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AT a General Court of the Sierra Leone Company, held
at the Paul’s Head Tavern, in Cateaton Street,
London, on Thurfday the 27th day of March, 1794+

PRESENT,

HENRY THORNTON, Efq. in the Chair,
Several Members of the Court of Diretors,
And between One and Two Hundred of the Proprietors,

‘The Minutes of the laft General Court of the 36th day of
May, 1793, were read and confirmed.

A Report from the Court of Direftors was then read, of
*  which the following is the fubftance.




" SUBSTANGCE OF THE REPORT, &c.*-

ABOUT two years having elapfed fince
the prefent colony at Sierra Leone was fet on foot, the
Direftors. of the Sierra Leone Company think it proper
to give in this report a brief hiftory of its progrefs, up
to the prefent time: they will then lay before the Court
an account of the expences which have been incurred,
and of the general finances of the Company ; and they
will afterwards enter into a more particular defcription
of the prefent fituation of the fettlement, arranging their
information under the four following heads; Health,
Trade, Cultivation, and Civilization.

IN order to introduce the fhort hiftory that is propofed,
it may be proper to bring again to the recolletion of the
proprietors fome circumftances antecedent even to the
formation of the prefent colony.

In the year 1787, a number of gentlemen fubfcribed a

o few thoufand pounds, as a fund for affiting fome hundreds
-of deftityte blacks, then in London, to fettle at Sierra

2 Leone, where they had procured from the native chiefs
- the ceffion of a confiderable diftrit of land for that pur-
pofe : government very liberally feconded thefe views, by

- taking upon itfelf the expence of tranfparting the blacks
= thither, and of fupplying them with neceflaries during
the firft fix or eight months of their refidence in Africa..

3. * It may be proper to obferve, that confiderable additions have
been made to the Report read to the General Court, chiefly in

Q. eenfequence of information cbtained from the Governor of Sierra
. Leone, who arrived in England foon after the General Court was
Q. held; and a Map of Sierra Leone and its neighbourhood obtained
. by his affiftance is annexed. The printirg of the Report has ne-
Q- ecflarily been delayed on this aceount.
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It might naturally be ‘expefted’ that perfons of this de-

fcription crouded together on fhipboard, would be very
unhealthy, and the event did but tdo well juftify the
fuppofition. The number of them that left England was
460, of whom 84 died during their detention in the
channel, or on the paffage ; and near a hundred more
fell viétims either to their own intemPerance, or to the
hardthips they were expofed to during the firft rainy
feafon. The remainder of this body of men, after having
built themfelves a town, and improved gradually in-their
circumftances, were difperfed in the year 1790, on
account of their being involved (thoagh not through
their own fault) in the confequences of a difpute between
the natives and the crew of a Britith vefle}, who had fer
fire to the town of a neighbouring Chief; they were
again united in the year 1791, through the interference
of the Sierra Leone Company’s Agent, and fixed them-
felves in Granville Town, which is- about two eor thrée
miles diftant from Free Town, the Company’s prefent
chief fettlement.

When the A& of Parliament had paffed for incor-
porating the Sierra Leone Company, and a confiderable
capital appeared likely to be raifed for carrying on’ the
undertaking, the Direftors had- an: opportunity of ren-
dering, as they conceived, a very important. fervice to
the colony, by the acquifition of an additional number of
free black. colonifts, acquainted with the Englifh lan-
guage, and accuitomed to labor in hot climates. A
delegate from.a body of Nova.Scotia blacks, fuppofed to
amount to a few hundred, was then in- England, whe
reprefented that the perfons who fent him hither had
rmgrated to Nova Scotia at the end of 'the American
war, having received from government certain promifes of
lots of land, which had never been ftrictly fulfilled ; that
both the foil and the climate of Nova Scotia, as well as
many other circumftances in their fituation, were com-
plained of by them, and that many of them were dcﬁrou,;_

of
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of becaming colonifts at the fettlement which they under:
ftood was likely to be made at Sierra Leone.

" 'The Direftors concurred with the Delegate in applying
to his Majefty’s Minifters for a paffage for them at the
expence of government, and having obtained a favourable
anfwer to their application, they immediately availed them-
felves of the fervices of Lieut. Clarkfon, who very hand-
fomely oftered to go to Nova Scotia, in order to make the
neceflary propofals, and to fuperintend the colletting and
bringing over of fuch free blacks to Sierra Leone, as
might be willing to migrate. All the particulars of the
terms on which the Company engaged to receive them
into the colony were contained in a printed declaration,
of which the following is a copy :

¢ The Sierra Leone Company, willing to receive into
¢ their colony fuch free blacf(s as are able to produce to:
¢ their agents Lieutenant Clarkfon, of his Majefty’s
¢ navy, and Mr. Lawrence Hartthorn, of Halifax, or
« either of them, fatisfattory teftimonials of their cha-

“¢ raéter, (more particularly as to honefty, fobriety, and
¢ induftry) think it proper to notify, in an explicit
¢ manner, upon what terms they will receive at Sierra
¢ Leone thofe who bring with them written certificates
¢ of approbation from either of the faid agents, which
¢ certificate they are hereby refpectively authorifed to
¢ grant or withhold at difcretion,

«¢ It is therefore declared by the Company, that every
< free black, upen producing fuch a certificate, fhall

-

¢ have a grant of not lefs than twenty acres of land for -~

¢ himfelf, ten for his wife, and five for every child,
« upon fuch terms, and fubje& to fuch charges and
¢ obligations, with a view to the general profperity of
¢ the Company, as fhall hereafter be fettled by the
< Company, in refpet to’ the grants of land to be made
¢« by them to all fettlers, whether black or white.
¢ That for all ftores and provifions, &c. fupplied from
« the Company’s warehoufes, the Company fhall receive
“ an
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% an equitable compenfation, according to fixed rules;
¢ extending to blacks and whites indifcriminately.
¢ That the civil, military, perfonal, and eommercial
¢ right and duties of blacks and whites fhall be the fame,.
¢ and fecured in the fame manner. '
¢ And for the full affurance of perfonal proteétion from:
¢ flavery ta all fuch black fettlers, the Company have:
< fubjoined a claufe contained in the A& of Parliament,.
¢ whereby they are incorporated, vie.
¢ Provided alfo, and be it further enafted, that it
- ¢ fhall not be lawful for the faid Company, either
¢ diretly or indire@ly, by itfelf or themfelves,.
- aor by the agents or fervants of the faid Com-
¢ pany, or otherwife, howfoever, ta deal or traffick:
¢ in the buying or felling of {laves, or in any
¢ manner whatever to have, hold, apprapriate or
s¢ employ any perfon or perfons in a ftate of:
¢ flavery in the fervice of the faid Company.”
¢ Given under our hands, London, the fecond day
« of Auguft, 1791.
* Henry Thornton, Chairman || « Jofeph Hardcaftle
< Philip Sanfom, D. Chairman || ¢ FThomas Clarkfon.

-~

& Charles Middleton « Vickeris Taylor
« William Wilberforce « William Sanford
& Granville Sharp «« Thomas Eldred
¢ Jobn Kingston - «“ George Wolff

“ Samuel Parker

¢ N.B. For the convenience of thofe who are pof-
¢ f{efled of property which they cannot difpofe of before
« their departure, the Company will anthorife an agent,
¢ who, on receiving from any proprietor a fufiicient
« power for that purpofe, fhall fell the fame for his
“¢ benefit, and remit the purchafe money, through the
¢ hands of the Company, to fuch proprictor at Sierra
¢ Leone.” ‘

The
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. 'The humibet of Nova Séotitns who were wilfing e
embark for Sierra Leone, proved, to the great farprife
-of the Direftors, to be no lefs than t195. 'The acceffion
of fo large a body of people could not fail to produce
‘many important confequences, and to give, in fome
meafure, a new character to the whole undertaking.

The Direftors tarned their attention, in the firft place,:
to the fupply of the immediate wants of thefe nemerous
colonifts ; and they, at the fame time, brought forward a
plan for the enlargement of the Company’s capital,
which was raifed to the fum of [.235,280, a confider«
able portion of it having been fubfertbed after the intels
ligence from Nova Seotia was received.

The firft veffel fens out by the Company from England,
veached Sierra Leone i February 3792, and fhe was
doon followed by two other veffels from hence, one of
them carrying a confiderable number of paffengers. There
went out in all, by thefe fhips, rather more than roo
white perfons, of whome about 4o were Company’s fer.
wants, or artificers, dt.a yearly falary ;; 10 were fettlers;
16 were foldiess ; and between 30 and 4o were women
and children.

. In the fucceeding month the Nova Scotia fleet arrived,
confiting of 16 veffels, from which there were landed
1133 blacks, many of them labouring under the effeéts
of a fever firft contrafted in Halifax, of which 65 had
died during the paffage. Mr. Clarkfon, whofe humanity
had led him to embark on board the hofpital thip, had
alfo narrowly efeaped with his life, fromr a violent attack
of the fame diforder; he was extremely weak and ill
when he landed at Sierra Leone, and- he recovered very
flowly. '

After two. or three weeks delay, arifing from a pal'avér
{or council) of the' natives which however ended favour-
. s ably
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ably for the Company, the fcite on which the firft body
of blacks fent from hence had originally fettled was
pitched upon as the moft proper fpot for the intended
fettlement. The land on which the town-was to fland
was cleared in a few weeks more by the united labor of
the Nova Scotians, and the feveral ftreets having beea
firt marked out by the furveyor, they then began to
ere each for himfelf a fmall temporary hut, ufing the
common materials of the country, except that the flooring
was furnithed in fome cafes by deals from hence. The
colonifts proceeded with the utmoft eagernefs in this
work, forthey feared left they fhould be overtaken by
the rains, which might be expeéted to commence in lefs
than two months from the time of their. beginning te
build, The town was named FrEeToww, in con-
. fequence of an inftrution fent out to this purpofe.

‘The Dire®ors, aware of the danger to which it was
poflible that many of the fettlers might be expofed through
the want of fufficient fhelter during the firft rainy feafon,
thought it a point of duty to purchafe and {end out the
York, a fhip of 850 tons, fitted up with a view to their
accommodation, which they loaded with various ftores,
as well as frames of houfes and materials for building ;
they confidered that, befides carrying out a large cargo,
fhe might ferve as a receptacle for thofe whofe houfes
were unfinithed, or as an hofpital for the fick, and mighe
afterwards be converted into a ftorehoufe for the Com-
pany. She arrived indeed too late to be of any advantage
to the colony during the chief part of the fickly feafon,
having been driven back by a ftorm after leaving Eng-
land : fhe proved however of very confiderable ufe
afterwards, both as a florehoufe and floating factory, as
well as in facilitating the loading and unloading of other
veflels ; and fhe was alfo, for fome time, the place of
refidence for many fervants of the Company.

The precautions taken by the Dire&ors, and the early
as well as liberal fupply of neceflaries fent out by them,
' unhappily
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unhappily wéré not effeftudl in preventing a confidérable
mortality during the firlt rainy feafon. The rains began
about the third week in May 3 many fettlers houfes were
not completed, the Company’s forechoufe. was but im-
erfe@ly built, and their fervants, efpecially thofe of the
ower order, were accommodated extremely ill: the fol-
diers alfo were liable, from various caufes, to be much.
éxpofed, and the few fettlers who went from England,
were leaft of all prepared to meet the impending diffi-
culties of a rainy feafon. Perhaps the high degree of
health which almoft univerfally prevailed at the period
antecedent to the rains, by creating too much confidence
in the goodnefs of the climate, efpecially: among the
Europeans, might occafion fome flacknefs in making the-
neceflary preparations.

It is obvious from this general view of the flow progrefs
of the colony, that no attempt could as.yét have been
made to furvey and mark out the promifed lots of land,
the building of a temporary town having hitherto en-
grofled nearly the whole attention both of the Nova §¢otians
and of the Company’s fervants ; nor had any fteps worthy
of being mentioned been as yet taken with a view to-
commerce, though, through the miftaken advice of the
Company’s commercial agent, fome goods for trade had:
been fent out by the very firft fhips. :

The Dire®ors think they ought not to conceal fromr
the Proprietors, that a confiderable degreé¢ of mifander-
fanding had prevaifed, antecedént to this period, between'
the Governor and the Council, and that to their in< .~
efficiency during the firft three or four mofl important
months, a part at léaft of the fubfequent calamity is evis
déndy to be tracéd.

Eight of the pritcipal fervants had been nominated
to be mémbers of the countil, and alt the inferior officers
had been emjoined to pay the fame obedience to theif
orders which they owed to the Court of Direfors them-
felvés. The ofice of Governor having becomé vacant

Lo B at
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at the time when the firft thip failed, Mr. Clarkfon, who
had given great fatisfattion by his condu& in Nova
Scotia, was requefted to fill the fituation till a- fucceflor
fhould be appointed, and he had the cafting vote in
council.

The Direftors, alarmed by the evident want of order
and energy betrayed even by the firft accounts, adopted
the temporary expedient of throwing the whole refpon-
fibility on Mr. Clatkfon, giving him permiffion at the
fame time to aflume the whole power. Whether the
Diredtors erred in dividing the authority among fo many
as eight perfons, or whether the blame belonged more
properly to the Governor and Council, it is not perhaps
material now to canvas. The Direftors acquit the body
of acting counfellors of all wilful mifcondu&, with the ex-
ception indeed of one perfon detained in their employ, but
not originally appointed by them, whofe knowledge of
the natives and of the country made him appear a perfon
of importance at the outfet of the undertaking, but whofe
habits of intoxication, idlenefs, and irregularity, as well
as want of accuracy in his information, are neceflary to
be mentioned as one chief caufe of the firft difficulties of
the colony, and of the firft commercial difappointments
of the company. It is partly to be afcribed to the
extraordinary neglect of this perfon (whom it was the duty
of the-Governor and Council to diret and control) that
the colony was not fupplied with any freth -provifions
before the fickly feafon arrived. The Company’s fhips
were not employed for this purpofe as was direted to be
done, and the original body of inftrufions to the Gover-
nor and Council, drawn up by the Court of Dire&tors and
read to the Proprietors, received little or no confideration
till long after this period. Confufion in the accounts,
in the ftores, in the government, in the information
fent home, and in the operations of every kind prevailed;
and this confufion not only tended to aggravate in many
ways the diftre(s of the fickly feafon, but it cught, per-

: haps,
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haps, to be ftated as one principal occafion of the ex-
traordinary mortality.

The Dire&tors by no means make thefe obfervations
with any’ perfonal views, but they think it their duty,
when they are ftating the material events that have hap-
pened, to declare alfo their own impartial o inion of the
caufes which have led to them: and as a]l the diftrefles
and difficulties of the colony were during the firft rainy
feafor at their height, they think it proper to be very

articular in their defcription both of the antecedent
‘ftate of things, and of this calamitous period itfelf. The
difference, and indeed the contraft, that has been ex-
perienced between the firft and fecond rainy feafons, .
enables them to do this without fear either of greatl dif-/
piriting the proprietors or difcrediting the undertaking.

The ficknefs was the moft fevere and -alarming at the
beginning of the rains : about 8co blacks were fuppofed
to be laid up at one time, and very few paflfed through
the whole o; this trying feafon without fome indifpofition,
The diforder, which was the fever common to hot cli-
mates, while it affeted in different degrees the blacks
and whites almoft indifcriminately, proved much the
moft fatal to the Europeans, and efpecially to thofe
living on fhore, among whom the mortality was at one
time fuch as to excite reafonable apprehenfions concerning
the pra@ticability of the whole undertaking in the minds
of any perfons not well acquainted with the peculiar ciy-
cumftances of the cafe,

In the height of the ficknefs, all the medical perfons,
with but one exgeption, were laid up, fo that a few of
the chief fervants only could be properly attended. The
‘ftorekeepers living in a damp ftorehoufe, were fome of
the firft viGtims; increafing difficulty and confufion in the
delivery of the ftores was the confequence ; a retail fhop
had not yet been fet up, nor had a money medium been
gftablifhed : the doors of the ftorchoufe were continually

' - Bz crouded,
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cronded, but neither food nor phyfic, nor the other
neceffaries for the fick, though fupplied by the Dire&tors
in -fufficient quantities, were properly diftributed; the
fettlers huts, which were very {mall, were alfo many of
them damp, and a few were as yet unfinithed : a great
depreffion of fpirits at the fame time generally prevailed,
which produced a total helpleflnefs in the cafe of one or
two families from England, and this was one chief aggra-
vation of the diforder. '

The Direftors will not here anticipate all the more
particular information which they will have to give on
the head of the colony’s health, fince it will be found in
its place in a fubfequent part of this report: they will-
‘at prefent only mention that almoft one half of the
whites living on fhore were carried off during this
dreadful feafon, and nearly one tenth of the Nova
Scotians. = ' '

The colony was juft emerging from that ftate of diftrefs
into which it had been thrown, when a new event of a per-
plexing kind called for the attention of the government :
a fhip arrived from the Ifle of Bulam, having on board
a izca_t number of paflengers, many of them extremely
fick, who defired to be received into the colony. The
Directors of the Sierra Leone Company had previoufly
declined accepting propofals to go out as colonifts made
to them in England by many of the fame perfons who
went to Bulam, for they had conceived the firft fuccefs
of their colony materially to depend on the exclufion of
all Europeans, thofe alone excepted who being in the
regular pay of the Company were entirely fubje&t to
them ; they were afraid that even a few men from hence
of an improper caft, in the fituation of independent fettlers,
might materially prejudice or endanger the undertaking ;
that they might corrupt the morals of the colony, refufe
due obedience to government, as well as excite a fpirit
of general difcontent ; and if for any of thefe csze‘sh d::iz'l

' 0
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fhould be excluded from the f{ettlement, that they might
then only be driven, efpecially if they had lefc debts in
England, to feek a precarious livelihood by various im-
proper means among the neighbouring natives, perhaps
eventually turning Siave Tragders.

The Diretors had been determined by thefe confider-
ations to forbid for the prefent, with a very few exceptions,
the admiflion of Kuropeans into the colony ; they had alfo
deemed it neceflary to enquire very ftritly, both into the
charaéters and circumftances of thofe who went out in -
their fervice, and they had made it a rule to let no man”
go to Sierra Leone, who left debts in England undif-
charged; a rule of great ufe and importance, the prin<
ciple of which muft be given up if the Bulam adventurers,
who were a body of men unknown to the Sierra Leone
Company, fhould be received there. The Diretors had
taken the precaution of informing the Governor and
Council very fully of their fentiments on the whole of
this important fubjet ; and they had direéted that every
friendly affiftance thould be rendered to the Bulam colony ;
but in cafe it fhould happen that they fhould leave Bulam
and come to Si¢rra Leone, that they were not to be
allowed permanently to fettle there. The ierra Leone
governmerit, in conformity with thefs initrutions, de-
clined receiving the paflengers from Bulam as refidents
into the colony ; but after tupplying the ifick with a few
neceflaries, who were accommodated for a thart time on
fhore, they furnifhed them with a veffel to affift in bring-
ing them back to England, as their own thip, the Calypio,
was exceedingly crouded.

The Direttors have thought it proper to ftate thus
fully and explicitly both the orders fent out and the mo-
tives which operated with them on the occafion that has
been juft fpoken of : they were by no means actuated by
narrow views of monopoly and jealoufy of other traders;
nor fhall they ever fulfer themfelves, as they truft, to be
governed by any fuch principles ; and they are perfuaded
alfo, that they fhall only fecond the views of the Pro.

‘ prietors
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prietors by giving encouragement and affiftance to any
prudent and well regulated fchems of fettlement on the
coaft of Africa, fo far as it can be done without too much
expence to themfelves, and without committing to any
freth hazard the interefts of their own colony.

The chief obje® that engaged the attention of the
government of Sierra Leone after the ficknefs abated,
was the diftribution of the lots of land ; a work much
more arduous than had been expe@ed. It was found
impradicable indeed to give at once to each individual
his lot of twenty acres, thofe lands of the Company
which are either cantiguous to the water fide, or within a
reafonable diftance from Freetown, not being fufficient for
the purpofe. Even the labor of cutting the neceflary
paths, and of meafuring fo great a tra& of country,
would have been to0 great to be eafily accomplithed in
a fingle feafon. The Nova Scotians were made. fo fen-
fible of this, that they were willing to accept of four
acre lots for the prefent, of which however they now
became exceedingly eager to have immediate poficflion.

Both the Diretors and the Sierra Leone Government
were not lefs earneft than they to have this important
work effected ; for they were bound by the fpirit of the
promifes made in Nova Scotia to lofé no time in dif-
tributing the land, they were urged alfo by the continual
1mportunities of the colonifts, and they were at the fame
time influenced by pecuniary confiderations to attempt
the moft fpeedy accomplitiment of the bufinefs; fince
each colonift either continued to draw from the public
frores a gratuitous allowance of provifions, until his lot
of ground was given him, or elfe was employed in
working under the Company, when perhaps there was
not much occafion for his {ervices.

The orders fent out by the Dire@ors on the fubje& of
provifions, extended only to an allowance for a term that
was fpecified, and applied equally to the Nova Scotians,
. . o : 1o
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to the Company’s fervants, and to the few colpsiifts from
hence. The government were inftructed to give to all thefe
univerfally three months full allowance, equal to the com-
mon army allowance, and three months half allowance ; but
they, conceiving that the mctives which fuggefted the
giving of this gratuity, as wvell as the equity and even
the neceflity of the cafe called for fome extenfion of it,
thought proper to continue giving it to all thofe colonifts
who were kept out of pofleflion of their four acre lots of
land, and who were not engaged in the Company’s
employ. The Direftors, though fenfible of the great charge
to which they were fubjeting the Company, on taking
all circumitances into their confideration, could not refufe
their acquiefcence in thefe meafures of the government.

The importagce of proceeding with as little delay as
poflible in the diftribution of the lands was fo ftrongly
felt in the colony, that the Company’s Surveyor of
buildings (who took on him the duty of the Surveyor of
lands, the latter having returned on account of ill health to
England) attempted with the greateft fpirit to begin his
operations, together with a party of Nova Scotians, even
before the rains were over ; but he was repeatedly ftopped
by ficknefs. Nearly the whole fucceeding dry feafon
was confumed before the complete furvey and diftribution
of the four acre lots were finithed, though very great and
conftant exertions were made, and a large party of men
were employed in the work.

The Directors feel much regret at having to mention
to the Proprietors, that the land adjoining to the fettle-
ment has proved by no means fo good as every account
received before the inftitution of the Company had led
them to expe@. The defcription given of it in the work
of Lieutenant Matthews, to which th’ey had in fome mea-
fure trufted, is far more favourable than further obfer.
vation of that particular part of the country would have ‘
juftiied. The Diretors ftate this to be a difappointment
of the moft ferious kind, to which may be afcribed many,

of



( 16 )

of the difficulties;. and a great part of the tnexpefted
charges that have attended the eftablifhment of the coleny.
The {cite of Freetown is unqueftionably the beft that can
be found, in refpeét to the falubrity of the air, the good-
fefs of the water, and the convenience of the landing-
place; it can bardly fail therefore to continue the chief
place of trade, though other parts at a moderate diftance,
particularly thofe on the oppofite fide of the river, will
be found the moft favourable to cultivation. Cenfider-
able pains and expence have beern beftowed on the im-
provement of the landing-place; feveral other publie
works of the firft importance, fuch as the ere&ing of
a charch, hofpital, warchoufes, and other buildings (of
which the frames were fent from hence) the fencing and
cultivating of a garden of experiment, '?d the exetution
of fome meafures for the defence of the colony, have
alfo conftantly occupied a confiderable namber of the
Nova Scotia blacks, and have canfed a very large ex-
pence. ‘The Direftors have the fatisfadtion of obferving,
that no fort has been thought neceflary.

As the fecond dry feafon advanced, the eolony appears
to have been improving in all refpefts. An alteration
was made in the mode of government, a new council of
three perfons liaving been determined on by the Court of
Dire&tors. inftead of a council of eight, and two. gen-
tlemen of confiderable experience, the one ufed to a new
colony, the otherto a tropical climate, were the coun-
fellors fent out. , -

Regular minutes of couneil were kept from this period;
and alfo a journal of every materiil tranfaltion in the
colony, copies of which were fent to England from time
to time. Periodical reports of the progrefs of each prin-
cipal fervant of the Company, in his particular depart-
ment, were alfo made to the government, and tranfmitted,
together with their remarks thereon, to the Direfors 3
an indent was fent home of all the European-articles
likely



¢ 17) E
likely to be confumed annually by the colonifts; 4 rtore
corre@ mode of correfponding was entered upon ; and the
eriginal inftru@ions of the Court, as well as various parts
of their fubfequent letters, were now, for the firff time,
fully anfwered. ,

At the fame zra when this improvement took place in
fome refpect to the intelligence fent to England, the intetnal
order of the colony appears to have advanced materially.
New plans were formed for the maintenance of the
police and the adminiftration of juftice; more general
harmony began to prevail alo among the Company’s
fervants ; fome pains were taken to bringh :‘f and fettle
properly the Company’s accounts which had fallen into
great confufion, and more regularity of every kind .was
introduced ; at the fame time the public works gradually -
advanced, a plan was formed for rebuilding the town
on a more extenfive fcale; and the natives (who con:
tinued perfeitly friendly and often flocked to the fettle-
ment) appeared to view the improving ftate of Sierra
Leon¢ with increafing fatisfaction.

The breaking out of the war indeed at this time
damped the hopes, and in fome meafure interrupted the
progrefs, of the rifing colony; the embargo laid on
thipping in England at the beginning of it detained fome
of the Company’s veflels at a very inconvenient period 3
the prokibition to fend out provifions, except in fhips
armed as well as failing with convoy, proved alfo highly
detrimental to the fettlement; great murmurs were
excited by the temporary want of flour, which was the
confequence, and the dread of not being ablé to get from
the neighbourhood a fufficient quantity of rice (the fub-
ftitute for bread to which the DireGors trufted) occafioned
very ferious uneafinefs to the government : the additional
price that was laid on the Company’s goods in con-
fequence of the war aggravated the difcontent of the
colanilts; and a part of the gopofcd plan for rebuilding the

’ town



t 2 )

town was about this time vehemently objefted to' by the
Nova Scotians, théy refufing to admit of a refervation of
ground near the fhore, which the Government theught
proper to make for the fake of public convenience: this
laft difpute was fettled, after fome degree of conceflion
on the part of the company. The fecret caufe however,
to which the DireQors have been informed that much of
the diffatisfa&tion prevailing at this period may be traced,
was the unbecoming condu@® of one of the Company’s
fervants, who, on Mr. Clarkfon’s leaving the colony,
took occafion to prejudice a confiderable party of labourers
working under him againft the fucceeding governmemt:
this body of men made an attempt to raife the price of
labour in the colony, which was already very high, by
combinipg to leave their work ; but not finding the
government inclined to yield in any meafure to their
withes, they returned after a week’s interval to their
employments, and the Company’s fervant who was fup-
poied to have fown the feeds of this diffention, and whe
had alfo manifefted the greateft difrefpe@ towards the
overnment, having come to. England, was difmiffed
rom the fervice. ‘

For the fake of fatisfying the minds of the colonifts
and fecuring the peace of the fettlement, it was agreed
that two delegates, to be chofen by the whole hody of
Nova Scotians, fhould be fent to England to lay their
complaints before the Court of Dire&tors. This meafure
appears to have immediately produced the good effet
expeéted from it, and the colony, having fuffered no freh -
interruption of its tranquillity fince the departure of the
delegates, has gone on improving in every refpet.

Many circumftances happened during the courfe of this
fecond feafon, which clearly demonftrated the prac-
ticability of introducing cultivation, trade, and civilization
into Africa, although the prevalence of the Slave Trade,
and the counteraéting influenge of the perfons engaged in

it
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it almoft every where impeded, more or lefs, the views .-
of the Company. -
One of the Members of Council, accompanied by
another fervant of the Company, made a voyage to the
Ifland of Bananas, the Camarancas River, and the Plain-
tain Ifland, alf Iying te the fouth of Sierra Leone, con~
verfed with fome of the Chiefs, and happily removed id
a great meafure the prejudices which they had imbibed
againft the Company, whofe defigns had been reprefented
to them as direétly hoftile to their interef. As the in-
formation gained, during this voyage, may be detailed
more properly under fome of the heads to be hereafter
treated of than in the prefent narrative, no more than
the brief mention of this. expedition feems in this place
neceflary.

The advancing ftate of a regular plantation of the
Company, worked by native labourers, on the fide of the
river oppofite to Freetown, is another fubje@ neceflary to
be noticed here, in order to give a juft idea of the

rogrefs of the Colony; but this alfo, as well as the
geneﬁts derived from the labours of the Company’s botanift,
will be mare particularly fpoken of wnder the head of
Cultivation. ~

The Diretors are forry to mention, that the exertions
of their mineralogift, who was promifing to himfelf great
fuccefs in his refearches, were fuddenly terminated by an
unhappy accident which brought on his death. His
impatience to purfue the obje@s for the fake of which
- he went out, led him, contrary to the opinion of the
Governor and Council, to attempt an incurfion into the
interior country before the rains were over: he was fur-
nithed with goods to the amount of [ 200 or £ 300,
with which he propafed to trade as well as to purchafe
neceflaries during his journey, and he was attended when
he fet off by one or two free blacks. It appears that he
was after 4 fhort fime pluxédered of his goods in a par__;
: 2 0
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of the couritry where fome danger of this fort might have
been apprehended. When he got back to Sierra Leone,
he was too weak and exhaufted by a fever which he had
contrated during his expedition to give any diftin®
account of his misfortunes, or of the hardfhips he had
Juffered on his return, and he died a few days after.

A number of other circumftances very interefting to
the colony and to the feelings of the Dire®ors have
happened from time to time, which, if they were all
detailed, would extend this report to a very confiderable
length: the recital of them would tend to fhew the
variety of unexpe&ed difficulties, accidents, and dangers
to which a new colony is fubje&, and more fully to ex-
plain the caufes of that very large expenditure which the
Direttors will have to ftate : it would alfo ferve to exhibit
the growing ftrength of the colony, and to prove that it
has now become much more able to furmount any com-
mon accident than it had been during its earlier infancy.

One event not yet noticed deferves to be particularized;
that of the arrival at Sierra Leone of the late King
Naimbanna’s fon, who had come to England for edu-
cation, and his death within two days after. His cha-
ralter and improvement in learning will make an inte--
refting article, when the particular point of the civilization'
of Africa is confidered. His father, who was king or
‘chief of Sierra Leone, died a few months after the in-
ftitution of the colony, to which he fhewed himfelf on
all occafions the firmeft friend, and the news of his
deceafe occafioned his fon’s return. It is not at all pro-
bable, that if the fon had lived he would have been
eleCted King by the chiefs with whom the choice lies ;
for they feem difpofed in this inflance, as has been the
cuftom in other cafes, to prefer fome perfon of a more
advanced age to all the young relations of the deceafed.
But though the Direétors had no expe@ation that the fon

.would fucceed to the fitvation .of his father, yet- there

~

were



t 22 )

‘were circumftances which led them to hope that he would
not fail to render moft important fervices to the Company
on his return to his native country; and they therefore
wifh to pay to his memory the juft tritute of obferving,
that they confider the death of fo fincere a friend to the
Sierra Leone Company, and of {o enlightened an African,
as one of the calamities with which they have been
vifited, and as one of the inftances in which Providence
has been pleafed to difappoint the immediate hopes and
expectations of the infant colony. A fufpicion arofe
amongft his countrymen, in confequence of the groundlefs
fuggeftion of a black, that he had been poifoned by a
fervant of the Company on fhip board, and along palaver
was held upon the fubje&, by which, though it ended
favourably, fome alarm was excited in the fettlement, and
fome very unreafonable expences, through the neceflity of
entertaining a great concourfe of natives, were incurred.

The Dire&tors in giving this hiftorical account of the
colony, which they have now brought down to the
-beginning of the fecond rainy feafon, have not fpoken of
_the Trade of the Company, that being a fubject which
“will be better treated of by itfelf. It muft be obvious,
-from the view of things which has been given, that the
eftablifiment of the colony, involving as it has done
the happinefs of above a thoufand perfons, and implicating
alfo in a great meafure the future commercial intereits
of the Company, has hitherto been the chief object.
- Confiderable exertions however were made during the
-fecond dry feafon in the way of trade, the Governor and
Council having followed up the orders fent out on this
{ubje&t with great {pirit.

But Liere the Direftors have to mention another calamity
very lately announced to them, which is likely to produce
fome degree of inconvenienee to the colony, as well as
interruption to the trade; but which is chiefly to be
lamented on account of the pecuniary lofs attending it,

) namely,
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namely, the deftruftion of the Company’s flore-fhip the
York, with a confiderable quantity of goods in her, by
fire. Thefe confifted partly of the cargo of the fhip
Harpy, -which had lately arrived from England, and
partly of African produce valued at about £4000, which
had been collefted by the Company’s {mall veffels up and
down the coaft, and was on the point of being fent to
England. The fire is flated to have happened in the day
time, but to have fpread neverthelefs with great rapidity,
having caught thie awning over the deck : fome attempts
were made to induce both the natives and fettlers to affift
in extinguithing it, but they all refufed to approach
the veflel, conceiving that a large quantity gun-
powder was on board, nor would. they credit any af-
furances to the contrary. The whole lofs fuftained by
the Company on this occafion is calculated by the
Governor and Council at above £.15,000. No infurance
had been made either on the veffel or the goods in her,
which indeed it would not have been very praticable to
effeét to any confiderable extent under all the circam-
ftances of the cafe. The fame veflel which brought
horhe the account of the fire; brought alfo the firft in-
formation both of the collection of this African prodace
and of the arrival at Sierra Leone of the goods which
were burnt, .

The DireQors have the fatisfation of obferving to the
Court that the fame difpatches (bearing date the 26th
of December 1793) which convey this unhappy intelli-
gence, bring alfo very favourable accounts of the colony,
particularly in refpe&t to. healthinefs, up to the end of
the fecond rainy feafon. In'the period correfponding to
that which had carried off in the preceding year one
tenth of the blacks and nearly one half of the whites no
particular mortality had happened, and yet the laft feafon
15 faid to have been more unfavourable than ufual, the rains
having been heavy and the martality in the neighigoa:ripg

ories
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faltories uncommonly great. It is obfervable alfo that
the refidents on fhore are found now to have their heaith
much better than thofe on thip-board, the experience of
the fecond year being in this refpe@ the reverfe of the
experience of the firft : even the mortality on fhip-board,
however, appears in the fecond year to have decreafed.
On the whole thergfore the DireQors truft, that fince the
colony has food its ground even during the worft part of
a very uphealthy year, it may now fairly be confidered
as in a flate of progreflive improvement.

