powerful and te
the humble. If this be the cafe, in what a fituation does my
Right Honourable Friend’s argument place the legiflature of
Britain} What raom is left for their interference in the regu-
lation of any part of our commerce? Itis fcarcely poffible to lay
a duty on any one article, which may not when firft impofed,
be faid in fome way to affet the property of individuals, and
cven of fome entire claffes of the community., If the laws
refpecting the Slave Trade imply a contra&t for its perpetual
continuance, I will yenture to fay, there does not pafs a year

without fome a&, equally pledging the faith of parliament to
the perpetuating of fome other branch of commerce. In fhort,
I repeat my obfervation, that no new tax can be impofed,
much lefs can any probibitory duty be ever laid on any branch

trade, that has before been regulated by parliament, if this
principle be once admitted.

Before I refer to the acts of parliament by which the public
faith is faid to be pledged ; let me remark alfo, thata contra®
for the continuance of the Slave Trade, muft on the principles
which T fhall prefently infift on, have been void, even from the
beginning ; for if this trade is an outrage upon juftice, and
only another name for fraud, robbery and murder ; will any
man urge that the legiflature could pefibly by any pledge
whatever incur the obligation of being an acceflary, or I may
even fay, a principal in the commiffion of fuch enormities,
'by fanétioning their continuance? as well might an individual
think himfelf bound by a promife to commit an aflaffination.
Iam confident, Gentlemen muft fee, that our proceeding on
fuch grounds, would infringe all the principles of law, and
fubvert the very foundation of morality.

Let us now-fee, how far the a&ts themfelves fhew that thers
is this fort of parliamentary pledge to continue the African
Slave Trade. The A& of 23. Geo. I. C. 31, is that by
which we are fuppofed to be bound up by contratt to fanction

' all
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all thole horrots now fo incontrovertiby proved. How fur~
prifed then Sir, muft the Houfe be to find, that by a claufe of
their very a&, fome of thefe outrages are exprefsly forbidden !
It fays, “ No commander, or -mafter of a fhip trading to’
¢ Africa, fhall by fraud, force, or violence, or by any indi-
& re&t pra&ice whatfoever, take onboard cr carry away from
“the. coaft of Africd, any Negro, or Native of the faid
% country, or commit any violence on the Natives, to the pre-
¢ judice of the faid trade, and that every perfon {o offending,’
« fhall for every fuch offence forfeit”—When it comes to
the pemalty, forry am I'to"fay, that we fee too clofe a refem-
blance to tlie Weft India law, which inflits the payment of
30l: a8 the punithment for murdering 4 negro. - The price
of blood in Africa is 100l. but even this penalty is enough
to prove that the Act at leaft does not fan&ion, much lefs

 does it engage to perpetuate enormities ; and the whole trade

has now been demonftrated to be a mafs, a fyftem of enormi~
ties ; -of enormities which incontrover‘tibly bid defiarice no€
only to this claufe, but to every regulation which our inge-
nuity can devife, and our power carry into effe®. Nothing
can accomplith the obje of this claufe but an extin&ion of
the trade itfelf:

But, Sir, let us fee what was the motive for carrying on
the trade at all? The preamble of the At ftates it, ¢ Whereas
« the trade to and from Africa is very advantageous to Great
 Britain, and necefJary for the fupplying the Plantations and
% Colonies thereunto belonging with a fufficient number of
¢« Negroes at ‘reafonable rates, and for that purpsfe the faid
& trade fhould be carried on,” &c. — Here then we fee what

- the Parliament had in view when it paffed this a&; and I have

clearly fhewn that not one of the occafions on which it ground-
€d its proceedings now exifts. 1 may then plead, I think, the
very actitfelf as an argument for the Abolition. Ifitis fhewn,
that iriftead of being « very advantageous,” to Great Btitdin,
this trade is the moft deftru@ive that can well be imagiried ta

. her interefts ; that it is the ruin of our feamen; that it ftops

the extenfion of our manufaltures.—If it is proved in the
' fecond
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fecond placé that it is not now neceffary for the © {upplying
s¢ our Plantations with Negroes ;”.if it is further eftablithed
that this traffick was from. the very.beginning contrary to the
firft principles of juftice, and confequently that a pledge for
its continuance, had ome been attempted to have been given,
muft have been completely and abfolutely void—where then
in this A& of Parliament is' the contraé te be foand, by which
Britain is bound, as.fhe is faid to be,. pever to liften to her
ewn true interefts, and to the cries of the Natives of Africa?
s it not cléar ‘that all argument, founded -on the fuppefed
pledged faith of Parliament, makes sgainft thofe. who employ
it? I refer you to the principles which obtain. in other cafes.
Every Trade A& fhews undoubtedly that the Legiflacare s
ufed to paya tender regard to .all. clafiss of the commiunity.
But if for the fake of moral duty, of ndtional honour; or even
of great political advantage, it is thought right, by authority
of Parliament, to alter any long eftablithed fyftem, Parliament
is competent to do it. The Legiflature will ‘undoubtedly be
careful .to fubje&t individuals to as. little iriconvenience as
poflible ;.and if any peculiar hardfhip fhould arife, that caa
be diftin&ly ftated, and fairly pleaded, . there will ever, I am
fure, bewn liberal feeling towards them in the Legiflature of
this .country, which is the guardian of all who live under its
prote&tion.. On the: prefent occafion, . the .moft powerful
confiderations call upon us-to Abolifh the Slave Trade; and
if we refufe to attend to them on the alleged grqund of
pledged faith and contradt, we fhall depart as widely from
the pra@ice of Parliamént, as from the path of moral duty.
If indeed there is any cafe- of bardfhip, which comes within
the proper cognizance of Parliament, and calls for the exercife
of its liberality,—well | * But fuch a 'cafe muft be referved
for.calm confidetation, as a matter diftinct from the prefcnt_
queftion.

