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In purfuance of the A of Parliament
incorporating the Sterra Lrong Com-
PANY, the following thirtcen Gentlemen
have been chofen Directors Jor the prefent
Year.

Henry THorNTON, Efg. M. P,
Chairman. '
PuiLie Sansom, Efg. Dep. Chairman.
Sir CHARLES MippLETON, Bart.
Sir GEorGE Young, Knt. .
WiLLiam WiLBERrFORCE, Efg. M. P.
Rev. THomas CLaRrKsON.
Josern HarbcasTLE, Efq.
Joun KinGsTon, Efq. '
SAMUEL PaRkeg, Efq.
GRrRANVILLE Suarpe, Efq.
WiLLiaM Sanprorp, Efg.
VICKERIS Tavvror, Efq.
Grorce WoLrr, Efq.

4t a Court of Direttors of the S1eRRA LEONE Coxze
PANY, beld on Wednefday the 261h October, 1791,
Copies of the Report read to the General Court of
Proprictors on the 19th inft. having been requefted by
feveral Subferibers, .
Rnsox.vx-:p, . :
That the fubftance of the faid Report fhall be
printed, and one copy fent to each Proprictor. '

H. THORNTON, Chairman.
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SUBSTANCE

or THER
R EPORT .
COURT of DIRECTORS ,
CENERAL COURT .
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SIERRA LEONE COMPANY.,

HE moft advantageous feafon for

fettling at Sierra Leone now nearly
approaching, and the intelligence that was -
expeted having been received from Mr.
Falconbridge, Agent: to the Company,

who is lately arrived from’thence,-the
Dire&ors have'thought proper to call the
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. ';;refent Court, for the purpofe of laying
fome general information before the Pro-
prietors, and of fubmitting alfo to their

determination the propofition for raifing

a capital, which will be ftated at the end
of this Report. ‘

In order to give a conneed view of
the fubjeét, they will ﬁrﬁ:.'brieﬂy relate
the hiftory of the little fettlement at Sierra
Leone that has been already attempted,
and they will then proceed to ftate under
fhort and diftin& heads, fome obferva-
tions which they are now enabled more
particularly to make concerning the cli-
mate of Sierra Leone, the population and
government, religion and morals, culti-
vation and trade, and alfo concerning the
prefent flate of the flave trade in that
part. |

ABOUT

BOUT five years fince, the ftreets

of London fwarming with a num-

ber of Blacks in the moft diftrefled fitua-
tion, who had no profpe& of fubfifting
in this -country but by depredations on
the public, or by common charity, the
humanity of fome refpe@table Gentlemen

‘'was excited towards thefe unhappy ob-

jes. They were accordingly collected
to the number of above 400, and to-
gether with 60 Whites, chiefly women
of the loweft fort, in ill health, and of
bad chara&er, they were fent out at the

‘charge of government to Sierra Leone.

It was hoped that the neceffity of their
fituation might bring them into fome to-
lerable habits of induftry and good order;
and a grant of land to his Majefty from
King Tom, the then neighbouring chief,
was obtained for their ufe by Captain

A2 - Thompfon
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Thompfon of his Majefty’s Navy, v‘tho
conducted them; and afterwards a {:umlar
grant from King Naimbanna, the king of
the country. This land being ab(.)ut 20
miles fquare, is the fame which his M.a-
jefty was enabled by the late a&t of parha.-
ment {0 grant to the Company ; nn.d it
has been lately confirmed by a dn:eét
grant to themfelves from King Naim-
banna, which is now brought over by
Mr. Falconbridge.

During 2 long detention of tllefe poox
people in the Channel, and during their
paffage to Sierra Leone, as well as after
their arrival there, they were extremely
unhealthy, chiefly from diforders brought
on board with them, which appear to
have been aggravated by exceflive drink-
ing and other debaucheries ; they were
Janded in the wet feafon j there was no
order or regularity eftablifhed amongt

them ; and from thefe caufes a very great
' | proportion

(5
proportion of them being expofed to the
weather, died very foon.* - ‘

)

Tt does not appear, however, that after
the firft year was pafled, there was any
extraordinary mortality ; it is even faid
by Green, one of the fettlers now in
England, who lived always with them,
that during the two fucceeding years he
does not believe above five or fix died
out of near 200, who were then living
in the fame town. By giving a very
flight degree of cultivation to their lands,
and by a vaft increafe of their poultry,
thefe fettlers, though fo far from being,
induftrious in their habits, fupplied them-
felves with a fufficiency of food, and

- were in poffeflion of a fmall and increal~

ing property when the following, unfor~
tunate circumftance arofe, and occafioned:
their entire difperfion.

¢ About go died Hefore they left Plymouth; and 34 on’
the paffage; 15 ran away, and 86 died on' the coaft in
the firft four months after their arrival.

A3 Ti;;o
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Two boats belonging to King Jammy
(fucceffor to King Tom) the neighbouring
chief, feized within fight of the town of
thefe free fettlers, the crew of an American
boat (in retaliation, as King Jammy fays,
for an injury he had received before from
fome other Americans who had kidnapped
four of his people.) Three out of four
of thefe Americans were killed ; the fourth
efcaped out of their hands by fwimming,
and carried information of the violence
to -the Englith Slave Fattory at Bance
Ifland. The particulars of an unhappy
difpute which followed, the Dire&ors
forbear to detail ; feeling it however their
~duty to obferve, that little or no blame
appears to be imputable to the fettlers.
But King Jammy's town having been
burnt by fome other perfons, and a
few of the fettlers having involved them-
felves by a&ing as guides, their town was
fome time after by a judicial fentence
ordered to be deftroyed, and three days
notice of this was fent to them. About

‘ C - 180 0r

P e e
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180 or 200 fettlers, leaving their planta-
tions,and a great quantity of poultry behind
them, were then difperfed. The Agent -
of the Slave Fattory gave them proteGion

for the firft five or fix weeks at Bob’s Ifland °
in the neighbourhood, but they were fent

away afterwards to Par Bofon’s Town,

12 miles up the country,

Mr. Falconbridge arriving about twelve
months after their difperfion, found forty-
cight of thefe fettlers refiding at this town
of Par Bofon; fome were living in the
parts around ; fome had gone to the
Weft Indies, fomc to England, and there

‘was a general fear of their being all

made flaves. MTr. Falconbridge brought

~ down thefe forty-eight fettlers to form a

new fettlement at Fora Bay, which is
about a mile and a half further from

King Jammy’s ground than their former

town, where he took poffeflion of fome
deferted houfes that were ftanding. Six-
teen fettlers had joined them from other

A4 ~ parts

|
|
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parts” before he came away, and more
were expected to come in. The charge
of them was left to Theodore Kallingee,
a Greek, fent out from this country,
whofe conduét is mentioned by Mr. Fal.
conbridge in the moft favourable terms.