Having thus brought the hiftory of the fettlement
down to the period of Chriflmas 1793, the Dire&ors
have only to &ate in the next place fome circum-
frances which have taken place in England, before they

roceed to give an account of the fums which have

expended and of the prefent flate of the Company’s
G .

It has been already mentioned that two delegates,
chofen by the body of Nova Scotians, were permitted by
the Governor and Council to go to England, in order to
lay the various complaints of their conftituents before
the Court of Direftors. They prefented a petition pur-
porting to be the fenfe of the whole body, couched in
firong terms, which however the Dire&ors have fome
reafon to think were not thoroughly approved by a great
part of the Nova Scotians : the petition had never been
fhewn to the Governor and Council. The points com-
- plained of were chiefly, the high price of goods at the
Company’s flore-houfe ; the inadequate wages paid to
them by the Company for their labour ; the nonfulfilment
of certain promifes faid to have been made to them by
Mr. Clarkion; and a variety of trifling inftances of fup-
pofed mifcondué in the fucceeding Governor.

- The Court of Direftors, after fully confidering the
petition and hearing the evidence of the delegates there-
upon, came to the following refolution, which was com-
municated to them.

¢ Refolved,



( 24 )

¢ Refolved, '
¢ That the Court confider the petition of the Nova
¥ Scotians as hafty, and the fa&ts therein mentioned as
« chiefly founded on miftake and mifinformation.
¢ That it appears to have been drawn up and agreed
¢ to at a time when the unfortunate delay of the Com-
¢« pany’s fhips, through the breaking out of the war,
* had occafioned fome temporary diftrefs and dif-
¢ fatisfation, which fome defigning perfon or perfons
¢ then in the colony may have contributed to_encreafe.
¢ The Court are of opinion therefore, that through
« the arrival of the large fupplies lately fent from hence,
¢ and the continued care and attention of the Governot
¢¢ and Council to the interefts of the colony, every ma-
< terial caufe of. diffatisfaction will have ceafed before
¢ the arrival of thefe refolutions at Sierra Leone. As it is
¢« undoubtedly the intereft of the colonifts, fo the Directors
¢ truftitwill alfo be their general with,to promote harmony
¢ and to difcountenance all fa&tious attempts to difcredit
« the government of Sierra Leone, fince on their due
«¢ obsdience to government, under the blefling of pro-
s vidence, their happinefs, their liberty, and perhaps
¢ their very lives depend. It is on this ground that the
¢« Diretors earneftly exhort the general body of Nova
¢ Scotians, both as freemen and as Chriftians, to dif-
< courage all unreafonable difcontent, to pay refpe@t and
¢¢ obedience to the government, and if, contrary to the
¢« Directors expetations, any actual grievances thould
«¢ exilt at the time of receiving this refolution, the Conrt
¢« of Diretors recommend it to the Nova Scotians tem-
¢¢ perately to reprefent the cafe to the Governor and
¢« Council. But if they fhould hereafter conceive it to
« be neceffary to prefer their complaints hither, that
«¢ they will in fuch cafe previoufly acquaint the Governor
¢ and Council with the purport of them, in order that
¢ the Court may receive their fentiments thereupon,
¢ and

By
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¢ and may thus have the whole of the fubjett at once
¢ before them.” , .

The delegates having been made acquainted with the
above refolution, a very hafty remonftrance from them
was the confequence, in which they betrayed the fame
kind of vehemence and difrefpect to the Court of Diretors,
which had occafionally been fhewn to the government at
Sierra Leone. After about two months further detention
in England, during which it was thought proper to make
them a fmall allowance for their fubfiftence, and after
fome further interviews with the Direfors, they fet fail,
having apparently become perfe@ly well difpofed to the
Company.

The Proprietors muft probably have been led to refle®
in the courfe of the preceding hiftory, and efpecially in
confequence of the laft mentioned circumftances, how
important as well as difficult a part of the Directors duty
it has been, to give tolerable fatisfattion to the Nova
Scotians on the one hand, and to avoid every profufe
and improper application of the Company’s funds on
the other. And indeed the Dire®ors have fo often had
occafion to notice to the Court the trouble and expence
which the Nova Scotians have occafioned, that fome
doubt may probably have been excited concerning
the general expediency of the meafure of introducing
them into the .colony. A few further obfervations feem
therefore neceffary to be added, in order to leave a juft
impreflion both of the advantages and difadvantages
which have refulted from the migration of this body of
men to Sierra Leone.

It muft be admitted that the charge which they have
brought on the Company has been extremely great; the
grant of provifions which was made on the principle
already mentioned may be eftimated at about £.20,000;
the Company’s eftablifument has in almoft every part of
it been unavoidably enlarge;g in proportion to the number

- of
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of colonifts ; the Company’s thips have heen neceffarify
employed in a great meafure for their ufe ; and an ex-
pence has alfo been incurred in the diftribution of the
Tands allotted to them : fome lofs has alfo been fuftained
by taking more of them into the Company’s emgloy than
were always wanted for the public fervice, and by allow-
ing them at the {ame time a rate of wages which, though
complained of in feveral of their memorials to the
government, was at leaft twice as high as that given to
the natives, who neverthelefs are nearly equal to' the
Nova Scotians in the article of common labotir ; though
it muft be confefled that the natives are totally incapable
* of fome very neceffary branches of work, with which
the Nova Scotians are tolerably well acquainted.

Thefe are the principal charges to which the Company
has been fubjected by the acceflion of this body of coloniits :
they are charges of which for the moft part it was, from
the natare of them, impoffible to make any juft eftimate
before-hand, ‘and the extent of which, on account of the
unexpeéted number that embarked, as well as the various
‘delays and difappointments that happenned at Sierra

cone, was ‘certainly not forefeen. But it fhould be
remembered, that when the Direfors invited thefe fettlers
tb Sierra Leone they a&ted neceffarily on probabilities 3
they were aware that various circamftances very difficuls
to be calculated might arife, but a prompt decifion on their
part was indifpenfible. They thought it prudent on the
whole to make the promifes in the declaration that has
been read to the Court, and the Nova Scotians have
crofled the feas on the faith of having them fulfilled. The
Direttors however fairly avow, that befides a literal com-
pliance with the flipulations made in Nova Scotia, they
confider themfelves alfo to be under a moral ¢bligation
not to leave ‘the colonifts to experience any extremitieg
which the Company can relieve, until it fhall be pofiible
for them to fupport themfelves by their lands or by fome
other means: and on this ground it is that they have
never
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never yet hefitated to fend out to the fettlement what-
foever goods they had reafon to believe were firiftly
neceflary for its confumption ; leaving it to the difcretion
of the Governor and Council to furnith fuch articles as
thely thought fit to the colonifts on credit. o
If thofe expe@ations which the DireQors formed, and
which they think they had good reafon to form at the
time when they invited over the Nova Scotians, had been
fulfilled, if the land round Freetown had been as fruitful
as it was defcribed, and the Nova Scotians had proved as
manageable and as induftrious as they were reprefented,
and as they appearéd for fome fpace of time to. be, the
charges would then unqueftionably have been lefs, and
the advantages on the other hand would huve been much
greater than they have proved; nor can any doubt be
entertained that the tranfplanting of this bady of men
to Sierra Leone would, in that cafe, have been a meafure
in a high degree beneficial both to themfelves, to the
Coimpany, and to Africa.
ut even under all the difficulties and difappointmenty
which have arifen, the advantages that have refulted from
their Migration have been many and important; though
they have been advantages that have accryed rather iq
Africa and to the cplonifts themfelves, than to the Pro-
prietors.
A more rapid improvement in the healthinefs of the
ttlegient, through the more enlarged fize of the town,
and the more extended cultivation of the foil, a greater
facility in inducing valuable men to go out én agcount
of the -greater importance of the undertaking, a more
confiderable extenfion of the Company’s reputation and
influence in Africa ; and a quicker progrefs in civilization,
but, above all, a far greater fecurity hereby obtained
againft any attack that might be dreaded either from the
natives or any other enemy—all thefe are advantages
which evidently belong to an undertaking on a larger
sather than to one on a fmaller fcale, and if therefore
D3 therg
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there be no danger, left the funds which may properly be
deftined to the eftablithment of the coloay fhould be ex-
haufted before it has arrived at maturity, it can hardly
be denied that fo powerful a body of colonifts muft afford
a far better profpe&t of fuccceding in the great objets of
the inftjtutjon. ' '

The Direftors in proceeding to lay before the Court
an account of the expences that have been incurred, and 2
general ftate of the Company’s finances, have only fur-
ther to premife, that in difcharging their important truft
they have endeavoured to praftice that fpecies of
ceconomy which is connected both with found policy and
with fubftantial juftice. They bave had a duty to fulfi]
to three defcriptions of perfons: to the Proprietors in the
firft place, with whofe money they have been entrufted ;
to their fervants at home and abroad, who ought to be
fairly requited according to the nature of their fervices ;
and they have alfo been under that obligation of duty ta
the colonifts which has been already fpoken of. To
reconcile thefe different,- for they will not call them con-
tending, claims, has been the great obje& of the Dire&ors,

They will ftate firft the expences incurred in eftablithing
the colony, of which, though the total can hardly fail to
be tolerably corre®, yet many particulars in confequence
o‘f;il;he caufes already ftated are taken merely from
eiumate, ‘

. EXPENCES
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EXPENCES incurred in ¢fiablifbing the COLONY.
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Brought forward - v ee  2200§
Incidental expences in the colony, viz.
Mz&iﬂcl, furgiéal inftfurdents, books and ﬂa-} 1630
ionary, &c. - - - - - -
Equipment of botanift and mineralogift - 400

Prefents to chiefs, expence of palavers, and
various other incidental charges N -'} 1500

! . 3530

Expence. of the Outfit and Maintenance of fuch
¥art of the Company’s SHIPPING as was employed

or the prote&ion, and accommodation of the colony, ¢ 17849

and in colleQing prévifions and live ftock on the
C“ﬁ, about - - - - -

Expence of Provifions granted to the colonifts before)
they were put into pofleffion of their lands, cfti-$ 20000
mated at - - - - -

Sundry Loffes and Gratuities in England,
confifting chiefly of fums advanced to the Company’s
fervants, whicl{. were not recovered through their 1
dying or retiring from the fervice, and of gratuitics 45
paid according to the teyms of the Company’s cngage-

- ment to the near relations of the deceafed” - - am—e—

SUPPOSED E_Xl"ENCE in ESTABLISHING the
COLONY. - . - - -

.} essao

To which is to be added the lofs fuftained by 15000
the burning of the fhip York, eftimated at - § 159
And other loffes by robbery, damage through
expofure to the climate, and artieles thatg 3000
proved unferviceable - - - - * 18009
SUPPOSED EXPENCE of ESTABLISHING the 82620
COLONY, the LOSS INCLUDED - -4 &
! . - m - - -

The CAPITAL STOCK of the Company is £.235280
The intereft received thereonis ~ -~ - 7619

Making regether - - - 242899
From which if theabove fam of -~ - 82620 be taken,

There remains - - .. £.160279 to be
pecouiited for, whick is done in the following mapner
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DEAD STOCK at SIERRA LEONE, which though 8ated as pase
of the remaining effe@s of the Company, is neverthelefs not te be
confidered as convertible into moncy, &or as besring a valus by
any means equal to the fum whxcil it bas coft, confifting of
buildings, lands, and fortifications, &c. at Sierra Leone.

Buildings belonging to the Campany, viz.
Coft at Sierra Leone of a church, warehouf+,) £. £
range of thops, two hofpitals, two dwclhng—
houfes, and four canvas houfes, fcnt from ( 393°
England, about  «
Coft at Sierra Leone of varmus mtcml- fnr
finithing the buildings belonging to the Com-
pany, viz. bricks, tlles, hmc, lcantling, and{ 45%
deals, about -
Coft of putting together the bmldmgs fent out,
and os the ere&ion of other bujldings for thcg 3300
ufe of the Company’s fervants, abott
Expended in improving the landing place, mak-
ing a wharf, roads,and fundry puhhc works,% 3000
about -
A large crane, ﬁr.. engines, &c
Furniture for the ufe of the governor, ?hyﬁcmn,

and chaplain - °°

Landa, viz.
Expended in purchafe of lands at Sierra Leone, 17
and in cultivation on the Company’s accaunt 750
In the allotment of lands to the Nova Scotians,
on which a rent is referved to the Conkz

2500
pany,about - - - . .

— 4350

Articles for the defence of the colony, viz.

Expended in arms, ammunition, and other articles 2500

In labor and conftrudtion of works of defence - 2000 -
about 4500

‘Total Dead Stock - - « £. 24685

Capital in Trade, viz.
African produce in England, eftimated at - 1000
. Cargoes of three veﬂ'cls now on thCll‘ £.16
aflage out - 6500
Dedud for goods not paud for 10400
Carried ferward £ 7500 84685
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. Brought forward - 7500 24688
QGoods at Sietra Leone, or on board the Com- :
pany’s veflels on the coaft - - } 7900
Value of dollars in the colony, about - -~ 1000
Debts due from the colonifts to the Company,
much the greater part of which is expe&ed 2000
to be recovered, about
Prie]:;ent cftimated . value of the Company s
PpTota\l capxtal now mvefted in trade -

9000

£.27400

Property belonging to the Company placed
at intereft, &c. or invefted il:x public fe-
curities, viz.

o d Lo s d £
Placed at intereft in the hands
of the Royal Bank of bcot-g 39000 ©0 ©
landﬂ_ -
At Mefirs. Bamett and Co’s. ;
the bankers, &ec. - -g 5110 9

Invefted i fo l sgIst 109
nvefted in 4 per cent confoli- :
dated BaaneAnmnm 15140 0 o
In India bills and bonds - 23168 12 8
In Navy and vi€ualling bills 30733 16 7
. . 09042 9 3
‘Total property at intereft & in public fecuriti 108194

————

TOTAL REMAINING EFFECTS of the COM-
'PANY, the DEAD STOCK at SlERRA LBONE L. 160279
mcludcd - -
’ e
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_ 'THE Dire@lors have thus flated, as correftly as
they are able, the whole expenditure that has taken
place, and the prefent fituation of the funds of the Com-
pany ; but they cannot difimifs this fubje@ without ob-
ferving, that they confider the expences of which they
have been giving the account as éxtremely great, and as
very far exceeding every idea which the Proprietors can
be fuppofed originally to have formed of their probable
extent, The extraordinary magnitude of them has been
owing to a variety of unforefeen circumftances, which
though already touched upon in the preceding narrative,
the Dire@ors will fhortly recapitulate. They appear
principally to be the following : -

Firft, the inefficiency of the original body of coun-
fellors, which gave occafion to great irregularity in the
outfet of the éolony; and it is to be feared alfo, to much
prodigality and wafte. '

Secondly, the ficknefs and mortality of the firft rainy
feafon, which not only fufpended for a time almoft all
the induftry of the colony, but likewife tended to aggra-
vate, in various ways, feveral chief heads of expence.

Thirdly, the unprodu@ivenefs of the land adjoining
the town, which by diminithing the means of prefent
fupport to- the colonifts, has neceffarily thrown an in-
creafed weight of expence upon the Company.

. Fourthly, the burning of the York, a misfortune of
the firft magnitude, if confidered in a pecuniary light.

Fifthly : one further circumftance remains to be men-
tioned, which, whether it be contemplated in a pecuniary
view or in any other, muft be clafled among the chief mis-
fortunes which have befallen the infant colony ; namely,
the breaking out of the war; an event, which befides put-
ting the Company to the expence of furnithing additional
protettion to the fettlement, has raifed the coft of the
European articles carried thither to a confiderable degree ;
which has therefore increafed the expence of living at
Sierra Leone, has tended to prevent the decreafe that

E might
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might have been looked for irf the price of labour, and
has thus enhanced the charge of profecuting thofe public
works in which the Company at a more early period
thought proper to engage. The Dire&tors might alfo
notice a number of other difadvantages to which the
Company has been fubjected by the war, fuch as the
long detention which it has occafioned to fome of their
veflels, and the difficulty and expence of procuring and
taintaining failors : the uncertainty which the war has
caufed in the tranfmiflion of intelligence inay alfo be ftated
both as 4 pecuniary difadvantage and a very material
inconvenience. . :

Having thus enumerated the principal unforefeen caufes
whereby the charges of éftablifhing the colony have been
dggravated, the Dire@tors with to notice two particular
heads of expence in the preceding account, which have
exceeded their expeftation very confiderably indeed :
they allude to the charge of £.20,0c0 for provifions,
and that of £.17,840 for maintenance of fuch part of
the Company’s fhipping as has been applied to the" pro-
tection and ufe of the colony.

" The Dire@ors have ‘the fatisfaCtion of obferving, that

of thefe two chief heads of charge, the former. has now
" entirely, and the latter has very nearly, ceafed ; and
they wifh to inform the General Court that they are ufing
their beft endeavours to put a period in like manner to
all expences, except thofe which either fall under the
licad of trade, and cultivation on' the Company’s own
decount, or belong to the annual eftablifhment: they
trult indeed that the redu@ion of expences which they have
been aiming at is now ncarly effeled, and that while the
chief difficultics of the colony are fubfiding on the one
hand, the Company’s burthen in fupporting it is ceafing
alfo on the other.

On the whole, when the DircQors review what is paft,
they
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they are ready to own that they fee fome things, which
if poflefled of more experience, they might have con-
dulted in a more frugal or advantageous manner; they
however perceive many of the untoward circumflances
which have arifen to have been fuch as human forefight
could not have anticipated, nor human wifdom have con-
trolled ; they can alfo look back upon many efcapes and
deliverances which the colony has experienced, nat
through any care or management of thofe whom the Pro-
prietors have appointed to fuperintend it, but through that
help of Providence alone which has hitherto proteéted it.
—When they look forward, they arc led from their own
palt experience to expet fome further difficulties and
dangers not now poflible to be diftin&tly fpoken of or
provided againft; and they are aware alfo that the be-
ginning of colonization has been in general arduous,
hazardous, and expenfive ; far more {o tnan the minds of
thofe who firft engaged in fuch undertakings have been
difpofed to believe. The Direétors therefore by no means
allow themfelves to indulge any expectations of rapid and
uninterrupted fuccefs, yet they are induced by the gradual
advances towards maturity which the colony has already
made in the midft of many difficulties, to entertain an
encreafing hope of its eitablilhment and future profperity ;
and they feel for their own part very fufficient encourage-
ment fteadily and cheerfully to perfzvere; they are
confcious however, that after all the attention due to fuch
an undertaking has been given to it, they muft lcave the
event to the Supreme di%'pofal of Him who can either
difappoint utterly, if he pleafes, themoft favourite fchemes
of men, can obftrut and fufpend for a while their ac-
complithment, or can crown them, if he fees fit, with the
moft fignal and unexpected fuccefs.

They will proceed now to fpeak of the feveral heads
of which they gave notice that they thould treat par-

ticularly in the introduéion to this report.
K2 ' HEALTH.
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HEALTH.

THE Dire&ors have already mentioned the caufes
to which they are perfyaded that the mortality in the firft
rainy feafon at Sierra Leone ought to be afcribed; but
their obfervations on this fubje& will be very much illuf-
trated and confirmed by the ftatement of fome particulars
refpeéting it. .

The upper fervants of the Company who went out in
the firft year were twenty-fix in number; thefe confifted
of eight counfellors, a chaplain, feveral medical perfons, a
fecretary, accountant, and fome others, who were all well
accommodated : no more than four of this clafs have
died, and of thefe four deaths only two can properly be
charged to the climate.

Of lower fervants, fuch as clerks in the ftorezhoufe,
overfeers, a gardener, baker, and feveral artificers, there
went out fifty-nine perfons, their families being included,
of whom no lefs than twenty-nine died ; many of thefe
were often expofed to the rains, and feveral of them were
intemperate ; they were alfo in general uncomfortably
lodged, and in confequence of the ficknefs prevailing
among the furgeons they could have but a fmall fhare of
the medical attendance.

Of fettlers there went out, including their families,
eighteen, of whom no lefs than thirteen died; fome of
thefe were much addited to liquor, and their fituation
was in every refpect worfe than that of the laft-mentioned
clafs. ,

Of foldiers there went out fixteen. who were almoft
univerfally intemperate : when it is alfo confidered how
they muft have been circumftanced in other refpefts, it
cannot excite much furprife that fo many as eleven of
thefe fhould have died.. ' I
. n
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In all there went ouit in the firft year one hundred and
nineteen white perfons, of whom fifty-feven died.

In the fecond year, all the foldiers and fettlers, as wel
.as the families of the lower whites, having either died or
returned to England, the whites - refident in the colony
were reduced to about forty, of whom only four or five
have died.

The Dire&ors do not include in-this account any deaths
among the officers and crews of the Company’s thips,
becaufe as they were not always ftationed at Sierra Leone,
the queftion of the healthinefs or unhealthinefs of the

.colony is not much affeted by the degree of morta}ity
among them ; nor has any complete return on this fubjeét
-as yet reached England. The Direfors are led to judge
however from the information that has been received

- from the greater part of their thips, that between twenty
and thirty white failors may have died on bozrd of all
their veflels in the fpace of two years: the whole number
of failors in their fervice has feldlom exceeded one hun-
-dred and forty, or one hundred and fifty, and the mortalisy
may perhaps therefore be fairly computed &t about feven
or eight per cent per annum.*

The mortality among the Nova Scotians has been as
follows. The number of thefe that landed in the year
1792 was eleven hundred and thirty-one, many of them
being very ill through the remains of a fever which
appears to have been fatal to a few of their original body
‘in Nova Scotia, and to have carried off fixty-five of
them during the paffage : of thefe eleven hundred and

* It appears from the evidence of the fubftance of the mufter
rolls from Liverpool and Briftal, given in to his Majelty’s privy
" counfel, and inferted in their: lordhip’s printed report, that the
mortality among the failors during cne voyage in the Slave Trade,
,was about twenty-one per cent, eight hundred and fifty-eight failors
having died out of four thoufand and eighty, who formed the
crews of one hundred and twelve fhips.

thirty-
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thirty-one perfons thus landed, forty died within a few
weeks after they reached Sierra Leone, evidently in con-
fequence of the fame fever : the whole body then became
extremely healthy, but when the rainy feafon was fet in,
an almoft univerfal ficknefs prevailed, of which ninety-
eight Nova Scotians died, which was nearly one-tenth of
their whole number.

In the fecond rainy feafon, although fome return of
ficknefs has been experienced, yet the deaths among the
Nova Scotians have been very few indeed. The account
which the Direftors have received does not extend to the
whole year, but it appears that not more than five of them
have died during three of the moft unhealthy months.

The following is an extra& from a report of the Com-
pany’s phyfician, written in the moft unfavourable period
of the laft rainy feafon, being dated the 14th of O¢tober,
1793.

¢ Although the degree of fickuefs fince the com-

mencement of the prefent vear has been upon the whole

- comparatjgely fmall and the lofs fuftained by deaths
¢ trifling, yet thofe months which have elapfed fince the
¢ beginning of the rains have proved more fickly than
¢« all the preceding. The Nova Scotians have ex-
< perienced during the rains a confiderable fhare of fick-
¢ nefs, but in general the complaints were trifling. "They
¢ appear row to be fo well accuftomed to the climate
¢ that there is little reafon to apprehend any great mor-
¢ tality among them. There are but few who itill fuffer
¢ from the effects of laft year’s ficknefs, or whofe health
¢¢ is precarious. Few places perhaps‘in England of the
¢« fame fize can fhew a greater number of fine healthy
¢ Jooking children than are daily to be feen in our
¢s fchools; the heat of the climate appears to have little
< effet upon them.— During this period fevers have
¢ been.pretty frequent among the whites : [ have every
reafon to hope the fick lift is on the decreafe, and I
¢ flatter myfelf they will all be reftored to health. Ome
' ‘ very
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* very unfavourable circumftance has attended our fck
¢ this year, the want of flour: it being ferioufly felt by
¢ thofe in health, much more o by the fick.”

The fubfequent difpatches of the 26th December give
a much more favourable account of the health of the
colony at that time, and mention the whole year’s mor-
tality to have been as already ftated to the Court.

The Dirctors think it proper here to add a remark
that chiefly regards themfelves, concerning that vaft
mortality among the whites which happened in the firft
year. The Proprietors muft have obferved: that the

reateft proportion of deaths was among the fettlers, the

Idiers, the lower fervants and artificers. It affords the
Direftors no fmall fatisfattion to refle, that inftead of
urging any of thefe to adventure out, they refufed to
engage many perfons of each of thefe three defcriptions,
whom they were earneftly folicited to fend, and were with
difficulty prevailed on to carry out thofe who went.

The unwillingnefs of the Direftors to take out that
clafs among whom the mortality was the greateft, namely,
the European fettlers, gave umbrage to feveral perfons
who were very eager to become African colonifts, and
in part perhaps gave occafion to the inftitution of the
Bulam Company.

Their indifpofition to enlarge the number of foldiers,
among whom, next to the fettlers, the mortality was the
greateft, occafioned the refignation of one or two of their
chief fervants, and at the fame time drew a ftrong re-
monftrance from feveral gentlemen who were purpofing
to adventure out. The Diretors were alfo fo much
aware of the various evils which might refult from the
maintenance even of their {mall military eftablifhment,
that they wrote to recall all the foldiers as foon as the
peaceablenefs of the natives was afcertained, but the order
arrived too late. . .

They were {o fenfible alfo of the danger to which the
artificers and their families, whe formed 2 material part

. of
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of the third clafs, were expofed, (moft of whom through'

an accident at fea were likely not to arsive till the eve of
the rainy feafon,) that they offered to difcharge a great
part of them in England, not only indemnifying them
for their lofs of time but adding alfo fome gratuity ; a few
accepted the offer, but a great part, including almoft alf
thofe who had families, were bent on the profecution of
the voyage. ,

The Dire@ors have mentioned thefe minute circum-
ftances for the fake of letting it appear that they have
been far from eager on their part in prefling thofe to go
to Sierra Leone who have run the greateft ritk of their
lives in adventuring thither, and for the fake of pointing
out alfo the extreme danger to which thofe perfons are
expofed on their arrival in a tropical climate, who are
either unprovided with the means of comfortable accom-
modation and f{ubfiftence, or who are likely to fall into
any habits of intemperance; for the above detail will
fhew that thefe are the two principal caufes to which the
extraordinary mortality is evidently to be traced.

The Direftors having thus endeavoured to give an
exa& and impartial account of thofe circumftances and
events in the colony which relate to the fubjet of health,
are defirous of leaving its chara&er in this refpeét to reft on
the fimple evidence of the abovementioned fa&s ; they will
only add, that they are not aware of any reafons why the
climate of Sierra Leone fhould prove eventually inferior
to that of many fettlements between the tropics in diffe-
rent quarters of the world, of which the healthinefs is now
undifputed ; for fome of thefe have been much more un-
favourable to the health of the firft fettlers than Sierra
Leone has yet proved : it feems therefore very reafonable
to expedt, that in proportion as cultivation advances, and
all the accommodations of life improve, the fame gradual
amendment will take place in the healthinefs of this
colony, which has been experienced in other cafes.

TRADE.
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TR ADE.

‘ IN fpeaking of the Trade of the Company,
the Direftors have rather to mention the orders given
and the fteps taken, with a view to its inftitution, than
to report much actual progrefs.

They fent out a moderate aflortment of goods for
trade by the very firft fhips, but though this was done in
confequence of the advice of the commercial agent him-
Telf, who took charge of them and who was well ac-
quainted with the coaft, yet no effort to difpofe of them
was made during his continwance in their fervice; the
chief part of thefe articles confequently remained on
* thip-board during the rains; even many of thofe intended

or immediate ufe in the colony were not delivered out
of the veflels till after this period, and it is to be feared,
that through the mifconduét of this perfon, as well as the
inefficiency of the Council and the confequent confufion
in the colony that has been ftated, while many in-
dividuals were lofing their lives on the one hand, no
fmall part of the Company’s property was diflipated on
the other.

The irregularity that prevailed in the commercial de-
partment was much aggravated by the illnefs of alinoit all
the perfons employed in it. The ficknefs of the chief
ftorekeeper was fuch that he was obliged to return to
England ; the chief accountant died ; the chief commer-
cial agent, who has been already fpoken of, died alfo,
without having rendered up any regular accounts ; feveral
inferior ftorekeepers, as has been mentioned under the
preceding head, fell victims to the fevere duty which the
difficulties of this period impofed on them ; and the per-
fons, who through the neceflity of the cafe were ap-
pointed on the fpot to fill th; vacancies, were little ufed

. 0
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to book-keeping ; one perfon alone remained (the prefent
book-keeper) who was properly acquainted with mer-
cantile bufinefs.

Thus it has happened, that the Dire&ors, who thought
~they had done every thing that depended on them to
fecure punétuality in accounts from the very inftitution
of the colony, have found themfelves entirely deprived
of the proper means of examining into the expenditure
and application of all the firft cargoes; and they are
forry to add, that although one of the Members of Coun-
cil applied himfelf for a confiderable time to the eita-
blithment of a proper fyftem of book-keeping, yet his
efforts alfo have been rendered abortive through the
burning of the York, whereby all the moft material books
of the colony were deftroyed.

The Court will not wonder that the Direftors were
flow in fending out articles for trade at a time when fo
much confufion was known to prevail in the colony, and
when the commercial fervants, who had died or returned
to England, were not yet replaced. The Company’s
prefent commercial agent however carried out a large
affortment fuited to-the African market, a great part of
which was immediately diftributed on board the Com-
pany’s fmall veflels, which.are gone with them down the
coaft; the remainder, as has been ftated, were un-
fortunately deftroyed on board the York.

In order to give a more complete idea of the commer-
cial plans of the Diretors, it may be proper here to men-
tion the number of veflels of every kind belonging to
the Company, and the fervices in which they are em-
ployed. They have one fhip, the Harpy, of 380 tons
burthen ; another the Amy, of zoo tons; and ten veflels
of 35 to 120 tons. The York, of 850 tons, having
- been deftroyed, one of the two larger fhips is for a
time likely be ufed in her ftead as a ftore fhip, while the
-other of them may carry goods to and from Sierra Leone,
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all the fmaller veflels being chiefly engaged in colle@ing
produce on the African coaft, which they are ordered to
convey to the colony as the place of depofit.

The Court in the outfet of their undertaking were led
from various caufes to purchafe rather than to charter the
veflels which carried out goods for Sierra Leone ; but the
vaft expence which has been found to attend their larger
thips, bas difinclined them from making any further pur-
chafes of this fort ‘ .

It fhould be obferved, that the chief part of thofe
heavy expences which have been hitherto incurred in the
maintenance of the thipping, and which have been much
enhanced by the war, though mentioned under this head,
have been ftated ir the account as a charge on the
eftablifhment of the colony, and not on the trade of the
Company. The DireGtors however have the fatisfattion
of knowing, that every one of their, fmaller veflels has
been for fome time employed in trading expeditions, and
that of their two large fhips, one is now engaged in
trade, and the other is made ufe of at Sierra Leone both
as a receptacle for goods and a protetion to the colony.

‘The Governor and Council have thought proper, as a
fubfidiary means of fecuring a confiderable quantity of
produce, to eftablith a few fmall faltories chiefly in
the neighbouring rivers,. which has been done at a
trifling expence. The French {lave faftory at Gambia,
which commanded one branch of the river Sierra Leone,
being fituated a few miles above Freetown, has recently
been relinquithed. Other openings of various kinds have
arifen, the particulars of which the DireQors will not be
expefted to detail; and though no more than a fmall
.quantity of African produce, amounting to a few thou-
.?and pounds, has, for the reafons already mentioned, as yet
reached England, yet in no refpe&t do the Governor and
.Council ftate the profpects of the Company to have more
.confiderably improved than in the openings in the way
-of trade which have appeared in the Jaft year, and

Fz efpecially
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efpecially in the latter part of it, when the general de-
clenfion of the African commerce, through the failure of
mercantile credit in England, was very obfervable on the
coaft. - '
" The Dire@ors muft here remark however, that they
look forward to the period of the abolition of the Slave
‘Trade, as the great zra when a confiderable commerce
in African produce may be expected to commence. When
the Africans, who have been long habituated to European
articles, fhall find that nothing will be taken in return
but the produce of their land and labour, then this pro-
duce muft unqueftionably increafe ; they already fhew a
difpofition to till the foil, if adequate encouragement be
given them, as the falts which will be recited under the
head of cultivation will fufficiently evince ; and as foon
as the Slave Trade fhall fail them, there is therefore the
ftrongeit reafon to hope that cultivation will immediately
proceed ; and it is not unnatural to fuppofe that thofe
articles may be raifed and thofe plans of induftry adopted,
of which the banks of the river Sierra Lone will have fet
the example. ' -
- The Diretors are not without hope that if any mea-
fure fhould be taken by the Britifh parliament even for
the limitation of the Slave Trade, it may have fome
falutary effe® in promoting African induftry, increafing
the produce to be colle¢ted, and thus ferving the Com-
pany. As yet they labour under difadvantages which they
truft will not always be impofed on thofe who refufe to
unite a traffic in their fellow creatures with the trade in
natural produce: they alfo willingly fuffer fome prefent
lofs by furnithing articles rather fuperior in quality and
fomewhat different in kind from thofe commonly fent to
Africa ; and in many refpets they have endeavoured to
purify the principles of the African trade, which they have
found in general to be dreadfully corrupt. In particular
they have reftrained and in fome cafes abolithed, though not
without a temporary inconvenience, the cuftom of maikin'g

‘ large
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large prefents of rum to the chiefs connefted with them.
They truft alfo they have gone to the root of another
evil, by introducing a confiderable quantity of coin into
the colony, thus fubftituting the plain and certain medium
of dollars in place of the former one of bars,* which
having been a medium of calculation that was extremely
variable and confufed, and merely nominal, has occafioned
much trouble and difpute, and given the opportunity of
praéticing perpetual frauds in the African commerce. -

The Direftors have reafon on the whole to hope that
they have acquired fome credit in Africa, not only by
the general principles of their undertaking, but by the
approved quality of their goods alfo, as well as by the
fairnefs of their fervants in all their commercial tran-
factions ; and however flow they may have appeared in
their' progrefs, they truft therefore that they have laid
fome foundation on which a commercial intercourfe may
advantageoufly proceed.