I beg pardon. for dwcllmg fo long on the argument of ex-
_pediency, and on the manger in which it affeits the Weft
Indies.. I have been carnied away by my own feelings on
fome .of thefe points into a greater-length than I intended,
. efpecially

- n
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efpetially confidering how fully the fubje@ has been dlready

-argued. The refult of all I have faid, is, that there exifts no

impediment, no obftacle, no thadow of reafonable objedtiornt
on the ground of pledged faith, or even on that of national
expediency; to the Abolition of this trade. On the contrary, all
the arguments drawn from thofe fources plead for it, and they
plead much more loudly, and much more ftrongly in every
part-of the queftion, for an immediate, than for a gradual
Abolition. ) _

But now, Sir, I come to Africa. That is the ground on
which I reft, and here it is that I fay my Right Honourable
Friends do not carry their principles to their full extent.—
‘Why o,ru,ghi the Slave Trade to be abolithed ? BEcAUsE 1T
1s INCURABLE INJusTICE. How much ftronger then is the
argument for immediate, than gradual abolition! By allowing
it to continue even for one hour, do not my Right Honourable
Friends weaken—do not they defert, their own argument of
its injuftice ?- If on the ground of injuftice it ought to be
abolithed at laft, why ought it not now ! Why is injuftice
to be fuffered to remain for a fingle hour # From what I hear
without doors, it is evident that there is a general conviftion
entertained of its being far from juft, and from that very con«
viGtion of its injuftice, fome men have been led, I fear, to

- the fuppofition, that the Slave Trade never could. have been

permitted to begin, but from fome ftrong and irrefiftible ne-
ceffity ; a neceffity, howevery" which if it was fancied to exift
at firft, I have fhewn cannot be thought by any man whatever
to exift now. This plea of neceffity, thus prefumed, and
prefumed, as I fufpedt, from the circumftance of injuftice
itfelf, has caufed a fort of acquiefcence in the continuance of
this evil. Men have beén led to place it among the rank of
thofe neceffary evils, which are fuppofed to be the lot of
human creatures, and to be permitted to fall upon fome coun-
tries or 'individuals, rather than upon others, by that Bemg,
whofe ways are infcrutable to us, and whofe difpenfations, it
is conceived, we ought not to look into. The origin of evil
is indeed a fubject beyond the reach of human underftandings ;

and
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and the permiffion of it by the Supreme Being, is a fubje&t
into which it belongs not to us to inquire. But where the
evil in queftion is a moral evil which a mari can fcrutinize,
and where that moral evil has its origin with ourfelves, let us
not imagine that we can clear our ¢onfciences by this general,
not to fay irreligious and impious way of laying afide the quef-
tion. If wereflet at all on this fubjzCt, we muft fe€ that every
neceflary evil fuppofes that fome other and greater evil would
be incurred were it removed : I therefore defire to afk, what
can be that greater evil, which can be ftated to overbalance
the one in queftion ?—1 know “of no evil that ever has exifted,
nor can imagine one to exift, worfe than tbe tearing of SEVENTY
OR EIGHTY THOUSAND PERSONS annually from their native
land, by a combination of the civilized nations, inhabiting the
mof? enlightened quarter of the globes but more cfpecially under
the fanttion of the laws of that nation, which calls her[elf the
moft free and the moft happy of them all. Even if thefe
miferable beings were proved guilty of every crime before you
take them off, of which however nota fingle proof is adduced, -
ought we to take upon ourfelves the office of executioners ?
And even if we condefcend fo far, ftill can we be juftified in
taking them, unlefs we have clear proof that they are
criminals ? '

But if we go much further,—if we ourfelves tempt them to
fell their fellow-creatures to us, we may reft aflured, that they
will take care to provide by every method, by kidnapping; by

- village-breaking, by unjuft wars, by iniquitous condemna-
. tions, 'by rendering Africa a fcene of bloodthed and mifery, 4
fupply of vi&ims increafing in proportion to our demand.—Can
we then hefitate in deciding whether the wars in Africa are
their wars or ours? It was our arms in the River Cameroon
put into the hands of the Trader, that furnithed him with the
means of puthing his trade; and I have no more doubt that
they are Britith arms, put into the hands of Africans, which
promote univerfal war and defolation, than I can doubt their

having done fo in that individual inftance.
Z 1 have
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I have thewn how great is the enormity of this evil, ever:
on the fuppofition that we take only convi@s and prifoners
of war. But take the fubject in the other way; take it on
the grounds ftated by the Right Honourable Gentleman over
the way; and how does it ftand? Think of EIGHTY THOU-
sAND perfons carried away out of their country by we know not
what means! For crimes imputed! For light or inconfider-
able faults! For debt perhaps ! For the crime of witchcraft ¥
Or a thoufand other weak and fcandalous pretexts! Befides
all the fraud and kidnapping, the villainies and perfidy, by
which the Slave Trade is fupplied. Refle&t on thefe eighty