A fufficient quantity of mufkets and am=

munition was given them, as well as
£ 30 worth of cutlery, which they mlght
barter for neceflarics. '

About four acres of land were already
cleared round the town, and planted with
yams and caffada, and fown with Englifh
feed ; and upon the whole, it appeared
to Mr. Falconbridge, when he left the
country, that they would with very little

labour, fupport themfclves in the fame
manner as before their difperfion.

Of the fixty-four fettlers left at Fora
Bay, thirty-nine were black men, nine-
teen black women, and fix white women.
, The men appeared to be determined to

’ defend

( 9)

dcfend themfelves: they are warmly at-
tached to the Society that. fent them out;
but having been long difufed to the re-

ftraint of regular government, they fecmccf :

in general turbulent and (hforderly.

CLIMATE.

]
v

. THE climate may be reckoned to be
much the fame in point of heat, as that
of the Weft Indies ;. but there is a very
cool fea breeze on the higher grounds ;
and on the mountainous parts it is be-

lieved that a’very temperate air may be

foundt

The Dire@ors will give the moft par-
ticular m&ru&lons, that in chuﬁng the
fcite
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fcite of the new town, the healthinefs and
temperature of the fpot fhall be confidered
as the primary objes. The fituation of
the prefent free fettlers town in Fora Bay
is lefs healthy than that of their former
fettlement ; but it may be queftioned
whether a fpot more  favourable than
cither of thefe places to the health and

comfort of Europeans may not be pitched -

upon, ’

The mortality among the fettlers who
went out has been already accounted for ;
and that in other cafes may chiefly be
traced to want of care and accommoda-
tions ; and in particular, to expofure dur-
ing the evening damps, and to excefs in
drinking, and other vices. — The fhip’s
- carpenter, having expofed himfelf often
in the rains, flept in wet clothes, and
been generally carelefs of his health,
caught a fever, and died on his paflage
home.  The brother of Mr. Falconbridge,
fent out by the Company, immediately on °

- . his

(1)

his arrival deferted their fervice, and went

to Bance Ifland, where he alfo is reported

to have died ; but no particulars are men- .
tioned. Mr.and Mrs. Falconbridge, and the

rclt of the crew, though expofed to much

inconvenience from the fmallnefs of their

veflel, and the want -of accommodation.
on fhore, during their refidence, were in
general in good healths

The DireGors on the whole have been, '

led to judge, from every information they
have received, that the climate of Sierra
Leone is extremely favourable to the
natives themfelves, and no otherwife un-
favourable to the Europeans than other
climates of the fame latitude. They truft
that the progrefs in clearing the woods,
the cultivation of land, and the ere@ion
of houfes, which may be effected before
the commencement of the firlt rainy fea-
fon, .may preferve the firft fettlers from
this country from anmy extragrdinary
ficknefs. : '

' . The
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The information of their own agent
confirms the opinion of Lieutenant Mat-

* thews, im his book lately written, entitled,

“ A Voyage to Sierra Leone,” in which
Re fays, “ That he believes Sierra Leone,

. “if properly cleared and cultivated,

“ would be equal in falubrity, and fupe-
(13

afforded in geographical. books very
much. cotrefpond. —— ¢ The country

¢ about Sierra Leone” being obferved to-
be ¢ one of the beft in Africa, and the'\-

¢ foil very fertile.*”

~ ® ‘The latitude of Cape Sicrra Leone, is 8 degrees
32 M. north, the longitude about 12 deg. W. It is
ulbally about one month’s fail from Great Britain, though
Mr Falconbridge went in feventecn days. The paflage

* s longer in returning, from the interruption of the tradg

. | POPULATION’

: rior in cultivation to any of the iflands -
“ in the Weft Indies.” The accounts .

POPULATION and GOVERNMENT.

- THE population towards the fea-
coaft appears to be inconfiderable, and is
chiefly on the river fide; along the banks
of which there are feveral towns, confift-
ing of fcarcely more than fifty houfes each,
There is generally fome chief who is a -
principal Slave Trader, prefiding in the
towns, who is fubordinate to King Naim-
banna. The King lives at the {mall ifland
of Robanna, which is fituated between
the Englith flave faGory at Bance Ifland,
and the French flave fatory at Gambia
ifland.  The inhabitants of Robanna,
about fifty in number, are fed by King
Naimbanna’s bounty, and are entirely de-
pendent on him. The prefent King is of
: " a peaceable
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a peaceable difpofition, and is generally
refpeted and obeyed: his tertitory is
faid to reach three days journey up the
country, being much more populous in
the mote interior parts; but neither the
boundaries of his country, nor the na-
ture and extent of his jurifdi®tion appear
to be at all clearly afcertained. When he
dies the title is confidered as eletive ; -but
his eldeft fon, now in England, would be
likely to fucceed ; as the chiefs who chufe
the king generally pay regard to heredi-
tary fucceffion.

RELIGION

RELIGION and MORALS.

IN point of religion and morals, the
natives appear to be totally uninftruced. '
Perpetual feuds and hoftilities feem to pre-
vail between families and the defcendants
of families that have once injured one
another, and to carry each other off for
flaves is a common mode of retaliation. -
They are generally pagans; have no
pricfts, no public or private worfhip, no
religious ceremonies. « They take as many
wives as they pleafe ; but their marriage
is not confidered as indiffoluble, and they
give no kind of education to their chil-
dren.  They have- fome fuperftitions,
chiefly on the fubje@ of witchcraft; but
in general are without religious prcjudice,
and appear extremely defirous of all kind
of European knowledge and improve-
ment. One of the Sierra Leone Chiefs

: fent
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fent his fon to a Portuguefe fettlement, at

Biziagos, three hundred miles off, that

he might learn to write and read :* for it
is only in the Portuguefe fettlements that
any opportunity of fchooling is afforded.