* The word bar implied origimlly a bar of iron, which was one
of the moft common articles of commerce, and might be wortk
about three fhillings fterling. :

CULTIVATION.
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CULTIVATION.

THE fubje®t of Cultivation may be divided
" into two heads, that on the Company’s own account,
and that produced or likely to be produced either on
the lands of the Nova Scotians or among the natives
themfelves. '

It was a part of the original plan of the Direftors, to
fet on foot as foon as poffible two or three plantations on
their own account, and they accordingly fent out three
managers (or Pla.nters) and feveral overfeers ufed to
tropical cultivation, The diftrefles of the colony during
the firft rainy feafon induced one of the planters to quit
the place, an opportunity being afforded him of returning
to the Weft Indies ; many of the overfeers died; of the
two planters that remained, one was employed for a time
in preparing a cotton plantation near Freetown, but as
he has returned to England, and as the land in queftion
has been much wanted for other purpofes, this under-
taking is fufpended for the prefent, and a few of thofe
Nova Scotians whofe lots of land proved particularly
barren, have now the temporary ufe of this fruitful fpot,
from which crops of various articles ufeful to the colony
have been raifed.

Of the other plantation undertaken on the Company’s
account, which is ftill fuccefsfully proceeding under the
management of the remaining planter who went out by one
of the firft fhips, the DireGors propofe to {peak very par-
ticularly, fince they believe that this is the firft ex-
periment of the kind which has been made in Africa, and
that 2 minute account of its progrefs may ferve to throw
confiderable light on the queftion, whether it be prac-
ticable to cultivate the lands of that continent by means
of the free labour of its own inhabitants.

When



( 47)

When it was found that the foil around Freetown was
not fo favourable to cultivation as was expeted, the
planter who has been laft alluded to,® with the fame laud-
able and ardent zeal which has ever fince diftinguithed
him, made many fucceflive expeditions both down the
coaft, along the river fide, and into the interior country,
with a view of learning the quality of the foil in all the
more diftant parts; he reported that he had found ex-
tremely good land on the other fide of the river; offered,
if any purchafe of it could be made, to fettle himfelf
there among the natives, and to attempt with their help
alone a regular plantation. A mile {quare of land was
obtained without difficulty from the chief of that diftri&t,
in confideration of an annual rent equal to £.16; and
about thirty grumettas, or’free native labourers, were
got together by his affiftance: the firft work to which
they were put was that of building a houfe for the ma-
nager; they were next employed in cutting down the
wood, which entirely covered the country, and they pro-
ceeded then to hoe the ground, and to plant it with
fugar-cane, cotton, rice, and other vegetables : the terms
of engaging them were four or five bars a month, but
as the valuing of the bars proved a fource of fome alter-
cation, the price of three dollars a month, or about 3s. 6d.
a week is now fubftituted ; the labourers are alfo found
with provifions, which confift of about a pint and a half
of rice, together with two or three ounces of meat a
piece each day; they are called to work by the blow-
ing of a horn, which is heard through the {mall neigh-
bouring towns in which they refide; and if they are on
the fpot, as they ufually are, at the precife time ex-
pected which is that of fun rife, they are then accuitomed
to receive a fmall glafs of rum, which it is intended
however to commute into fome trifling pecuniary allow-
ance ; they work under the immediate eye of one of the

* Mr. James Watt formerly Tlanter in Dominica.
better
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better fort of natives, while the planter dire@s their
general operations, fees them often from his window, and
walks occafionally amongft them; they go to their din-
ner (which is drefled for them in the manager’s houfe)
and is the only mieal they take during their days’s work,
at eleven o’clock, and they return at one; they work
till fun-fet and then receive another fmall glafs of fpirits,
but they drink water only at thelr meal. Their labour
is thought equal to about two-thirds of 2 common day’s
work in this country, and it is tolerably fteady, although
they fhew no great exertion in it. Above a year has
now elapfed with little or no variation, either in the
number of the labourers or in the regularity of their
work, except in the fingle inftance of their abfenting
themfelves for a few weeks at the approach of the
rainy feafon, in order to work at the plantations about
their own towns, and it is thought that means may be
taken for preventiug even this interruption for the future.
It is material to take fome notice of the manner. in
which their wages are fpent: when they have received
their pay, which they always claim on the day after the
appearance of the new moon, they fend over to Freetown
to 2/l the dollars as they term it; the articles taken in
return are for the moft part clothing or houfehold uten-
fils, for it does not appear that thofe gains which the
natives acquire by regular induftry are commonly applied
" to any pernicious ufe. The labourers who work in the
Company’s plantation may now be diftinguithed from
moft of the other natives by fome additional articles in
their drefs; they wear a hat and a jacket which the
others in general do not, and they have trowfers of a
better quality, being evidently difpofed to copy after the
Europeans, though it is only a fmall part of their clothing,
and fill lefs of their houfhold furniture and mode of
living that they have as yet adopted; they are taught to
abftain from work on Sundays, when they attend a Nova
Scotia preacher now refident among them, who aéts
' alio
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alfb duting the week as fchool-mafter to feveral native
children.

The land which they put in cultivation the firft year
was not confiderable, having been only about fifteen
acres, of which about twelve acres were planted with
alternate rows of rice and cotton. A nurfery of fugar
canes has been alfo fet on foot, and is, on the whole,
advancing ; but the ants (or bugabugs) have done much
damage among them. It is fuppofed however that this
obitacle to the growth of the fugar cane will be removed,
as foon as the roots of the trees which have been cut
down fhall have rotted away ; fince the ants are faid to
derive confiderable fupport from them.

The Direftors have the fatisfaction of obferving, that
although fome little differences may have occafionally
arifen between the manager and the natives engaged
with him, yet on the whole the Company’s profpeéts
have much improved ip that part, and many proofs have
been given of the great advances that may be made in
civilization, if the prefent objett fhould be fteadily pur-
fued, and efpecially if means fhould be found of con-
fiderably extending the fame fyftem.

It has lately been difcovered, that feveral towns adjacent
to the Company’s plantation are very much increafed,
not only by the acceflion of thefe natives who work for
the Company, but alfo of many others. It appears alfo
that the natives are more difpofed in general to migrate
towards the fides of the river, which heretofore have
been very little peopled : a fenfe of the fecurity of their
perfons more and more prevails, and they are lefs averfe
to let the buth around their towns be cut down ; which,
familiarifed as they have been with the idea of being
furprifed and carried into flavery, they were accuftomed
always to fpeak of as a convenient fhelter. The dificulty
indeed of landing on the Bulam fide of the river, by
leflening the intercourfe with Europeans, has caufed a
very viible difference in tth charater of the nativeshot'

that
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‘that diftri&; they are lefs violent and lefs addicted to
liquor than their oppofite neighbours, and they alfo live
more by their induftry ; they are in general difpofed to
enter into the views of the government of Sierra Leone,
‘and feem very little inclined to believe thofe flave-traders,
who tell them that the Company has injurious defigns
againft them ; and one of their chief men makes it his
profefled principle neither to fell nor to keep a flave, A
fecond plantation appears now to be defired by them, and
‘their King has lately ceded another fquare mile of land
for that purpofe.

_ The Dire&ors have farther to mention under the head
of Cultivation on the Company’s own account, a fmall
garden of experiment in the neighbourhood of Freetown,
which is under the care of an able botanit. A variety
of native plants and feeds has been collefted from time
to time, which are cultivated there with great attention ;
and it is hoped that fome future benefit, either to the
Company or co'ony, as well as fome ufeful acceffion
of botanical knowledge, may refult from the labours of
this gentleman. The Court of Diretors have fucceeded
in obtaining feveral valuable articles of tropical cul-
tivation, through his Majefty’s permiffion, frem the royal
gardens at Kew, and particularly the bread-fruit tree,
which will form a very important addition to the Com-
pany’s colleétion.

In fpeaking of the cultivation that has taken place
fince the inftitution of the colony, through the labour
that has been exerted by the Nova Scotians, or the natives
on their own account, the Direftors are not yet able to
report any confiderable progrefs. A great part of the
attention and induftry ofp the colonifts has been applied
to the building of the town, of which it may not be im- -

proper in this place to enter into fome defcription.
B It
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It is fituated on a dry and rather elevated {pot, on
the fouth-fide of Sierra Leome river, and it occupies
between feventy and eighty acres of land ; its length being
about one third of a mile, and itsebreadth nearly the
fame. It contains near four hundred houfes, each houfe
having one-twelfth of an acre of ground annexed to it,
on which a few vegetables are raifed. The ftreets run,
in general, from north-weft to fouth-eaft, there being
nine in this dire®ion, and three crofs ftreets, and they
are eighty feet wide, one only excepted, which runs
within fifty feet of the river fide, and of which the width
is one hundred and fixty feet. The public buildings are
almoft all placed in the broad ftreet, and they confift of
a church, fituated near the middle of the town, which
will accommodate about eight hundred people; the
governor’s houfe and offices; a large florehoufe, under
which as well as under the governor’s houfe a brick ftore-
cellar has been built; a large hofpital ; and fix or eight
other wooden houfes, offices, .and fhops, occupied by the
Company’s fervants: the frames of all the abovemen-
tioned buildings were fent out from England. Four canvas
houfes, or rather rooms, have been alfo furnithed from
hence, and one public building has been erefted of the
common materials of the country, but this is. already
going to decay as well as the canvas houfes ; while all
the other buildings, having been erefted with care and
framed of wood prepared in England, appear likely to
laft for fome years.

The dwelling-houfes of the fettlers, which conftitute
the chief part of the town, were at firft inferior even to
the common huts of the natives, but are now far fuperior
to them in every refped; a few of them have been re-
paired and enlarged, but the greater part have been
pulled down (their general fcite having been changed
by the government,) and are now completely rebuilt,
Indeed the firft huts were intended by the Nova Scotians
to be only temporary dwellings, and were made with l‘;e
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little trouble of the common materials of the country,
confifting merely of a few pofts let into the ground, the
intervals between which were then wattled and plaiftered
with clay, and the thatching was of long grafs ; the fize
of thefe ‘may have teen on the average about eighteen
feet by twelve, and the value of the labour beftowed
on each about forty fhillings. '

The prefent houfes of the fettlers are formed, both as to
the fides and flooring (for they are all of them floored),
of fuitable timber cut, and framed in the country, and
they are fecured from damp by being raifed one or two
feet from the ground by means of ftones or blocks of
wood : a number of them are already covered with either
boards or fhingles, and it is intended to finith them all
in this manner, but the greater part are thatched with
grafs for the prefent. Only a very few of them have
chimneys, but it is common neverthele{s to burn a fire
in one of the rooms during the rainy feafon, the fmoke
either finding its way through the thatching or pafing
out by the door and windows. The prefent houfes
are in general from twenty to thirty feet long, and from
twelve to fifteen feet wide, and they are in moft cafes
divided into two rooms ; the average value of the whole
labour béftowed on each, including the materials, may
be ettimated at about ten pounds.

Of the land immediately adjoining to the town, care
has been taken to referve a portion to the Company on
cvery fide. All this referved land, without including any
of the remote parts dire@ly fouth, on which fide the
referved land has no other boundary than that prefcribed
in the grant of land origirally made by the natives, may
be computed at about two hundred acres, part of which
is the ground already fpoken of that was intended for a
cotton plantation, but is now occupied by the Nova
Scotians. Only a fmall proportion of thefe two hundred
acres is in -aCtual cultivation, but the whole of it is
cleared. The healthinefs of the fettlement has undoutl;lb

edly
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edly been much promoted b the early meafurcs that
were taken to clear this furrounding diftri&t; and the
prudent refervation of it that has been made may here-
after conduce to many important ends, and in particular
it may afford the means of enlarging the town if there
thould be occafion.

The lots of land which have been given to the Nova
Scotians lie towards the fouth-eaft of Freetown, all the
weftern diftrict being in the pofleffion of the natives, and
the fouthern fide being thought too mountainous and
difficult of accefs to be ufed at prefent for cultivation.
The neareft of the lots is about a third of a mile from
the town, and the moft diftant about two miles and a
quarter ; they occupy in all about four fquare miles, or
two thoufand five hundred and fixty acres, and they are
each of them now rendered acceflible by a path of ten feet
broad, which has been cut with great labour and expence :
only a few lots however which are fituated near the town,
have as yet been in any meafure cleared or cultivated.

In order to excite a fpirit of emulation in tilling the
foil, premiums were given in the firft year by the govern-
ment to the fettlers who raifed the greateft quantity of
the following articles, viz. rice, yams, plantains, eddows,
cabbages, indian corn, and cotton ; the whole amount
of thefe premiums was about one hundred pounds. This
meafure appears to have had fo good an effect, that there
is an intention of repeating it in the fecond feafon, mak-
ing a few variations in the manner of executing it, which
the experience of the firlt year has fuggefted.

Concerning the progrefs of cultivation among the
natives, it is hardly to be expected that there is much as
yet to be reported to the Court : indeed the fize of their
plantations has commonly varied fo exceedingly from
year to year, that any appearance of increafed induftry
among them during a fingle feafon, ought not too con-
fidently to be afcribed either to the new demand occaﬁonle,d
. y
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by the colonifts of Sierra’Leone, or to the Company’s
inflence and example. The price of rice, the chief
article of cultivation on the coaft, has been at fome times
forty fhillings per ton, and at others no lefs than twenty-
five or even thirty pounds. ¢This variation is owing
partly no doubt to the difference in the fealons, but may
reafonably be afcribed, in a very great degree, to the
difficalty which the Africans find in forming any proper
computation of the demand which is likely to -arife for
their produce; a plentifal year fometimes betraying them
into a general negle& of their plantations, and a {carce
year feldom failing, on the other hand, to produce a fu-
perfludus cultivation in the year immediately fucceeding.

The eftablithment of a commercial faltory on the coaft,.
whofe bufinefs it will be to form regular contrafts with
the natives, as well as to obferve the general extent of
the cultivation, and to make purchafes with a view to
the exportation of the furplus produce, will tend, as the
Diretors truft, to excite a more regular induftry, and to_
bring about, though at firft flowly and imperceptibly, the
moft important and extenfive confequences.

CIVILIZATION.
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CIVILIZATION.

UNDER this head of the Report, the Direfora
will introduce a confiderable body of information. They
will fpeak firft of the mode of government exercifed in
the fettlement ; and they will then give the chara&er of
the fettlers ; they will afterwards enter upon the general
fubje of Civilization ; in doing which they will defcribe
the miferable ftate to which it appears from the tef-
timonies afforded at Sierra Leone, that the natives of
Africa have been reduced, through their intercourfe with
Europeans; and the Direftors will conclude with an
account of the fteps which have been taken by the Sierra
Leone Company to introduce Chritianity and Civiliza-
tion among the Africans, of whofe capacity and difpo-
fition to receive inftruttion fome very fatisfaltory in-
formation will be given.

The DireQors have as yet received no exprefs powers
from parliament for adminiftering the government of
Sierra Leonc ; they have confidered, as they were bound
to do, that the Britith confitution, as far as it is appli-
cable to the circumftances of the place, is of courfe tranf.
ferred thither, and that the blacks and whites living in
the colony have an cqual right to the privileges of Britifh
fubjects.

Trial by jury has been eftablithed, and the Nova
Scotia blacks, though poffefling very little kaowledge of
the Britifh laws, have a&ted as jurymen; one of the Com-
pany’s chief fervants always prefiding as the judge.
The punifhments inflited have been mild, confifting
rather in fines than in corporal punithment: the verditts
have been in general very juft, and, on the whole, the
Nova Scotians have ferved on the juries in a manner

that
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that fufficiently proves the propriety and prudence of
extending to them a privilege which they fo much
value. It may be prefumed alfo, that the gradual ac-
glua.intance with the principles of Englifh law, which

e Nova Scotians gain in the periodical feffions of the
peace, may be of ufe in improving their minds, and
may operate as a general help towards civilization.

‘The defence of the colony from external enemies is
neceflarily entrufted to the body of Nova Scotians alfo.
Their arms arc always ready ; and though their courage
has not been put to any actual trial, yet their alacrity in
coming forward in a moment of fuppofed danger, has
been experienced on more than one occafion, Moft of
them indeed bore arms in the American war, and fome
have been pratifed in firing the guns, which have been
mounted for the colony’s defence.

In order to introduce a fyftem of internal police, every
ten houfeholders have been inftruéted to chufe annually a
tithing-man, and every ten tithing-men a hundredor;
the laft menticned of whom are three in number, there
being about three hundred houfeholders in the colony.
The hundredors are confulted by the Governor and
Council, on fuch occafions as concern the general in-
terefts of the Nova Scotians.

The Direftors are convinced, that in proceeding to
form any plans of government, it will be neceflary to
confider the ftate of mind of thofe who are to be go-
verned, and a variety of local circumftances. They have
hitherto advifed the Governor and Council to proceed
gradually, taking experience as much as poffible for their
guide, and endeavouring to apply a remedy to every evil
as it arofe, rather than to form at once any confiderable
code of new local inttitutions.

The Diretors wifh to obferve, that in thus toucking
briefly on the point of Government, they have thought it
fuificient to ilate the general principles which have been
aflumed, and the manner of trying offences and .pro-
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viding for the defence and police of the colony, which
has been reforted to up to this period: they do not wifh
at'prefent to give any apinion. of thofe meafures, which
i.tééxtnay be proper to give hereafter to this-important fub-

In proceeding to fpeak of the ftate- of Religion and
Morals within the fettlement, it is only doing juftice to
the Company’s fervants, in the firft place, to remark,
that their condut in general has been fober, moral,
and exemplary ; and that the fuperior fervants efpecially,
in whom the chief power is vefted, appear to have pro-
moted the caufe of Chriftanity and the praice -of every
moral duty, both by the manner in which they have

exercifed the public truft committed to them, and by

their private influence, and their example. On the {ub-
ject of the labors of the clergymen who went out from
England, the Diretors think it their duty to obferve,
that the colony has derived fervices highly important, in

.

every view,. from the gentlemen who filled this part of .

their eftablifhment. oo
The Direfors in fpeaking fo favourably as they have

done of the general morals of their own fervants, muft -

of courfe be underftood to except all thofe of whom' any
thing that implies a contrary charatter has been men-
tioned in any part of this report; and they muft alfo
make an exception of a few others who have not been
individually noticed. The. perfons in whom théy have

been the moft difappointed, have been the lower overfeers,

of whom it was difficult to get any thorough knowledge
at the time of engaging them, on account of their hav-
ing refided in the Weft Indies : of the feveral individuals
of this clafs that originally went out, none are now re-

maining in the colony. The Court will net wonder, if in -

Ipite ot all the care taken in the choice of the perfons fent
to Sierra Leone, a few inftances thould have occurred even
of notorious immorality among fo confiderable a num-

H ber.
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ber. 'Fhe Direftars, bowever, have reafon to think, that
the proportion of their regular {ervants, who can be juftly
charged with any thing direftly licentious and immoral,
wiﬂ'%e found to have beep very fmall on the whele:
and they have the fatisfattion of faying, that a confider-
able decency of manners, and an unwillingnefs to dif-
grace the caufe in which they are engaged, appears at
this time to pervade their eftablilhment.

Of the charalter of the Nova Scotia blacks, who may
be fiid.to conftitute the colony, the Direors. propofe to
give a very full defeription. Seme degree of judgment
may be formed concerning the fiate of morals among them,
by adverting to the offences which have been brought to
view atthe periodical fefions of -the peace. 'Fhe higheft
crimes for which alidprofecntiou bave yet taken place,
have been adaltery and petty theft; and more than one.
canvi&ion for the formes of thefe has occurred. From that.
clafs of vices which comes lefs. under the cognizance of a
public court, the Nova. Scotians are in fome refpedts re~
markably free: marriage is extremely general among
them, and alk thofe evils. which more particularly refult
from its being in difufe, are therefore in a great meafure
avoided : druskennefs is by no means common : {wearin
is hardly ever heard : their attention to the Sabbath is
alfo great ; they on that day abftain entirely from work,
drefs. themfclves in very good (and fome of them cven in
very gay) attire, and repair together with their children
to. church, where their deportment during the fervice,
and their whole appearance are reprefented to be fuch as
to.form a very ftriking {pectacle.

It will appear from thg above general defcription, that
the Nova Scotians are evidently fuperior to the generality
of people of the fame order in this country, in refpe& to
. that particular clafs of morals that has been treated of ;
but this is certainly the moft favourable way of viewing

them,
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them. It will be neceffary, in order to give a juft idea
of their whole charaéter, to enter rather largely into forhe
other points : and firft it may be proper to take notice of
their religion, and then to dwell on fome of the peculiar
difpofitions and prejudices of their minds, efpeciafly as
they may refpet the Company : after which au retre-
fpeftive view will be taken of their paft circafftances
and condition.

On the firft of thefe heads it may be obferved, that
the Nova Scotians are not only punfual, as has been
already ftated, at their worthip, but that many of them
profefs allo in other refpefts much regard to religion:
It is ‘natural however to imagine, that among fuch 2
body of men, almoft all of them claiming to be thought
Chriftians, there will be fome who have imbibed very
inadequate or enthufiaftic notions of Chriftianity ; a few
_perhaps who fet up hypocritical ptetenfions to its while
there may be many others who, notwithftanding fofhe
defe@ in their religious knowledge, may be ¢onfiftent
and fincere Chriftians. There are five or fix black preach-
ers among them, mifed up from their ewn body, who
are not without a confiderable influente ; and it i fuppofed
that the difcipline which they preferve in théir litttle
congregations, has contributed materially to the math-
tenance of the general morals which have been fpoken &f,

The due regulation and command of their tempeys, is
one of thofe points in which the Dire®ors muft ftatc
that the Nova Scotians are (many of them at leaft) moft
eminently found to fail. They have appeared in mahy
inftances remarkably rath and hafty in their judgments,
and vehement in all the difpofitions of their mind. The
violence which occafionally broke out at an early period
of ‘the fettlement, was fuch as to give ferious anxiety to
the government; it fhewed itfelf in vehement declamations
made fometimes in the public ftreets, and in marked
expreflions of contumely rudely and publicly uttered
againtt the Company’s chief fervants, -Some fymptoms
- H2 of



( 60 )
of ambition appeared about the fame time in one or two
individuals, who had acquired a temporary popularity in
the colony. The extreme violence which has been fpcken
of was ordinarily confined to a very few, but fome degree
of it occafionally extended itfelf to a greater number,
and the more forward and affuming individuals then grew
eager to ditate in the name of the whole body. This
turbulence muft certainly be mentioned as one of the
chief circumftances of difcredit to the charalter of the
infant fettlement, Although the Dire@ors truft that fo
mifchievous a fpirit has now confiderably fubfided, they
have -neverthelefs thought it proper to fend out orders,
that if there fhould ftill be any individuals who petfift
in complaining againft the government, they fhould be
defired to avail themfelves of an opportunity which will
be afforded them of returning- back to Nova Scotia,

-The unreafonablenefs of many of the fettlers in efti-
mating their own merits, and their very inadequate fenfe
of thofe obligations which -have ‘been conferred on them
by the Company, muft be- ftated as another material cir-
cumftance to the prejudice of -feveral of their charafters.
All this. is combined indeed with the falfe and abfurd
notiops which the mare forward among them ‘hdve im-
bibed concerning their rights as freemen, and the whole
nature of their claims on the Company. .

-When_the Governor and Council thought proper to
difmifs. one of .the Nova Scotians from his work, on
. account.of difrefpe@ful conduc towards his fuperiors, a
number of his comrades made a formal application to
have it eftablifhed as a law, that no Nova Scotia labourers
working urder the Company fhould ever be turned
off in future, unlefs after a verdict given to that purpofe
by a jury of his peers. .When the difpute ended ‘con-
cerning the quantity of the Company’s own land to be
referved near the fhore for public ufes, fome of the Nova
Scotians in allowing at length that a certain portion of it
thould be {g referved, conceded the point by faying, tha

t
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they would odlige the Company with the piece of land in
queftion, The claims which they fet up for an increafe of
wages, and for a reduction in the price of articles fold at
the Company’s ftore-houfe, have been already mehtioned
to the court, and their unreafonablenefs has in no in-
inftance appeared more ftrongly than in thefe appli-
cations ; for their wages at the time of their complainit
were, as has been already ftated, no lefs than two fhil-
lings and fix-pence a day; and the price of the goods
fold to them was only fuch as to afford a clear profit,
(after paying freight, intereft of money, as well as prime
coft and all other charges) of about ten per cent to the’
Company. It is worthy of remark alfo, that they ufually
prefer both the above mentioned and all their other
- claims, though matters of bargain between the two con-
tralting parties, emphatically in their character of free-
men. If an additional fixpence be not added to their
wages, they declare that they fhall then conceive them-
felves to be treated as flaves. If the governor be not
difmiffed for having ordered water to be mixed with
the rum before it was expofed to fale (which-it has
- proved on enquiry that he did with no other purpofe,
than that of bringing- it to the fair and proper proof},
it is intimated in like manner that the whole colony is
about to be reduced to flavery. Undoubtedly thefe ex-
preflions are ufed often in hafte, are fometimes alfo re-
tra&ted, and in whatever name they may- be urged, fhould
never be charged on the whole body. They afford a
fpecimen however of the fort of reafonings with which
the government abfoad has frequently had to combar,
and they may tend to fhew’ the propriety of the line of
condu& adopted by the DireGtors, which has bcen that
of endeavouring to compofe the minds of the colonifts,
- by giving a favourable impreflion of the Company’s ge-
neral difpofition towards them, rather than attempting to
fatisty them by reiterated and unreafonable conceflions.
"The fupftance of their complaints, if they could be maddc
L . goo
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good, wounld amount in effe to this; that the Com.
pany gain too much money by their dealings with the
feulers, and are profiting to an unreafonable degree at
their expence ; for all the points in difpute have been
required by them to be fettled in fome way that would
turn out more favourably to the Nova Scotians, and
more unfavourably to the finances of the Company.

The Direftors have ftated in the foregoing account,
that out of about two hundred and forty thoufand pourds
capital, above eighty thoufand pounds has been already
fpent in eftablifhing the colony ; and, if the dead flock
be included (as the greater part of it may), above one
hundred thoufand pounds. If the Company had pro-
ceeded entircly on thofe interefted views which fome of
the Nova Scotians have been ready to afcribe to them,
and had merely eitablifhed a factory for their trade, the
expenditure of a fourth or a fifth part of this {um would
probably have been fufficient ; and confequently about
cighty thoufand pounds (not to mention the expence paid
by government in tranfporting the Nova Scotians) might
have been faved. The bare ftatement of thefe faéts fufhci-
ently proves the unreafonablenefs of thofe Nova Scotians,
who are always complaining of the illiberality of the
Company. It is true that advantages poffibly even out-
weighing all this expence, have accrued to the Company
from their migration to Sierra Leone. Thefe however
have been advantages not gained by the Company as
traders looking to their own profit, but as founders of
the Sierra Leone Colony ; for the firm eftablifiment of
which they may reckon themfelves chiefly indebted to the
Nova Scotians. This fum of eighty thoufand pounds,
(which is a third part of the Company’s whole capital)
has therefore been the price paid for the civilization that
is now begun in Africa: it has been facrificed to that
caufe, which the Sierra Leone Company have confidered
as their own, the caufe of Chriftianity and Freedom
and Civilization among the race of Africans; to tl;'e
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canfe more particularly of thefe Nova Scotians them.
felves and their poflerity.

The jealoufy and fufpicion fhewn by many of the Nova
Scotians, efpecially in their intercourfe with whites, is
another circumftance that muft be mentioned in fome
degree to their prejudice. They have all profefled indeed
to entertain the moft favourable opinion of the intentions
and principles of the Direors, who therefore hope that
they will be difpofed to a ready acquiefcence in the de-
cifions of the Court, whenever they may be made known
to them, Few however of the fervants fent out have
efcaped their fhare of harfh and unreafonable fufpicion :
but though this unpleafant difpofition muft be mentioned,
as forming one material feature in the chara&er of the
fettlers: yet great allowance for it will undoubtedly be
made, if due confideration be had of the various fuf-
forings which fome of them have undergone, and the
very unequal meafure of juftice which they have formerly
seceived, and are now habituated to expe&, at the hand
of whites,

In efimating indeed the whole charaler that has
been given of the Nova Scotians, the peculiar circum-
ftances of their paft lives ought not to be forgotten, and
this therefore is a fubje& to which. it is matenal to draw
for a while the attention of the Court.

It fhould be remembered that the men whom the
Dire&ors have been defcribing were all of them at one
time Slaves; thatin that period of their lives, when they
were abridged of their liberty, they probably, like others
in their condition, were but little reftrained in refpet
to many branches of morals, that marriage was not then
inftitated among them, that the want of parental care and’
inftruétion was not at all fupplied by any inftitution of
fchools, and that no one in fhort then confidered it as
his duty to inculcate any kind of religious or moral prin-
ciples among them, It fhould be confidered alfo, how

: much
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much they maft, at the fame time, have been degraded
in refpe®t to the faculties of their minds, how fmall
their opportunities of knowledge were, how little in.
ducement they had to cultivate their talents, or to exert
their underftandings. They felt undoubtedly a ftrong fenfe
of the peculiar hardfhips under which they laboured, but
it is probable they were very littls acquainted with the true
nature of civil rights, or accuftomed to think accurately
about them : on the contra?', they may very naturally be
fuppofed to have often confounded the unavoidable hard-
fhips of life, and the punifhments needful in fociety, with
all thofe other ills which a principle of arbitrary power
impofes, and which it can fignify little to thofe who are
involved in a ftate of hopelefs captivity particularly to
difcriminate, It is to fome want of difcrimination and
remaining ignorance in this refpe&, that much of that
uareafonablenes of the Nova Scotians which has been
defcribed, and that fome of the abfurdeft of thofe par-
ticular claims which have been fpecified, may obviouily be
traced, and not to any original fault in their moral cha-
ralter more than in that of other men, nor to any natural
inferiority in their -underftanding, - And when it is con-
fidered how often the advocates for a fyftem of fervitude °
have, on their part, confounded both flavery itfelf and all
the cnormities attending it, with the necceflary evils of
human life, and the inftitutions that are requifite in civil
fociety, it furcly need not excite furprife if emancipated
flaves fheuld be fubject to a like confufion of ideas, and -
thould feem, in the fame manner, to labour under fome
dulnefs and inaccuracy of underftanding, when a&ing
uader the bias of felf.intereft,

It feems proper to obferve, in addition to what has
been already faid on the original condition of the Nova
Scotians, that the Direftors are not without reafon for .
fuppofing the ftate of their fervitude to have been more
harth than the American fervitude is in general; for ic
fhould be roticed, that they form a portion of thofe flaves

who,
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who, during the'American war, ran away from their maf-
ters and took refuge in the king’s army ; which it feems
natural to imagine that thofe would in general be the
moft difpofed to do, whofe fituation was the moft hard
and uncomfortable, Indeed if this prefumption of their
ill treatment, arifing from the manner of their eman-
cipation, (which is increafed by the account that a few
of them recite of their extraordinary fufferings) fhould
be thought unfair, and fhould appear to derogate too
much from the {uppofed mildnefs and humanity of Ameri-
can mafters; it feems then to follow, on the other hand,
that they were thofe flaves who were the leaft fenfible
of the mild treatment they received, who were the leaft
attached to the perfons of their mafters, and the moft
Pprone to be difcontented with their condition, On either
of thefe fuppofitions, the Nova Scotians may be faid to
furni(h a lefs favourable fpecimen of the charaler to be
expetted in emancipated flaves, than ma{ be commonly
hoped for in other cafes. It can hardly be neceffary to
obferve how extremely unfavourable the circumftances
throagh which they have pafled into a ftate of freedom,
will appear if their cafe thould be compared with that of
flaves, who might be emagcipated on a prudent principle
of difcrimination ; to whom liberty having been firft held
out in profpe&, in order to prepare them for it, might
be granted after a certain period of fervice, as the pro-
fefled -reward of induftry and merit; or might perhaps
be communicated by degrees, as local or other circum -
frances might make advifable; privilege after privilege
keing 'added, in proportion as their diligence fhould ad-
vance, as their property fhould accumulate, and their
perfonal intereft in the maintenance and well being of
the fociety fhould increafe,

But to refume the fubje&t which occafioned this fhort
digreflion—the Nova Scotia blacks having been born in
North America of African parents or progenitors, (a few
enly excepted who were imported Africans, and were

chiefly
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thiefly kidnapped as they fay in their infincy) having
pafied the principal part of their lives in a ftate of flavery
that was probably worfe than ordinary, and having then
emancipated themfelves in the manner that has been
mentioned, they fulfilled on their part the conditions
required of them in the proclamations iflued by the
Britith commanders, having been of the number of loy-
alifts who - joined . the ftandard of Great Britain. What-
ever education or inftruttion any of them have received,
appears to have been chiefly, if not entirely, got fince
the zra of their emancipation. A few of them with a
part of their earnings put themfelves-to fchool, with
the view either of increafing their religious knowledge,
or of laying the ground for fome future improvement
in their condition : and thefe are now the preachers and
fckool-mafters of the Sierra Leone colony. After paffing
through various fcenes, for the moft part living among
the Britifh foldiers, and following the common fortune of
the army ; not unfrequently expofing themfelves in battle,
as the wounds of feveral will teftify, and getting credit
always for their courage, but not fo uniformly for all the
other parts of their charater; their numbers being now
confiderably reduced by the death of fome and the dif-
perfion of others (a portion of them being fuppofed to
have again fallen into the hands of the Americans) ; the
remainder were brought to Nova Scotia at the end of the
war, in order to reccive, in common with the white
loyalifts, certain allowances cf provifions and portions of
land, in purfuance of the promifes made to them in thofe
proclamations, which have been already alluded to. They
ftate that they obtained the rations of provifions, though
not to the full extent of their expe®ations; that inftead
of the promifed lots of land, they got in general only a
finall town-lot of little value, the white loyalifts having
engroffed all the ground that-was valuable ; and that they
were further difappointed in not finding themfelves ad-
mitted to the ufual privileges of Britith fubjells, and in
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particular to the right of trial by jury.. It has been
already noticed, that their fenfe of thefe injuries, together
with their experience of the unfavourablenefs of the cli-
mate of Nova Scotia, induced them to feek redrefs from
the Britith government, by means of a delegate from
their own body, whom they fent to England for that
purpofe. : )

When Mr. Clarkfon appeared as the Company’s agent
in Nova Scotia, and ftated at feveral public meetings of
the free blacks, the propofals held out to them by the
Company, together with the liberal offer of a free paffage
to Sierra Leone made by the Britith government, they
exprefled at once the moit lively joy and exultation ;
they congratulated themfelves on being now about to be
emancipated from a fituation which they had almoft con-
fidered as a fecond fervitude, both on account of the
fpecific hardthips already ftated, and the general dif-
repute and inequality of treatment which had followed
them into the Britith colony, in which they had at-
tempted to incorporate themfelves. The eagernefs of
their defire to migrate, appears to have rendered Mr.
Clarkfon fo much the more careful in guarding them
againft the indulgence of all unreafonable expeétations.
No allowance even of provifions after their arrival was
held out to them, and the neceflity of working on their
lots of land, in order to get their livelihood, was urged
upon them univerfally. But their ardour was not at all
reprefled by thefe or any fimilar fuggeftions ; they fold
hattily and without regret, at the moft inadequate prices,
fuch of their little effets as could not eafily be carried away
with them : a few of thofe who were poflefled of property
affifted others who were in debt to fatisfy fuch claims as
might have prevented their migration; and feveral who
were the heads of families undertook for the fupport of
the younger and more unprotetted females, to whom no

aflage was granted except on this condition. The whole
gody waited feveral weeks in tents at Halifax, for the
Iz collection
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eolleftion of the thipping, during which time they were
- expofed to much inclemency of weather, and contracted
a confiderable degree of ficknefs: they fet fail in the
beginning of January, 1793, having readily adopted
every meafure that was fuggefted to them for the main-
tenance of exa& order during the voyage, and havin§
thus far uniformly teftified both their gratitude an
obedience to Mr. Clarkfon and to the Company.