thoufand perfons thus annually taken off! There is fomethmg
in the horror of it, that furpafles all the bounds of i imagina-
tion. Admitting that there exifts in Afiica fomething like:
to Courts of Juftice ; yet what an office of humiliation and
meannefs is it in us, to take upon ourfelves to carry into:
execution the partial, the cruel, iriquitous fentences of fuch
Courts, as if we alfo were ftrangers to all religion, and to
the firft principles of juftice. But that country, it is faidy
has beer in fome degree civilized, and civilized by us. Itis
faid they have gained fome knowledge of the principles of
juftice. 'What, Sir, have they gained principles of juftice
from us? Is their civilization brought about by us!!!—Yes,

we give them enough of our intercourfe to convey to them the- .

means, and to initiate them in the ftudy of mutual deftruétion..
We give them juft enough of the forms of juftice to enable-

them to add the pretext of legal trials to their other modes of”

perpetrating the moft atrocious iniquity. We give them
juft enough of European improvements, to enable them the
more effeCtually to turn Africa into a ravaged wildernefs.
Some evidences fay, that the Africans are addited to the

practice of gambling; that they even fell their wives and °

children, and ultimately themfelves. Are thefe then the le-
gitimate fources of Slavery? Shall we pretend that we can
thus acquire an honeft right to exa& the labour of thefe
people ! Can we pretend that we have a right to carry away
to dxﬂ'ant regions, men of whom we know nothing by authen-

tic inquiry,
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“tic inquiry, and of whom there is every reafonable prefumption
to think, that thofe who fell them to us, have no right to do fo.
But the evil does not ftop here. I feel that there is not
time for me to make all the remarks which the fubjet de-
ferves, and I refrain from attempting to enumerate half the
dreadful confequences of this fyftem. Do you think nothing
of the ruin and the miferies in which fo many. other indivi-
duals, ftill remaining in Africa, are involved in confequence
of carrying off fo ,many myriads of people? Do you think

nothing of their families which are left behind ! Of the con-

nefltions which are broken ? Of the friendfhips, attachments,

and relationthips that are burft afunder? Do you think no-

thing of the miferies in confequence, that are felt from gene-
ration to generation? Of the privation of that happinefs which
might be communicated to them by the introduction of civi-’
lization, and of mental-and moral improvement? A hap- "

pinefs which you with-hold from them fo long as you permit
“the Slave Trade to continue. What do you yet know of the
internal ftate of Africa? You have carried on a Trade to that
quarter of the globe from this civilized and enlightened coun-

try ; but fuch a trade, that inftead of diffufing either knowledge
or wealth, it has been the check to every laudable purfuit.

Inftead of any fair interchange of commodities; inftead of

conveying to them from this highly favoured land, any means

of improvement, you carry with you that noxious plant by
which every thing is withered and blafted; under whofe

fhade nothing that is ufeful or profitable to Africa will ever

flourith or take root. Long as that continent has been
known to navigators, the extreme line and boundaries of its

coafts is.all with which Europe is yet become acquainted ;
while other countries in the fame parallel of latitude through

a happier fyftem of intercourfe have reaped the bleffings of a

mutually beneficial commerce. But as to the whole interior
of that Continent you are, by.your own principles of com-
merce, as yet entirely fhut out: Africa is known to you

only in its fkirts. Yét even there you are able to infufe a
poilon that fpreads its contagious effects from one end of
Z2 it
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it to the other, which penetrates to its very centre, corrupt=

ing every part to which it reaches. You there fubvert the
whole order of nature; you aggravate every natural barbari-
ty, and furnith to every man living on that Continent, mo-
tives for committing, under the name and pretext of Com=
merce, alts of perpetual vno]ence and perfidy agamﬁ his
neighbour. )

‘Thus, Sir, has the perverfion of Britifh commerce carried
mifery inftead of happinefs to one whole quarter of the globe,
Falfe to the very principles of trade, mifguided in our policy,
and unmindful of our duty, what aftonithing—I had almoft
faid, what irreparable mifchief, have we brought upen that
Continent ! I wculd apply this thought to the prefent
‘queftion—How fhall we ever repair this mifchief! How fhall
" we hope to obtain, if it be poflible, forgivenefs from Heaven
for thofe enormous evils we have committed, if we refufe to
make ufe-of thofe means which the mercy of Providence hath
ftill referved to us for wiping away the guilt and thame with
which we are now covered. If we refufe even this degree of
compenfatian, if knowing the miferies we have caufed, we
refule even now to put a ftop to them, how greatly aggravated
will be the guilt of Great Britain! and what a blot will the
-hiﬁory of thefe tranfaions for ever be in the hiftory of this

country ! Shall we then DELAY to repair thefe injuries, and
to begin rendering this juftice to Africa? Shall we not count
the days and hours that are fuffered to intervene and to delay
the accomphfhmcnt of fuch awork ! Reflet what an immenfe
obJe& is before you — what an object for a nation to have in
view, and to have a profpe®, under the favour of Providence,
of being now permitted to attain! I think the Houfe will
agree with me in cherifking the ardent wifh to enter without
delay, upon the mealures necellary for thefe great ends; and
I am fure that the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade
_is the firft, the principal, the moft indifpenfable a& of policy,
of duty, and of juftice, that the Legiflature of this country
has to take, if it is indged their with to fecure thofe important
objeéts
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objeds to which T have alluded, and which we are bound to .
puriue by the moft folemn obligations.