The fecretary of King Naimbanna, of the
name of Elliot, learned to write and read
in England, through the kindnefs of
Mr. Granville Sharp, and has excited a
great defire of obtaining education among
the king’s children. The king fent one
{fon to France for inftruion ; another is
educating under a Mandingo teacher, who
is a Mahomectan. The eldeft, John Fre-
deric, had dctermined to make his way to
England, juft beforc Mr. Falconbridge
went out, and had agreed to give three
flaves to the captain of a Liverpool flave
thip, for his paffage to Jamaica, with'a view

of getting from thence to England, in

order to gain ufeful knowledge in this
country. But the King’s confidence in
Mr. Falconbridge induced him, notwith-
ftanding the ftrongeft remonftrances on

' the

( 17)

the danger of trufting him in the Com-.
pany’s fhip, to fend his fon ftraight to
London, by Mr. Falconbridge, with a letter
to Mr. Granville Sharp, afking him to di-
re&t his education. ’

Both the king’s fon, and the king him-
fclf, appear to have the ftrongeft defire
to refcue their country from its prefent
flate of ignorance and wretchednefs ; and
alfo to put an end to the Slave trade; the
mifchiefs of which they fee and deplore.

The following is an extra& from ng
Naimbanna’s Letter to Mr. Sharp :

“ It has been told that thefe people (the.
“ free fettlers from England) would in-
“ time drive me by forte of arms back
“in the country, and take my Ports
“ from me. I have received feveral ac-

*“ counts from faCtories and captains of

“ fhips againft the fettlement, which I
“ took no notice of, as I conceived it was’
B _ “ in







——
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“-in my opinion fpite or envy that they
* had againft their living in the coun-
“ try; but have ferved them in any little
¢ requeft they afked of me, and have en-
¢¢ deavoured to keep peace between them
¢ and my people, and alfo among them-~
“-felves by fettling a great many difquiets
% between them. It was pleafute to do it
¢ as | thought they would become ufeful
‘ to us all in this country, by teaching us
¢ things we know not; and common

 reafon mutft tell, that the moft ignorant
‘¢ people in the world would be glad to
“ fee their country made good if they -
“ had idea how it might be done. And’
“ again I muft let you know, that if
“ there were no other reafon for my
“ wifhing for the welfare of the fettle-.
‘ ment, I thould do it that there might °
“ be ftop put to the horrid depredations.

“ that are fo. often committed in this,

“ country by all countries that come

“ here. to trade.” He then fpeaks of
the, carrymg off fome Ofs his own rela- |

tions

\ T

tions fot flaves, which we fhall mention
in another part of thi§ Repoit. He adds,

“ As to the fettlers, I could only wifh

“ that you will fend me over ofie worthy
“ of taking the care and command of
“ the place; ther yot need not be afraid
® of their profpering it this country.
“ Mr. Falconbridge dirlng his time out
“ here I approved much, I ever was

“ partial to the people of Great Britait,
“ for which caufe I have put up with 4
“ great deal of infults from them, moré
“ than I {hould fromit any othcr couri¢

«” tl‘y

“ My fon 1 hope you will take care
“ of him, and let hint, have his own ways
““ in nothing but what you tfﬂnk right

* yourfelf.”

The General Court will no doubt ap-
prove of a refolution come to by the Di-
re&tors, that in confideration of the friend-

ﬂup fubfiting between King Naimbanna

Bz ' and






’

and the Sierra Leone Company, the

'

Company will take upon themfelves the .

he may remain in England. -

‘Meafures are already taken for placing.

King Naimbanna’s fon, who is 24 years old,
in a fituation. where he will have every
attention and advantage in his education,

and the Dire@ors feel great fatisfaion. in .

refleing, that if it fhould pleafe God
to prolong his life, he appears likely both
from his abilities and difpofition, to lend
the moft important aid in introducing the

light of knowledge, and comforts of civi- |
lization into Africa, and in cementing

and perpetuating the moft confidential

‘union between the European colony and

the natives of that country.

CULTIVATION

- charge of his fon’s education fo long as

CULTIVATION and TRADE.

— ]

The following GENERAL ACCOUNT of the

FerTILITY of STERRA LEONE, taken

from Licut, MarTHEWS'S Book before

alluded to, it is thought proper o fubmit

lo the GENERAL COURT.

=

“ NO_country produces more vatety*
“ of excellent and beautiful timber fit for
“ cvery purpofe; but few, if any, bear the
“leaft affinity to the woods®of Europe. -
“ The camwood tree is fo very plentiful
“in the interior country, that I am ‘in-
“ formed the natives frequently burn it for
“ firewood. And the trees which produce
“the gum copal, grow in great abun-

* dance upon the heights of Sierra Leone.
B3 “ The
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¢ The palm treces which furnifh the natives

“¢ with both wine and oil, flourifh here in -

¢ great plenty and perfetion. Wild geefe
¢ and ducks of various kinds, Guinea hens,
¢ pheafants, quails, curlues, plovers, fipes,
“ doves, and pigeons, are found in ‘the
“ woods and on the banks of rivers. Their

* domeftic animals are cattle, fheep, goats, |

“ and {mall poultry. Turkies, geefe, and
“ Mufcovy and common ducks, would
¢ thrive here extremely well, and foon
# ftock the country, would the natives be
¢ at the trouble to rear them. - And it'is
“not a little furprifing that the Guinea

. “ fowls, which are real natives of the

“ country, and arce foon domefticated,
* thould be neglected by them.

¢ The feas, rivers, and creeks, abound in

 great variety of moft excellent fith. In

“ the interior - country, fouth of Sierra
“ Leone, they have a white iron, of which

. ¢ they make knives and fabres,

“ The

(23)

“ The beft indigo in the world, if we
“ may judge from the deep indelible bll.les
“ the natives give their cloths, grows mld
“ in every part of the countryj and the
“ Poftugueze, when fettled here, had lal:gé
“ indigo works in feveral places, the ruins
“ of which are ftill remaining.