Their condp& fince this period has been already
fufficiently defcribed, and the Dire@ors think thar when
it is confidered in connetion with all thofe circumftances
of their paft lives which have now beea alfo mentioned,
although fome of the pleafing expeflations which were
excited by a few firft appearances may have been dif-
appointed, their charatter may fairly be faid to turn out
as favourably on the whole as could reafonably be ex-
pected. It fhould be noticed indeed, that among thefe
emancipated flaves, there have not been wanting inftances
of a few, at leaft, who have afforded a moft favourable
fpecimen of the African chara&er, on whofe general dif-

_~~pofitions Chriftianity appears to have had a moft benign
and happy influence, and who have fhewn themfelves on
all occafions humble and contentéd, the friends of order,
and the zealous promoters of peace. ' '

Let it therefore be carefully remembered, on the one
“hand, that every thing which has been faid in difparage-

" mhent of the Nova Scotians, is to be underftood with fome
exceptions, and with various degrees of limitation. Let

it alfo be confidered, on the otheér, how great and various
have been the difadvantages under which all of them have
laboured ; and it will then no doubt appear, that the tur-
bulence of fome, the unreafonablénefs as well as jealoufy

of many more, and all the other unfavourable circamftances

- in their charaler, are more or lefs to be looked for in any
g b"ody of men who have been in their condition. They alre
' faults
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faults incident to them moft unqueftionably, not as blacks,
but they may be traced to our common rature. And who
is there who will venture to fay that if he had paffed
through the fame fcenes, had ftruggled under a like fuc-
ceflion of vexations, hardthips, and difappointments, and
had entered into life alfo under fimilar difadvantages, his
mind would not have contralted any of the fame pre-
judices, nor his charater have been marked by any of
thofe untoward difpofitions, which belong to fome of the
prefent colonifts of Sierra Leone ?

It has been already noticed that the Governor and
Council are endeavouring, in compliance with the withes
of the Direftors, to expedite as much as poflible the
fettling of them on their own lands ; by the cultivation of
which there is reafon to think that they, like the former
fettlers now living at Granville Town, may be able to
get a comfoprtable fubfiitence. And if, by the blefling of
Providence on their induftry, they fhould find their fub-
ftance accumulate and their general profperity advance,
their families at the fame time continuing to increafe, it
can hardly be doubted that they will thus gradually be
brought to eftimate more juftly their obligations to the
Company.

It is important however to obferve, that both with a

[N

view to their own happinefs and to the Company’s great -

obje& of extending civilization in Africa, it 1s of the
higheit confequence that they fhould neither be left with-

out inftruftors from hence, nor without a government

confitting of Europeans. : v

" Their children, who are about three hundred in num-
ber, are univerfally fent to fchool, and are reported to
advance quite as faft in their learning as children com-
monly do in this country ; although they were not fupplied
till lately with very fuitable and fufficient Englith mafters,
‘The Dire&ors propafe to fpare no pains or expence that
may be neceffary in order to maintain this part.of their
-eftabliftment on the bef footing, and they will continue
N i , to
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to dire& the peculiar attention of the Governor and
Council to fo very important an obje; for itis to this
rifing generation of well-educated blacks, that the Direc-
tors chiefly look for the gradual improvement of the in-
ternal ftate of the colony ; and to them alfo it feems by no
means prefumptuous to hope that fome of the more diftant
and even of the interior parts of Africa, may one day
poflibly be indebted for the introdu&lion of Chriftianity,
for the propagation of European knowledge, and fome
important attainments in Civilization,

The progrefs made in the extenfion of Civilization
among the natives, together with the difficulties which
have occurred, and the opening profpe@s in this refpe&
which have been afforded, are the only part of the
Erefcnt general head that remains to be treated of : this

owever is a matter of fuch great importance, and of
fo very interefting a nature allo, that the Direttors are
perfuaded they need offer no apology for entering into it
at fome length, and for laying before the Court fuch
afual information as they have received upon it, with
freedom as well as particularity.

It muft be obvious to the Proprietors that, in treating of
the Civilization of Africa, the nature and tendency of
the prefent African Slave Trade, come dire&ly and
neceflarily under confideration. The Direftors however
in fpeaking of the Slave Trade, do not propofe to deal
in obfervations and arguments raifed by themfelves at
home on this beaten topic; conceiving that they fhall do
more exatt as well as ample juftice to the fubjed, by
reforting to a fimple narrative of what has been paffing
under the view of theirr fervants abroad, and by the
enumerating of a few ftrong but authentic faéts, which it
will neither be neceffary to preface with much intro-
duction, nor to follow up with any long or laboured
comment, .

- -
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"The heads under which it may be convenient to ¢lafd
all that intelligence from Sierra Leone which bears on
the general queftion of the civilization of Africa, feem to
be the following :——Firft, the deplorable ftate to which
the diftri¢t around Sierra Leone, previous to the forma-
tion of the colony, had been reduced, through its inter-
courfe with Europeans; an intercourfe carried on up to
that time, chiefly, if not exclufively, for the purpofe of
procuring flaves.———In the fecond place, they will ftate
a number of more recent faflts, fome of them exhibiting
the nature of the prefent flave trade, others fhewing the
obftruction which it has aGtually given to the Company’s
attempts to promote civilization ; a few further faits will
be mentioned which may ferve as proofs of the temper
and moderation obferved on the part of the Company’s
fervants towards the flave-traders; and thefe principles
will alfo be fairly ftated, whith the Dire&ors of the
Sierra Leone Company profefs to maintain in refpe&t to
their future condué towards them.

A full view of the Slave Trade, and of the many
diftrefsful circumftances conne@ted with it, having been
taken, this melancholy topic will give place to that of
the opening profpeds of civilization which, notwithftand-
ing every obftacle, have been afforded ; and in purfuing
this encouraging fubjet fome remarks will naturally be
introduced concerning the prefent circumftances of the
Africans chiefs, and the general charaéter and dipofitions
of the natives. '

In fpeaking of the firt of thefe points, namely, the
fituation‘to which the long prevalence of the Slave Trade
had reduced the country round Sierra Leone, the Direc-
tors canrot forbear briefly recapitulating a few fadls
which were recited in a former report made to the general
court, which was held nearly at the time of inftituting the
colony.

As -a proof of the infecurity of the perfons of the
natives, it was then ftatcd, that cven the king of the

country
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sountry himfelf, though peaceable and more than or-
dinarily refpe@ted, had in no lefs than three feparate
inftances been bereft of fome relafions of his ewn, through
the various enormities of the Slave Trade. In a letter
fent by him to England, wherein he refers to one only of
thefe three calamities, he fays : ¢ There are three dif-
<< tant relations of mine now in the Weft Indies, carried
<« away by one Captain Cox, captain of a Danith fhip,
« Corpro, Banna, and Morbour: thefe were taken out
« of my river Sierra Leone. I know net how to get
¢ them back.” And he ftates his reafon for encouraging
the intended Sierra Leone fettlement fo warmly as he did in
fpite of all infinuations to its prejudice, to be ¢ In order
«¢ that there might be a ftop put to the horrid depreda-

"% tions that are often committed in this country by all
¢ countries that come here to trade.” The fubftance of
this letter, which appears to have been written by the
hand of a fecretary to the King, who had reccived fome
education in England, was afterwards confirmed by the
King’s fon.

A few other [pecific proofs of the prevalence of kid-
napping were cited in that report, and one inflance of
the capture of a flraggling native by a party of kidnap-
pers was given, of which the agent of the Sierra Leone
Company, as well as another perfon then in England,
had ocular demonftration.

But the circumftance to which the Dire&ors with more
particularly to draw the attention of the Proprietors, is
the mention that was then made of feveral depopulated
towns along the fea coaft (two of which the Company’s
ageat had vifited), all of them faid to have been broken
up by a mulatto flave-trader refiding to the fouth of
Sierra Leone ; who having had the advantage of other
chiefs through the education he received in his youth at

- Liverpool, acquired a very fuperior degree of power and
influence, which it appears from abundant teflimonies
that he very frecly exercifed,

In
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Int purfuing the defcription of the effects produced by

the Slave Trade in tlie neighbourhood of Sierra Leone,
the Ditectors will quote, firft, fome authentic evidences
confirming ard enlarging the account of ravages com-
mitted towards the fouth,’ by the mulatto flave-trader
dbovementioned : they will then produce fome evidence
of its nature, brought from no great diftance north-
wards of the fettlement ; to which will be added the in-
formation of feveral very competent witnefles from the
eaft or interior countty : a few additional falts of different
kinds, fome of them furnithed at Sierra Leone itfelf,
will form the remairing evidence of that deplorable
fituatlori to which Sierra Leone and its adjoining diftrict
had been reduced, previous to the formation of the pre-
fent colony.
* The Dire&ors with to obferve, once for all, that the
truth and accuracy of the information they are about to
lay before the Court have been in general eftablithed by
the united teftimony of fonie of the principal fervants of
the Company ; and that all that part of it which will be
given as quotation, was committed to writing by one of
them always about the time and generally on the very
day, often at the very hour, of its being received.

On the fubje& of the miulatto trader who is faid to
have depopulated the towns which are feen ftanding to
the fouth of Sierra Leone, and who is now no more,
his death having been brought about, as it is fuppofed, by
fome of the natives, the following information has been
received : :

* The Dire&ors, for obvious reafons, do not think proper to
infert in this printed report the names of all the perfons or places
that may be fpoken of in the journal; and other documents, from
which they fhall make their quotations; and they fhall therefore
deferibe them in general by fome circumlocution : they fhall ufe
a few other trifling liberties with the language, chiefly for the
fake of elucidation, taking care, however, in no inftance to alter
any word that is material,

V After
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After fome intelligence nearly to the ‘fame purpert,
obtained from another quarter, it is obferved : .

¢« —— March 1793. A flave-trader of the name of
, has alfo been mentioning the devaftations
of the late mulatto trader, as a thing which confifted
with his knowledge ; he fays, that his plan was to lend
«« goods to every inferior chief, or head-man, who thought
¢« proper to requeft them, and if the head-man was flow
«¢ 1n fulfilling his engagements, that he would then arm
<« two or three hundred of his grumettas (or working
« people) who being officered by white men, deferters
«¢ from the fhips, were fent to furprize the towns of his
«¢ debtor. In this way had he depopulated the whole
¢« country from Cape Sierra Leone to the river Sherbro.
¢« In order to fave himfelf from the effets of the general
¢ indignation raifed againft him, he formed a purrah (or
«¢ confederacy) by which he united the kings and prin-
« cipal chiefs (all of whom were deeply engaged in the
¢« Slave Trade) in an agreement to defend each other.””

« A native chief informed me, that a confider-
¢c able town in which he ufed to live, was attacked by
¢ this malarto trader, who was on that occafion aided by
«¢ fome of the other chiefs, and alfo by an American
¢ veffel then waiting for flaves ; that after a ftout refift-
¢ ance his town was taken and deftroyed; that himfelf
« however and the greater part of his people. effeted
«¢ their efcape to a fmall neighbouring ifland,: whence they
¢« ufed to make occafional incurfions ‘on their enemy upon
« the main land : he mentioned his having taken forty
«¢ prifoners in one of thefe expeditions, all of whom were
« {old as flaves.”

A principal fervant of the Company, when on a vifit
to thefe parts, adds the following icformation : « A flave
¢« of this mulatto chief was fet up by him as adminiftrator,
¢ of juftice in his own diftri&, who is .now reckoned a
é¢ perfon of great importance, and is become too power-
¢ ful to be thwarted ; much court is paid to him by the

' « flave-
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<¢ flave-traders. It is faid that terrible cruelties are prac-
¢ tifed by him, and that accufations are multiplied. A
< native chief of a neighbouring village who was with.
¢ us on board the cutter, being atked to go with us on
¢ fhore, declined it with a ftrong expreffion of indig-.
¢¢ nation and hatred againt this perfon, apprehending, as
€< it appeared, that if he came within his reach he fhould.
¢¢ fcarcely efcape him,——In proceeding along the river,
¢¢ we obferved a number of creeks, the entrance of
¢ which is too narrow for more than one canoe to pafs
¢ atatime: at the head of moft of thefe creeks there
<¢ are towns. Thefe retired places of refidence were
¢ chofen in-the time of the mulatto flave-trader, on the
<¢ ground of their affording opportunity to effe® an
¢ efcape, in cafe of alarm, before the attack could be
«¢ made. One of the fubordinate chiefs, at whofe town
«¢ we landed, confeffed that this had been his motive for
¢ chufing fo difficult a fpot as that on which he had
<¢ pitched himfelf.” Some further mention of this emi-
nent flave-trader will occur in the fequel, and the Pro-
prietors will then be again reminded of the various traces.
of his ravages that have here been fpoken of.

In proceeding to notice the effeéts of the Slave Trade
towards the north, the Direttors have to obferve, that
the two countries neareft to the Sierra Leone (or Tim-
many) diftri&, on that fide, are the Mandingo and the
Sufee country. They will introduce fome information
from each of thefe. The Foulah country, which will be
mentioned alfo, is fill further off.

« November. Two chiefs from the neareft towns
# to Freetown dined with me: they both allowed the
«¢ frequency of kidnapping among the Sufees and Man-
«¢ dingoes ; one of them had been an eye witnefs to it.
¢¢ As to the Foulahs, he fays it is univerfally acknow-
«¢ ledged that they make war for the fole purpofe of pra-
¢ curing flaves. He fays it often happens that a com- .
«pany of Foulahs, having brought flaves to market, is
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attacked by a party of Free-booters, who infeft the
country between the coaft and the Foulah country, and
who both rob people of their goods and make flaves
of them to boot. So that it is not unufual for the fame
man who fold others as flaves, to be fold in a few
weeks afterwards to the fame flave-faCtory himfelf.”

The following intelligence js from the Mandingo,

which is immediately north of the Sierra Leone country.
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¢¢ e November. A trader from the Sufee country
related the following anecdote, of which he himfelf
had been a witnefs. Two or three years ago, the
chief of Qgiapor; river, in the Sufee country, at-
tacked the chief of Bowrah, and made prifoners of
fome of his people, whom he fold to the Britith flave-
fattory to the north of Sierra Leone. The chief wha
had been attacked colleited all his force, defeated the
other chief and made a great many of his people
prifoners ; with thefe he went and redeemed his own
people from the flave-fa&tory, who obliged him how-
ever to pay two for one,” ’

¢¢ February 1794. A mulatto lady, miftrefs of 3 large
town in the Mandingo country, who poffefles con-
fiderable intelligence, called on us in the evening, and
ftaid in the fettlement two or three nights. She has
been to England in her youth, and her Englith name
is Mifs B. Heard. We talked much about the Slave
Trade; fhe faid fhe difliked it, for it kept her in con-
ftant terror, fince fhe never knew when fhe lay down
at night, whether fhe might not be affaflinated before
the morning. She faid that for fome time paft there
had been no wars in the interior country to hers, and
acknowledged that the wars do not happen when there
is no demand for flaves,”

The Direfors will add one more quotation on the fub-

je& of the northern diftrict :

¢

¢ In the Mandingo and Sufee countries, which lie
between the river Sierra Leone and the Rio-Pongas,
‘ : « kid-
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#¢< kidnapping is very frequent ; nor is this done by ftran-

#¢ gers alone. It often happens that children are kid-
< napped by pedple of a neighbouring or even of the
¢ fame village.” —— ¢ A perfon who has refided
¢¢ feveral years in the Mandingo country, told me that
¢ mothers, in that part, never fail to colle¢t their children

<« together with great care as night comes on, and either

«¢ fhu them up or gndeavour to keep them within their

¢ eye till morning.—1It is ftipulated in thefe parts between

«¢ the Slave-Trader and the kidnappers, that none of the

¢¢ natives around fha]l be admitted to a fight of the flaves,
¢ who are ufually conveyed away by the craft in the
¢ night, the barter of them having been made in the
¢t night time alfo. I have converfed with. many natives
¢ ‘as well as traders on this fubje®, and they have every
¢¢ one of them confirmed the above account. A principal
¢¢ faftor, from whom T inquired the reafon of the great
¢¢ frequency of kidnapping among the Mandingoes, obfer-
¢¢ yed that it arofe from their head men getting into
debt to the Europeans, and being then put into con-
¢ finement by them ; in confequence of which the people
¢ belonging to thefe head-men were laid under an obli- -
¢¢ gation to kidnap fome perfon, in order to etfet their
¢ redemption.” ‘

The following information refpeéts that part of the in-
terior or eaftern country which is not far diftant from
Freetown, and is fubjec to the King of Sierra Leone.
¢¢ A chief refiding in one of the upper branches of
the Sierra Leone river, whofe charatter is confidered
¢ as refpectable, has been with us: the following is the
¢ fubftance of his information with refpect to the Sierra
¢ Leone trade. The people inland, he fays, are ufed
¢ to go to war on purpofe to make flaves: at prefent,,
¢ there being no great demand, they do not make war.
¢ White people often encourage palavers (or quarrels)
¢¢ promifing dathes (or.prefents of liquor) in cafe the
#¢ conviéls are fold to them, They were in the pra&:lcre

[} o

K

(4

-

-



[{4
({4
€
€

-

(13
c¢
€

-

€€
€<
<

-

o
€c
€€
€<
(14
€€
({4
€€
({4
P

L {4

-

-

€
«

(14

(778)

_alfo of fomenting war, by giving ammunition to both

parties ; this ufed formerly to happen very frequently,
of which he fpecified two inftances. He told me that he

was himfelf engaged in a war which lafted five years, '
when a Britith flave-trader furnithed both him and his
enemies with powder ; that he ufed then often to way-
lay and fell ftrangers, in order to buy arms and,am-
munition ; but he fays this was ¢ a bad thing,” and
juftified only by the neceflity he was under of finding
means to defend himfelf: had there been no flave

faories he would not have done fo. The flave-traders
-have alted differently of late years; for the inhabitants

of his country being much diminithed in their num-."
bers, and the wars among them very much interrupt-

ing the intercourfe with the remoter parts, the flave

faétors have ufed their influence to fettle all differ-
ences, and to fccure to the people further inland a free
paffage to the river’s mouth. For fome years paft
there have been no wars in his part, bat almoft all the
flaves fold there have been brought down from the
country further up.”

¢ The fame chief mentioned that it was not uncom-
mon for head-men, when they wanted goods from the
flave fa&ories, to give a hint to their wives to.en-
courage fome of the natives to adultery, who if they
fell into the fnare, were then fold to the flave fa&tory
on the accufation of thefe women.”

¢ Two native flave-traders who poflefs a con-
fiderable fhare of intelligence, have been with us.
They informed us that kidnapping was a general -
praétice ¢ among the bufb-meny’ by which they mean
thofe who live 1in the interior: that it was no unufual
thing for the inhabitants of the coaft to travel back
into the country, and lie in wait in the woods for any
firaggling people. They faid, that almoft all the flaves
brought from a diftance were taken either by force or

fraud,” o : :
After
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Aftet fo many various and independent proofs of the
hature of the Slave Trade, and of that horrible defolation
which it has fpread on every fide, it cannot be very
neceffary to bring forward any additional and individual
fals in order to furnifh further teftimony of the fame
kind, The following ftory happens, however, to afford an
inftance of the praétice of kidnapping at Sierra Leone,
of too interefting a nature to be omitted.

The Proprietors may recollet that of the Nova Scotians
who have migrated to Sierra Leone, it has been obferved
that fome were originally inhabitants of Africa, and that
a great proportion of thefe were, according to their own
account, kidnapped in their infancy, It has been found
that three of their number were furnithed from parts not
very far diftant from Sierra Leone ; one of thefe three
was taken from Sierra Leone itfelf, as he ufed to mention
when failing thither on his return. When he landed, he
found himfelf nearly on the fpot from whence he had
been carried off, and pointed to a particular part of the
beach, where, as he relates, a woman laid hold on him, he
being then.a boy, .and fold him to an American flave
fhip in the river. The interval of his abfence had been
about fifteen years. He recollefted the way to his native
town, which was only two or three miles diftant, but he
felt, for a time at leaft, fo great a dread of parting from
the body of his companions, that he delayed making an
expedition thither.

A number of Nova Scotians, of whom this man was
one, were ftanding together among their tents, not long
after their arrival, when a body of natives, led by cu-
riofity, came down to fee the fettlement. An elderly
woman of the party was obferved by fome of the
fettiers to have her attention arrefted, and very peculiar
emotions excited whenever fhe could obtain a view of
the face of this Nova Scotian: fhe was heard to utter
fome words in her native tongue .to her companions
with much agitation, and at length fully recognizing

. his
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fits countenance, fhe ran up to him and embraced him ¢
fhe proved to be his own mother. It was learnt on ir-
quiry that his father was now dead: the parents had
never been able to difcover the fmalleft trace of their
child, whom they had given up for loft; nor does it
appear indeed that any means of difcovery were afforded
them. The woman who flole him remains altogether
unknown, and the impunity of the captain of the flave
thip, even if he were known, is but too obvious: nor
is it to be fuppofed, that even if the kidnapper had beet
known by the child that was kidnapped, the redemption
of the child from flavery and the confequent punifhment
of the kidnapper, would have been at all forwarded.
Having once fecured her prey and committed it to thé
hold of a flave-fhip, ne difeovery feems after that time
to have been poffible : fhe had nothing farther to fear;
unlefs indeed fuch a number of extraordirary events
fhould concur as that of the child’s emancipating himfelf
in the firlt place by running away at the petil of his life
from his mafter, that of his returning then to the very
fpot in Africa from whence he had been taken, and laftly
that of his finding out and feizing and giving evidence
againft and convicting the perfon who had fold him inte
flavery. In the prefent inftance, though fo very remarks
able a one, only a part of thefe circumitances are found.
The Direfors cannot forbear obferving that this incident
affords an illuftration of the rature of the Slave 'l rade;
- which applies equally to the cafe of flaves Kidnapped on

" the ceaft and of thefe taken farther inland.

Having fhewn how Sierra Leone has had ker towns
laid wafte, and her mhabitants occafiorally carried off
through the various enormities of the Slave ‘I rade, on
the other hand it may be noticed, that her mountains have

ained an occafional acceflion of inhabitants through the

ame unnatural traffic; an acceffion indeed, as the fubfe-
quent account will fhew; of a few forlorn and miferable
beings,
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Beings;, whom the Slave-Trade has taught to take refuge
in her heights, and to dread the very fight of their fellow-
creatures.  Other cafes, not very unlike to that which is
about to be noticed, have been indiftin@ly heard of ; the
following however is fo tlearly afcertained as to deferve
particular méntion ¢ :

« About five or fix years 4go, a Danith flave-veflcl
¢ lying at anchor in the mouth of Sierra Leone river,
¥¢ was cat off by the flaves : the head man of the neigh-
 bouring thore on which they landed happening to
*« favour their efcape, they made their way to the moun-
<< tains, and there they built themfelves a town, at the
¢ {uppofed diftance of four or five miles from Freetown,
¢ in which they ftill refide. Their jealoufy of frangers
¥ is however faid to be fuch, that they do not permit
* them to approach, and that they even watch the
* avenues of their retreat.”” Such is the fubftance of
the intelligence on this fubje&t obtained from the fon of 4
confiderable chief, to whom the Company are indebted
For feveral other pieces of information that have been
quoted.

The Direftors learn from forhe very recent accounts,
that ih confequence of the above intimation, two fer-
vants of the Company have made an expedition to the
place of refidence of thefe people, which is termed the
Deferter’s town. They fucceeded in getting into the
town without any particular moleftation, and they have
authenticated the chief facts that have been ftated. They
learnt alfo, that when this body of runaway flaves firit
eftablithed themfelves on the mountains, they were about
one hundred in number;, but that they are now reduged
to about eighty, partly by deaths and partly alfo by
kidnapping. '

Another diftrefsful ftory refulting out of this event
remains to be added. It appears that a complaint was
preferred againft the head-man who favoured the efcape
of thefe flaves, and the great mulatto trader already
B L {poken
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fpoken of is faid to have been the perfon before whom the-
queition was tried. It is commonly fuppofed that the com-
plainant took the precaution of felling his chance of for-
feiture for a moderate fum to the judge, before the trial
came on: certain it is that the judgment given was,
that the head-man, with all his generation (that is, all
the people living in his town) fhould be fold for flaves;

/ and as many of thefe as could be caught were fold

accordingly. The head-man indeed was fpared, after
having been fome time a prifoner, and now lives not far
from Freetown.

The Direftors have now concluded that part of their
information which applies to the period antecedent to the
formation of the colony. They will next proceed to the
relation of a number of events of a more recent date ;
and they will thew firft, by a variety of fa&s, what thofe
fources have been from which the Slave-Trade has been
fupplied during the laft two years, fo far as refpeéts the
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone. The various evils inter-
woven in the trade, the private mifery which it has
caufed, the drunkennefs is has introduced, and the fcenes
of blood to which it has occafionally given rife, will all
appear in the further progrefs of this detail.

The firft quotation that will be given, affords an in-
ftance of one of the lefs atrocious modes of reducing
people to flavery in Africa, and recites' a converfation
with a {lave.captain of the better fort.

¢ February 1793. A native of fome confequence
¢ applied to the Governor for his affiftance in getting
¢¢ his daughter redeemed, who had juft been feized, by a
¢¢ perfon to whom the native owed fome money, and fold
¢ 10 a flave-fhip lying off Freetown. The Governor in
<« confequence went to the flave-captain, and made him
¢ an offer either of goods or money as the price of her
¢ redemption ; but the flave-captain refufed to take

¢« either
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cither the one or the other, obferving that flaves were
< now difficult to be got, and muit not eafily be parted
¢ with. He faid, that fince the girl feemed to be a fa-
¢ vourite, he ought, if he gave her up,” to have by
rights two flaves in return ; but that he would confent
¢ however, as a compliment to the Governor, to let her
be taken back, in confideration of her being replaced
by one prime flave, He added, that the father of the
¢ girl had been on board of his fhip the fame morning,
¢ 1 order to fee his child, that he was prefent at the
¢ interview, and that he had been much affetted at the
¢¢ concern fhewn on both fides; but he remarked again
¢ that flaves were fcarce. The Governor, under all the
¢ circumftances of the cafe, could not interfere any fur-
¢ ther. The father went off however in queft of a flave,
¢ which he feems not to have been able eaiily to procure :
¢ for he did not return till a very long time after, when
¢¢ the fhip was gone.”

The wwo following ftories furnifh two nearly fimilar
inftances of the mode in which the chiefs decide, in fup-
pofed cafes of adultery between their wives and the in-
ferior natives ; the former cafe, in which the proceeding
is more mild, defcribes the condu of an African chief;
the latter, in which the juftice was more {ummary,
that of an European chief who has put on African
manners,

[
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¢ A native was brought to me by one of our
¢ {chool-mafters, who implored our prote@ion, having juft
¢ efcaped from the hands of the chief of the nearcft town
¢ to us, who, as he faid, had put him into confnement
¢ and threatened to fell him, on a charge of adultery
¢ with one of his wives, unlefs he would pay down a
¢ certain fum, which it was out of his power to com-
¢ mand ; the man curfed the flave-fatory as the caufe
¢ of all his mifery, and declared himfclf innocent of the
* charge.” ‘The principal point here to be noticed is,
that the chief, or headman, whao threatened to fell the
Lz ‘nativg
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‘native, afted in this cafe by his own fingle authority, and,
like feveral other chiefs who will be meutioned, feems
not to have been amenable to any fuperior on account of
the judgment he might give in this or any fimilar caufe,
bcthween himfelf and the people of the town belonging
to him.

The cafe between the native and the European is as
follows :—s¢ A native of Sierra Leone who has lived 2
¢ great many years as a grumetta (or free labourer) at a
¢ neighbouring European flave-fa&tory, has been fold on
¢ the ground of his having committed adultery with one
¢« of the European flave-faor’s wives. The European
«¢ {lave-fator fold him to.a flave-fhip, avowing this to
¢¢ be his reafon, without even the form of a trial.” Five
white men and a variety of natives alfo are mentioned as
competent witnefles of this circumftance, to which fome
further reference will be made hereafter.

A firiking fpecimen of African juftice is afforded by
Itlhe following fhort and apparently -well authenticated
ftory.

~—— ¢ On one of the rivers neareft to us there isa town,
¢ where a king or chief refides, and where an European
¢¢ alfo lives who keeps a flave-factory. The king having
< got drunk one day talked of flogging the flave-factor:
¢-the people of the king were accordingly proceeding
< 10 do it, and would have a&tually fulfilled their inten-

<« tion if the flave-fattor had not efcaped to his own

<« houfe and barricaded it. When the king grew fober
< the flave-faGor demanded fatisfattion ; upon which the
¢ king, in order to conciliate him after what had paffed,

. ¢¢ fold him two of his people.” :

The fubfequent quotation furnithes fome ftrong evi-
dence of the very general drunkennefs which has been

“introduced among the chiefs and men of influence on the
‘coaft : the natural alliance fubfiting between drunkennefs
-and the Slave Trade, and their mutual influence on each
‘pther; will here alfo be again exhibited, - - .

¢ Six
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% Six or feven of the native chiefe, fom alt the
*¢ ncareft towns, came to renew their applications for rum;
<¢ their perfeverance is aftonithing. By way of forcing us
¢ into a compliance with their reqoeft, one of them
< obferved, that if we would not give him lignor he
s¢ fhould apply to the flave-fa&tory, and fhould take his
<¢ brother thither for a pawn. However, cven this had
no effe¢t; the Governor continued firm, and at. the
fame time endeavoured to explain to them the motives
of his refufal. They then faid that there was no palaver
(that is no caufe of quarrel) ; but they were evidently
chagrined. Having however partaken of our dinner
¢ they were brought into tolerable humour, and I am
¢ in hopes that thefe applications for- rum will at length
¢ ceafe.”

T he following accounts are given, as. to the fubftance
of them, precifely as they are related to the Direftors, in
whofe opinion they are too important to be withhelds
¢ I muft mention fome proceedings of a Britifh

¢¢ commander in this part, that feem to me of a moft ne-

¢« farious nature. A number of black mariners had been

"¢ hired to affift in navigating fome French fhips tradin

<¢ on this coaft: fix of the fhips have becn captured, a

< the black failors found on board, amounting to nine-

“¢ teen in number, though they. were free men, and re-

€¢ ceiving wages, have been all fold for flaves, one mu-_~
~¢¢ latto child only excepted : it is painful to witnefs fuch

¢ horrid adts of injuftice. Why are not the French fea-

¢ men put up to aution in the fame ignominious man-

¢ ner? Or why is this difference between black men

¢ and white? The captured French failors were at war

¢¢ with us and they are not fold'; but the blacks are all

< fent to the flave-fattory and fold at public auétion,

<¢ together with the goods that formed the cargo: one
- ¢ or two of them were freemen of this neighbourhood,

¢ and fome of them were not only free but they are the—"
€ fons of chiefs; one of them fon of the King of Sallum,
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¢ Itis true the Britifh flave-faQor who bought them, was
¢ fo good as to fay that he would forbear to fend them off
« the country, fo that their friends might redeem them
«¢ whenfoever they thought fit, to fend other flaves in
¢ their room. I am difpofed to believe his profeffions,
¢ but at the fame time it is dreadful to think of the con-
¢¢ tempt that is here fhcwn to juftice. I would not
¢ allow myfelf at firft to believe what ] heard on this
¢ fubjet; but I faw them knocked down myfelf, at the
¢¢ price of about twenty pounds a piece.”

¢ Another French fhip has been made a prize
¢ (by a different captor) and three or four free natives
«¢ found on board have been fold to the neighbouring
« flave-faltory. We remonttratcd with the captain who
¢¢ took her, on the impropriety of felling free people. He
¢ admitted it, but faid he muft receive fome money for
¢ their ranfom, or he could not think of parting with
¢ them. We upon this offered him money, but he then
¢¢ faid No, he muft have flaves in their place, as he was
¢ in want of flaves, and that they muft be four feet four
s¢ inches high.”

Another inftance is mentioned of the fale of feveral free
women, who were found on board a French fhip that was
captured, having been left there as pledges. The captain
of the Britifh privateer who took the fhip was formerly a
Slave Trader.

The free Africans fold by the feveral captors of the
above mentioned French veflels were moft of them event-
uvally redeemed, being natives of the neighbouring coaft.
The captors however {fecm to have profited by their fale,
and to have taken no part in promoting their redemption.

The DireCors by no means think that the difguft
which will be raifed by the next ftory which they {hall
recite, is a fuflicient reafon for withholding it; efpecially as
another of the fources by which the Slave T'rade is fup-
plied with its vi¢tims, is cxhibited at the end of it.