There is, however, one argument fet up as an univerfal
anfwer to every thing that can be urged on our fide; whe-
ther we addrefs ourlelves to Gentlemens underftandings, or
to their hearts and confciences. It is neceflary I fhould re-
move this formidable objedtion; for though not often ftated
in diftinét terms, I fear it is one which has a very wide in-
fluence. The Slave Trade fyftem, it is fuppofed, has taken
fo deep root in Africa, that it is abfurd to think of its being
eradicated ; and the Abolition of that fhare of trade carried
on by Great Britain (and efpecially if her example is not fol-
lowed by other powers) is likely to be of very little fervice.
Give me leave to fay in anfwer to fo dangerous an argu-
ment, that we ought to be extremely fure indeed of the af-
fumption on which it refts, before we venture to rely on its
validity ; before we decide that an evil which we ourfelves
contribute to 1nfli€t is incurable, and on that very plea, re-
fufe to defift from bearing our part in the fyftem which pro-
ducesit, You are not fure, it is faid, that other nations will
give up the trade, if you fhould renounce it. I anfwer, if
this trade is as criminal as it is aflerted to be, or if it has in
it a thoufandth parf of -the criminaljty, which I, and others,
after thorough inveftigation of the fubject, charge upon it;
GOD forbid that we fhould hefitate in determining to relin-
quifh fo iniquitous a traffic; even though it fhould be re-
tained by other countries. GOD forbid, however, that we
fheuld fail to do our utmolt towards inducing other countries
to abandon a bloody commerce which they have probably
been in good meafure led by our example to puifue. GOD .
forbid that we fhould be capable of withing to arrogate to
ourfelves the glory of being fingular in renouncing it !

I tremble at the thought of Gentlemens indulging them-
felves in this argument (an argument as pernicious as it is fu-
tile) which I am combating. "« We are friends,” fay they,
¢ to humanity. We are fecond to none of you in our zeal for
f¢ the good of Africa,—but the French will not abolifh,—the

- ¢ Dutch
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<« Dutch will not abolith. We wait therefore on prudential
« principles till they join us, or fet us an example.”

How, Sir! Is 'this enormous evil ever to be eradicated,
if every nation is thus prudentially to wait till the concurrence
of all the world fhall have been obtained ?—Let me remark
too, that there i$ no nation in Europe that has, on the one hand,
plunged fo deeply into this guilt as Britain; or that is fo
likely, on the other, to be looked up to as an example, if the
fhould have the manlinefs to be the firft in decidedly renouncing
it. But, Sir, does not this argument apply a thoufand times
more ftrongly in a contrary way ? How much mgre juftly may
other nations point to us, and fay, “ Why fhould we abolith
¢« the Slave Trade, when Great Britain has not abolifhed ?—
¢« Britain, free as fhe is, juft and honourable as’ the is, and
¢ deeply alfo involved as fhe is in this commerce above all
¢ nations, not only has not abolithed, dut has rcfufed to
< abolifb.—She has inveftigated it well ; fhe has gained the
¢« completeft infight into its nature and effes ; fhe has col-
¢ lected volumes of evidence on every branch of the fubject.
« Her Senate has deliberated —has deliberated again and
¢ again—and what is the refult ? She has gravely and folemnly
¢« determined to fanction the Slave Trade. She fanétions it at
¢ leaft for a while—her Legiflature therefore, it is plain, fees
“ no guiltin it, and has thus furnifhed us with the ftrongeft
< evidence that fhe can furnith,—of the juftice unqueftionably,
“ —and of the policy alfo, in a certain meafure and in certain
< cafes at leaft, of permitting this traffick to continue.”

This, Sir, is the argument with which we furnith the
other Nations of Europe, if We again refufe to put an end
to the Slave Trade. Inftead therefore of imagining, that by
chufing to prefume on their continuing it, we fhall have
exempted ourfelves from guilt, and have transferred the whole
criminality to them; let us rather refle& that on the very
principle urged againft us, we fhall henceforth have to an-
fwer for their crimes, as well as our own. We have ftrong
reafons to believe that it depends upon us, whether other
countries will perfift in this blaody trade or not. Already

‘we
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* we have fuffered one year to pafs away, and now that the
queftion is renewed, a propofition is made for gradual, with
the view of preventing immediate abolition. I know the
difficulty that exifts in attempting to reform long-eftablithed
abufes ; and I knaow the danger arifing from the argument in
favour of delay, in the cafe of evils which neverthelefs are
thought too enormous to be borne, when confidered as per-
petual. But by propofing fome other period than the pre-
fent, by prefcribing fome condition, by waiting for fome
contingency, or by refufing to proceed till a thoufand fa-
vourable circumftances umte together ; perhaps until we
- obtain the general concurrence of Europe ; (a concurrence
which I believe never yet took place- at the commencement
of any one improvement in policy or in morals) year after
year efcapes, and the moft enormous evils go uaredrefled.
We fee this abundantly exemplified, not only in public, but
- in private life. = Similar obfervations have been often applied
to the cafe of perfonal reformation. If you go into the fireet
it is a chance but the firft perfon who crofles you is one,
-« Vivendi re@e qui prorogat horam.” We may wait ; we
may delay to crofs the ftream before us, till it has run down ;
but we fhall wait for ever, for the river will ftill flow on,
without being exhaufted. We fhall be no nearer the obje&
which we profefs to have in view, fo long as the ftep, which
alone can bring us to it, is not taken. Until the actual, the
only remedy is applied, we ought neither to flatter ourfelves
that we have as yet thoroughly laid to heart the évil we
affect to deplore ; nor that there is as yet any reafonable
affurance, of its being brought to an a&ual termination.