« Cotton is cultivated by the natives,
“ but in no greater quantity thati they can
“ manufacture themfelves ; but as it is an
“ article that requires little trouble in the
“ cultivation, I have endeavoured by en-
“ couragement, to induce them to propa-
“ gate it to fuch an extent as to become an
% article of European traffic. There are
“ feveral kinds of it which materially differ, .
“ not only in quality but colour; particu-
“ Jarly three kinds—-one perfe&ly white,
“ one of a tawny or nankeen eolour, and
“ one of a pale red, or pink colour,

“ Sugar canes are 4 hative plant, and

“ grow wild to a fize beyond any I ever
B4 “ faw.
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..* faw in the Weft Indies : they alfo have
 “fome tobacco, which is not efteemed, ow-
\ *ing perhaps to their want of knowledge
. % in the cultivation. Rice is the chief and

¢ ftaple produce of the country, and con-

“ ftitutes their principal and almoft only

“ food ; and when pains are taken with -
‘1t it is equally as white as Carolina rice, !
* and every way preferable as an article of |

‘

f‘ fOOd.f—

*To the northward they have three rice
‘ harvefts in the year. Rice is the prin- '
* cipal food of the natives, although they !

“ have caflada, yams, eddies, fweet pota-

“toes, and great variety of other roots

¢ and vegetables unknown in Europe.

* Indian corn and millet both thrive ex.

“ tremely well, but are little cultivated.

“The maiaguétto pepper, or grain of pa- .

¢ radife, is found in the woods, but it is
“not fo pungent as that which is" pur-
o * chafed

{ 25)
*¢ chafed from the natives of Béﬂ'a and the
¢ places adjacent. '

* The bird and pod pepper is cultivated
* in great plenty and perfetion, and there
¢ are feveral kinds of aromatic fruit, which
“ are excellent fubftitutes in culinary ufes
“ for the fpices of the Eatft.

“ Moft of the tropical fruits known in
¢ the Weft Indies, abound here, in the
“ greateft perfeQtion, particularly pine-
‘ apples, oranges, and limes; which are
‘““in feafon, but not in the fame degree
“ of plenty, all the year round.

¢ Tamarinds, cafhews, &c.. have been

¢ planted by Europeans, and thrive amaz-
‘¢ ingly: and nothing can exceed the lux-
* uriancy of the wild vines, which bear
 amazing quantities of grapes, but are of
‘¢ an acrid tafte. If cultivated, however,
“ they would, no doubt, be equal to thofe
‘“ of Europe. Several kinds of plumbs and
. ‘ other
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¢ other fruits, cooling and grateful, are
¢ found in the woods, which are unknownr

- ¢ in Europe and the Weft Indies. Caftor
“ nuts, and many others which produce
¢ oil, grow f{pontancoufly almoft every
¢ where.

 In fhort, Nature appears to have becn
« extremely liberal, and to have pour’éd
¢ forth her treafures .with an unfparing
¢ hand ; but in moft cafes, the indolence
“ of the natives prevents their reaping
¢ thofe advantages, of which an induf~
“ trious nation would poffefs themfelves.”

The information received by the Com-
pany, from their own agents, and from
various other quarters, exceedingly con-
firms the above account of 'Lieutenant
Matthews ; and Mr. Falconbridge has col-

leGed feveral fpecimens of native pro- -

ducé, particularly of woods, iron ore,

" gum copal, pepper, rice, cotton, and fu- -

" gar-cane, which afford the moft favoura-

ble hopes to the Company.
- The

(27 )

The Dire&tors do not however enter
into any further detail of particulars, but
they have to obferve in general, that
all the moft valuable productions of the
tropical climates feem to grow fponta-
ncoufly at Sierra Leone; and that no-
thing but attention and cultivation appear
wanting, in order to produce them of
cvery kind, and in fufficient quantities
to become articles of ‘tradeé, and even of
great national concern,

Befides the profpe@ of trading to
Sicrra Leone for the immediate produc-
tions of that country, it appears alfo, that
a coalt and river trade, and, through the
rivers, an important inland trade, may
cafily be eftablifhed by means of fmall
vellels calculated for that purpofe: Thefe
might depofit at Sierra Leone produ&tions
of Africa, brought from other parts.
The coaft of Africa, neighbouring to
Sicrra ‘Leone, is more interfe&ted with
Tivers nav1gable for fall craft, than any

- other







other portion of it whatfoever: by
which circumftance an extenfive .com-
‘merce might be greatly facilitated.

S T A T E

. orP THuE

"SLAVE-TRADE

THE prefent ftate of the Slave Trade
at Sierra Leone being fuch that it will

be found a material confideration in de-

ciding on the plan to be purfued by the
Company, the DireGtors think themfelves
bound to flate unrefervedly the informa-
tion they have upon this head.

< It

\ *y

It appears in general, that the Sldve
Trade is decreafing very much at Sierra
Leone, the price of flaves having rifen to-
about £.25, or £.30 each; and it is fup-
pofed that not more than 1000 flaves are
now exported annually from this river.
They are chiefly brought down -through
a chain of factories, and a great many are
children. They do not crofs the Com-
pany’s ground. The kings, chiefs, and
others, having any property, deal in
flaves; but the chief traders are the
Englith and French faGories. It is cuf~
tomary to give the faGors and agents,
who either travel into the. country them-
felves, or deal with other factors ftill fur-
ther up the river, a quantity of European
goods on credit (a great part of them
gunpowder and fpirits) and if the man in
pofleflion of the goods waftes or confumes -
them, fo as not to fulfil his obligation of
bringing the flipulated flave or flaves in
return, he is taken for a flave himfelf : or
if he does not return.in a certain' time,

’ . - . N any
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any one of his family is taken. This
wild and indifcriminate way of taking, in
fome cafes, ‘any of the family ; in others,
any of the fame town with the offending
perfon, and felling him for a flave, unlefs
redeemed by fome other flave, appears
from the information of King Naimban-
na’s fon, to be a very prevailing cuftom.
A fudden vindi@ive temper feems alfo to
be common with the natives, and to' be
inftrumental in promoting the Slave Trade.
If, to ufe onc of their own exprcﬂions,
a domeftic flave is faucy, he is fold: the

children -of thefc flaves are occafionally
fold al(o~ though with the rich traders
this is not common: for thefe domeftic
{laves are confidercd as diftin& from thofe
for trade, doing little work, and having
very much of their own way. King