“ A gra.
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- s ¢ A grumetta, or free labourer, belonging to an
*¢ European trader a little way to the north, was accufed
¢ of theft by his mafter. The labourer, according to
s¢ the fuperftitious cuftom of the country, demanded to
be tried by the red water; that is, by drinking a fpecies
¢ of water fufpe@ed to be poifonous, the effect of which
<¢ is fuppofed to determine his innocence or guilt. The
¢ Britith flave-trader after fome time confented ; the
*¢ King of the country was fummoned, and made his
appearance together with all his family and attendants,
The common preliminaries being adjufted, the poor
¢ man drank one draught of the water, and then began -~
to fwell ; prefently afterwards he fell down dead, his
belly burfting. On this the king very folemnly pro-
“¢ nounced fentence againft him, and then proceeded to
condemn all his family to flavery. They were feized,
and afterwards fold. During the trial two men with
clubs ftood on each fide of the accufed, in order to
“ be ready to knock out his brains as foon as thofe
‘¢¢ {ymptoms produced by the red water, to which the
¢ natives attach guilt, thould appear. The white {lave-
<< trader who was the mafter of this man, and agreed to
*< this mode of trial, is confidered very much in the light
¢ of an African chief among the natives of this part.””
Four different evidences of this are mentioned.

Although the proprictors are not yet prepared, by any
thing that has been faid in this report, to credit the degree
of fuperftitious ignorance in which the natives of Africa
arc held (a fubjett which will be treated hereafter) ; yet
the following anecdote, bearing in fome meafure on the
Slave Trade, is here introduced.

—— ¢ A man in a neighbouring town has been fold a
¢« little time ago, on the charge of having changed himfelf,
¢ by the help of witchcraft, into a leopard, and of hav- -~
¢ ing carried off, in that fhape, fome fowls and goats
¢ from the town of the neareft chief to us.”
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The facceeding flory may ferve to fhew the extreiné

horror which fome of the natives feel at the thought of be-
ing fent invo flavery. :
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—— ¢ A native employed by us as 4 free thariner, went
down on board our thip Providence, to the river Sher-
bro: happening to fee fome rice come on board from
the faltory on fhore, while he could not difcover that
any goods were given in exchange, he was feized with
a dreadful fit of terror ; having taken up an idea that
there was an intention to fell him for a flave, in barter
for the goods which were taken into the fhip. At the
moment when the faftor from the fhore was ftepping
on board, being full of this perfuafion, he drew a
knife and endeavoured to flab him; but having
miffed his aim he leaped overboard. After fome
difficulty he was recovered out of the water, and was
afked the reafon of his condué, which he explained in
the way that has been juft mentioned. He continued
fill to fhew the greateft fear, and declared he would
rather die than be fold as a flave.  As it was fufpected
that he might have a fecret defign againft his own life;
his bands were bound, but in confequence of his ear-
neft intreaty, and his promife to remain quiet, they
were a little while after loofed. When midnight came
on he contrived to get into a canoe alongiide the fhip;
which he cut away, and then drifted down the ftream,
till he got to a town at the river’s mouth; here he
was feized and put in irons by the natives; but on the
captain’s application to a chief that is very friendly t¢
us, he got his liberty again. The idea of flavery
having got entire pofleflion of his brain, he foon after-
wards threw himfelf into the water, and was given up
for drowned. It proved that he once more got on fhore,
and being again recovered by the Company he was
carried back in the fhip to Freetown, where he is
now employed within the fettlement. It is thought by
the phyficians that the terror of being made a flave

“ muft
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* muft have overpowered him fo much as to have oc-
st cafioned in him fome derangement of intelle, which
¢ may occafionally return in fome {fmall degree. He feels
¢ now very much attached to the Company, and happy in
«¢ their fervice ; his friends fay that he never experienced
¢ the fmalleft diforder in his mind before this fright
¢« happened.”

The following quotations throw fome additional light
on the nature of the Slave Trade, and coming from an
immediate witnefs of the fcenes which are defcribed, can-
not fail to intereft the Proprietors. The dates of thefe
feveral occurrences were various.

«¢ I have been to day for fome time on board a large
¢ flave-fhip in the river, which had taken in two hundred
¢ and fifty flaves; the men were chained. together in
¢ pairs by the hand and foot, the women were kept
¢« apart. ‘The young flaves appeared cheerful and lively,
¢ but the old ones fhewed themfelves to be much caft
¢ down. At the approach of meal-time they arc obliged
* to fet up a fhout, and they are made to clap their
¢ hands for exercife immediately before they begin to
¢ eat, I was prefent when this was done, and could
«¢ fee fhame and indignation in the countenances of thofe
who were more advanced in years. One woman, who
s¢ {poke a little Englith, begged of me to carry her back
¢ to Sierra Leone: fhe faid fhe was a native of the
s¢ oppofite fhore of the river to Freetown, that her huf-
¢ band had fold her ir order to pay his debts, and that
the had left a child behind her: at the mention of the
child the wept.”
¢ 1 was this morning again on board a flave
«¢ veffel ; there was a woman on deck who had been
< newly fold, and fhe feemed to have been fhedding
¢ tears. I alked her the reafon of her forrow, the pointed
¢ to her breaits, from which the milk was flowing ; and
¢ intimated that {he had been torn from her infant, while
¢ it was yet unweaned, The captain alfo informed me
) ¢ that
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that this was the cafe. She was from one of the neareft
towns to us : fhe faid that the had been fold on account
of her being faucy to the queen or head - womam
in it.”

<« In walking through the neighbouring flave-
yard, I faw a man about thirty-five years old in irons,
he was a Mahometan, and could read and write Arabic.
He was oceafionally noify ; fometimes he would fing
a melancholy fang, then he would utter an earneft
prayer, and then perhaps for a time he weuld obferve
a dead filence. I atked the reafon of this firange con-
du&, and learned that it was in confequence of his
firang feelings on his having been juft pat, for the firft
time, in irons. I believe he had begun to wear them
only the day before. As we pafled he cried aloud to
us, and endeavoured to hold up his irens to our view,
which he ftruck with his hand in-a very expreflive
manner, the tear flarting in his eye. He feemed by
his manner to be demanding the caufe of his con-
finement.””

¢ The captain of an American flave-fhip has becn
telling us that he loft a very fine flave a few days ago
by the fulks, The following were his words, as nearly
as I can recolle®t.=——=—T'he man (he faid) was a Ma-
hometan, and uncommonly well made, and he looked
to me as if he had been fome perfon of confequence.
When he firft came on board he was very much caft
down, but on finding that I allowed him to walk at
large, he got a little more reconciled to the fhip.
When the number of my flaves grew te be fuch that L
could not let them have their liberty any longer, I put
this man in irons like the reft, and upon this his {pirits
furk down again- to fuch a degree that he never
recovered it, He complained of a pain at his heart,
and would not eat. Tbe ufual means were tried with
him, but it feemed all in vain, for he 'continued to
rejeét foed altogether, except when I myfelf ﬁooda;bi
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¢ and made him eat. I offered him fome of the beft
¢< things in the fhip, and left no method untried with
¢ him, for 1 had fet my heart on faving him. I am per-
¢¢ fuaded he would have brought me three hundred
¢ dollars in the Weft Indies ; but nothing would fucceed.
« He faid from the firft that he was determined to die,
¢ and accofdingly fo he did after lingering for the fpace
¢ of nine days; I aflure you, gentlemen, I felt very forry -
¢ on the occafion, for 1 dare fay I loft three hundred
¢ dollars by his death, and to fuch a man as me that is
¢ a very heavy lofs.” '

The two following dialogues will exhibit in a fll
ftronger point of view the manner in which the enormities
that have juft been charged on the Slave Trade are
plainly acknowledged on the coaft, and fometimes even
by the perpetrators themfelves, They will alfo tend to
fhew in what manner thofe Europeans who are become
familiar with the iniquitous {cenes commonly going on in
Africa, have been brought to tolerate them in their minds
and to accommodate their feelings to them; how com-
Pletely they have loft fight of every real principle of juf- /
tice, and have learnt to fubftitute a morality of their own,/
to which they attach a certain degree of credit, which
however evidently amounts to nothing higher than a
difavowal of fome horrible enormities, and is in fatt only
a more fober and deliberate fyftem of injuftice, cruelty,
and oppreflion.

¢ The following is the fubftance of a converfation
¢ which I have been holding with an Englifh flave-faétor,
% who has been living for fome years a little way to the
« fouth, and has had full opportunity of acquainting
¢ himfelf with all the prattices of the Slave Trade. The
¢« {lave-fattor having fpoken of the late mulatto trader
¢ (the fame perfon of whofe ravages the Proprietors have
¢¢ heard fo much) in rather ftrong and favourable terms,
‘¢ having mentioned him as a very gentleman-like, well-
¢ educated, fenfible, and refpe@table kind of man, I
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was induced to afk, in the progrefs of the conver-
fation, whether he had not been guilty of many ex-
cefles all around his own neighbourhood.”
Excefles!| No. He would make war fometimes on the
head-men that owed him money, and would fell fome
of their people in order to pay himfelf, if he could
catch them; but this was only when he had fome juft
debts that were unfatisfied, Or he might perhaps carry
off the inhabitants of a town, when the king or father
of it gave him permiffion ; he having firft bought from
the king an exprefs authority to take them. He was
a good man on the whole, and a man of humanity ;
for he by no means thed all the blood he might, nor
did he always fell every one of thefe he had a right to
fell. For inftance, there is the chief now living near
Freetown, who was adjudged to be his property as
well as all his generation; but the chief himfelf has
never yet been E)ld, which is to be looked upon as a
mere act of forbearance in the mulatto trader ; I con-
fider the fentence however to be fill in force againft
him.” ¢ Did not the mulatto trader order an at-
tack on the neighbouring ifland, on which occafion the
proprietor of it was killed in defending himfelf ; and
1s it not confidered by the furviving friends of the
proprietor that this attack was an at of great in-
Jjuftice ¢« The proprietor well deferved to be
attacked, for there is rcafon to think he was at that
very time intending to attack the mulatto trader.”
I underitand that this affair is by no means over, and
that the fucceflors of this proprietor intend to retaliate
on the fucceflors of the mulatto chief, when they have
an opportunity.” ¢ I believe they do, but it ill
becomes them to call in queftion the condué of the
mulatto chief, for they fhould confider how much
worfe things their own father ufed to do. I will give
you a fpecimen of his proceedings. The old man has
been known to fail up a river with fome large craft

i following
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following him, and to land at a confiderable town
under a great thew of friendthip. Having called the
head-men and all the people together, he has made
them a fpeech, remarking how very fhamefully they
had been ufed by all former traders, and affuring them
that he was come to do them good, and to trade fairly
with them as with friends and brothers. He has next
told them, that, asa proof of his friendfhip, he has
brought a puncheon or two of rum with him, which
he has then opened and invited them to fit round and
drink. On the approach of night, when he has got
them thoroughly intoxicated, he has given the fignal
to his people in the craft, who have come up and
fecured all the party in fetters and carried them down
to the river’s mouth, where he has fold every one of
them that was worth purchafing, to fome flave-thip
that was all the while in waiting. Many other things
of this kind ufed to be done by this old proprietor.
But as to the mulatto trader, he never did fuch things
as thefe; he would never ufe treachery, neither would
he attack a town without having reafon for it; but the
other man ufed to plunder without diftin&ion.”——
Does the fucceflor of the mulatto trader take the fame
means of recovering debts as his predeceffor did 2>
< Is it not an unpleafant
thing to carry on a trade fo full of enormities as you
defcribe the Slave Trade to be ?’>——¢¢ It is no doubt
a bad trade, but it is very profitable. I hateit, and
would get out of it to-morrow if 1 knew of another”
line in which I could get the fame money.”

The converfation that follows, though not altogether

N

unlike the former in its flile, refers to fome different
points, and is one of a much more fhamelefs kind. It
occurred with a flave-captain on the coaft, of whom
however it fhould be obferved that he certainly furpafles
moft of his brethren in effrontery and hardnefs of dif-
pofition. The etfeits produced by the Slave Trade on

¢« the
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the minds of Europeans, which nothing can fhew more’
clearly than the recital of thefe dialogues, conftitute 2
confideration of fuch great importance in the opinion
of the Direflors, as to outweigh every objection to the
quotation of them. v
¢ A f{lave-veffel, which has been waiting fome
¢¢ time in the neighbouring river for her loading of
«¢ flaves, arrived here. The captain has been complaining
¢ bitterly of his tzdious detention, and in the courfe of
¢ the converfation he went the length of obferving, that
¢ if he had been well manned he would not have allowed
< the trader with whom he had been dealing, to detain
¢¢ him as he had done. For (faid he) there was a large
« town dire@tly oppofite the place where my veflel lay,
¢ and if my hands on board had been fufficient I would
¢ have carried off fome of the people. I atked him,
*c whether taking away the people, in that manner, was
¢ a common thing : O not at all uncommon (replied he)
¢« we do thefe things every day on the Gold Coaft, we
< call it panyaring. If a native in that part is not fo
¢¢ {peedy as he fhould be in his payments, you man your
¢ boats towards the dutk of the evening, and bid your
¢ failors go up to any town that is rather near, where
¢ they catch as many people as they can, no matter
< whether it be your debtor’s town or not. If your debt
¢ be large, it may be neceflary to catch two towns ; after
¢ this, your debtor will very foon complete his number
¢« of flaves.”—— ¢ But what if he fhould not?——
¢¢ Why then we carry our prifoners away, to be fure.”~—
#¢ But is this proper ?’——¢ Neceffity has no law, be-
s¢ fides panyaring is country law.”——Did you ever
s¢ recover debts in this manner ?”’——< Aye, many a
s« time, and 1 hope to do {0 again: I wifh we had the
¢ fame Jaw here that they have on the gold coaft, or
«¢ that the old mulatto trader was alive ; he was a fine
¢ fellow to do bufinefs with, he would never caufe any
¢ delay to any one. But as to the prefent man he is
: ¢ afraid
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¢ afraid to make a haul of the people, as the man before
< him ufed to do : he wants a proper fpirit.”’—1I afked
¢« him afterwards how he contrived with Ms flender crew
¢ to keep a proper guard over his flaves.——*¢ I take
¢ good care, faid he, that they never fhall do me an in-
¢¢ jury, for I put them all in leg-irons. And if leg-irons
¢¢ be not enough, why then I handcuff them. If handcuffs
¢r are too little, I put a collar round their neck, with 1
¢« chain faftened to it, which is locked to a ringbolt
< in the deck. If one chain be not fufficient, I put
¢ two, and if two wont do 1 put three : you may truft
¢ me for that.”
¢ Towards the end of our converfation, he very P
e gravely affured me that he had never known any oy
€ afts of cruelty committed in the Slave Trade.” e
¢ But are not thefe things cruelties ”’——* O no, thefe
s are not cruelties, they are matters of courfe, there is
* no carrying on the trade without fuch things as
¢ thefe.” ' :

-

That the Slave Trade has not unfrequently iffued in
the fudden deftruction of thofe immediately engaged in
it, and that ne feverities can operate to the certain pre-
vention of thefe dreadful evils, the following accounts
of the cutting off of flave-thips, which have all been fur-
nithed from the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, and are
moft of them very recent eafes, will fufficiently teftify.
¢ I have juft heard that an American brig,
¢ commanded by Captain y who I underftand
“ was outlawed in England, has been cut off by the
¢ flaves, feven or eight leagues to the northward of
¢ Cape Sierra Leone. A fingle flave having armed
<< himfelf with an axe began the attack, rufhed into the
*¢ cabin and laid open the captain’s face and breaft; he
¢ alfo wounded a paflenger who' was on board very
¢¢ feverely ; as the feamen made no refiftance they were

¢« permitted
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t¢ permitted to go off in the boat, carrying the wounded
¢« people away with them. The captain died. The
e flave-fhip was retaken by a Liverpool veflel, after an
¢« encounter in which fome of the flaves were killed ”
The following account of a very defperate {truggle on
board a flave-fhip, forms part of a confiderable detail of
occurrences which do not altogether bear on the prefent
fubje@. It is but candid to obferve that the war which
will here be fpoken of, a war indeed of a moft extra-
ordinary and perhaps unprecedented kind, appears in
no refpect to have arifen out of the Slave-Trade. The
dangers attending this traffic are however ftrongly evin-
ced by the ftory which will be given.
¢ | have got confiderable light into the hif-
« tory of Mahady, the famous Mahometan prophet, who
e¢ appeared in thefe parts with-an immenfe concourfe of
followers, about three years ago. When he was killed,
fome of his generals contended together for the maf-
tery, and one of them was made a prifoner of war by
his antagonift, who immediately fold him to a French
¢ flave.fhip that was lying off a fattory not far from
¢ Sierra Leone. There he carried himfelf with a fullen
¢ dignity, and, even in chains, he would addrefs his
« fellow flaves in his accuftomed tone of authority and
¢ command, as if he were ftill a man whom no one
¢« would dare to difobey. I heard this from a flave
¢« trader who both beheld him a prifoner on board the
¢« {lave-fhip, and had alfo formerly feen him in the quality
«¢ of a great chief or general in Mahady’s train. The
«¢ flave-trader recolleéted the chief, and the captive chief
¢« alfo recognized the {lave-trader. On the fame day
¢ when the author of my intelligence was on board, it
¢ happened that the chief was permitted to take a walk
¢c on deck without his ufual fetters, No foener had the
¢ captain of the fhip fet down to dinner with his friends
in the cabin, than an appointed fignal was given. The
s« flaves rofe to a man, knocked off each other’s fettersé
({4 an
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and headed by this ehief made an attack on the bar-
*c ricade, with the view of forcing their way into the
¢ cabin ; they were unable however to effe@ their pur-
¢ pofe; the gups were painted at them, fome were
¢ killed, many leaped into the fea, and the infurre&tion
¢¢ was quelled. The captain was now procecding to
¢ epquire who was the ringleader, when this chicf came
‘¢ boldly forward and avowed that he had fet ¢n foat
< and headed the infurrettion, addiag that his wifh un-
¢ doubtedly had been to give liberty to all the flaves on
¢ board, and that he regretted his defcat on their
< acconnt, but that as to himfelf he was well {atisfied
s¢ with the iflue of the copteft, boing now happy in the
< profpedt of immcdiately ohtainipg what he termed his
< own diberty : the -captain did not delay to graat him
¢ the abject of his with, and hung him up infiantly to the
¢ yard arm, as an example to the other infurgents.”

~Ihe Direftars thipk it may mnot be improper to
aobferve, that they do mot with to be confidered as
approving in the fmalleft degre: the leading principles
of this chief, who appears to have been aétuated by a
Apirit of pride and a di{dain of life evidenty unchriflian.
‘The dangers of .the Slave Trade, and the impofiibility
of effeCtually guarding agajnit infurre@ion, not the mo-
tives of the infurgents, of which the purity is not to be
expcfled, are the point under confideration.

The Dire&ors will proceed to add another circum-
ftautial account.of a o lefs fierce and very recent con-
fli&t on board a flave {hip.

¢ A veflel from the northward brought the account
<< of the cutting -off of a Bofton flave fhip, by about
<< forty flaves who were on board ; being kept only in
<¢ fingle chains they took an opportunity while ;the
¢ captain aond .chief part of the crew were below, to
<¢ .overpawer the fecond mate and a feaman on the deck,
¢ whom they cut in pieces and threw overboard ; they
¢ then began to attack the cabin, but being unable to
‘ «¢ force
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¢ force the door they brought the guns from the deck to
« bear upon it, The captain and the reft of his crew
¢« were now induced to furrender themfelves on con-
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¢ dition of having their lives fpared, and the fhip given

to them as foon as they fhould have navigated her
into fome place, from whence the flaves might efcape;
no fooner however had the captain and chief mate
come on the deck, than they were both put to death,
but the feamen were preferved for the fake of having
their help in navigating the veflel, which they accord-
ingly condutted towards the mouth of a neighbouring
river ; happening fuddenly to run aground, three of
the feamen were fent off in a boat to drop an anchor
aftern, which they had no fooner done than they
pulled away from the fhip with all their might, fuc-
ceeded in gaining the fhore, and prefently brought
down with them a flave trader, a refident in that part,.
who having put himfelf and as many hands as he
could get on board an armed fchooner, attempted the
recovery of the veflel ; an obftinate engagement en-
fued, in which the flave trader had three men killed
and four wounded ; the flaves having expended all
their ammunition formed a raft, by the help of which
they efcaped to the fhore; and it appeared on takin
pofieflion of the fhip that feveral on their fide had alfe
fallen in the battle, Of the flaves who gained the
land fome were immediately killed ; the reft, being
eighteen in number, were at length entirely over-
powered by the natives, who were brought down in
crowds to the river fide by the noife of the firing:
thefe eighteen being taken prifoners were again fold
for flaves.”

One or two other recent inftances of the cutting off of

flave fhips in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, are
mentioned to the Court, but the particulars are not
tranfmitted. '

The .
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The Dire&ors will clofe this long enumeration of thofe
general enormities of the Slave Trade, which have been
broughe to light through the eftablihment of the prefent
colony, by giving a brief hiftory of the origin, progrefs,
and end of an European flave trader, who lately died at
one of the neighbouring iflands to Sierra Leone, after a
long refidence on the coaft, and who appears to have
attained to a degree of ferocity and hardnefs of heart
proportionate in fome meafure to his fuccefles in this
bloody trade, As this man appears to have neither friend
nor connection left, the DireQors will think themfelves
under no obligation to ufe any concealment on the fubject.
His name was Ormond ; he went out from England about
thirty-five years ago, in the capacity of cabin-boy to a
flave fhip, and was retained as an affiftant in a flave
factory on the Sierra Leone river: availing himfelf of
the knowledge which he had acquired in this fituation,
in procefs of time he fet up a fa&ory for himfelf, in a
neighbouring part towards the north, and though unable
to write or read, he grew neverthelefs to be fo expert and
accomplithed a flave trader that he realized, as it is fup-
pofed, about thirty thoufand pounds fterling. His
cruelties were almoft beyond belief. Two perfons who
feem to have had good means of information have given
the following account of them. ‘¢ One of thefe perfons,
¢ who had lived for fome time near to him, faid, he
¢¢ knew it to be a fa&t that it was his common pra&ice
<< to kill all his unfaleable flaves by tying a ftone to their /
¢« necks and drowning them in the river during the
¢ night, Nor was his cruelty confined to blacks ; being
¢¢ offended by a white agent, or clerk, on one Chriftmas
¢« day, while drinking freely with fome company, te
¢« ordered his flaves to tie up the European, and then
¢ gave him with his own hands four hundred lafhes,
¢¢ T'he white faltor died a few days atter.”” The other , ’
perfon who fpoke of this flave trader agreed as to his
general charatter for barbarity, and mentioned his hav-

Nz ing
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ing heard the following inftance of it from an ejé witnefs,
namely; ¢ that Ormond having caught a black wifc of his
¢ in a criminal conneCtion with one of his flaves, -he tied
‘¢ them together to a tar barrel, fet it on fire, and in this
¢ manner burnt them both to death.” It is obfervable
alfo that this favage by no means fell fhort of the matives
of Africa in the degree of heathenifh fuperftition to
which he had attained; he had the fame firm truft with
them in grigris, or charms, was fubje& to filly fuper-

- flitious fears, and had the ufual faith in witchcraft.
Providence having thus permitted thds man to become
a fignal inftance of a ne lefs abandoned than fuccefsful
flave trader, was pleafed to allow that he fhould experience
before he terminated his days the following viciffitude.
A few years ago having loft his health he went to the
I{les de Los (which lie te the nerth of Sterra Leone) for
the fake of fea air and medical help, having confided all
his affairs to a mulatto youth who was his fon. Happen-
ing to have recently quarrelled with the Bagos, who are
the natives that furround his place of refidence, and ta
have deftroyed one of their towns, they took this oppor-
tunity to retaliate, and came down in a body to attack
and plunder his fattory. The flaves of Ormond being
not much attached to their mafter, favoured the Bagos,
and the place being taken they fhared in the general pil.
lage ; the buildings were all burnt, the goods in them,
which are faid to have amounted to the value of twelve
or fifteen hundred flaves (or near thirty thoufind pounds)
were either deftroyed or carried away ; young Ormond
and all who adhered to him were put to death; old
Ormond lived to hear the news, but he died in about a
month after,

‘The Directors have thought it proper to give the cha-
racter of this man, principally with a view of exhibiting
an inftance of the great influence of the Slave Trade,

_in deftroying the feelings, and depraving the human
-7 heart, ‘The fame flory may ferve alfo te fhew, what
. crimes
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crimes have been perpetrated with impunity by Britith
fubje@s in Africa; and of what inftraments Great
Britain has made ufe, in carrying on thig deteftable com-
¥Rerce, .

The Direftors however would by no means be under-
ftood to impute to the general body of flave traders
on the coaft, atrocities equal to thofe which have been
mentioned ; at the fame time they think it right to
obferve, that other inftances might if neceffary have been
added, which would have exhibited very nearly the fame
degree of guilt and cruelty.

In proceeding now to fpeak of the dire@ hindrances
by which the Slave Trade may be fhewn to have ob-
ftruéted the Company’s views of civilization, the Direttors
will dwell firlt and chiefly, on two or three particular
falts, adding indeed in the fequel, fome obfervations on
the general contariety which.muft neceffarily exift be-
tween the principles of the Sierra Leone Company and
thofe of the Slave Frade, even though no fuch fpecific

@

hindrances as thofe which will be ftated, fhould occur:

again, - Thefe obfervations will natarally offer themfelves
after famming up the whole evidence on the fubjet of
the Slave Trade, and they will be an introduion to
the only remaining head of the opening profpeéts of
civilization, ' : .

- The firft inftance that fhall be named of a dire&t
hindrance given by the Slave Trade to the civilization,
or rather indeed to the firlt colonization of Africa, will
be one of a very interefting, and perhaps the Proprietors
may think of a rather ominous and difcouraging kind,
‘The Direttors allade to the-overthrow or difperfion of
the firft colony of free blacks from hence, which as the
following account will fiew, may obvioufly be traced to
the Slave Trade,

The
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The Proprietors may recolle&, that this fettlement, on
which the firft fubfcribers to the prefent Sierra Leone
Company founded a confiderable part of their hopes,
was mentioned in the opening of this Report, to have
been broken up not very long after its eftablifhment, in
confequence of a difpute with the natives, in which the
fettlers (apparently however not through their own fault)
unhappily became involved. The circumftances were
as follows. A native Chief living within half a mile of
Free Town, which is the fame fpot on which the free
blacks from London originally placed themfelves, had
Ioft, as he affirms, two individuals of his town, by the
depredations of an American flave captain, and had been
fome time waiting for an opportunity of retaliating on
any veffel from the fame country, that might come within
his reach ; the opportunity after a-while occured ; a boat
which was founcr to belong to an American thip, happen-
ing to pafs up the river, was attacked and plundered by
him and his people ; the crew that were in her confifting
of three or fgur m:n, were put to death, one only ex-
cepted, who efcaped, and conveyed the ncws to the
neighbouring flave fattory, the place to which the boat
had been going. The principal agent of the fattory,
after fome confultation with the officers of a man of war,
then lying in the river, determined on becoming the
avenger of the outrage : fome ineffettual attempts were
firt made to induce the Chief to come on board the
frigate, but after an interval of two or three days, the
flave faftor himfelf, together with a licutenant from the
King’s fhip, and a body of Britifh failors and marines,
fet out on an cxpedition to the town of the chief, having
alio added to their party two of the free blacks from the
new fettlement as their guides, who by living in the im-
mediate neighbouthood, were of courfe acquainted with
the road, and who were preffed, as they fay, moft unwil-
lingly into this fervice. On the approach of this agngd

ody
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body of men, the Chief and his people fled, the town
was plundered and fet on fire; the flave fator however,
and the party with him from the King’s fhip, returning
in the dufk of the evening, were fuddenly attacked by a
difcharge of mufquetry from among the bufhes, and an
engagement enfued, in which fome natives are faid to
have fallen on the one fide, and the firft lieutenant of the
man of war and a ferjeant of marines were killed on the
other, a few alfo being flightly wounded. One confe-
quence of the flaughter that happened among the natives
on this occafion, was, that the Chief ufed afterwards
frequently to vow, that he muft now retaliate again for
the further lofs of people that he had fuitained ; happily-
however, the flave fator, againft whofe perfon his rage
was principally dire@ted, fooa afterwards quitted the
coaft,

This fcene of outrages, produced as it happened no .
great mifchief or inconverience to the flave factory,
which is fituated at fome diftance on an ifland in the
river, and is alfo well fortified, but its confequences were
fatal to the neighbouring and unproteéted {ettlement of
free blacks. A palaver or council was called of all the
furrounding Chiefs, who following the African cuftom
of direfting their vengeance for every mifchief done to
them, againft any perfons guilty or not guilty, whom
they have within their power, and whom they imagine
in the fmalleft degree conneéfted with the authors of the
injury, and having heard that in this cafe two indivi-
duals from the neighbouring colony were among the
hoftile party, determined that the whole town of the free
fettlers fhould be burned. The fentence was executed
within three days, and the fettlers were difperfed. It is
but doing juftice to the flave fadtor to obferve, that it
afforded a temporary prote@ion and fupport to feveral
of the fettlers during the firit preffure of their diftrefs.

The ftory that has now becn recited deferves notice,

. not
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not only as affording an explanation of the immedixé
caufe of the difperfion of the firft colony which went from
hence to Sierra Leone, but as a {pecimen alfo of one of
the kinds of danger to which every body of new fetders
in Africa muft neceflarily be more or lefs expofed, fo
/long as the Slave Trade is carrying oz all around them,
The events which happened in this cafe were nane of
them ftrange or extraordinary. An outrage is com-
mitted or {uppofed to bec committed by a flave captain,
in the procuring of flaves; a blind and bloody a& of
vengeance on the part of the natives follows ; the neigh-
bouring flave fadtory interferes, and the little adjoining
fetrdement is involved in the confequences of the genera,
All thefe are accidents which belong to the very natuve
of the Slave Trade ; they grow out of its ordinary .enaz-
mities; they fuit with its ferocious fpirit; and accord
with principles of ljuftice : for the inddcriminate fei-
zure of each others pcifons, is the very leflon which is
daily taught the Africans by the kuropean faétors, who
blame no violence, revenge no injury, and difcourage
~"no atrocity that tends to the extenfian of their own traffic ;
and who, fo far as the Dire®ors are informed, are not
accuftomed to declinc buying any man for a flave, on
the ground of his having been unjultly brought into cap-
tivity. Indeed more than one inftance might eafily be
pointed .out, as the Direttors conceive, in which the fame
flave faftory which became the adminiftrator of juftice
upon this occafion, has purchafed Africans, knowing them
. at the time of purchafe to be freemen; knowing alfe
- that the individual who officred them for fzle, had himfelf
{eized them unjuftly, and had no fhadow of right to fell
them. Nor do the Dire&ors mention this by way of caft-
ing particular. refletions on any individual flave-fa&tory,
for they believe that the other flave fatories in Africa
follow the fame cuftom; each thinking it perhaps a
fufficient juflification to .plead, that if it. fhould be. fo
fingular
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Another evidence of the danger arifing from the Slave-
Trade to the perfonal fecurity of any neighbouring
colonifts, is afforded by the following ftory :

Some time before the eftablitiment of the prefent
Company, a Britith flave-trader who lived then in Sierra
Leone niver, but is lately removed, feized five free

o blacks



{ 106 )

blacks (part of the edlony from England) which has been
ately fpoken of ju&ifyini this violence on the ground of
his having been wronged by one individual of their body,
fomewhere at a diftance on the coaft, where he was em-
ployed in navigating a veflel belonging to this flave-
faGtor. The country law warranted, as the fa&or faid,
this mode of redrefling the grievance, and he feems
therefore to have taken the firft five fettlers he could
meet with, He was induced however, after fome time;
to releafe three of them gratuitoufly, the two remaining
prifoners being thought on confideration to afford that
recompence for his lofs, which was fit and proper on the
common principles of African juftice.  Thefe two men;
who were admitted to have no conneftion with the de-
faulter, nor any means of catching him, (be having run
away from the thip when at the diftance of fome hundred
miles from the fettlement,) and whofe only crime was that
they had formerly lived in the fame town with him, were
kept by this Britifh flave-trader fome time in chains, and
. then fold and put by him on board a flave-fhip that was,
on thé point of failing ; when a Mahometan chief, who
bappened to come from the interior country, took com-
paflion on their cafe, and having advanced out of Lis
own pocket about fifty pounds flerling for their redemp-
tion, relealed them and fent them home. The fame
chief fell lately into fome diftrefles himfelf, and being
in debt to one of the faftories, was deprived of a fa-
vourite free boy, whom he had fent with a meflage to
the fadtor ; the boy being feized for the fatisfattion of the
debt. The chief, half diftracted at the lofs, came down
to Sierra Leone, and endeavoured in vain to trace the
child from faltory to faftory. At length he called at
Freetown, mentioned his prefent poverty, and the affliCtion .
which had brought him down to the coaft, and modeftly
atked to have the fifty pounds reftored to him which he
had formerly paid for the redemption of fome of the
. freemen
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freemen of Granville Town, and had never claimed
before. The Direftors have mentioned all thefe cir-
cumftances together and in this Place, though part of
them might have been claffed with the incidents enu-
merated fome time fince, becaufe they with to remark
that the Governor and Council were led very carefully
to inveftigate the whole of this interefting cafe; and
they found from different concurring circumftances, that
the main fafts were precifely as has been ftated. Thé
fifty pounds were paid back to the chief by the Com-
Ppany, in confequence of this inveftigation. '

- The Direfors have reafon to think that feveral others
of this firft unprotefted body of fettlers have been fold
from time to time, and atually carried off the coaft.
One is believed to have been kidnapped by a neighbour-
ing black flave-trader; and an inftance has occurred of
another having turned kidnapper himfelf. The natives
whom he had {feized and fold were however recovered,
through the intervention of the Company, and the kid-
napper was corporally punifhed. Some are alfo faid to
have been fold for crimes charged againft them. All
thefe incidents however, (the dete&tion and punifhment
of the individual who turned kidnapper alone excepted,)
happened antecedently to the formation of the prefent
colony.