It has alfo been occafionally urged, that there is fomething
in the difpofition and nature of the Africans themfelves, which
renders all profpect of civilization on that continent extremely
unpromifing. ¢ It has been known” (fays Mr. Frazer, in
his evidence) ¢ that a boy has been put to death, who was
refufed to be purchafed as a flave.” This fingle flory was
deemed by that Gentleman a fufficient proof of the barbarity
of the Africans, and of the inutility of abolithing the Slave

T'rade.
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Trade. My Honourable Friend, however, has told you,
that this boy had previoufly run away from his mafter three
feveral times 5 that the mafter had to pay his value according
to the cuftom of his country, every time he was brought
back; and that partly from anger at the boy for runninz
away fo frequendly, and partly to prevent a fhll further re-
petition of the fame expenfe, he determined to put him to
death.—Such was the explanation of the ftory given in the
crofs examination. This, Sir, is the fignal inftance that has
been dwelt up:)n of African babarity—This Sfiican, we ad-
mit, was uncnlightened, and altogether barbarous: but let us
now afk what would a ervilized and enlightened Weft Indian, or
a body of Weft Indians, have done in any cafe of a parallel
nature }—1I will quote you, Sir, a law, pafled in the Weft
Indies, in the year 1722; which, in turning over the book I
bappened juft now to caft my eye upon; by which law, this
very fame crime of running away, is, by the legiflature of the
ifland—by the grave and deliberate fentence of that enlighten -
ed legiflature, punifbed with death: and this, not in the cafe
only, of the third oftence, but even in the very fir/ inftance.

"It is enafted  that if any Negro, or other flave fhall with-

« draw -himfelf from his mafter, for the term of fix months ;
s or any flave that was abfent, thall not retura within that time
it fhall be adjudged felony, and every fuch perfon thall fuffer
¢ death.” There is alfo another Weft Indian law, by which
every Negro’s hand is armed againtt his fellow-negroes, by his
being authorized to kill a runaway Slave, and even having
a reward held out to him for doing fo. Let the Houfe now
contraft the two cafes. Let them afk themfelves which of
the two exhibits the greater barbarity ?—Let them refle&,
with a little cander and liberality, whether on the ground of
any of thofe faéts, and loofe infinuations as to the facrifices
to be met with in the evidence, they can poflibly reconcile
to themfelves the excluding of Africa from all means of civi-
lization ? Whether they can poffibly vote for the continuance
of the Slave Trade upon the principle, that the Africans have
thewn themfelves to be a race of incorrigible barbarians ?

I hope,
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1 hope, therefore, we fhall hear no more of the moral im-
poflibility of civilizing the Africans, nor have our under-
ftandings and gonfciences again infulted, by being called upon to
fan&ion the Slave Trade, until other nations fhall have fet
the example of abolifhing it. While we have been deliberat-
ing upon the fubje®, one nation, not ordinarily taking the
Jead in politics, nor by any means remarkable for, the boldnefs
of its councils, has determined on a gradual .Abolition; a _
determination, indeed, which, fince it. permits for a time
the exiftence of the Slave Trade, would be an unfortunatg
pattern for our imitation. France, it is faid, will take up the
Trade, if we relinquith it. 'What?- Is it fuppofed that i the
prefent fituation of St. Domingo, of an Hland whxg:h ufed to
take three,fourths of all the Slaves required by tl the Colqmes
of France, fhe, of all countries; will think of tak;pg itup?
‘What countries remain? The Portuguefe, the Dutch, and the
Spaniards. Of thofe countries let me declare it is my opinion, -
that if they fee us renounce the Trade, after full deliberation,
they will not be difpofed, even on principles of palicy, to rufh -
further into it.—But I fay more: How are they to furnifh the
Capital neceflary for carrying it on? If there is any aggrava. -
tion of our-guilt, in this wretched bufinefs, greater than
another,, it is that we have flooped to be the carriers of thefe
miferable beings from Africa to the Weft Indies for all the
ether powers of Europe. And now, Sir, if we retire from
the Trade altogether, I afk Where is that fund which is to
be raifed at once by other nations, equal to the purchafe of 30
or 40,000 Slaves? A fund, which if we rate them at 40].
or 50l. each, cannot make a capital of lefs than a million and
a half, or two.millions of money. From what branch of
their commerce is it that thefe European nations will draw
sogether a fund to feed this monfter ?—T o keep alive this deteflable
commerce >—And even if they thould make the attempt, will
not that immenfe Chafm, which muft mﬁandy be created in
the other parts of their trade, from which this vaft capital muf}
be withdrawn in order to fupply the Slave Trade, be filled
wp by yourfelves7—Will not thefe brauches of commercg _

Aa wM



et AN
(% )

tvhich they muft leave, and from which they muft withdraw
their induftry and their capitals, in order to apply them to the
Slave Trade, be then taken up by Britith merchants *—Will
you not éven in this cafe, find your capital flow into thefe
deferted channels ?—~Will not your capital be tutned from the
Slave Trade to that natural'and inmocent commerce fromwhich
they muft withdraw their capitals in proportior as they take up
fhc traffick in the fleth and blood of their fellow-creatures ?