" Naimbanna has 120 of thefc, who take -

half the produce of their labour for them-
fclves, and they arc much attached to’
him. This little vindiGtive temper feems
to be joined with another evil principle.
' It

( 3t )

It is 'a point of honour not to forgive
an injury, and to perpetuate private feuds
between one family and another, fo that

“ they will even take each other for flaves,

as they can get opportunity, for many
generations®. The pra&tice of each man’s
revenging his own quarrel in this way,

® The fpirit of retaliation which now fubfifts in Africa,
appears to be much the' fame with that which has pre-
vailed in all other countries, before Chriftianity was
introduced, or civilization had taken place. Dodtor
Robertfun obferves, that formerly, in Scotland, ¢ quar-
“ rcls were tranfmitted from father to fon, and, under
“ the name of deadly fends, fubfifted for many genera-
“ tions, with unmitigated rancour.” (Hift. of Scotland,
vol. 1. p. 4o. edit. 1781.) ‘Though the Africans are
vindiftive to their enemies, Lieut. Matthews obferves,

~ that, “ to their friends they are hofpitable and kind,”

and that « he rcceived fuch treatment from them, in
“ the time of the utmoft diftrefs, as hc could have
* expetted only from his bett and nearcft friends.”
(Voy. p g6.) - Mr. and Mrs. Fakonbridge, in like
manner, fpeak of having expericnced, the greateft hof-
pitality and kindnefs from the natives. ’lhe latter fays,
that the women, were moft uncommonly attentive and
abliging to her, and feemed to vie with each other in
their endeavours to render her fituation comfortable.

L | | by
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by felling his enemy for a flave, though
partly occafioned by the vindiGtive {pirit

- of the people, may be chiefly afcribed
however to the want of any efficient go-

vernment. The offences, real or imputed,
which are punifhed by felling the parties
for flaves, are chiefly adultery and witch-
craft.

The account given by king Naimban-
na's fon of the terror, anguifh, and def-
pair fhewn by the {laves when they come

down to the coaft, is extremely dreadful.’

It is not fafe to go near them, unlefs
their arms are fecurely chained, left they
fhould ftrike or ftab the perfon approach-
ing them with fome ccncealed weapon.
It is a common thing for them to cut

their own throats, or to contrive fome.
way of deftroying themfelves in their rage’

and defperation. He is perfuaded that
he has known himfelf above an hundred
who have cut their throats, fhot, or ftabbed
themfelves, or fome way put an end to

theu'
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their own hves, before they could be got -
into the ﬂnps v ‘o
That the pra&ice of kidnapping pre-
vails at Sierra Leone, the Dire@ors have:
reccived very plain and undeniable ac-
counts ; and even if they had it not in
allual proof, there are a variety of cir-’
cumflances which imply that it muft be
no very uncommon cuftom. The inha-
bitants all go armed; they carry both"
guns and a number of large: knives, for:
defence againft each other; even the wo-
men carry knives alfo. King Naimban- -
na's fon fays, they have all now learned
to go armed a great way up the coun-
try.

When he himfelf has gone on an ex-
pedition up the country to Scaffus, he has
not dared to take his ufual reft till he
reached a place of fecurity, “left. he
fould be furprifed in his fleep. The

: C people
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people living in the little towns along the
river leave the wood growing clofe up to-
the houfes, for the fake (as feveral of
them told Mr. Falconbridge) of having
- {helter to run into in cafe of an attack.

A number of towns.are now ftand-
ing without inhabitants on the fea coaft,:

two of which Mr, Falconbridge has |

feen: they have been all broken up by
Cleveland, a very great mulatto flave
trader, who was educated at Liverpool.

The following Facrs the DIRECTORS |

think it proper to Jpecify :
'Mr. Falconbridge, being in the free fet-
tlers’ town one afternoon between four
and five o’clock, heard a great fhout,

and immediately afterwards the report of

a gun..
: " fettlers,

—

He inftantly armed forty of the -

}

( 35 )

fettlers, fearing an attack was going to be-
made on the fettlement, and haftened
with them to the place from whence the
found came. He' found three Mandingo
mcen, with two other perfons, all armed,
in the ac of tying the hands of a man:
the poor wretch was fhrieking bitterly :
he had been caught by thefe men as he
was crofling over from one of the interior
towns, and the thout and report of the gun
werc found to have been expreffions of joy
on his being taken. Mr. Falconbridge
adds, that from motives of prudence he
rcltrained himfelf from obeying on this
occafion the impulfe of his feelings,
which ftrongly prompted him to effec
the poor creature’s refcue. He told them
however, that if the perfon kidnapped had
happened to be one of his own men, he
fhould certainly have put- them all to the
bayonet. Green, who is now in Eng-
land, was one of the forty who was with
M, Falconbndge in this fcene.

Ca2
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~ his prifoner.

~-man.
* conbridge, and had called in upon her

(36 )

A young lad, of about fixteen, belonging

to the free fettlers’ town, ftraggling one

day to a little diftance from it, was feized
by King Jammy, who lives two miles
below, and fold for a flave. One of the
other fettlers happening to pafs by and
fee him in chains, brought word of this
to the town, and the fcttlers feized one of
Jammy’s people in return. A difpute
enfued, in which one man was killed ;
but it was terminated by the good offices
of King Naimbanna, each fide giving up
The pretext for this out-
rage was a charge of adultery againft one

..of the other fettlers.

A young woman, was fold by Sig-
nor Domingo, Chicf of ‘the neareft town
on the eontrary fide o King Jammy'’s,
without the imputation of any crime
‘whatfoever. She was one of his wives,
and was all on a fudden fold to a French-
She had often been with Mrs. Fal-

quite

?