- The Proprietors, after all the evidence that has been
given, will not be furprifed if the infecurity of travellers,
and the prevention of a free communication with the
interior country, fhould be fpoken of as another hind-
rance to the views of the Company.. The mention of
this point, indeed, opens a wide field for refle®ion. It
has appeared from many recent inveftigations, that the
natives of Africa who live towards the: coaft, are far, =~
more barbarous than thofe of the interior country, an
that while the population towards the fea is extremely
thin, and the little intercourfe that fubfifts in this part

; Qz dangcrous
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dangerous, there are to be found, on advancisg further
inland, many towns of confiderable magnitude ; fome of:
which, lying in the very heart of Africa, are fuppofed to -
carry.on much internal trade, and even to have made no
{mall progrefs in Civilization. Whether, therefore, the -
immediate interefts of the Company, or the general be-
nefit hoth of Africa and Europe, be contemplated, the
opening of fome conne&ion with the interior of this vaft
continent, naturally prefents itfelf to the mind as a moft -
defirable obje@. Bat here again the Slave-Trade exerts .
its baneful influence., That general infecurity of perfons
which refults from it; that diffolution of all government
which it has caufed on many parts of the coaft; that
drunkennefs which it has introduced among the native’
kings and chiefs ; but, above all perhaps, the dread of
fecret machinations from the flave-traders themfelves, -
who by means of a chain of faftories have g confiderable
influence in the interior, and may be confidered alfo as
holding, the key of Africa in their hands, by poficfling
almoft the entire empire of the cpaft~—al] thefe eircum-
ftances form, unqueftionably, a very formidable hindrance
/ in the way of every liberal and benevolent attempt to -
extend difcoveries in Africa, with the view of ultimately -
{etting on foot fome peaceful and mutually advantageous
intercourfe, with the nations of the interior parts. .
-The Proprietors are already informed that an attempt
to penetrate into the country furrounding Sierra Leone,
was made by the Company’s mineralogift, in the very
infancy of the colony. He was a perfon who to fome
impatience of fpirit, joined a very ardent mind, a love
of general knowledge, and greit perfonal refpe&ability,
as well as experience in his profeflion. He went from
England for the purpofe of extending his difcoveries, -
having voluntarily offered his fervices to the Company,
taking no falary, but fimply ftipulating, that if any -
profits fhould arife: from his profeflional tefcarchg;..l;;
_ : ou
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fhould have the fhare which mineralogifts are commonly
allowed, and that the expenfes of his paffage and living
at Sierra Leone fhould be borse by the Company. This
firft of the adventurers from Sierra Leone on 2 journey of
difcovery, was attacked and plundered of all his goods,
as was before ftated, by a native chief, and was obliged
to retarn in fo deplorable a condition, that he appears to -
have died of the vexations and hardthips he encountered.
1t would not have been unreafonable to fufpect that the
Slave-Trade might have imparted fome of its ferocity to
this chief, even if no evidence of a pofitive conneétion
between him and the flave-traders had been furnithed.
It has however happened, that a fubfequent attack on
another fervant of the Company has been made by the
fame chief, at the infligation, as the Dire®ors are in-
formed, of a French flave-trader; who reprefented to
him . and his le, that a fhip of the Sierra Leone
Company trading in this river, had been equipped for
the purpofe of making war on all the French flave-
faors living in his territories. On the arrival of the
veflel the natives were alarmed; but the peaceable de-
meahour of the captain, who merely went up to buy
fome rice in the principal town, foon allayed their fears,
The chief, however, meeting with -the captain while he
was thus employed, and being very drunk at the time,
was induced to make an affault upon him. The people
aggravated the infult, tore the clothes from the captain’s’
back, dragged him to another town about two miles off,
and there kept him prifoncr. When the chief grew fober,
he began to reflet on what he had done, ordered the
prifoner to be fet free, and made him fome prefents by
way of compenfation for the infult, ) .

The Direftors will not add, in this place, any more
obfervations on the hindrances which the Slavc-Tr?de_
has given to the Company, as the fame general fuquél}

’ ' ) wi
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will neceffarily recur again, in fpeaking of the fteps that
have been taken to promote Civilization. Yet before
they difmifs the topic of the Slave-Trade, they truft that
they may be allowed, in confequence of its very great
importance, briefly to recapitulate fome of the leading
circumftances which have been ftated.

It appears then, that the chief fources of the Slave-
‘Trade are debts, wars, crimes, and kidnapping. When
debts are flated to be one of the fources of flavery, there
may feem nothing on the firft view very dreadful in
the idea ; but let the fa&s which have been mentioned on
this fubject be put together, and they will be found to
exhibit fuch 3 fyftem of wickednefs, and fuch a fcene of
accumulated mifery, as would by no means have pre-
fented itfelf to the mind, on a flight inveftigation.

In the firft place it may be oﬁferved, from the con-.
current teftimonies which have been given, that if an
African contrads a debt, it is not the debtor himfelf that
is commonly fold for the difcharge of it; an innocent
perfon almoft always pays the penalty : a wife, or a child,
or fome other near conne&ion of the debtor, or perhaps
fome native refident in his town, or fome ftranger who
had fought proteQion there, is the perfon that is carried
off by the flave-trader. (2) On one occafion, as it has been
thewn, a child is torn away from its father by a debtor,
- and the flave-captain fails away with it before the parent
can kring the prime flave demanded as a fubftitute. (4) In
another inftance, a wife is fold by her hufband on agcount
of a debt, and is feen weeping in the {lave-fhip ; having
alfo left a young child behind her. (c) In a third cafe, a
favourite free-boy having come down to the coaft with a
meflage, is feized for the debt of his principal ; and he
alfo is fent from Africa, before any opportunity is afforded
for his redemption, (#) In a fourth, two of the fettlers

() See page 83. (8) p.89. (o) p,1Q6, (4) p-105.
: ‘ from
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from England are fold, (three more having been alfo cap-
tared) on account of the debt of a towniman who rung
away from his captaiﬁ, on another part of the coaft.
When the cuftom of felling men in fatisfaction for debt is
contemplated in other views, it appears ftill more dread-
ful. The native chiefs appear to be encouraged to con«
tra® debts by the flave-traders themfelves, for the fake
of that right of feizure which is known to follow. The
very large credits given in Africa, which cannot be fup-
pozd to ftand on the ordinary principles of commerce,
but feem peculiar to a trade in {laves, form perhaps one
of the grand fupports of this traffick ; for fome faéts that
have appeared at Sierra Leone, unequivocally fhew. that
liberality of credit is made the means of legalizing all -
manner of enormities; it ferves the purpofe either of”
fubje&ting a country to a flave-faQtor, or of fecuring
quick difpatch to a flave-fhip. By thefe :credits the
mulatto trader acquired his power over all the neighbour-.
ing chiefs, and enabled himfelf to depopulate the whole
country around him, without violating the cuftoms of
Africa, or forfeiting his charafter as a () ¢ good man and . -
a man of humanity.’ It is obvious alfo, that {lave-captains
coming to trade on the coaft, may make a no lefs extenfive
ufe of the fame {yftem of credit. By unloading a part of -
their goods, and diftributing them among the African
headmen, they eftablifh a claim to. feize both them and
the infericr people : and (f) € if therefore the creav of 1he
Save-fbip be firong emough,’ they need never wait long
for their cargo ; for they have only to refort, as one flave
captain did not fcruple to fay that he was ufed to do < #o
the country law of (g) panyaring.” (&) In the Mandingo
country it has been fhewn, that debts are alfo the fource of
kidnapping ; for ¢ the headmen getting into debt to Eu-
¢ ropeans,.are then put into confinement, in confequence

(¢) Sec page 92. (f) p.94. (g) ibid. (4) p.77.
€ of
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«¢ of which their people are obliged to kidnap, in arder
¢ to effelt their redemption.” It may not be imprdper to
remark, that there is no proceeding by which the Sierra
Leone Company appear to have given fo mmch offence
to the native chiefs, as by refufing to indulge them with
the ufual African eredit. oL
Wars are another fource of the Slave Trade, and
might alfo feem, on a fuperficial confideration of the fub-
je&t, to rank amongft its leaft objectionable fources. But
when 2 view of fals is taken, they are feen evidemly
and neceflarily to involve the mroft horrible enormity.
The natives of Africa, fearing to live detached from each
other, cangregate in towns, under the proteQion of fome
headman, whom they commonly term their father : (i) be,
being corrupted by liquor, is indulged with a verylibera}
loan of goods, and thus becomes involved in debt to the
llave-factor.: .on the ground of this debt, war is made
by the faltor on the people; fome are killed, and many
more taken, and fold into flavery, and thus the debt of.
the chief is difcharged. This is precifely the defcription.
of that multitude of little wars which were carried on by
the great mulatto flave-trader, againft all the inferior.
" chiefs around him. Frem thefe wars others fpring, and
a long fucceffion of hoftilities is thus entailed on the
chiefs and on the people. (#) A chief efcapes from the
mulatto trader, with the refidue of the people of his
town, to a neighbouring ifland : thence, for a confiders -
able peried, he carries on a vindi@ive and at the {ams |
time a predatory war, with his adverfaries on the main:.
land ; tzki;g occafionally forty prifoners’at once from the -
mulatto trader, who would not be flow to retaliate in his’
turn ; and further viQtims are thus furnithed, on eack fide,
to the Slave-Trade. Some of thefe petty wars feem
eminently produive to the traders; < (/) the chief of

(i) See pageg3. (4) p- 74 () p-75.
« Quiaport
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*¥ Quiaport attacks the chief of Bourah, and fends to the
_¥¢ flave-faltory many prifoners. The chief of Bourah
¢< gathers all his firength, and is put under the neceflity
“« of feizing double the number from his antagonift; for .~
“¢ he is not allowed to redeem his own people, except by
o paying tawo f.r one.”” Nor are thefe fmaller wars among
the inferior chiefs the only wars produdive of flavery.
There is not one great nation in the neighbourhood of Sierra
Leone which has not been reprefented, by credible wit-
nefles, as being induced to go to war by the Slave-Trade.-
(#) The femal¢ mulatto acknowledges, that when there is
no demand for flaves, then there are no wars in the
Mandingo country. ¢ () The Foulahs, fays another evi-
¢ dence, are perfe@tly well known to go to war for the
¢ {fole purpofe of procuring flaves.” “ The people directly
¢ inland, adds another chief, go to war for flaves; our
¢ country being however now very much depopulated,
¢ and the paffage of the flaves from the remote parts
“ being hindered by the wars, the flave-factories have
¢ lately endeavoured to make up out quarrels, and the,
* adjacent country to Sierra Leone, begins now to be
¢ at peace.”

Crimes real or iputed form another principal ground
on which perfons are condemned to flavery : adultery is
one of the higheft. A native (o) chief in one cafe, and ar
European () chief in another, fells an inferior African on
a charge of this fort ; but in each inftance the chief afts |
on no other authority than his own will, and evidently,
gets the emolument arifing from the condemnation to
himfelf. And here alfo let the drunkenncfs and de-
pravity of the African (g) chiefs, who are thus judges in
their own caufe, be confidered ; let the polygamy pre-
vailing in Africa be taken into the account; nor let the
obfervation of a native trader be-forgotten; ¢ (r) that it

(m) Sec page 76. (m) p- 75 (o) p.34. (p) Ibid. (7) p.8s.
(r) p-78.
P T
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<« is common for chiefs when they want goods, to give &
<< hint to one of their wives, to.encourage adultery in

« the lower natives,”” The other charges of crimis

siality, which have been mentioned as fources of flavery,

have been many of them fo {light, and accompanied with

fuch indications of partiality and injuftice on the part of
-the judges, that the decifions aggravate the general

horror excited by the contemplation of this traffick. A

whole town is doomed to flavery, the chief alone ()

excepted, for the crime of letting fome runaway flaves

pafs through their diftrit to the mountain. A weman

from the next town is torn from her child (7) and fold,

the milk fill flowing from her breaft, merely as it feems.
for ufing impertinent language. (x) Two men are fold by.
a chief after a fit of intoxication, in order to make com-

penfation to a flave-trader whom he had infulted in his.
drunkennefs. (x) One man is fold on a charge of having.
changed himfelf into a leopard. (y) The whole family of

another poor wreich who had been put to death by .red.
water, on a fufpicien of theft, is fold on account.of his

fuppofed offence. (z) The remarkable circumftance of.

the mulatto flave-trader’s fetting up a flave to be a judge.
over his diftri&, the growing power of this judge, the

court paid to him by the flave-traders, and the dread.
of coming near him, inftanced in the condu& of one of.
the natives, are alfo to be remembered.

The remaining fource of flavery is kidnapping, of
which numerous inftances were given. (a) One of the
Nova Scotians declarés himfelf to have been formerly
kidnapped from Sierra Leone, by a woman, and foon after -
his landing he is recognized by his parents. (4)Relations
of the Kipg of Sierra Leone are carried off, at three
different times, by kidnappers. (¢) The Company’s agent
falls in with a party of natives, who are feen in the

() Sce page 81. () p.go. (») p.84. () p. 87. (y) Ibid.
(=) p-74- (a) p-79. (6) p-72. (¢c) lbid.

very
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. wery a& of kidnapping. () A free fettler from England is
kidnapped by a neighbouring flave-trader. () Another
free fettler turns kidnapper himfelf, but is detected by
the Governor and Council, and receives the punifhment
which he deferves, No lefs than three cafes occur in
which Britith commanders are infected with the common
contagion, and come under the denomination of kid-
nappers, fince they fell without fcruple the free mariner/
found on board the French thips which they had cap-
tured. (f)In one of thefe inftances nineteen freemen are
fold, many of them the fons of chiefs. (g) In a fecond,
three or four others, in fpite of the ftrongeft remon-
ftrances of the Sierra Leone government. (4) In a third,
four women who had been ‘left on board a captured fhip

- as pawns. (¢) The numbers in the Deferter’s town are
confiderably reduced, partly by kidnapping. In all the
neighbouring countries alfo, kidnapping is declared by
many witnefles to abound. (#) Free-booters, fays one,
infeft the parts lying between the coaft and the Foulah
country ; fo that the man who brings down flaves to the fea
fide is often kidnapped himfelf on his return home, and
fold to the fame faltory, to whom he had been felling
others.. In the (/)Sufee country, fays another, kidnapping
is frequent. In the Mandingo country mothers dare not
truft their children out of their fight after fun-fet, for
fear of the kidnappers. The reafon of its general preva-
lence is obvious : () debts, as was before obferved, pro-
duce kidnapping : the impunity of the crime, through
the facility of difpofing of the vitims, produces kid-
napping. Wars alfo produce kidnapping : ¢ (#) I myfelf,
¢ fays one chief, ufed during a five years war to waylay
¢ and kidnap paflengers: ‘but this I own was a-bad
¢ thing, juftified only by the neceflity I was under of
¢ having fomething to give to the flave fa&tories, for the

(d) See page107. (¢) Ibid. (£ p. 8:5. /g) p-86. (b) Ibid.
V) p31. & p-760 () P7§. (%) P74 (n) P78
6 purcha(q
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“4¢ puichife of more ammunition.” To all thefe inftances
are to be added the more than ordinary ravages alcribed
10 the Proprietor of a neighbouring ifland, (¢) who made
it his praftice to fweep away the inhabitants of whole

/ towns by treachery, when he had made them intoxicated,
and of whom even the flave-fa&or complained that he
ufed to ravage without diftinction.

Thefe are the four fources from which the flaves fur-
nifhed from the ncighbourhood of Sierra Leone appear
to have been fupplied ; nor do the Direftors conceive
that any confiderable number can have been obtained
from thefe parts by any’ lefs exceptionable means. In-
‘deed it is reafonable to prefume that a multitude of
_atrocious aéts have happened at Sierra Leone in con-
fequence of the Slave-Trade, which have been per-,
petrated in fecret, or kept back at leaft from the view of
the Sierra Leone Company’s agents.

The preceding account refpeéts indeed thofe flaves
only who have been furnithed from the neighbourhood of
Sierra Leone, and not the general body of flaves fold in
Sierra Leone river, of whom much the greater part are
brought down from the interior country. The Direftors
conceive, however, that no one can have any right to
aflume that the cafe of inland flaves differs eflentially
from that of flaves taken on the Coaft : the injuftice and
treachery praftifed in taking them, and the fcenes of
private wretchednefs refulting from their captivity, can
hardly fail to be fomewhat fimilar, in whatever part of
Africa the fcene be laid in which the cafes happen.

Let then the whole aggregate of mifery caufed by the
Slave-Trade be contemplated ; let it be remembered that
what has been defcribed is but a fample of the manner in

~“which EIGHTY THOUSAND men are annually car-
ried oft from Africa, by the civilized nations of the
yorld, and more cfyecially by Great Britain ; let all the

- (g) See page 92.
vapety
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-watlety of incidental enormities which have been flated
be brought to recolle@ion ; let the blood fpiltin (p) wars,
let. the cutting off of (¢) flave-fhips, let the ats of fuicide
reforted to by the captives on fhip-board, and of wild
and bloody (r) vengeance, by the incenfed natives on the
fhore, of which a few fpecimens only have been given,
be borne in mind. Let all the moral evil chargeable on
this trade be duly confidered ; let the drunkennefs, the
treachery, the violation of all the natural feelings, through
the felling of wives and children, in difcharge of debts,
or in exchange for liquor, let the depraved habits com-
municated as by contagion to (s) Britith captains, failors,
and (¢) faltors on the Coaft, and the cnormous cruelties
g0 which fome of them have been tranfported, be recol-
le&ted ; above all, let the flop put to the Civilization of
one fourth part of the habitable globe, and the guilt of
hindering that light of revelation which has fo long-
thone on Britain, from fhining on the innumerable tribes
who inhabit the interior of that vait Continent, be added
the account; and on the other hand, let the prefent
miferies of Africa be contrafted with the bleflings which
might have refulted from a contrary conduét on the
part of Great Britain ; from the introdu&ion of Chrifti-
anity, from the communication of Eurcpean knowledge,
and from that promotion of induftry, which is the fure -
refult of an honeft, innocent, and peaceful commerce.—
Let all thefe confiderations be put together, and the
evil of the Slave-Trade will appear indeed enormous ;
its hindrance tp Civilization, and 1ts hottility to every
ﬂinciple that is profeffed by the Sierra Leone Company,
come abundantly evident; and the opening profpets
of Civilization which are about to be ftated will be feen
to be important, not only in refpeit to their immediate
confequences, but on account of their furnithing alfo the
ploft fatisfaltory evidence of the pradicability of re-

() Secpage77- (9) p-98 () p103. () p-97- (4 p- B4
verfing
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Verfing that cruel fyftem which as yet prevails in Africa,
and a favourable omen of an approaching change in the
general condition of that hitherto unhappy Continent.
The fubverfion of the iniquitous trade in flaves was
one of the motives which led to the inftitution of the
Sierra Leone Company ; and it is one of the objeéts to
which thofe who have the management of its affairs,
profefs that their beft endeavours fhall be direGed: they
truft, however, that they fhall not allow their deteftation of
the trade to excite in them any perfonal ill-will towards.
the individuals engaged in it; and they feel a peculiar
fatisfattion in obferving, that their government abroad,
however their zeal in the caufe of its abolition may have
been excited by the fcenes which they have witnefled,
have at no time reforted, either to any viclent or under-
hand means of forwarding this obje@ ; having neither
interrupted the flave-traders forcibly themfelves, nor
endeavoured to irritate either the natives or the Nova
Scotians againft them. It may be proper to add, that
they have been far from encouraging any failors who
thought themfelves cruelly ufed by their captains, or
any flaves belonging to the fhips, or to the factories, ta
run away to their fettlement. Indeed, it is due to the
Governor and Council to mention that they have ated
. with a peculiar degree of temper and moderation, on
fome trying occafions ; labouring to compofe differences,
to promote harmony and peace, and to prevent all pri-
vate ats of vengeance. They have alfo made a point
of exercifing equal juftice towards the flave-traders, and
have given proofs of humanity and kindnefs towards
them. In particular, they have received and entertained
the fick Europeans from the flave-fhips, many of whom
having been attratted to Freetown by the known falu-
brity of the air, cr the expefation of getting good
medical advice, have either been lodged in the houfes
of fome of the fettlers at the Company’s expenfe, of
gratuitoufly received irito the public hofpital. -
As

v
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As an inftance of the impartiality of the Governor ahd
Council, it may be obferved, that a complaint of il
ufage having been made againft fome of the natives, by
the fame flave-captain, whofe enormous cruelties on
thip-board, as well as cuffom of feizing the natives ow
thore, have appeared from a converfation held with this
perfon himfelf, which has been recited, the Governor
and Council exerted their influence with the neighbour-
ing headman, to obtain a hearing of the cafe; in con-
fequence of which the natives charged with having eom.
mitted the infult, were brought before him ; they how-
ever exculpated themfelves, the blame appearing to lie
wholly on the fide of the flave-captain. .

The following is an inflance of the protettion afforded
to a flave-trader by the Governor and Council, as well
as of the care and prudence which have been exerted to
prevent thofe afts of violence which arife out of the
Slave-Trade, from taking place on the Company’s dif-
trict. ' .

It has been ftated that an European flave faQor () fold
a free native in his fervice, without the form of a trial on
a charge of adcltery with one of his wives ; the fale of
this perfon gave rifz to the outrage now to be defcribed.
¢« A French flave-fattor who lives in a neighbouring.
¢ part, having come on fhore on one fettlement, wae
¢ met by a native, who accufed him of having wrong-
¢¢ fully fold to a flave-fhip a freeman (his brother) who
‘< had ferved the faQor faithfully, as a free grumetta,
¢« during many years. The native proceeded to collar
¢ the Frenchman, and threatened to drag bim to 2
¢ neighboursing town, that the difpute might be fettled 5
¢« I refcued the Europeanygith fome ditliculty, being
¢ determined to forbid all fuch ats of violence on our
« ground; but while I was getting a boat in order to
¢ convey him out of the fettlement, he fell again inte

() See page 84.
¢ the
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the hands of the fame natives: by the help of the
Governor and another principal fervant of the Com-
pany, I refecued him again, and he got off in fifety
to his veflel. The Frenchman was fo overwhelmed
with terror, that he fancied every one of us his
enemies, and began begging that we would put an
end to his life ourfelves, and not give him up to be
murdered by the favages. I was afraid of fome in-
terference of the Nova Scotians, many of whom were
looking on during this fcene, but they behaved very
well ; 1n their feelings, however, they feemed to lean
ftrongly to the fide of the natives, I told them that
before any firanger fhould be forcibly carried off from
our diftri®, we were determined that we ourfelves
would be carried off, and they were very much re-
ftrained by my holding this language. On the follow-
ing Sunday our clergyman noticed from the pulpit,
how unbecoming it would be if any ftranger, however
culpable he might have been, who had come into the
fettlement imagining he was under our protetion,
fhould have his perfon feized while he was in it: the
Nova Scotians approved of what was faid. I after-
wards made a complaint to the chief of the diftrict in
which the native who had collared the Frenchman
lives, and received a formal apology for what had
pafled, being aflured that no fuch outrage fhould be
committed in future. Soon after this, I found that
the ‘Frenchman had fpread about a ftory, that the
affault of the native had been inftigated by us, and
had been altogether an affair of our contrivance. The
poor man was certainly fo terrified that he might not
have been a judge of what paffed at the time of the
affault ; befides, he would feel as a flave-dealer a firong
grejudicc againft us; but I think 1 would fubmit to
e again traduced by him rather than let any violence
be committed on our ground.”” This flave trader is

the fame man who infligated the drunken chief to

commit
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commiit Bh cutrige én vhe petfon of erfe of the Com
m’s?mh,wﬁdhe id wery foon aftet his own
R 5 - .
- Althowph the Governor and Coumtil, in conformity
the printipies recommended to tiem by the Direes
tors, have adopted whis patific live of comdudt, forme
inftances have certainly arifen of the Cempamy’s inters
feronce with the interefts of vhe flave-tradefs, Which the
DireQors fear may have deen intetpreced in forke ek~
fure in® als hettility,  aird weokfions of
ufiehces , o
It is neceffuy 1 introduce the incident which the
Direors Are now . goiing o mention, by premifing that
the legiflatures of the Northetn States of America have
prokibived the trade in Gaves i certain cafts wider Weavy /
penalties. ' S ,
“ An Amertean fvp having arifved at the mouth of
> Sierta Leone tiver, the fapercargo, who appeais to
#¢ have doeen very Httte informed of the principles of tire
t Sierra Leone Company, went haitily to the Governer
¢ and Councily and made an offer of (elling them the
* whele of het loading for a cargo of flavess obferving
& that M would take no othet articles in barter; asnd
*¢ that he hoped they would favéur him with i che
& flaves he wanted in the vourfe of a few days. One of
» the vouncil atked hitn how the American laws féod in
< tefpect to this trade. He faid the laws of that part of
%¢ America flom which he came, prohibited it in his cafe,
s infi®ing forfeiture of the thip, and vie thoufand pounds
. %< fine upon the captain t ¢ But, added he, nobody will
«¢ inform.” £t was anfweted to him, * Indeed, fir, you are
o wiftaken [ my&lftall inform if none elfe undertakes
*¢ to do it,” = I hope, fir, faid the fupercargo, yeu will
<t pot do {3 unfriendly a shing,” © 1 would rather, replied
*¢ the meétnber of Couhcil, prévent evil than punith it;
*r ahd I therefore give you warhing, that if you carry
¢ off a fingle Aave from this CoaR, yeu fhall find an in-
.o , Q formation
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« formation lodged againft you in America.” The fuper.
¢ cargo then declared that what had dropped from him
¢¢ had not been fpoken in earneft, and that he had a great
« abhorrence of the Slave-Trade.” The American fhip
appears to have quitted Sierra Leone river immediately
after this converfation, to the obvious prejudice of the
flave-fa&ories in that quarter. . :

The Direors have received from Sierra Leone, a lift
of all the American veflels which have been. known to
tranfgrefs the laws of their country, and they are takin
meafures for conveying to the feveral legiflatures, whofe
authority has been infulted, fufficient evidence of all the~
circumftances which may tend to the convi@tion and
-punifhment of the offenders. ‘

One other ftep taken by the DireQors with the view
of limiting, if poflible, fome of the excefles of the Slave-
Trade, may be worthy of mention. When the infor-
‘mation arrived of the fale of all the free-mariners found
on board the captured French fhips, it was accomyanied
with an intimation of fome doubt having arifen 1n the

" minds of the Company’s fervants abroad, whether they
ought net to have taken on themfelves the redemption of
thefe injured men : it was imagined that the price paid
for their liberty might be recovered in England, by an
aétion of debt againit the Britifh fubjeéts who fold them.
On the other hand, it was obvious that much expenfe
.would accrue from fending over all the neceffary wit-
nefles from Africa; that there was alfo danger of failing
in fome . point of legal evidence, and that ﬁ:ere, muft be
a variety of uncertainties attending fuch a bufinefs : the
Governor and Council wese therefore, on the whole,
afraid of adopting this ftep, The Court of Directors,

- however, on taking into confideration the varigps advan~
‘tages that might arife from an avowal of their deter-

- mination to interfere in future cafes of this fort, thought
it right to fend out inftrucions, that if, in certain cafes
which they fpecified, any neighbouring native fhould be

o . unjuftly
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unjuitly -fold hereafter as a flave, either to or by any
Britith {ubjé&, the Governor and Council were to con-
fider themfelves authorized to pay the price of fuch per-
fon’s redemption, if no other means of reftoring the cap-
tive to liberty fhould be afforded.  The commanication
of this intelligence to feveral of the neighbouring chiefs,
is 3id to have given confiderable fatisfattion. =

- 'The Direcors having thus fpoken of the fteps which
-they have taken tending to prefcribe feme limits to the
Blave Trade, and either to prevent or remedy a few of

- its greater enormities, fo far as concerns the immediate
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, will proceed next to
defcribe fome of the dire@ efforts which they -have
made to fet on foot plans of Cultivation and induitry,
and to prepare the way for the introduction of Chriftianity
and Civilization into thofe parts of Africa where they
have any influence: The obftacles-whieh the Slave-Trade
has prefented to ‘the defigns of the Company will again
neceflarily appear in treating of this topic. * .. .

It is obvious that one of the moft effeGual means of
promoting the Civilization of Afrita, muft be that of at-
tempting to gain over fome of the principal Kings, or
Chiefs, to this great caufe. If any chief fituated in the
neighourhood of fertile land, over which he has an un- -

" difputed right, and having already gramettas under him,
could be perfuaded to tyrn the labour of his people to the
regular cultivation of the {oil ; if he -could be induced, for
inftance, to take an European planter into his fervice, and
to commit to him the dire®ion of fuch induftry as the chief
could command ; if he could be perfuaded alfo to proteét
and entertain a fchool-mafter, or miffionary, who might
converfe freely with the- ghief, and become an inftructor
‘of all the furrounding people, a friendly connection and
jntercourfe heing at the fame time eftablifhed between the
-native in queftion- and -the Sierra Leone government; it

" gan hardly be doubted that, under the aufpices of any

Q12 welle
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wall-difpeded Afsions umiking: thefe-adwansages, the wark
of Civiliaatien might advangs wikk a, rapid fep.

e DireQors. will; hote §ase: the vaal obltacles tg
ﬂmvdopmn of any plam. o6 qultivagion by- the nating
ebinfs, whieh, upder the xsemt cirenmiiances of Aftict
nigh naturally be axpedtedt
.- It has beem ajroady. nesicad, that e kings and heads
men in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone univerfally

- flgh} in;flaves,.  Mapy. privaie flave-tmders have maifed
shisméelven inta; Ghists by, means. of this uafic, andaﬂ
the. mose rogular chioks hava bacome mosa 05 lpfs; deslam
im flavenallo,  The differance: batwagn 3 chicf, op
aho, is, alipy 3 fawe-trades, and a flave-tradee wha hi»
wied bimlelf inse 2. ¢hiok, being principally this, thay the
king is the les. powarfol of the two,, and, is commanly
olfo, in debt te. an. Lusepean fadory, to, wham. he i
tharelare fublgsviens; whereas the, flave-tmdern is often
sigh and ipdependent,; having many. head-mon in hix
flabss who are- confegnently reduced: ingp fubjedien t
him, The difficulty of; inerelling the African; ¢hiefe- in
‘fGhemoe of’ cultivation, is a. paint on which, it. eangos. be
neceflagy, therefare to. dwelb;; fon it iy ohvigus thac, ger
merally, fpeaking, neigher 3 king who.is, in leagug: Wikl 3
1l a- faskors. Bof: 3. chigk who hae. asqwod allithat he:has
hyutha Slaxe-Trades camba expatted w bacome the-patran
ok 'a plan whish has forije objod,. the, insrodudion of; iny
ufisy-and. tha.reformagéon of the magnem of Africa.. And
-ndgos ik may be added; that the Slave- Trade. prefonts
both 49 thn chiafy andadw inferior- dpalere prafits often fo

: l? alfo, with fo little trouble,, thag

mgulw application,and; lahour feem nos. likely. 1o

. gtncm} Adrica, tillthis, rade:thall eafe, On.the
-qther handz it may. be impontant; tp, remark,, that the
Slave-Trage has: fosvad, tq; inisiate- the, narives, into,the

ufe: of, suropean, antislen, fome.of which are: confidered

-amang them cvem: as neceffarios. of ‘life., The tafte-which
hu beem this. cseaved. may, tereiei be- rra{omiﬂyaqa-

pecte
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peded to opexate 3s.an effe@ual fpur to tnduftry, a3 foom
as qver th:r? zra fhall arrive,, whcng‘&frica,ﬂxallﬁg required
ta give the produge of her land and labour, infead of
herinhabitagts themfelves,, in payment for thefe neceffaries,
from Europe. o , o

The large credits: given in the. Slave-Trade nray he
mgntioned alfo as.an obftaglg to any fudden dereBiftion of
it fince they render it very diffcnlt for thofe chiefs wha
might be difpofed to turn their thoaghts to. cultivation: tg
call in their capical, . : ‘

. TFhe prejudices which, many native chiefs at firfti im.
hibed agaiaft the Company, may be named as anothes
. hindrance -to. the adoption ef any plans of cultivation
{uggefted. to, them. 'Che chiefs appear to, have Deen
tanght to belicve, that the Siesra Leone Comprny were
about to. become the general difturbers. of the peace,. by
changing the cuftoms of Africa; that they intended tqQ
»lurp the power of the chiefs, and, in the end,, to drive
them from. their own. territory ; and,. in particular, if
feems ta have been reported every where, to be one ime
mediate obje& of the Campany,. to encourage flaves, of
all defcriptions to run away from their mafters, by offer-
Asg them an afylum in the fewtlement. it is obvious
ahat this, impediment to a good underftanding with the
chiefs, is.to be confidered. as, merely, temporary,. o
. Such are the obftacles which might have been nammgz
gxpected.to oppefe, and which have in fa& more or |
oppofed, every attempt made by the. Company to interef
the African. chiefs in plans of civilization and induflry,
‘L’hey. are obftacles however, which, though many of
them ftill operate with the natives in.gencral, have Lﬂn
gvercome in feveral individual inftances, as the Directors
will have the fatisfalion of fhewing.