* The Committee fees, I truft, how little ground of objec-
tion to our propoﬁnon there is in thxs part of our advexfanes
argument .

‘Having now detained the Houfe fo long, all that I will
further a&d fhall be on that important fubje&, the civi-
Fizatibn of Africa, which I have already thewn that I con-
fider as the leading feature in this queftion. - Grieved am I
fo think that' there fhould be 2 fingle perfon in this coun-
try, much more that there fhould be'a fingle member in
the Britith Parliament, who can look on the prefent- dark
uncultivited “and’ uncivilized flate of that continent, as-e
ground for contmumg the Shve Trade,—as a ground not
only for refufing to dttempt the improvement of ‘Aftica, but
- &ven for hindering and intercepting every ray'of light which
might othérwife break in upon her,—as a grbtmd for re-
fufitg to hér the common chance and the common means,
with which other mations have been bleffed, of emergmg from
their mative barbanﬁn
¢ Here, as in every other branch of this extenfive queftion,

the | argument of our adverfmes pleads againft them; for,
' fn rely,’ ‘Sir, the prefent deplorable ftate &f Africa, efpecnally
whcn we reflet that her chief calamities are to be afcribed
To s, calls for our generous aid, rather than juftifies any
&fﬁl* oh our part of hét recovery, and flill lefs any furs
thei' repetition of our injurfes. :

I T'will ot ‘much longer fatigue the attention of the Houfe ;

but this potht ‘has impreffed ftfelf fo deeply on my mind, that I
tmuft trouble the Committee with a few additional obfervations.
Ate we juftificd, I afk; on any one ground of theory, of
f.. N ’ A b’
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by any one inftance tq be found in the hiftory of the world,
from its very beginning to this day, in forming the fuppo-
fition which I am now combating? Are we juftified in fup~
pofing that the particular pra&tice which we encourage in
Africa, of men’s felling each other for flaves, is any fymptom
of a barbarifm that.js incurable? Are we juftified in.fup-
pofing that even the praice of offering up human fagrifices
proves a total incapacity fog eivilization? I believe it will
be found (and perhaps much more generally -than is fupe
pofed) that both the trade in flaves, and the flill more fa-
vage cuftom of offering human facnﬁccs, obtained in former
periods, throughout many of thofe nations which now, by
the bleffings of Providence, and by a long progreffion of im-
provements, are advanced the fartheft in civilization. I be«
lieve, Sir, that, if we will refle& an inftant, we thall find .
that this obfervation comes directly home to our swn felves ;,
and that, on the fame ground on which we now are difpofed
to profcribe Africa for ever, from all poflibility of improve-~
ment, we ourfelves might, in like manner, have beén pro.
fcribed and for ever thut out from all the bleflings which we
now enjoy,

There was a time, Sir, which it may be fit fometimes to
revive: in the remembrance of our countrymen, when even
human facrifices are faid to have been offered in this ifland.
But I would peculiarly obferve on this day, for it is a cafe
precifely in point, that the very practice of the Slave Trade
once prevailed among us.  Slaves, as we may read in Henry’s
Hiftory of Great Britain, were formerly an eflablifbed article of
OUR exports. “ Great numbers,” he fays,  were exported like
 cattle, from the Britith coaft, and were to be feen expofed
¢ for fale in the Roman market.” It does not diftinély ap-
pear, by what means they were procured ; but there was un-
quettionably no fmall refemblance, in this particular point, be=
tween the cafe of our anceffors and that of the prg/mt wretched
natives of Africa~for the hiftorian tells you that ¢ adultery,
“ witcheraft and debt were probably fome of the chief fources
« of fupplying the Roman market with Britifth Slaves—thag
« pnfom:rs taken in war were added to the number—and that

Aaa2 ¢ there +
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% there might e among them fome unfortunate ' gameficrs
« who, after having loft all their goods, at length ftaked
¢ themfelves, their wives, and their children.”* Every one of
thele fources of ﬂavery has been ftated, and almoft precifely
in'the fame terms, to be at this hour a fource of flavery in
Africa. And thefe circumftances, Sir, with a fohtary inftance
or two of human facrifices, furnith the alleged proofs, that
Africa labours under a natural incapacity fo_i' civilization ;
that it is enthufiafm and fanatxc:fmlto think that fhe can ever
enjoy the knowledge and the morals of Europe ; that Provi-
dence never intended her to rife above a ftate of barbanfm :
that Providence has irrevocably doomed her to be only a nurfery
_ for Slaves for us free and civilized Europeans. Allow of this
principle, as applied to Africa, and I fhould be glad to know
why it might not alfo have been applied to ancient ana uncivi-
lized Britain, Why might not fome Roman Senator, reafoning
on the principles of fome Honourable Gentlemen, and point-
ing to Britifp Barbarians, have predicted with cqual boldnefs
& There is a people that will never rife to cxvxlnzatlon—tbere
¢ is a people deftined never to be free—a people without the
& underﬁandmg neceffary for the attainment of ufeful arts ;
¢ deprefled by the hand of nature below the level of the
¢ human fpecies ; and created to form a fupply of Slaves for
« the reft of the world.” Might not this have been faid,
according to the principles, which we now hear ftated in all
refpects as fairly and as truly of Britain herfelf, at that period
of her hnﬁory, as it can now be faid by us of the inhabitants
of Africa?