( 37 )

) quite unfufpicious, and at her liberty, the
day before. ' '

It has been already mentioned, that
King Jammy accufes fome American thip
of carrying off four of his people for
flaves ; and that the cohfequence of this
was the retaliation on the American boat,
and burning of the fettlers’ town. King
Jammy perfifts in talking of retaliation’
on any Americans that come. K

Three of King Naimbanna’s relations
about two or three years fince were de-
coyed into a Danifh fhip, on the ]Sretence
of buying fome fith of them, and they
\\;c.rc all three carried off as flaves. ' King
T.\mmbanna writes thus to Mr. Granville
:Sharp, concerning them. After mention~
::13 as before {laged, *“ the horrid depreda-
; :;ons committed there by all countries’
. 11_at come there to trade,” he -fays,
y hex:e are three diftant relations of mine’

now in the Weft Indies, carried away by

Csz . _ “ one







¢ fhip,” their names as follows:

( 38 )

“ one Captain Cox, captain of a Danifh

« Corpro, Banna, and Morbour. Thefe
« were taken out of my river fierra
« Leone. I know not how to get them

¢ back.

¢ withheld from them what is their due:
“ {o I only let you know of thefe lads,

~ % that there will be an account taken of

¢ them one day or another.”

King Naimbanna’s fon alfo mentions
that another relation, a coufin of King

Naimbanna’s, who had been named Jack -
 Rodney, was afked to go on board a

flave fhip at Bance Ifland, in order to
pilot her down the river. He begged

to be put on fhore again at Robanna

town, but the Captain rcfufed, faying, he
would land him lower down at the ex-
treme mouth of the river; when they
got to the mouth he again refufed to let
bim land, and carricd him to Jamaica.

- ' On

I never hurt or deprived any -
. ¢ perfon of their right or property, or

© e g T - v e e e e o o T e e
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On his arrival there, fpeaking good Eng-
lith, he obtained feveral interviews with
the Governor, and owing to this delay,

he was recovered by a fhip which brought
alctter concerning him from Sierra Leone.

Another conne&ion of King Naimban-
na's, named Barbier Borro, who married
the King’s aunt, was feized two years
ago by an infamous trader, named Harry,
and fold to Cleveland the great Mulatto
trader educated at Liverpool before men-
tioned. | ’

~ King Naimbanna’s fon relates, that the
fame Harry fold his own father for a
flave to Cleveland. The father’s name
was Nankedabar ; the old man, who was
then rich, redeemed himfelf by felling.
twenty-two of his domeftic flaves as
the price of his- redemption. The terror
occafioned amongft the reft of his do-
meftic flaves by his felling fo great a
part of their number was fuch, that
| - C4 ~ they
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‘they all ran away from hlm, and have
fince been living among the mountains
of Sierra Leone.

- The fame Harry who fold-his'fafher ‘

fell fome time after into debt, and has
-been fold for a flave himfelf, his father
‘being either unable or unwilling to re-
deem him.

THE Direors ha\.ring'nqw ftated the
very great and uncommon natura.l ad-
‘vantages of Sierra Leone on the oﬁe
hand, and its prefent forlorn and mifer-
able fituation on the other, are led to

obferve, that it is evidently not merely -

a commercial faftory that they have to
eftablifh, but that in order to introduce
.‘either ‘a ‘fafe trade, or any confiderable
degree of civilization and cultivation, it
‘muft -be an efpecial obje& of the Com-

' pany

( 41 )
pany to provide effeCually for the pro-
te@ion of property, and for the perfonal
fecurity of the fettlers on their diftrict,

The Dire&tors have therefore felt them-
felves bound to take care, that together
with their firft adventure, a fufficient
firength fhall be fent out for fecurity
againft external violence, and maintain-
ing domeftic tranquility. ’

They have refolved, that three or four
veffels fhall fail at once with a confider-
able number of perfons who will thus be
an cffeual prote@ion and accommoda-
tion to each other. The fhips will fail
in a few weeks, and will carry a fufficient
quantity of articles, both for opening a
ftore in the way of commerce, and for the
ufe of the colony itfelf. '

It feems obvious both from general
reafoning on the fubje@, and from paft

experience, that a fmall and feeble at-
' tempt
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tempt to fet up a colony, or to begin a

n.ew trade at Sierra Leone, under all the
circumftances of that Place, is in no re-
‘fpe& fo likely to profper, as an attempt
made upon a larger fcale, carrying out a
ftronger body of perfons from hence, and
fupported by the weight of fo large a

capital ay may lmply 2 determination to
perfift, ;

In forming a new colony, there are
a variety of inconveniences and diffi-
culties to be expected, againft which 1
refpetable eftablithment is the beft fe-
curity. ' '

And befides the advantages of gene-
ral fecurity to the fettlement, and per-
fonal convenience to the fettlers, from
the formation of a refpe@able eﬁ’abliﬂl-
ment at once, the Direttors are of opi-
nion alfo, that a much moyo profitable
. trade is eventually to be expected b
condudting it on a large fcale, thiu);

k‘\

( 43°)
by confining it to a narrow mercantile

fpcculation.

The expence of pré)te&ion to a‘fa&o'ry,
and of demurrage to the fhips waiting or

'trading about for the fcattered produce

of Africa, has hitherto been fo preat, that
the ufual advantage in the barter which
is extremely great, has perhaps becn no
more than what was neceflary to in-
demnify the trader for his high charges,
and leave over and above thefe the
ordinary profit of trade. The advan-
tage therefore of introducing a great
degree of cultivation on one fpot, of
colleting a great body of confumers
of Britith articles on the fide of one
river, of ftoring a large quantity of goods
in their faQoty rather than a fmall one
(for the falory and fuperintendance muft
in cither cafe be nearly an equal ftanding
expence ;) the advantage alfo of thus
providing the mcans of a more prompt
fale, and quicker returns ‘in the African

trade

e e ——

———————— o




Digitized by GOOS[Q _



( 44 )

trade than have yet been effeted, muft be

very obvious.

- To the attainment of thefe-obje@s in
any degree worth mentioning, a con-

fiderable capital appears indifpenfably ne- -

ceflary, and upon the whole, the Direc-
tors have thought proper to name the
fum of not lefs One Hundred Thoufand
Pounds, in the proportion that will be
ftated at the end of this Report, ‘

It is obvious, moreover, from what
has been faid in the courfe of the above
reafoning, than an abundant capital muft
tend in many ways, to accelerate the
general cultivation of the diftri¢t; and it
is to the profits that will ultimately accrue

to them from an extenfive and fpirited

cultivation, that the Company muft in a
good meafure look for its reimburfement.