The circumflances which have enabled the Company
.occafionally.to prevail aver fo many formidable hindrances
are.not difficult: to be explained. It may be remarked in
the firft place, that there arc 3 few natives of fome con-

fequence
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fequence in Africa, who, thongh they owe their rife te
the Slave-T'rade, never carried it on to any great extent
themfelves, but are the fucceflors of deceafed flave-
traders, aud are growing now lefs and lefs difpofed to
putb that dangerous and %lood traffick, by which their
_property has been acquired. This is one defcription of
chiefs from among whom the Company may be expetted
to make profelytes. ‘To thefe may be added as many
other flave-traders, or chiefs, (and they are likely to
amount, in courfe of time, to no fmall number in the
whole) who may happen to be thrown into fome diftrefs
through the flave-trade; who may lofe a near relation
or a friend through this traffick ; or poffibly having been
redeemed from a flave-fhip themfelves, may become
‘affetted by the confideration of having narrowly efcaped
that fate to which they are in the habit of configning others,
Circumftances have already occurred at Sierra Leone;
which have led the Directors to expe& that fome converts
to the caufe of the Company may, from time to time,
‘be gained from perfons coming under this defeription.
Again, there may be ather Africans who may-be induced,
partly at leaft by higher principles, to favour the Com-
pany; who may be led, in fome mcafure, ferioufly to
contemplate the miferies which the Slave-Trade has
brought upon their unhappy country, and may be pre-
vailed upon, if a fair opening be afforded them, and the
facrifice required of them be not tco great, to become the
inftruments of rendering the place of their own refidence
.a fcenc of order and peaceful induftry. Laftly, there may
be fome African kings, or chiefs, who, ftruck with the
jmprovements which they may have beheld at Freetown,
or having been induced perhaps to vifit England, may
.yeturn animated with the defire of imparting the bleflings
they have witnefled, to their native country ; who may be
-3nduccd, poffibly by embracing Chriftian principles, . ta .
devote their lives to the canfe, and may ftand forward ga
. ' - [ : . o tc

e
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the chief promoters of the Civilization of Africa, and
the zealous friends of the Company. v
That one or other of the principles now alluded to has
atnally operated on the minds of feveral very confider-
able chiefs, will be feen by the recitals which will now
be given to the Court. -
The Directors will introduce firft, 2 quotation from the
journal of one of their fervants already frequently re-
forted to, which will defcribe an interview held with a
neighbouring chief, about a year after the inftitution of
the colony. S
<« Having received fome intimation of the prejudices

¢ againft us fubfiting in the mind of this chief, I began
¢ my converfation with obferving, that I feared our en.
¢« gagements at home in the care of our infant colony,
¢ might have afforded time for interefted men to fpread
¢« abroad many reports to our difadvantage; that it was
#¢ true we were not friends to the Slave-Trade, bat that
« our plan was peaceably to draw the natives from it,
¢« by fetting before them other fources of wealth, and
« opening their eycs to their own true interefts.. He
€ was, to a certain degree, civil and polite in his replies,
¢« but at firft evidently far from cordial ; he allowed that
¢ we had many cnemics, and that he had been a good
¢ deal alarmed for his property. I then explained fe-
¢¢ veral parts of our conduét, which 1 found had been
* ¢ grofsly mifrepreferted ; and aflured him, in particular,
« ¢ that it was not in the leaft our purpofe to decoy flaves
*¢ from their mafters (as he underftood it was our prin-
«¢ ciple to do), and that if we did not frize and deliver
¢ them up when they run away to our fettlement, yet
< we would neither willingly thelter them, nor give them
s employment, I offered education at Sierra Leone to
¢« any of his young pcople, and hinted that a feminary
#¢ might be fet up ut his own place of refidence, if he
¢ withed it. I then urged him to turn the labour of his
¢ grumettas to the objeft of cultivation, entering into
¢ long
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& Jong taleulations apon it, amd proceeded to fer befme
* him, the many advxntxges he would derive from
% having his lands covered with cottom and eoffee, in-
% fead of their being depopulated as heretofore by the
w Slave-Trade. He was very fnquifitive on this fubfet;
¢ and appeared rather to approve the plam, exprefiing
= however a doubt whether he fhould find a market for
* his prodace; I amfwerad, that we would mMake an
& agreement to take it off his hrands at a certain price,
® The converfation ended by his obferving that my ex.
¢ planation was fatisfaltory, and that he wifhed fut:cefs té
® the Company. I walked afterwards over fove of the
¢ land of this chief, the foil of which is excelient : cottop
% prows in great abundance, and the trae indigo is feen
¢ in feveral places.” '

_The Direftors have the fatisfattion of adding, that the
. difpofition of this perfon to quit the Slave-Ttade and
betake himfelf to caltivation, appears, by recent advices,
to have been confiderably frengthened; and fome mea-
. fures'are Rated to have been aGually taken by him fot
¢his purpofe. The obftaclés which have retarded the
. ‘doption of the fuggefions made to him by the Com-
pany, have been precifely fuch as might be expeGed 3
_mamely, his ontflanding debts, which it has been found
~ wery difficult to get in, unlefs by accepting flaves in dif-
charge of them; his experience of the profits of the
Slave-Trade, by which ali his property has beenr gained,
. und his mind of courfe to a certdin degree influenced §
and his temporary prejudices againft the Company. 'Oh
the other hand, the humanity for which this African it
diftinguifhed, the growing liberality “of his views, and
~ above all perhaps the reduftion which there has latelﬁ
. been in the demand for flaves through the wat, as we
as the late failure of mercantile credit in this -country,
feem at length to have operated on his mind fo efe&ually,
. #8 %0 turn the balance in favoor of a fyftetn of cuitivation,
’ ' " Another
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- Another obfervation, to the praife of this refpectable
African, feems proper to be added. It might naturally
be prefumed from the circumftances which have been
ftated, that at the time when he followed the Slave-
Trade, he would be likely to exercife as much humanity
as could eafily be made compatible with the profecution.
of fuch a commerce ; and that he would probably there-
fore confine his purchafes to flaves fetched from a dif-
tance, giving protettion to the people round him, even
- while he was inconfiderately encouraging the atrocities of
the interior country. The truth of this prefumption is.
eftablithed by cenfures caft on him by the flave-traders.
He is the very man (the fucceflor of the mulatto chief)
who was charged by the Britifh flave-captain with having
made him wait fo long for flaves, being afraid to ¢ make.
a haul” of his people, as < the fine fellow,”” his prede-
ceflor, ufed to do ; and whofe town therefore, the Britith
captain faid he would have feized, « if his fhip had been
well manned,”” in order to teach this African trader ¢ a
proper degree of fpirit.”” His want of the due qualifi-
cations for the'Slave-Trade has been likewife intimated
by a Britith faCor refident in that part; for when the
latter was atked, ¢ Does the fucceffor of the mulatto
flave-trader take. the fame means of recovering debts
(namely; by laying watte the towns of his debtor) which
his predeceflor did ?”” The anfwer was, * No, be is too
¢afy.”> 'The Dire&tors find in the journal fent home, a
teftimony from the mouth of a third Britith fubjeét, no
lefs to the praife of this African; the degree of peace
and fecurity which his mildnefs has introduced into the
country round him, being intimated in words to the fol-
lowing purport. ¢ I remember the time (faid this flave-
¢ factor who dwelt on a neighbouring ifland,) when, if
s« I difpatched a grumetta up the country with goods
¢¢ equal in value to one flave, 1 was fure to have him
«¢ back with a couple of flaves in return for them within
¢ fix days: but it will now take as many weeks to get

' R ¢ the
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¢« the fame aumber of {laves; -and ‘yet I am obliged to.
« give more money for my {aves than ever.”

‘The Sierra Leone Company owe the fuccefs they have
met wiuh.bg;:u;ugt:wut tthfe diftrict t:ey h?w: not\lvle been
fpeaking of y to war, sd partly -t re-
membrance of the miferies inflided in the time of the
mulate flave-trader. They have derived a fmilar beachs
from {fome rexent experience of the bitter confequence
of the Slave-Trade in the following cafe. ,

A Mahometan chief has been mentiomed, whe .re-
deemed from a flave-dhip three of the free fewtlers frem
London, and who came dowa to-the fettlement with the
view .of obtaining vhe Company’s aflifance, in the re-
covery of a free-boy detsined for a debt by.a flave-
faflor. The following obfervations made by chis Ma~
hometan may properly be added in this place.

¢ e faid, that he had boea taught to look on this
« {ferdement with a jealous epe, and -had thercfore
« hitherto avoided all intercourfe with us, but that {ome
« pooent mmisfortunes brought on him by the sachinations
¢ of flave-traders,. {ome .of which he particularized,
¢« added to what he had lately learat refpeing our
« condul, had made him fufpe& the trath of what he
¢ had beou ufed to hear conceraing us, .and that he was
¢« come to have his doubts cleared up. After fome ge.
¢ neral converfation, he applied to me in the moft earneft
< maoner for my aflifftarce in the recovery. of Famarah,
¢ (a very comfiderable and diftingaifhed chief, carried
¢« off the coalt fome time fince as a flave,) who had
«¢ been his intimate friend, and for whom he felt deeply
«« concerned. He afterwards fpoke to me of the favourite
‘¢ free-boy, whom bhe had juft loft, and by way of in-
+ docing me to exert myfelf in the recovery of thefe
¢ captives, he mamed his own interference in the re-
¢ demption of .our free fettlers, for which he obferved
¢ that he had been muach blamed as well as laughed at;
*¢ by the flave-traders. Though 1 could. give him licile
. ' ¢« hope
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“ hope of -being able to recover either of thefe two
« parfons, through the diffienity of tracing them, he
“ went away pleafed on the whole with his vific. He
‘* was pamicularly gratified by geing with me to fee
¢ the fehaols ; © If I were a younger man, faid he, I
¢ thould: flay hera always; but, as it is, [ fhall fend
‘“ my childron.’ kbe alfo- fpoke of his having -beeii
& drivom, threugh the arts of a Britith flave-trader, to
‘< the neceffry of quitting his native place of refidence §
“« bua oblerved, that he lived now in a country affording
¢ {fame praduge, which he thould be bappy to colle for
‘< us. I was much intesefted both by the conwerfhtion
& and manasms of this vifitor; wha is. about  fixty: years
“ old, of a gead appearance, with much benevelence
“ in hia countenance. His mind, which is naturally
¢« fagacious, being now howed down by his misfortunes,
¢ is. more: qpen ta receive impreffions unfavourable to
« the Slave-Trade than that of moft of his countrymen,
- and | trafk we (hall artach bink to us.* ‘
" 'The: Direftors will next add a very encouraging: ac-
eaunt of an interview with another chief. ' '
- ¢ [ waited on tha chief of this river, who is a perfon’
« of confiderable confequence; for though there are
« three kings in the neighbourhood, he is. faid to peffef8
¢ 3 powerful influence over them, and to. have had the
<« nomination of them alh. I was: furprifed by the ap-
¢ pearance of 2 man ahour ninety years:old, fiill fenfible
¢ and alive. I acquainted: him with the motives of
¢ my- vifit, and the general principles of the Sierrz
« Leane Company. He: entered very readily into our
¢ views, aflured me that he would take ouvr traders
< under his protettion, and: alfo: favour us:in refpet to
¢¢ tha caffom of his river: he promifed to fend one. of
¢ his bays ta the fettlement fon education, and exprefled
¢ an intention of vifiting it himfelf in the enfuing dry-
¢ feafon. He alfo offered protection to a miffionary, or
- ¢ {ehoolmafter, if wew-l% fend him one, and faid l;:
2 ¢ wou
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¢« would .take - care to make his fituation comfortable.
¢ I have met with no one of the natives more liberal
¢ in views, or more clear both-in his ideas and manner
¢ of converfation. He has divefted himfelf wonderfully
¢ of all the African prejudices, ridicules without fcruple

/ the fuperftition of his countrymen,  and pameular:{

[{
‘¢ inveighs againft the cuftom' of. facrificing to the dev

¢ who, {aid he, ¢ muft be himfelf a creature of God.’
€ Although occafionally engaged in ‘the Slave.Trade,
“ he feems to rejoice in the profpe&t of its abolition.
Some years ago his town was deftroyed by the mu-
¢ latto flave-trader, and many of his people were car-
“.yied into captivity ; he Rill waits an opportunity of
“ revenging ‘himfelf. —— We have fuggefled to. him
¢ the following propofition ; that he fhould build on an
“ ifland of his a houfe for a fa&ory, and a rice-houfe,
¢ vefting in us the right of pofleffion, and that he -
“ fhould furnith to a planter, whom we might fend
#¢ thither, labourers enough to clear and.plant the whole
¢ of the ifland. I think it is likely that our propofal
¢ will be complied with, and that a- magazine may
“-confequéntly be eftablithed  for the produce of the
* neighbouring country; which is very rich, abounding
¢ with rice, ftock, and-camwood. If a fchoolmafter, or
« miffionary, fhould fettle on the fpot propofed-for the
¢ plantation, he would of courfe find a' confiderable
“ population around it, provided the cultivation fhould
¢ be carried on with fpirit ; and he would alfo be within
¢ one or two hours diftance of feveral of the moft popu-
¢ lous villages in thefe parts, to which he might
¢- occafionally migrate.” ,

- A very favourable fpecimen of the African charatter,
and .a moit pleafing proof of the praflicability of intro-
ducing various European improvements -into- that- conti-
nent, are afforded by the following incident:

- #¢ A-fhip of ours arrived lately from the river Gambia,
¢ with five natives.in her; one of them, of the name of
. o « Cuddy

€
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¢ Cuddy, isa chief, and principal trader refiding there ;
#¢ his figure and appearance are very prepoflefling and
¢« fingular ; he is well made, and about fix feet three
« inches high: his manners are civil and unconftrained,
«¢ and his face is the piture of benevolence. He is at the/
¢ fame time modeit and diffident, and -afraid of faying.
“ a word ‘by which he may offend againft the truth.
- ¢ He was drefled after the fathion of this country, and was
“ uncommonly neat and clean, but defpifed finery. He
« has rifen much in my efteem during the fourteen days
-¢ which he has juft been pafing in my houfe, and all
“ the officers of the Company; as wellas the fettlers,
“ have been uncommouly pleafed with him. The cir-
* ¢umftance in his.charatter which gratified me the moft,
¢ was, that whatever he faw, he feemed-to contemplate
% chiefly with the.view of turning it to-the advantage of
“ his country. He has been ufing the greateft affiduity
¢ to prevail on fome of the Nova Scotia fettlersto ac-
¢ company him back to the Gambia, in order that they
* may inftru® his countrymen in their arts, and has
“¢ fucceeded in procuring 2 good carpenter to go With
¢ him, who is to build him a houfe, and make him fome -
¢ ploughs and utenfils for hufbandry. The carpenter
¢ underftands making looms alfo, and Cuddy has 1t
¢ much at heart to introduce a broad loom among hig
¢ people. He has perfuaded another ‘man to embark
“ with him, who underftands ploughing, and can make.
“¢ fhingles, and other ufeful articles. Cuddy having long:
s entertained a predilection for the Company, has al-
“ ways fhewn great kindnefs to their fervants, when
* they have been in the Gambia, and he bas built a little
¢ town on the floop fide of that river, to which he has
¢ given the name of Sierra Leone. Being curious in
* natural -producions, he fhewed to our botanift feveral
¢ plants growing here which are ufeful in dying, and in
¢ particular. a tree which is ufed in.the Gambia for
* making the indigo.more durable.” h
’
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. 'The Dire8oes will in the nexe phica twifgt moie jar:
Wculady of the imesior country. The cfsef informa-
o which they fhall offer on this fubjoft, Will be com-
prized ina nm-v&zf a jOlﬂ:; htdyfu&iagam into
a lerge neighbensing kingdom by two o ompany’s
fervants. * The Rireflars Bave not imtroduced into
the preceding parts of this Repost any-article of intelli-
gencn m Wis expedition, fince they conceived it
W be that all the chief circumftances relating
W0 it (hould be prefomtad at one view w0 the Court.

Information bavieg besn. breught: to, the govemor and
‘Souncil by fome nasives of the Foulsh country, that the
king of the. Fealabe, a harge and: powerful nation, + to
Uao: nosth-eafl:af Sicars. Leone, bad exprefied a defire to
fomm: an: ingeseansfe wish the calony, two gentlemen in
the: Campany’s foevise | offesed to make an attempt to

%N may- Be proper te remark, that the acoount of this ex-
podition, a5 well a3 vamiety of other-matter-inzroduced. into thiv
audj the: preceding chapter, wasnot inferted in the Report read

.the Proprietors. Advices from Sierm l.eong, dated the 6th of

ptember, 1794, had been received at the time of fending thg
gdknt Report to the prefs, which have furnifhed much additional
meelligence, Thefe recent accounts are in almoft every refped
mpre favomgahle than, any which had preceded :. thry conwey,
naverthelefs, information of a difturbance haxving arifen. in- the
colony, through the violence of fome of the moft difaffeGted and
mifchievous ogthe Nova Scotians; but the ringleaders having been,
taken up, or having left the féttlement, and the utmeft tranquillitﬁ
prevailing at the tigme when the laft difpatches.came away, which’
‘were dated, feven or cight weeks fublequent to. the tumult, the
government appear to be fully, perfuaded that there is no rcafom
‘to.apprehend any permanent or material ill confequences.

+ There appear to be feveral independent tribes or nations ofy
Foulahs in 'g-ica, of which this is prabably one of the mof,
sonfiderable. i .

} The perfons who made this expedition were Mr. JamesWatt,
ready fpoken of, (formerly manager of the eflate of George Rofe,
Bfi. M. P. in Dominica), and Mr. Winterbottam, brother to Dr,
"Winterbottom, the phyfician-to the colony .

penctrate
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Penetrate through a large, and ks yet wakmown et of
country, to his capital. They acoordingly failed to she
r%ve{ R‘iion;r;u, which ds o the north of  Sierra Lieowe,
obtaine meceflary interpreters sad geides at the
town of Kocundy, which Buncai‘amﬂg::ay wp the
river, and then fet out o foot in a party. of about
perfons.  They mention, with mmch thankfulnefs,
obligations to fome flave-traders in the neighbourheod
of Kocundy, and in particular te a malatto rader, who
was of confiderable ufe to them in their fettiag o,

It appeared in a fhort time after their leaving the Rio-
nunes, that a confiderable imtercomde becwern
the interior country and the upper parts of the ¥ivet ; fot
20 lefs ?aa five or fix hendred Foulahs were often fovn
i one day, carrying.great loads of rice and i R
their backs, whichmtge)g'twre about tooxehnge-‘:ty Glo
The travellers found as they went forward, a number of
fucceflive towns, diftant in general fix, eight, or trn miles
feom each other, in which they were always moft holpi-
tably received ; the utmoft fatisfaltion ms well as i

ing expreffed at the appearance of white' men, of whosm
none had ever been feen even at the diftanice of a few
days journey from the coaft. After travelling for fixteen’
days, through a country. barren in many pares but fruitfut
in others, and remarkably full of cattle, and after pafing
two or three {mull rivers, one of which was faid to empty
itfelf into the river Gambia, they arrived at the towa
of Laby, which is diftant about two hundred miles, al-
moft dire@tly eaftward or inland from that. part of the
river Rionuncs from which they fet out on foot. Tiere
they fpent three or four days, being moft cordially re.
seived by the chief or king of the place, who is fub~
ordinate to the king of the Foulahs. ~Laby is about two
miles and a half in circumference, and is fuppofed w
contain not lefs than five thoufand inhabitants : the flate
of civilization is much the fame here as inthe farther
part, which will be defcribed fhortly. From Laby they

. : . proceeded
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proteeded to the. capital of the Foulah kingdom, called
‘Teembo, which is feventy-two miles further inland, and
having experienced every where the fame hofpitality,
they arrived. there in the courfe of another week. -
. During fourteen days which they-paffed in the capital,
they had many converfations, through the medium of in-
terpreters, both with the: king- and with a perfon who
aéts as deputy to the king in his abfence, and with many
other. principal perfons. It appears that the country
fubje& to the king of the Foulahs, is about three hundred
and fifty miles in length, from eaft to weft, and about
two hundred miles in breadth, from north to fouth ; and
that the king exercifes a very arbitrary power, both in
xefpet to the. punithment of offences, and many other
points, and, in particular, that he opens or fhuts up the
miarkets and channels of trade juft as he pleafes. The
town of Teembo is fuppofed to contain about feven thou-
fand inhabitants, .and the fuperiority of the people of all
thefe interior parts, to thofe on the coatt, is great, in moft
branches of civilization. The houfes here and at Laby,
as well as at fome other places, are occafionally {poken
of in the journals from which this narrative is taken, as
very good. The filver ornaments worn by fome of the
chief women, are faid to be equal in value to 0l
‘There are people at Laby and at Teembo, who work in
iron, in filver, in wood, and in leather, and there is a
_ manufa@ure of narrow cloths, The chief men are fur-
nifhed with books, of which the fubjet is generally eithet
divinity or law ; and the art of reading is common over
the country, there being fchools for the inftrution of
children eftablithed in almoft every town. Horfes are
commonly ufed by the chief people, who are faid to
ride out often for their amufement, and a fpecies of
horfe-race or courfing occurred, at which the king invited
the two ftrangers to attend. The foil is generally ftony ;
much of it is. pafture : rice is cultivated in fome parts,
chiefly by the labour of the wamen, the men, a great
pro-
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reportion of whom are flaves, carrying away the pro-
an:e on their-backs. About one-thimrd ogf the country i$
faid to be extremely fertile; the foil is dry, and the
climate is thought very good. The nights and mornings
were fometimes cold, and the thermometer was once as
Jow as g1 at half-paft five in the morning, but it rofe””
to near go at noon, The profefled religion of the country
is Mahometanifm, and there are many mofques; but
neither the priefts nor people appear to have much
bigotry in their minds, though they do not fail to obferve
the Mahometan ceremonies, praying five times 2 day.
‘The punithments which the king inflits are fevere, efpe-
pecially in the cafe of difrefpe&t fhewn to his own autho-
rity ; but it appears that no Foulahs are ever fold as
flaves ecither for debts or crimes, and kidnapping fel-
dom occurs, being probably not very praticable, in
the heart of the country, The Foulahs however have
been ufed, till lately, to carry on a very confiderable Slave
Trade by means of: their wars ; for they go to war avow-
edly for the purpofe of getting flaves: one of the tenets
of their religion, which permits them to deftroy all whom
they term infidels (a term which feems to include -all
their neighbours), affording them a convenient apology ,
for every exercife of this horrible injuftice. The fer-
vants of the Company appear to have loft no opportunity
of inveighing againft the wickednefs of thefe wars, and
of inculcating the principles which govern the Sicrra
Leone Company on the minds both of the king, the chief
priefts, and other principal perfons,. as the following paf-
fages from one of the journals will fufficiently prove,

¢ In the morning 1 had a vifit from the deputy king,
¢ who told me with a degree of opennefs which fhocked
¢ me, that the fole object of their wars was to procure
¢¢ flaves, as they could not obtain the European goods
¢ they wanted without flaves, and they could not get
¢ {flaves without fighting for them. I mentioned, rice,
s¢ ivory, and cattle, but ge anfwered that they coulg not

¢ obtain
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* obtain a fufficient fupply of the articles they mok
¢« needed, in return for praduce, fince the faltories would
¢ pot furnith them with guns, powder, and cloth, which
¢ they confidered as the -chief necellaries, for any thidg
¢¢ except flaves. I told him, that by following & trade
¢ in produce, they might become rich without going to
¢¢ war for flaves, a thing which muft certainly be very
< offenGve to that God to whom they prayed five timed
¢ aday. < But thefe people on whom we make war, re-
¢¢ turned he, never pray to God ; we do not go to wer
¢ with people who give God Almighty fervice.”

In an interview with the kiag himfelf the followiag
converlation occurred : . .

¢ After having ftated the views of the Sierra Leone
¢« Company, Itook the liberty of remarking how wicked
¢ it was for one nation to deftiroy amother. If thefe
« ﬁople, faid I, bave mot fo much knowledge as you
¢ have, you fthould endeavour to inftruét them. There
¢ were prefent befides the king, the head pricft and the
¢ chief minifter, and they all fuffered me to proceed
¢ without interruption; I was furprized at their atten-
« tion; they all acknowledged the truth of what I faid,
¢ and the king obferved, that if be could get guns and
¢ powder and every thing elfe he wauted, for ivery,

_4¢ rice, and cattle, he would foon have donec with the

¢« Slave Trade. I told him, that if once the people of
¢ Africa knew the Sierra Leone Company perfedtly,
« ] was fure the wars would ceafe, and the nations of
¢« Africa would be at peace with their neighbours.
¢« They all faid they believed fo too.”

The following is the fubitance of a converfation which
occurred the day after: :

¢ I waited on a head man who had defired to fee me :
« I found him writing, but he quickly laid afide his
* work. I had much converfation with him fimilar ta
«¢ that which I held with the king the night before. He
¢¢ defended for fome time their religious wars, byt atdl‘aﬁ»
. o ) rather
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# rather yiclded, admitting dist they muft be difpleasi
 tq God : he ftill fajd, however, that their.book defir

¢ them to make way on every nation wha would not do
¢ Gag fejvice, I replied, that there might be many
¢ .goad thiags in their book, but that I was fure that
¢ paffage had been put in by the Devil. God was fo
¥ good “and merciful himfelf, that he muft hate every
“ gng that was {o cruel as to defhray his fellow crea-
¢« tures. The head man did not hefitate to fay, that if
+ the Foulahs could get the articles they wanted with-
“ out going to war, he would then believe that going
#¢ to war was offenfive t0 God ; but, faid he, if we can-
¢ pot get thefe things without gaing to war for them,
§¢ an then cannat be angry with us far going to war,
# efpecially-as it ‘is'{o in our book.” '

Ons other circumftance refpedling the Slave Trade,
more lamentable than any which the Direftors have yet
mentioned, muft be added in this place. The deputy of
the king, after flating that the wars of the Foulahs were
undertaken folely for the purpofe of getting flaves, faid
iy < shat the old men and old avimen who avere cap-
“ tyred in thefe wars, and who avere knows to be am-,
“ falsable, avere put to death.” Thefe are the wordd
ufed in the journal of one of the Company’s fervants ;4
the journal of the other reprefents the deputy of the king
as faying, that the Foulahs < cur the throats > of the
older captives; and it proceeds to mention, that whea
the cruelty of the praltice was inveighed againft, he re-
plied, that it was not fo cruel as letting the old people
ftarve to death, adding alfo, that the nations on which
they made war, would net feruple to do the fame.

‘That this enormous effufion of blood is another evil,
in addition to thofe before enumerated, which is direcly
chargeable on the Slave Trade, the feveral quotations

4+ Mr. Watt,

S2 ‘uw'
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now givén feem comgctely and diftin&ly to prove ; and
on the o:_len‘elr ‘hand, that no fimilar effufion of blood can
be fu to happen, even among the fame le,
in ~theppcgfe of able-bl:)edied flaves retuxgned or withhpeig%r
want- of a market, the recital of the following circum-
ftances’ will thew no lefs indifputably.’ " v
- It has been already noticed, that by the breakin’ioui
of the war with France, a very great and fudden check
was given to: the Slave Trade on the coaft. It-appears
from the journals of this expedition, that the influence of
the European war was no lefs ftrongly felt in thefe
interior regions.” The wars of Teembo ceafed about this
“ period : the price of flaves at the fea-fide, fell from 160
to 120 bars, The king of the Foulahs in order to bring
the flave traders to térms, forbade all-his fubjeéts to carry
flaves tothe coaft, until 160 bars fhould again be offered,
and the confequence of the flaves having been thus with:
.~ held (a few fmuggled ones excepted) is ftated in the
journal to be, ‘that the Foulah country had become full
of them.* - S e T :
-It has been mentioned in one part of thé preceding
body of information concerning the Slave Ti¥ade, that
the Foulahs (who were at the fame time alfo flated to
be known to go to war for flaves) were often kidnapped
before they could return from carrying their captives
down tothe faltories, by’ the' freebooters  who infeft the
coaft, - This intelligence is confirmed by the following
incident, which however is not the only-one occurring
in_this journey that might ferve ‘to eftablith the fame
oint.” - L
P An old man called on the travellers when they were at
Teembo, and begged them to make inquiry after his fon,
who with fix others, fome of them relations of the king,
had been feized in returning from the river Riopongas,

* The journal intimates, tho}xgh not very diftinétly, that they
were put to work.
: about
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about four years aga. They had been fold to the Britith
flave-faétor at the Ifles de Los, and immediately fhipped
off, one only excepted, to the Weft Indies: by the
Foulah king’s interference this one was recovered : the
old man faid, there was no ranfom that he fhould not be
willing to pay for him.* The writer of the journal adds,
¢« I aflured him, that the Governor of Sierra Leone
« would feel almoft as much pleafure in reftoring his fon,
«¢ as. the father himfelf could feel in feeing him return,
¢ and that we fhould fpare no pains in inquiring after
¢ him. At hearing me fay this, the old man’s eyes glif-
¢ tened, and he left me, blefling both the governor and
¢« myfelf, and afluring me that he thould pray for me.”” #
‘The Direftors have the fatisfattion of obferving, that-
the two travellers appear both by the propriety and cons-
fitency of their own condu&, and by the public declar}
ations which they made of the principles which governed
the conduct of the Sierra Leone Company, to have ins
gratiated themfelves much with the natives, and to have
peculiarly poffeffed themfelves of the confidence of the
chief people. The king being atked whether he ihoug
be willing to encourage any European to fettle nedr
him with 2 view to cultivation, readily anfwered, thhe
he would furnifh him with land, and cattle, and m¢
for the purpofe. Much converfation pafled at differgné
times concerning the introdution of the plough, ;of
which no one had ever heard in the Foulah coun%.
The king of Laby offered to fend a fon to England for
education, -and. a principal prieft exprefied fome willing-
nefs to do the Yame. .eDiligent inquiry was_ made both
at Laby and Teembo, concerning the route to Tom-

®* Two of the perfons fold are faid to have borne the name
of Omar, another 1s called Hamadoo, and another Bubarcarrie;
two others are mentioned under the name of Hamodoo, one of
whom was the fon of this old man. The Dire®ors have intro.
duced their names with a view of promoting their redemption.

bu&oo

ma,
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buftoo, a town in the heart of Afriea, fuppefed to he
of the firlt magnityde, to which fome adventurers from
the Aflcciation inftituted for prometing Difcoveries in
the interior of Africa, have attempted tq penetrate. It
was faid at.Laby that a free communication fubfifted
with Tombu&oo, of which the diftange however was
defcribed to be no lefs than 8 foyr manths journey; fix
kingdoms intervening between the eountry of the Foulah
king and that of the king of Tombu@oo,* The king-
dom of Genah, the neareft of the fix to Tombuftoo, and
that of Tombutog itfelf, were {poken of as richer tham
#ny of the others that were named, The city of Cafhna
feems alfo to bave been known at Laby, hut the reute
hither was defcribed as hazardoys. .
On leaving Teembo, the Company’s fervants thoughs
proper to retyra by a different and rather more dangerous
ath; they were efcorted however by 3 large body of
g‘o.ulahs, fent at the command of the king ; the number of
thefe amounting, during part of the journey, to no lefs
than five or fix hundred. When this body of peopls
arrived on the borders of the Sufee ¢quntry, which is
was neceffary for the travellers to ¢rofs in arder to reagh
the fea by this path, a fufpicion arole en the part of the
Sufecs, that the Foulahs were come to make war againft
them, under the pretext of conduéling white men to the
¢oall ; on which occafion the Foulahs exhibited to the
Sufees fome goods and flaves which they had with them,
as a proof that they coyld have no defign of making
war, and fucceeded in removing the fufpicion; infomueh
that it was determined at a meeting of Sufee chiefs, held
in a neighbouring town of the Sudees, not pnly that the
travellers and the party with them who wifhed to pro-
ceed to Sierra Leone, fhould be permitied to pafs, but

* The neareft to the Foulah kingdom is Belia, the feconae
Bouria, the third Manda, the fourth Segoo, the fifth Soofundoo,
the fixth Genah. ’

alfe
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alfo that the path through the Sufee country, which
former wars had fhut, fhould become permanently open.

Four or five confiderable perfons from the Foulah
king, and from other kings and chiefs, together with
their fuite, came down to Free Town with the white
travellers and paffed a few days there, arranged fome
plans with a view to a commercial intercourfe, and re-
turned full of admiration of what they had feen, and
gratiﬁed in the higheft degree by their vifit. It has

nce been learnt that the Foulahs who came on this em=’
bafly, have got back to the borders of the Foulah king-
dom, where their countrymen who came to meet them,
were fo much interefted at the firft recital of what had
been heard and feen at Sierra Leone, that the party
were kept together in converfation till day-break.

The fuccefs attending the journey which has been juft
defcribed, has encouraged the idea of another and more
important: enterprize, upon which one of the travellers
into the Foulah country, and another perfon in the fervice
of the Company, were, according to the laft accounts,
likely foon to enter. - Their main objet will be to pene-
trate to Tombu&oo, and the route taken will probably be
that of the Foulah country. If the travellers fhould
reach Tombu&oo, it will depend on the information
which they will there receive,” whether they fhall trace
back their fteps fouthward to Teembo and Sierra Lieone,’
or fhall return more dire@ly weftward towards the
Gambia, or attempt to pafs on through the middle of
the continent of Africa, to the Mediterranean.

The Dire@tors have had the fatisfattion of learning,
not only that wars have ceafed in the parts near to,
Sierra Leore, fince the ftagnation of the demand for—~
flaves ; but that diftant places on the coaft, having felt
the {ame declenfion of the Slave Trade, have alfo enjoyed
an unufual degree of peace.. The very refpeétable and
intelligent native of the name of Cuddy, from the diftant

) . nver
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river Gambiz, mentioned, when he was at Freetown,
that there were no longer any wars in amlz'l part of his
neighbourhood, and that the few flaves fold ‘there, the

number of whom was diminifhing daily, came from the
remote country of Gallam. He is faid to have added:

the following words: ¢ What fhould a man go to war

¢¢ for now } There is nothing to make people go to-war :-

“ no price for flaves—no fhip to take them—no goods
« to give for them! Suppofe thips come plenty, aye,
¢ then people go to war again ! »

The declenfion of the Slave-Trade in the neighbour-
hood of Sierra Leone, appears from many proofs to have
been very great. The Governor and Council fuppofe,
that not more than one-fifth of the ufual number of flaves
ate now carried off the adjacent Coaft, The French
flave-fa&tory near Freetown has been already mentioned
to be relinquifhed, and an individual Britith flave-fattor
has been alfo ftated to have removed himfelf from Sierra
Leone river. One of the chief neighbouring fattories,
fituated in the Ifles de Los, is on the point of being given
up alfo. The flave-falory of Bance Ifland, the only one
remaining either in the river Sierra Leone or in its im-
mediate neighbourhood, is thought to apply itfelf more
than formerly to the colle@tion of produce, having alfo
fet on foot a cotton plantation, worked by native labour-
ers, a meafure which the inftitution of the Sierra Leone
Company appears to have fuggefted, A flave-faftor, of
the name of Wilkinfon, has declared that he will quit
the trade, and has afked leave to transfer his property
(amounting to about two thoufand pounds) to Freetown,
offering to conform himfelf to all the laws of the colony,
if he fhould be permitted to fettle there.*

The Governor and Council appear to have taken fome
pains in inquiring what has been done with the flaves
who have either Eeen withheld or returned through the

¥ This perfon is fince dead.
want
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want of purchifers, 2nd what would be likely to bb
their fate on a total abolition of the Slave-Trade. A
refpe@able chief from Port Logo, an upper branch of
the Sierra Leone nver, being atked whether refufed
prifoners were killed, he anfwered, *¢ No, that is nevey
done in Port Logo ; we carry them home and make them
work ”’——¢<¢ But will they not run away ?’’——¢¢ If
they do, we can’t help that, we can’t kill them, If a
man is te0 old to fell, he is too old to do you harin ; what -
fhould you kill him for ?’——¢¢ Did you ever fee any
refufed flaves killed ?”——<< No; I am an old man, but
1 never faw that : if they do that in another eolntry I
don’t know that.” :

¢ Two other intelligent native traders, from the in-
¥ terigr ceuniry, mentioned the great number of flaves

* now on the coaft waiting for purchafers, and faid they -
¥ were at that time kept confined: they name=d ¢ne
« trader who had no lefs: than two hundred in his pof-
* feflion. On being atked why.they were not employed
“ in cutting wood, planting rice, or fome other employ-
“ ment, he replied, that there might be danger of in-
« furrection fromn fo many being employed all together,
¢ and that they muft therefore firft be difperfed ; befides
“ there had been no encouragement to cut camwood :
“ they could not tell what our commercial agent, who
* was gone down the coaft, might be able to effelt in
¢ this refpe@. If the Slave-Trade were to continue at
“ a ftand, they obferved, that no more flaves would
¢« come from the bufh (or interior country), and, indeed,
s that few came now. They faid that the flaves would
¢ certainly not be put to death, for that nobody was .
¢ ever put to death except in war or for crimes.”