We, Sir, have long ﬁnce emerged from barbarifm-——we have
almoft forgotten that we were once barbanans-—-wc are now
raifed to a fituation which exhibits a ftriking contraft to every
circumftance, by which a Roman mlght have chara&erifed us,
and by which we now chara@erize Africa.: There is mdeed
one ‘thing wanting to complete the contraft, and to clear us
altogether from the imputation of a&mg even to this hour as
Barbarians ; for we contmue to this hour a barbarous traf-

-~ fick in Slaves we contmue it even yet'in fpite of all our
- o ' great
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great and undeniable pretenfions to civilization, We ware
once as obfcure among the nations of the earth, as favage
in our manners, as debafed in eur morals, as degraded in
our underftandings, as thefe unhappy Africans are at pre~
fent. But in the lapfe of a long feries of years, by a pro-

greflion flow, and for. a time, almoft imperceptible, we
have become nch in a variety of acquirements, favoured
sbove meafure in the gifts of Providence, unrivalled in com .
merce, pre-eminent in arts, foremoft in the purfuits of phi-’
lofophy and fcience, and eftablifhed in all the bleflings of
civil focxety We are in the poﬁ'eﬁion of peace, of happinefsy
and of liberty; we-are under the guidance of a mild and be-
mﬁcent religion ; and we are prote&ed by lmpartxal laws, and

the pureft admmiﬁ'ratton of juftice : we are living under 3 ~~

fyftem of government, whxch our own happy experience leads
us to pronounce, the beft and wgfe& which has ever yet been
framed; a fyftem which has become the admiration of the
world. From all thefe bleflings, we muﬁ for ever have been
fhut out; had there been any truth in thofe prinm?!es whlcb
fome Gerntlemen have not hefitated to lay down as apphcable
to the cafe of Africa.—Had thofe pringiples becn true, we
ourfelves had languifhed to this hour in that miferable ftate of
ignorance, brutality, and degradation, in which hiftory proves.
our anceftors to have been immerfed. Had other nations
adopted thefe principles in their conduét towards us 3 had other
nations applied to Great Britain the reafoning which fome of
the Senators of this very Ifland now apply to Africa,—ages
might have pafled without our emerging from barbarifm ; and
we who are enjoying the bleflings of Britith civilization, of
Britith laws, and Britith liberty, might, at this hour, have
been little fuperior, either in morils, in knowledge, or re-
finement, to the rude inhabitants of the Coaft of Guinea.

If then we feel fhat this perpetual confinement in the fetters
of brutal 1guoran¢e, would have been the greateft calamtty
which could have befallen us; if we view with gratitude and
exultation the comraﬁ: between the pecuhar bleflings we enjoy,

: and
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and the wretchednefs of the ancient inhabitants of Britainy—
if we fhudder to think of the mifery which would ftill have
overwhelmed us, had Great Britain continued to the prefent
times to be the mart for Slaves to the more civilized nations
of the world, through fome cruel policy of theirs, GOD for~
bid that we fhould any longer fubje& Africa to the fame dréad-
ful fcourge, and preclude the light of knowledge, which has
reached every other quarter of the glebe, from having ac-
cefs to her coafts. ‘

I truft we fhall no longer continue this commerce, to the
deftru&ion of every improvement on that wide Continent; and
thall not confider ourfelves as conferring too great a boon, in
reftoring its inhabitants to the rank of human beings. I truft
we fhall not think ourfelves too liberal, if, by Abolifhing the
$lave Trade, we give them the fame common chance of
civilization with other parts of the world, and that we fhall now
allow to Affica the opportunity—~the hope —the profpe¢t of
attaining to the {ame bleflings which we ourfelves, through the
favourable difpenfations of Divine Providence, have been per-
mitted, at a much more early period, to enjoy. If we liften
to the voice of reafon and duty, and purfue this night the line
of conduét which they prefcribe, fome of us may live to feo
a reverfe of that picture, from which we now turn our eyes
with fhame and regret. We may live to behold the Natives of
Africa, engaged in the calm occupations of induftry, in the pur-
" fuits of a juft 2nd legmmate commerce., We may behoid the
beams of fcience and philofophy breaking in upon their land,
which at fome happy period in flill later times may blaze with
full luftre; and joining their influence to that of pure re-

‘Jigion, may illuminate and invigorate the moft diftant ex-

tremities of that immenfe continent. Then may we hope

‘that even Africa (though laft of all the quarters of the globe)

fhall enjoy at length in the evening of her days, thofe blef-
fings which have defcended fo plentifully upon us in a much
earlier period of the world. Then alfo will Europe, partici=

" pating in her improvement and profperity, receive an ample

L\

recompenfe for the tardy kindnefs, (if kindnefs it ¢an be
' called)
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called) of no longer bindering that continent from extricating
herfelf out of the darknefs which, in other more fortunate
regions, has been fo much more fpeedily difpelled.