Having

I'Iaving'thus laid before the Cou;’f the
fubftance of their information from Sierra
Leone, and alfo the general grO}lnds' on
which they have thought it advxfgable to
propofe a capital of £.100,000, the Di-
reCtors with to give fome account of their
proceedings fince the laft General Court,

—of the plan they propofe at prefent to

adopt at Sierra Leone,—and then to I’(.ate_ :
the probable' fources of proﬁt-to which
they may look forwar_d, in order l)o;h‘ to
indemnify their firft expence?,.'an‘d to
furnifh a dividend to the Proprietors.

»

Befides their fhip Amy of 190 tons mea-
furement, and the Lapwing of 3§ tons,
the Directors have lately purchafed the
Harpy of 380 tons meafurement, and 560
tons burthen, fhe being a veflcl well cal-
R : culated
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culated to carry out a confiderable num-
ber of paflengers.

She will be armed with about 20 guns,
many of which may be afterwards mount-
ed on the fort that is to be built, and fhe
will remain fome time in the river for

~ the fecurity and accommodation -of the

fettlement. Another {mall veffel is in-
tended to be purchafed. The whole
value of the fhips and cargoes (includ-
ing articles both for the colony, and
for a fmall early cargo in return) will
probably amount to about [.15,000.

The perfons going out are of three
dcfcriptions.—The fervants of the Com-

pany, under.a regular and permanent

falary, of whom the chief perfons will
form a fmall council, and in them will -

be vefted the management ‘and fuperin-
tendence.

Secondly. .

( 47)
Secondly.  Artificers and others, to

whom for a limited time, a certdin fup-
port will be promifed.

Thirdly. Settlers on their own ac-
count, to whom grants of land will be
promifed on the following general prin-
ciples, viz. Every fettler going out
from hence furnifhed with a proper ccr-
tificate, fhall receive 2o acres of land
for himfelf, 10 for his wife, and § for
each child.——The fettlers going by the
firft thips fhall alfo have the advantage '
of a free paflage out, and of full rations -
of provifions for three months after their
arrival, and half rations fcr the three fuc-
ceeding months. Settlers having pro-

‘perty fhall be permitted to have additional -

lots, on paying into the Company’s hands
in England certain ‘fums proportionate to
the lots they defire, which fums fhall be
returned them in ftores and implements
of hufbandry, according to. the progrefs
they make in cultivation. '
- ' The

’
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The fixed fervants of the Compiny

whom it is now thought proper to fend:

out, as far as they.can be at prefent ac-
curatcly ftated, are—the Superintendent
or Chief,and his Secretary ; a Commercial
Agent, a Surveyor, a Store-keeper, a Me-
dical perfon, a Surgeon and affiftant Sur-
geon, a Book-keeper and Clerk, a Clergy-
man, a School-mafter and School-mif=
trefs ;* the falaries of thefe may be reck-
oned at about £.2000 per annum+. What
may be the future extenfion of the ex-
pences of the eftablifhment at Sierra

~ # Scveral of the officers take their wives, and fome of
them thcir children by the firt fhips. Many of the firft
fettlers alfo propofe tb take their wives and children with
tiiem.

-+ Decfides the expence of falaries above mentioned,'.

there will be, in the firft year, the charge of convey:nce
to Sierra Leone, of the officers, artificers, and fettlers ;
that of thcir maintenance for three months, at full ra-
tions, and for three months thercafter, at half rations;
that of dcfence and of cloathing for the militia; be-
fides the charge of building a fmall fort, houfes for the
Company’s fervants, and other public buildings. '

Leone,

-( 49 )

Lcone, the DireGors are not able to fay
with afy accuracy; but.it appears to
them that many charges which muft fall
upon the Company in the firft inftance,
to whom the prote&tion and fuperintend-
cnce muft in the outfet entirely belong,
may with great propriety afterwards be
cither partially or entirely borne by the
{cttlers themfelves, for whofe benefit and
comfort they are afforded. - Co

A confiderable detail of inftru&ions
will be given to the governor and coun-
cil, with a view of promoting order and
aconomy, and of giving the utmoft ens
couragement that can be fafely furnithed
by the Company, both to cultivation and

a commerce ; and every meafure will be

taken for laying a foundation of happi-~
nefs to the natives, by the promotion of

 induftry, the difcouragement of . poly=

famy, the fetting up of fchools, and the
. bradual introdu@ion of religious and
woral inftruGtion among them, which
| D it
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it 'is ‘hoped will be rendered the more
eafy as they are ‘moft of them fomewhat
acquainted with the Englith ‘tongue.
The moft ‘wide and general - diffufion
of - European ' light, knowledge, and im-
provement, ‘the Diretors hope, through
the medium -of this Company, may thus
be introduced into the continent of Africa;

and it will ‘be a-particular inftruQion to’

their fervants abroad to apply their atten-
tion to this great object.

The ftrongeft injunctions will alfo be]
laid upon them, to abftain from cvery{
offenfive meafure, and to cultivate the!
general friendlhip of the natives, among |

whom they truft they fhall find labourers| .

on reafonable terms.
| i
For the fake of acquainting the Princcs!
and Chiefs, as well as the natives in ge-
neral, with the vcal views of the Com-|
pany, and for the fake alfo of countera&t~
ing any mifreprefentations that might l)c;
mad¢,

( 5t )

made concerning them, they propofe to
fend over the following printed Decla-

ration :———

.« The Sierra Leone Company efta-
% blithed by the Britith Par]iament do
“ hereby declare, that they will fend out
“ goods from England and take all kinds of
% African produce in exchange; that they

"« will not deal in flaves themfelves, nor

« allow of any flave trade on their
% ground.

« They will always have 2 large ftore

& of ‘European goods for fale, and a

« force fufficient to defend it.

¢ They wifh always to keep peace,

¢ and will make no-war, unlefs they are
“« fieft attacked ; but they will fuffer no
“ one to be ill treated on their ground,
% nor to be feized and carried off into
“ flavery; but will .themfelves punifh
% their own people for any crimes fairly

D2
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« proved to have been committed' by

¢ them.

« Black and white fettlers will all
 be equally governed, and will have their
« perfons and property fecured, according
“ to the laws of Great Britain.