Nos primus equis oriens afflavit anhelis ;
Ili fera rubens accendst lumina vefper.

Then, Sir, may be applied to Africa, thofe words eriginally
ufed indeed with a different view :

His demuth exaétis
Devenere locos letos, et amana vireta
Fortunatorum nemorum, fedefgue beatas ;
Largior hic campos Zther ot lumine ve j.’xt
Purpureo :

. It is in this view, Sir,—it is an atonement for our long and
cruel mjuﬁ:ce towards Africa, that the meafure propofed by
my Honourable Friend moft forcibly recommends itfelf to my
mind. The great -and happy change to be expected in the
ftate of her inhabitants, is of all the various and important
benefits of the Abolition, in my eftimation, incomparably the
moft extenfive and important.

I fhallvote, Sir, againft the adjournment; and I fhall alfo
oppofe to the utmoft every propofition, which in any way may
tend either to prevent, or. even to poftpone for an hour, the

“total Abolition of the Slave Trade: a meafure which, on all
the various grounds which I have ftated, we are bound, by
the moft prefling and indifpenfible duty, to adopt.

: .
N

SR WiLriam Doreen, Chairman of the Committee,
then faid, that the Motion eriginally made, was, ¢ That it is
< the opinion of this Committee, that the Trade carried on by
¢ Britith fubje@s for the purpofe of obtaining Slaves on the

¢¢ Conft of Africa, ought te be abolifhed:” fiace which it

had
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had been moved, that the word, ¢ gradually,” fhould be in-
ferted after the words, * ought te be,” and before the word,
¢ abolifhed ;”* and that finte moving the above amendmetit,
"2 motion had been made for the Chairman now to leave the
Chair. The queftion which he liad to put therefore; was,
« That the Chairman fhould now leave the Chair.”” On
which the Committee having divided, o
The Ayes were - = - = - 85
Noes - - - = = = = = 234
Majority againft Mi. Jenkinfon’s Motion, that
the Chairman fhould leave the Chair, - 147

~ 81k Wirrram DorBEN then put the Queftion, that the
word, ¢ gradually,” fhould be inferted in Mr. Wilberfor¢e’s
Motion. The Committee having divided, '
The Ayes, (for inferting the word
-« gradually,”) were « - - 193
‘The Noes, (againft agreeing that the Abo-
lition fhould be gradual) were 13§
L
Majority in favour of gradual Abolition, rather
than an immediate orie, - + + - - 68
L —— ]

The Cuairman then put the amended Queftion, vig.
« That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the Trade
« carried on by Britith Subje@s for the purpofe of obtaining
« Slaves on the Coaft of Africa, ought to be gradually
“¢ abolithed.” The Committee having divided,

The Ayes (for a graluél Abolitior,) weie - 230
‘The Noes (againft any Abolition,) wete - - 85
Majority for agreeing to a gradual Abolition, - 14§
- ]

The
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" %F1ié Houle bay%ng on the” 55t of, Aprt réfélved ieelf In

5 ‘the fam¢ Committee, S’ ’ﬁxﬁ" leLBEN being i m ~

e Chair, the Rxghe-' ourable Mr, Dynpas moved,
That it fhall“fiot be' lawfll. 1o import any. African Ne-

“ groes into any Britith Colomes or Plan m Ships

| o< dwied of ‘ayigated By Bfichh' Subfedts, 'at any time after

%€ the Firlt Daydf.Jarflary, 1800:” -~ =~ -

" Upon whith Lorp. MORNINGTON moved, as an Amcnd-
ment, that the year “1793,” be fubftitited in the place of
the year « 18500

After a long debate, the Committee having dtiided, the

Ayes in favour of Lord Mornington’s amendment were, 109
Nms, - - e . e = - - - - o ® - ) 4 58

Majority againft abolifhing the Slave Trade
on January 1, 1793y, = - = = = = 49

[ —— ]
' f——— — — ——— — ]

On the 28th of April, the Houfe having again refolved
itfelf into the fame Commiittee, Mr. BEauroy being in the
Chair, the Right Honourable Mr. DuNpAs again moved,
“ That it fhall nof by lawful to impore any African Negroes
“ into any Britifh Colonfes or Plantations, in Ships owned
“ or navigated by’ Britith Subjes, at any time aftcr the
« Firft Day of January, 1800.”

Upon which Lord Mornington moved as an amcndment,

That the year « 1795” be fubflituted in the place of the
year 1800.

« The Committee, after a long debate having divided, the

Ayes, in favour of Lord Mornington’s amendment, were 121
" Noesy = = = = = = = o = = = = = = 161
e

sy

Majority againft abolithing the Slave Trade
in the year 1795, - - - = « = 40
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8 Enwanp KNATCHBULL then moved, that, ;he,;mr

“ 1796,! {houlc} bc fubﬁntuted m the B of the ?ar\

lu SIITIR]

“ 1800.” Ly TR
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- The Comrmttee having divitlcd tbc e -.' e

Ayes, in favour of er E. Knatchbull’s amendmcnt, were ISy
Noes = = = = v g 2 = = - =/~ 132

MaJonty in favour of Sir E Kpatchbull’s amen& . o
ment for abolifhing the Slave Trade on. ;hc )

Fxrﬁof January,1796, B L (]
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