¢ Schools for reading, writing, and
¢ accounts, will be fet up by the Com-
¢¢ pany, who will be ready to receive
¢¢ and inftru@ the children of fuch na-
 tives as fhall be willing to put them
¢ under their care.”

IN ftating the fources of profit to the

Company, having already gone fo much

into detail, the Diretors will only reca-
pitulate the feveral heads from which
there is a reafonable expeQation of their
arifing. They appear to be thefe three:

 Firft,

( 53 )

Firt. The profits, which though in-
confiderable in the outfet, may hereafter

be reafonably expe@ed. to be very im- .
portant, arifing out of a land revenue,.

derived partly from quit-rents, and partly

from a gradually increafing tax upon the

produce of their diftri&t, ,

4

Secondly.. The profits from certain -

portions of land referved in the Com-
pany’s own hands, to be either cultivated
on their own account, or to be let or dif-

tributed hereafter, as- may feem moft ad- -

vantageous .

Thirdly. ‘The profits on an extended
trade, both with Sierra Leone itfelf, and
its neighbourhood, and alfo with the in-
terior parts of Africa, in the carrying on
of all which, the Company by good con-
du@, will have many advantages,

D3 S | {
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It muft appear from the general ac-
count already given, that the Dire@ors
are endeavouring in the outfet rather
to lay the foundation of happinefs to
Africa, and of future profperity to the
Company, than to gralp at any pre-
mature advantages. They truft, how-

* ever, that they are not indulging too fan-

guine a profpe@ in looking forward to |
confiderable and growing profits, diredly :

refulting from and-intimately cortnected !
with the general and increafing prof- [
perity of the country, fubjeit to their |
JurifdiQion.

The Coutt of Directors beg leave now !
to fubmit the following Propofition re-
fpccing the Capital :

“ That the Capital of the Company
“ be not lefs than ,C .100,000,"” |

A

e A e o~

4t a GENERAL COURT of the

SIERRA LEONE COMPANY,

beld at the King’s Head Tavern in

_ the Poultry, LonDoN, on Wednefday
the 19th Day of O&tober, 1791,

Henry THORNTON, Efq. in the Chair,

The Minutes of the laft General Court
were read and confirmed.

Read a Report from the Court of Di-

reGtors, propofing that the Capital of the

Company be not lefs than £, 100,000,

¢ RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY,

‘ That the Capital of the Company be
“ not lefs than £.100,000.”

/’
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Jﬂ a GENERAL CouRT, beld at the King's
HE4D TAVERN in the PovLTry,
Lonpon, on Wednefday the 3otb Da]
of November, 1791,

READ a ReprorT from the Covrr of
DirecTors,propofing that in confideration
of the increafing magnitude of the Com-
pany’s affairs, and the with exprefled by
many Proprietors to propofe more new

~ Proprietors than a Capital of One Hundred

Thoufand Pounds would allow of, -a fum
of not lefs than Fifty Thoufand Pounds

fhould be added to the Capital of the f2id '

Company.

“ RESOLVED, - ¢

«TgaTa Capital ofl not lefs than Fifly
% Thoufand Pounds be added to the Capital

({3 Of
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“ of One Hundred Thoufand Pounds re-
¢ folved upon at the laft Court.

“ TrAT the whole of every Subfcrip-
* tion be paid in at one Payment, within
“ one month after the date of a circular
“ letter from the Court of Dire@ors calling
* for the fame.

“ THAT every Proprietor of a Share
“ be at liberty to recommend, either in
“ perfon at the prefent Meeting, or by
“ letter to the Secretary, on or before

*¢ Tuefday December the 131h, Proprictors

“ for his proportion of the new Shares;

*¢ every new Proprietor being declared by

¢ the perfon recommending him to be
“ well affeCted to the objects of the Com-
“ pany, and to intend holding his Share
¢ or Shares on his own account,

~ [N.B. Every Propnetor of a Share
~ may recommend for Nineteen
new Shares in the whole. ]

' “ THAT

S e wsee

( 59 )

¢ TuAT all the faid perfons recoms
“ mended as new Proprietors fhall be
‘ balloted for on Tucfday the 20th of
“ December, at a ballot to be kept open

% from twelve to five o’clock; and that

“ in compliance with a Refolution of the
“ laft General Court, one-third of the
“ perfo;ls balloting fhall exclude. -

“ Tyt the tight of recommending
““ new Proprietors for the deficiency that
¢ fhall remain after the recommendations
“ up to the 13¢h of December fhall have
“ been given in, fhall be divided equally
“ among all the prefent Proprietors, who
“ fhall be informed, by letter, of the
¢ further fhare of recommendations due
“ to them.

“ THAT every Proprietor fhall be re-
‘¢ quefted to fill up his fhare of the faid
*“ deficiency of recommendations by a
“ letter to the Secretary, to be fent in, on

# ot before the .F:r;/} of February; and
¢ that
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¢ that a further ballot of new Proprietors

¢ fhall be taken on the Etgbtb day of
« Februar]

“ That fuch portion of the faid One

“ Hundred and Fifty Thoufand Pounds as
¢ fhall not be filled up on the faid Firf?
day of February, may be filled up by
“ the exifting Proprietors, either by their

~ “ taking an additional number of fhares

“ on their own account, or by their re-
“ commendation of new Proprietors, until
¢ the whole deficiency fhall be fupplied,

“ THAT in cafc of any future increafe

“ of Capital, beyond the fum of One
“ Hundred and Iifty Thoufand Pounds,'
“ the right of taking the additional fhares
“ fhall be diftributed as equally as poflible
“ among all the then exifting Proprietors,
“ in proportion to the fhares they hold;
“ and, in cafe any of them fhall decline
¢ to take the fhares due to them, the right
« of
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« of recommending new Prbprietors fhall
“ be diftributed among them on the fame
“ principle of equality.

% THAT the letter [A] hereunto an-
“ nexed, be the future form of recom-
“ mending new Members.

“ THAT the thanks of this Court be
“ given to the Chairman, Deputy-Chair-
“ man, and Court of Dire&ors, for their

“ Report now made, and, for their con-

“ tinued attention to the mtereﬁs of this
' Company.

“ TuaT this Court do now adjourn

“ to Tugfduy the 20th day of December

“ next, at Twelve o’clock at noon pre-

cnfely, at this place,
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