- ¢« A white factor alfo is named, who gave information,
“¢¢ that fcarce any flaves have been bought for the fpace
« of a year in that part of Africa which lies between
« Cape Vergo and Cape Mount, on account of the tra-

« dors on the Coaft having infifted that the price fhoutd
T T be
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¢« be reduced about ten or twelve pounds. He ftated
«¢ alfo, that the natives, exafperated by the fudden lower-
¢¢ ing of -the terms, had lately withheld their flaves en-
« tirely, and had employed them, particularly in the
—~ ¢ Sufee and Mandingo countries, in the culture of rice.

The Dire&ors will now add fome obfervations on the
general chara&ter of the natives ; and they will introduce
in the fequel fome falts which will thew their friendly
difpofitions towards the Company, and alfo their capacity
for inftrution.

The account which has been given of feveral natives
who have been peculiary inftrumental in forwarding the
views of the Company, ought by no means w be con-
fidered as affording a fample of the common charafter of
their countrymen. ‘The natives of Africa, fo far as the

/ Dire&ors have had an opportunity of judging, are, in
in general, fuperftitious in the higheft degree; they
believe in witchcraft, incantations, and charms, and the
are hereby fubjetted to grofs impofitions, and are alfo led
to the praétice of many ats of cruelty, as well as of
injuftice : fome of trem add a number of Mahometan,
or other fuperftitions, to their own, which they learn
chicfly from travelling prieils of the Mahometan per-
fuafion, who. abound in Africa, and make a trade of
felling charms. The natives of Sierra Leone, and all
the adjacent parts, offer occafional facrifices to the devil.
They belicve in a God, but they appear to render him no
ftated worthip ; and though they entertain fome vague
notions of a future ftate, their faith feems to have very
little influence on their practice. Polygamy is every:
wherc ccmmon, and the {piit of retaliation and revenge

.- may be confidered as univerfal. One of the moft refpeét-
abic and enlightened of the chiefs already mentioned,
was faid to be waiting for.an opportunity of revenging-
an injury which he had' reccived many years betore,

not
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not from the man himfelf on whom he meant to wreak
his vengeance, but from the predeceflor of this perfon.
Jt may be remarked of another individual, the mof
amiable perhaps of all the charafters met with in the
Foolah country, that after much converfation on the
Chriftian religion, in the courfe of which he allowed it
to be good in many refpeits, he exprefsly objetted to
the doétrine of the forgivenefs of injuries, on the ground
of its being a virtue not to be attained by man, and
therefore not to be required of him. There are many
varieties of national charafter among the Africans, fome
nations appearing to be more crafty, and fome more
uncivilized and favage, than others: nor can the dif*
tin@ions among them be traced in all cafes, either to the
Slave-Trade or to any local circumftances. The fu-
periority of the natives of the Foolah country, and their
-great hofpitality to ftrangers, have already fufficiently
appeared ; and, on the other hand, it may.be remarked,
that the natives of the coaft in general, but particularly

thofe who live near the flave faGories, are much given/"

to liquor, are fufpicious of white men, crafty, and de-
«ceitful, as well as favage and ferocious : they are faid
likewife to be felfith, unreafonable, and encroaching.

In favour of the Africans it may be obferved, that
they are in general fenfible of benefits received, and
grateful for them ; that they have much natural affeftion
and feeling ; that though occafionally violent, they are
not unmanageable ; and that the energies of ‘their mind
(which fome accounts given of the cutting off of flave
fhips have already fhewn to be very ftrong), though
turned as yet to wrong objedts, are capable no doubt
of receiving a better dire®ion. It may be added, that
the Africans appear to be eager fur knowledge, as well as
religions improvement, and readily invite the teachers
of Chriftianity ; but this readinefs though it affords
-ample encouragement to the miffionary, is obvioufly to
be referred rather to a general principle of emulation

T 2 ' and
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and ambition, than to. any approbation of the Chrifias
dottrines, of which the natives are as yet ignorant
They appear to admit the wickednefs of the Slave Trade,
“ as much as they do that of apy other criminal pratice,
purfuing the traffic for the fake of its profits, contrary
to fome glimmering light of their confcience, if not in
dire® defiance of their convi&tions.
A few quotations fhall here be given, ilinftrating
czrta.in points in their charadter which have heen fpoken

Qi

It has been mentioned in an early part of this Report,
that a charge. of having ¢aufed the death of the late
king Naimbanna’s fon was brought againft the captain
of the Company’s thip who carried him ower, in eonfe-
Kence of the groundlefs fuggeftion of a black, The

llowing is a brief accouns. of the circumftances atiend-
ing this injurious. charge. The black from whofe fug-~
geltion it griginated, had croffed the fea in the fame
thip.with kirg IMNaimbanna’s fon, and had been ofiended
during the paflage, by the captain’s urging him to do
daty as a failor ; he had alfe feen the captain give fome
medicine to the patient which was followed by a.trifli
ficknefs of ftomach, It is fuppofed that his ill will. may
have therefore prompted. him to form fome fufpicions ta
the prejudice ofP the captain, which were rafhly. comma-
nicated after his arrival at Sierra Leane to tha relations
of the deceafed, Incantations were immediately. reforted
to, as the means of afcertaining whegher the charge fup~
%gfed to lie againft the captain was founded or nof,

he dead body was given into. the hands of a fkilful
necromancer, and beipg placed in an ere& pofture, it
was fucceflively atked, Whether the Sierra Leone Com-
pany—whether the gavernor—whether the phyfician~
whether a fervant of the Company who attended the pa-
ticnt,” had caufed his death. The corpfe continuing mo-

tionlefs, it was then afked, whether the captain of the

{bip was the guilty perfon, an. which the body is faihd to
. have
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have givan a nod of affent A threatening letter wm
»ow written-in the name of the relations, to the Governor
and Council, in which compenfation: was afked for the
maurder, but it was hand{fomely intimated, that it was not
the Company themfelves, bus fome of the flave-captains
who were fuppofed to have inftigated the Company’s
fervant to put the fon of the king of Sierra Leone to
death. The Governor and Council did not fail to refilt
the claim made upon them, but they ware abliged ta
permit the calling of a palaver, at which a great con~
sourfe of armed natives atrended. The debate was
opened with great folemnity in the name of the mother
of the deceafed, by a neighhouring chief, who delivered
_himfelf in the Timmany language, ftopping to let each
fentence be interpreted. as he:went on. His fpecch was
nearly as. follows :—That the queen (the muather of the
deceafed) had no palaver againit the Company, had ne
alaver againft the gowvernor, had na palaver againft
ﬂveral.others who one by ane were named ; but that the
queen had a palaver againft the captain of the fhip, be-
caufe he had poifoned her for with a cup of tea while
be was at fea ; that the queen demanded thercfore the
payment of 6oo bars (near 100l ) which muft be fent
her immediately, and on this condition fhe waouid dro
her intention of making war againft the Company, anﬂ
that the palaver would then. be ended 1t was. added,
that if the captain fhould prefume to deny the crime now
fo clearly proved againft him, he muft be fent up to the
town of the queen, in order to ftand his trial by drinking
red water,* according to the known laws of the Tim.

*- It hasbecn zlready noticed, that:this trial of red water cone
fifts in making the fufpedted perfon drink a. quantity of water
with an infufion in it which is fuppo/ed to be of a poifonous kindy
If the unhappy obje& of inipicion is affeQed, as he often is-in 2
manner which the natives confider to be an implication of guiley.
his brains are knocked out on the fpot; it often happens however

many
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many country. The captain who was ftanding by, evi-
dently felt fome emotion at hearing the laft article of
the demand ; but a busft of laughter arifing at this mo-
ment among the natives who ftood round, made it fuffi-
ciently plain that they did not at all expect the captain’s
compliance. The Governor and Council infifted on
calling evidence on the fpot to remove the fufpicion,
The black who had firft excited it was brought forward,
and explained away all his former infinuations ; the inno-
cence of the captain was eftablithed by many other wit-
nefles, and the natives became evidently afhamed of their
condu@; and on the following day the queen herfelf came
down to Free Town, profefled the utmoft confidence in
the Governor and Council, and defired them to take
another fon under their protefion. 4

It is not eafy to conceive how their imagination has
been filled with extravagancies of the moft weak and ridi-
culous kind, A notion is entertained that one of the
iflands in the river would fink under water, if the king
of the neighbouring fhore were to fet his foot upon it.
Another little ifland higher up the ftream, is fuppofed to
be the habitation of a legion of devils, and it any man

that he dies, as in the inflance before mentioned, of the immediate
effeéts of the poiton; in either of theie ca es all his family are fold
as flaves. Natives of the higher clafs are faid {requently to furvive
thefe trials, and it is {uppofed that they find means to. prevent
the poifonous ingredient from being put into the water.

+ The Diredors wifh not to fail in acknowledging any inftance
of friendly conduét in tke flave-f2&ories towards the Company 3
they are therciore defirous of remarking, that en the occafion of
this injurious churge againft their Captain, they were befriended
by the Agent of the ncighbouring Britifh flave-fadtory ; and they
take this occifion of adding, that they have in gencral experienced
every civility from the proprietors of flave-taQories refident in
.ﬁnglmld. '

fhould
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fhould attempt to carry off from it the leaf of a tree, it
" is held, that his boat would infallibly fink in coming
‘away, and that he would be drowned.

The following quotation prefents a lamentable piGure
of extraordinary fuperflition and ignorance in the head.
man of a neighbouring town.

¢ I waited on this perfon and found him at dinner,
« a king (orchief) of the upper country being at the
* table with him, and alfo a Mahometan prieft, whom
¢ he and the other chicfs of the parts adjacent are now
« employing in making grigris (or charms), and in’
¢¢ aflifting at their facrifices to the devil. After dinner
¢¢ the headman produced his mafs book, and prayed for
¢« fome time with feeming devotion ; he expreffed great
¢« concern that he had not been able to meet with a
¢ Popith confeflor for fome years, but he told me of his
« having left orders, that as foon as ever he fhould die,
¢ two of his flaves fhould be fent to St. Jago, in order
¢ to urge the Romifh prieft there, to do every thing
¢ that might be neceffary to fmooth his way to heaven.
« He makes no more doubt of the power of a regular
«¢ abfolution, than he does of his exiftence, and he ap-/
¢ pears well acquainted with all the Romith fuperfti~
“< tions ; but his tenets are ftrangely difguifed by the union
¢ of thefe with the abfurdities and idolatry of his own
« country. He at the fame time faid, that he was very
¢ anxious to pramote the introduction of the gofpel into
¢ Africa, and offered to engage in any plan that would
«¢ promote it; he propofed to give a houfe and land to
¢« any teacher or {choolmaiter that we might fend, whom
he told me that he would take under his own protedion.
« Amidft all this ignorance, he fhewed a confcioufnefs
¢ of the criminality of the Slave Trade, having fpoken
< to the following effet on that fubjeét: ¢ w hat more
¢ have I to do with the Slave 1'rade; it is time that I
« fhould leave it off and fettle my account with God :
«¢ I am old and ought to think only of heaven.”

. The
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The fevernl fucoeeding quotations will confirm fofe
points already tonched upon, and will very fally fhew
the defire of inftruction which prevails among the natives,
as well as the good underfianding which fubéifts between
them and the Company.

A female mulatto has been mentioned, the miftrefs of
a large town in the Mandingo country, who was once
in England, and who pafled a few days in the fettlement.
* She inquired much, when fhe was there, of the flate
« of flaves in the Wett Indies, ard was much affe@ed atv
« hearing that flavery was not confined to the captives
« fent off from Africa, but defcended alfo to their
e children ; {he added, ¢ What muft you judge of mes
« you mauft think me very bad, for I have juft been
¢ taking two flaves to the neighbouring faftory, and I
¢ have left them there 5 but I with I could give up the
* trade altogether.

It appears from fome of the lateft accounts, that the
travellers who went to the Foulah country, profited much
on their return to Freetown by her civility, their route
having lz2in through the town of which fhe is miftrefs,
She has lately been learning the Arabic language, in
order to extend her influence.

*¢ Daring the palaver occafioned by the death of the
# king’s fon, which was recently {poken of, fome of the
¢ chiefs who had come to Freetown on the occafion,
* were carried to fee the fchools, and were much
¢¢ pleafed with an appearance {0 novel to them, as that
¢« of three or four hundred children engaged at their
* books. A headman of fuperior information, began
“ immediately to enter into treaty with one of the teach-
¢ ers, wanting him to go up the country to inftruét the
«¢ youth of the town over which this headman prefided.”
Some other applications almoft exattly fimilar are men.
tioned.

. Three or four Nova Scotians are faid to be fettled up
the river, who bhave large plantations of rice, land
having

-
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‘having been given them gratuitoufly - by. the natives.
“One-of this party of fettlers is able to read, and a native
:who came down to Freetown, is noticed as having already,
through his afliftance, made fome ‘fmall proficiency in
learning toread alfo. - -~ . o
 The following extra& from the .official letter of the
Governor and - Council, will fhew the meafares taken on
their part, with the view of giving inftraftion to the
natives, and alfo the fuccefs which has followed.
¢ You will fee by .the diretions given to. all' the
¢« mafters of our veffels, that we have miffed -no oppor-
¢¢ tunity of inviting all-the chiefs .on the neighbouring
s¢ coaft, to fend their fons hither for education, .and the
¢¢ invitation has been uniformly:received with expreffions
*#¢ of fatisfation. -A chiefin the Rio Numez has already
#¢ fent his fon hither, and feveral others from different
¢¢ parts only wait the approaching dry feafon, to accept
<¢ of our offers. In the towns belonging: to the chiefs in
¢¢ this river, with whom we are connefted, there are
¢« very few children fit to be fent to fchool ; the few that
‘#¢ are fit, we have now with us, and fome of them make
¢ a confiderable proficiency in reading. -We have pro-
f¢ mifes of many more from:the chiefs in the Bunch and
¢ Kokelle, the upper branches of the Sierra Leone river,
¢¢ who are to come to us in the courfe of the enfuing dry
s¢ feafon. We had anticipated your advice ‘with refpe&
¢ to a fchoel at the plantation on the Bulam fhore: one
¢¢ of the teachers has agreed to refide there with his
#¢ family, both as miflionary and fchoolmafter; and the
s¢ cuftom has become already univerfal among the labour-
# ers on that fide, to abRain' from work on Sunday.®
The Direors underftand that there are now in the fchools
at Freetown, about twenty native children in-all, a great
- proportion of whom are the fons of chiefs. It has.been
already noticed, that more than the fame nomber of native
children are under infiruétiont on the Bulam.fide of the
river, . :
o U The

Y
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The following very unhappy incident is mentioned
with the view of fhewing the remarkable confidence of
one of the natives in the Company :—¢ Soori after the
¢ commencement of the war, fome fhells which had been
¢ {ent out, were about to be prepared for ufe by the a&-
¢ ing engineer, who ordered 2 Nava Scotian working
¢« under him, to put them near the fire, in order that they
¢+ might be dried. The Nova Scotian having done as
¢ he was defired, proceeded in the abfence of the fur-
¢ veyor (or engineer) to load them, and a fpark having
¢ got into one of them unperceived, the fhell burft as
¢ he was filling it, killed him on the fpot, and alfo
¢ killed the fon of a neighbouring chief, left but a few
« days before for education. The father of the boy was
« fent for, who, though affe@ted, was perfeftly refigned.
¢ Some of his words are faid to be nearly as follows ;
¢ Gentlemen, he was my only fon; I thought to have
«¢ had him with you for his good, but God hath thought
s¢ otherwife; I fee it was an accident; I do not blame
¢ you. Be not concerned about its happening here,
¢ had God-wifhed him to live, he wauld have lived. In
¢« order to fhew you that I feel no ill will on account of
¢ this misfortune, I fhall fend my daughter to be brought
¢ up in your fettlement.”

A proof fhall now be added of the good underftanding
that fubfifts between the natives and the Company,
which cannot fajl to afford peculiar fatisfaltion to the
Proprietors.

« Twp ftrange veflels having appeared in fight, which
ss were fufpected to be French, the neighbouring king,
¢¢ or chief, (the fame perfon who caufed the difperfion
sc of the firft colony, and alfo fet on foot the palaver
¢¢ which impeded the former eftablifiment of the prefent)
¢ fent a party of men to the affiftance of the Governor
s¢ and Council, with a meffage that he was himfelf about
#¢ to follow with a further force, and that if it fhould be
f¢ neceflary, he would raife the whole country in the

: ¢ colony’s
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@ ¢olony’s defenece. When it was found that the veffels
¢ were friendly, being prizes recently taken from the
<t French, the natives who had come to Frectown went
¢« away faying, Well, your friends are our friends, and
‘¢ your enemies fhall be our enemies.’” The Diretors have
the fatisfattion of adding, that the Company have hitherto
been on very friendly terms with the furrounding natives
in general.

To the preceding information received from Sierra
Leone, refpeQing the general difpofition of the natives,
the Dire@ors will add fome obfervations on the chara&er
of an individual African, who was placed for eighteen
months under their own care in England. :

The late J. H. Naimbanna, fon of the former king of
Sierra Leone, when at the fuppofed age of twenty-four,
was induced, by the fuggeftions of a free black belong-
ing to the firlt body of fettlers from London, to deter-
mine on going over to England, with the view of ac-
quiring an education; intending to commit himfelf to
the liberality of an Englith it::ltleman, to whom he had
heard that the free black been indebted for fome
degree of fchooling. He was on the point of coming to
an agreement with the mafter of a flave-veflel, who was
to receive three flaves as the price of his paffage through
the Weft Indies hither, when a fhip fent out by the
Sierra Leone Company, to explore the country, arrived
in Sierra Leone niver. Having been brought by this
veflel to Ex:’gland, he was placed under the care of two
clergymen fucceflively, who have furnifhed the chief part
of the information concerning him, which will now be
sommunicated to the Court.

A defire of knowledge was the predominant feature
in his chara&ter. His inftrutors have mentioned that he
would continually urge them to prolong the time em.
ployed in reading together. He was alfo forward in
declaring his obligations to every one who would affift
him in the acquifition of ufeful learning; he would

Uz exprefs
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exprefs: regret if he had:been. led into any company
where the time had pafled away without improvement §
and when it happened that he was left intirely to himfelfy
he would employ not lefs than eight or ten hours of the
day in reading. Though the di?adnntages arifing from
the long negle@ of his mental faculties were apparent,
he fhewed figns of very good natural fenfe: he had alfo
a faculty at diftinguithing charaers; and his mind, as
might naturally be expetted, was ready to receive im-
preflions from thofe perfons of whom he had conceived 2
good opinion. He had few advantages of perfon, but he
was uncommonly pleafing in his behaviour, fhewing
much natural courtefy and even delicacy of manners; he
was alfo of 2 kind and affeftionate difpofition. He was
quick in all his feelings, and his temper was occafionally
warm; fome degree of jealoufy alfo entering into his
charalter : in .particular he was indifpofed to anfwer
queftions put to him by ftrangers concerning the ftate. of
his own country ; for he was apt -to fufpeét that they
meant to draw comparifons between England and Sierra
Leone, unfavourable to the charaer of the latter, and
he would therefore, on fuch occafions, .often turn the
converfation, by remarking, that a country ‘fo unfavour-
ably circumftanced as Sierra Leone had hitherto been,
was not to be fuppofed capable of having made any
attainments . worthy of being the -fubje® .of converfation
in Great Britain, :

. The following anecdote. will thew flill more frongly
the extreme fenfibility which he felt when any circum-
ftance arofe which touched the homour. of his eountry ;

and it will 2!fo explain the grounds of his peculiar jea- .

loufy on this fubject,

The name of a perfon having been mentioned in his
prefence, who was underftond by him te have publicly
afferted- fomething very degrading to the general cha-
ra8er of the Africans, he ‘broke out into fome- violent
-and -vindictive -language againft this perfon. He was
K immediately
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immediately reminded of the Chriftian dity of forgiving
his enemies ; upon which he anfwered nearly in the fol-
lowing words : ¢ If a'man faid he fhould rob me of my
¢ money, I can forgive him ; if a man fhould fhoot at
“ me, or try to ftab me, I can forgive him; if a man
¢ fhould fell me and all my family to a flave-thip, fo
¢ that we fhould pafs all the reft of our days in flavery
*. in the Weft Indies, I can forgive him ; but (added he,
¢ rifing from his feat with much emotion,) if a man
¢s takes away the chara&er of the people of my country,
¢¢ I never can forgive him.”” Being alked why he would
notextend his. forgivenefs to thofe who took away the
charaéter of the people of his country, he anfwered, « If
¢ a man fhould try to kill me, or fhould fell me and my
¢ family for flaves, he would do an injury to as many as
¢ he might kill or fell ; but if any one takes away the
chara&er of black people, that man injures black
¢« people all over the world; and when he has once
¢ taken away their charater, there is nothing which he
¢ may not do to black people ever after. That man, for
« inftance, will beat blackmen, and fay, O, it is only a
¢ blackman, why fhould not I beat him ? That man will
¢« make flaves of black people; for when he has taken
¢ away their charadter, he will fay, O, they are
¢ only black people, why fhould not I make them flaves ?
¢« That man will take away all the people of Africa, if
¢ he can catch them; and if you ak him, But why do
* you take away all thefe people, he will fay, O, they
¢-are only black people, they are not Jike white people,
« why fhould not I take them? That is the reafon why
¢ I cannot forgive the-man whe takes away the charaéter
¢ of the people of my country.”

. The improvement which he made during his refidence
in England, was in every refpe confiderable ; though
at the time when he arrived he laboured under the dif-
advantage of knowing but little of the Englith language,
he learnt in the fpace of the year and half which he
pafled in England, to read very ficently, and to write a
. ' letter

>~
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Jetter without much difficulty. The alteration "which
during the fame time took place gradually in his mind,
was in the whole alfo very great. When he firft landed
he had moft of the fame peculiarities of character which
have been afcribed to the Africans in general ; he be-
lieved in witchcraft, and ke had no idea of forgiving
injuries ; he had even endeavoured when he was in Africa
to make himfelf, as he expreffed it, as prend as he
could. Before his departure from England, his pride, as
well as his revengeful fpirit, had evidently fubfided, and
were become wrong and odious in his eyes ; his belief
in witchcraft had entirely left him, and he appeared to
feel a confiderable degree of fear and diffidence, in
refpe& to his own future condué : his morals were pure,
he had carefully abftained from drunkennefs, even while
he lived at Sierra Leone, and he fhewed when he was in
England a very firong abhorrence both of profane con-
verfation and every kind of vice; as appeared more
particularly about the time of his departure, from the
cvidence of fome ftriking and undeniable fafts. That
his mind was imprefled with religious principles, might
be prefumed, in fome meafure, from feveral of the pre-
ceding remarks: he paid great refpe& to the teachers
of Chriftianity, whom he withed much to invite over to.
his country; he had alfo the utmoft reverence for the
Scriptures, with which he had become very converfant,
and he would difcourfe on religious fubjefts with much
opennefs and fimplicity ; he was at the fame time free
from enthufiafm. According to the account of the in-
ftru®tor with whom he pafled the latter part ef his time,
he appeared to be improving in every refpe, when the
news of his father King Naimbanna’s death arrived, and
called him away fuddenly to Sierra Leone. If the de-
plorable fituation of his country, at the time when he
left it, together with the change which had now arifen
in his own difpofitions and views be contemplated, it
muft be evident that many new duties and obligations
would be likely to fuggeft themfelves to his mind, and

w
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20 excite a peculiar degree of amxic:t‘ze when he was on
the eve of his return. A few days before his embark-
ation, he converfed much with fome of his friends in
England, concerning the line of conduét which it would
be his duty to adopt after his arrival at Sierra Leone,
and it appeared that there was no perfonal facrifice which,
if the principles of Chriftianity required it, he was not
prepared to make,

The DireQors will here introduce an extra@ from the
difpatches of their Governor and Council, defcribin
fome circumftances which arofe during his paflage, an
giving the account of his death. .

. ¢ According to the information of a fervant of the
# Company, who failed in the fame fhip with him, he
s¢ had left Plymouth in perfe&t health, but as foon as he
¢¢ reached a warm climate he began to feel a flight com-
¢ plaint in his throat, and occafional pains in his head ;
¢¢ his mind was at the fame time anxious and uneafy,
¢« for he was evidently difmayed at the profpe& of thofe
s« difficulties with which he expeéted that he fhould have
¢ to combat after his return. Numberlefs were the
« plans which he amufed himfelf with devifing, for the
#¢ purpofe of fpreading Chriftianity, and opening the
¢ eyes of his rude countrymen; but he feemed con-
¢« ftantly to be tortured by the idea that fomething would
¢ obftru& his defigns, and the dread of difappointment
#¢ {eemed to prefs upon him more ftrongly in proportion
¢« as he drew nigh to his native fhores; the heat alfo
¢ began to affet him very violently, and a fever enfued,
¢ which was attended with a delirium. Inone of his
#¢ lucid intervals, he defired the perfon who gave this
¢ account to affift him in making his will, by which he
¢ entrufted his property to his brother, for the ufe of a
¢ young child his fon, and he introduced into the will
¢¢ an earneft requeft that his brother would exert every
s¢ endeavour to put an end to the Slave Trade. When
¢ he reached Sierra Leone he was infenfible of every
¢ thing that pafled, and his life was defpaired of. ot!l:i'

mother
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» mother, together with fome' younger branches of the
* family, came downh to the Governor’s houfe, where
¢« he was laid, and, after a few hours attendance on his
s¢ dying bed, they faw him breathe his laft. The Gover-
s¢ nor and Council mention thit nothing- could exceed
« the agitation and diftrefs fhewn'by his mother on the
»s eveat of his death.” o

Thus terminated the days of this amiable and en-
lightened African,. froin whofe exertions, if he had lived,
the Company might have expeéted the moft important and
extenfive fervices. It may be remarked however, that,
notwithftanding his untimely and much to be lamented
death, he has rendered at leaft one important fervice to his
eountry, by furnifhing a memorable inftance of the effe®
of education on the mind of Africans, and a moft en-
couraging and “happy omen in favour of his benighted
countrymen. ' :

Two Africans, of whom the eldeft is about eighteen
years old, are now in England, where they are receiving
their education, under the direttions of the Company ;
‘the one is the fon of the prefent king of Sierra Leone;
the other of a chief who lives very near to Freetown.
‘The Direfors will only remark concerning thefe young
perfons, that they advance regularly in their learning,
and that although they are faid to be different from each
other in their tempers, they both appear to be fully equal
te Europeans of their own age, im point of talents and
nawral underfanding,

- 'The Dire&ors have now laid before the Court the
whole of the information which they have to offer : they
have ftated briefly the hiftory of the fettlement, together
with the expenfes of eftablifhing it, and the: general fitue
ation of the funds of ‘the Company, They have alfo
fpoken under diftin& heads of the climate of Sierra
Leone, of the meafures taken with a view to trade, and
of the progrefs made in cultivation, and, finally, of the

opening
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When this ara fhall arrive, an ®ra which the Direftors.
can by no means allow themfelves to confider as diftant,
it feems probable that the inftitution of the Sierra Leone
Company may acquire much additional importance, and
that the advantages of having already planted a Britith
colony on the African Coaft, may prove to be extremely

reat. It will undoubtedly be then the duty of the

irectors in all refpe@ts to avail themfelves of the oppor-
tunities which will arife, both by extending their own
commerce, by fuggefting plans of cultivation to the
chiefs, and by endeavouring alfo to eftablith fchools, to
fupply inftrutors, and to promote the introdu&tion of
Chriftianity into Africa, fo far as the influence of the
Sierra Leone Company may reach.

The Dire&tors will now clofe this Report, and they
truft that all the circumftances ftated in the courfe of it
being duly weighed, they fhall not be thought to have
either failed eflentially in the requifite exertions, or to
have made an improper ufe of the confidence repofed in
them by the Proprietors. 'The anxiety of the Dire&ors,
and indeed their labour alfo, have been occafionally con-
fiderable ; but thefe have been amply compenfated by
refletions on the magnitude of that caufe in which they
have found themfelves engaged, and by the continually
improving profpeét of being able, by the bleffing of
Providence, to lay fome foundation for the future hap-
pinefs of a Continent, which has hitherto derived nothing
but mifery from its intercourfe with Great Britain,

APPENDIX.
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. THE Dire&ors think proper to introduce the
following account of the Natural Produ&ions of Sierra
Leone, by way of Appendix, being the fubftance of two
Reports made to them by Mr. Afzelius, their Botanift,

ANIMALS.

QuabruPEDs.—Thofe which are tame and are ufed
for food, are Cattle, Sheep, Goats, Hogs, Ducks, Tur-
kies, and Fowls.

Cattle thrive well, and even grow fat, but not {o com-
monly as in Europe. There are a number of Bulls,
Oxen, and Cows grazing in the Savannahs,

Sheep affume a very ftrange appearance, changing
their fine woollen coat into rough hairs, refembling that
of goats: they feem to fuffer from the heat, are com-
monly lean, and do not increafe much. Goats and
Hogs, on the contrary, are very prolific, and grow as
fine and as large as in any other countries. The fettlement
is fuppofed to be fufficiently ftocked with thefe animals,

Fowls multiply to an amazing number; and Ducks,
particularly Mufcovy Ducks, thrive; but common Geefe
and Turkies have not anfwered the Company’s expec-
tations, probably for want of proper management.

Porcupines, Wild Hogs, Squirrels, and Antelopes,
may alfo be claffed among the animals found at Sierra
Leone proper for food. The fkin of the latter appears

t0 be proper for gloves.
B X3 Soma
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Some few Affes, which have been fent to the colony,
are made ufeful for the purpofes of labour, and do not
fuffer by the climate though they are not equal to Mules.

The beafts of prey are Lions, Leopards, Hyanas,
Mutk Cats, and -many kinds of Weazels, which laft
are very deftru@tive of poultry. The fkins of fome of
thefe might be of ufe in a commercial view. There are
two fpecies of Mufk Cats at Sierra Leone, the Civet and
the Zibeth Cat, from which an inferior fart of mutk may
be. obtained ; the latter produces the better mufk of
the two. ‘ :

To the article of Quadrupeds fhould be added the
Japanzee, or Chimpanzee, common in the mountains,
an animal more nearly. related to the human race than
even the Ourang Outang. Of two that were brought
alive into the coleny, one died foon, the other being
older lived fome months, He was nearly two feet high,
but thofe that are full grown are nearly five feet in
beight : he was covered with black hair, long and thick
on the back, but fhort and thin on the breait and belly :
his face was bare ; his hands and his head refembled
thofe of an old black man, except that the hairs on his
head were ftraight : he ate, drank, and flept, and fat at
table, after the-fame manner as a human being : at firft.
he crawled on all fours, always walking on the outfide
of his hands; but when grown larger, Le endeavonred
to. go ere&, fupporting himfelf by a fick, which he car-
ried in his hand. He feemed to be of a melancholy dif-
pofition, but was always goodnatured, doing no. perfon
any injury. This fpecies of Ape, although nat entirely
unknown in Europe, has ufually been confounded with
that of other Apes.

. Bik ps.—Of thefe the Dire&ors have as yet received
no perfect account. It is mentioned that there is a Crami_
®
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of an extraordinary appearance, vhich beconies very
tame, aud is reckoned very good food.

- AMPHIBIOUS ANimaLs, ~— Of this kind there are
Green Turtles, and thofe called Hawk’s Bill, or Log-
gerheads, which are both very common, and fometimes
of an immenfe fize, weighing feveral hundred pounds,
Frefh-water Turtles, and Land Turtles, are to be found
at Sierra Leone; the latter in great abundance ; and it is
thought that they might he imported into England to good
profit. Crocodiles, or Alligators, of a non-defcript fpecies,
ten or twelve feet in length, have been found; and
Lizards of fix fpecies, among which are the Guava and
the Cameleon, Snakes are almoft innumerable ; they
haunt the houfes during the night in fearch of peultry,
of which they are very fond ; the largeft yet difcovered
meafured eighteen feet, which did not prove veromous,
but was of that kind which fwallow their prey entire.

INsects are very numerous ; the greater part of them
are exceedingly beautiful, and are non-defcripts. The
‘moft remarkable are the Termites, which deftroy wooden
houfes and fences; Ants, which devour provifions;
Cackroaches and Crickets, which deftroy clothes, linen,
and more efpecially leather ; Mufquitos, Sandflies, Scar-
pions, Tarantulas, and Centipedes; alfo wild Bees,
which furnifh plenty of wax and honey. The Vermes are
little known ; the Barnacles are very large, and injuriouy
to veflels not copper-bottomed.

FisHEs are in great variety, both in the fea and the
river, ‘The Spermaceti Whale has been occafionally
found at Sierra Leone, but it is met with more frequently
down the coaft. Befides the Whale, as well as the Shark,
Stinging - Ray, and Porpoife, there are Eels, Horfe-
Mackarel, Tarpoons, Cavillos, Mullets, Snappers, Yel-
lowtails, Oldmaids, Tenpounders, and fome other fithes,
all of which except the Eels and Tenpounders are efteemed
fine eating. Opyfters are found in great abundance.
There is alfo another thell fith, which the natives xfufe

or:
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‘for food. Among the Zoophites none is more worthy of
notice than thc common Spunge, which covers all the
fandy beaches of the Sierra Leone river, particularly
thofe on the Bulam fhore. This Spunge would fetch a
high price in Great Britain.

VEGETABLES.

. Of efculent vegetables Rice occupies the firft place, as
it is the chief of the plants cultivated at Sierra Leone, and
the ftaple commodity of the country, forming, when boiled
and feafoned with pepper, the principal food of the in-
habitants, the lower clafs of whom fubfift almoft entirely
upon it. Although this plant profpers beft in low and in- -
undated places, it will thrive alfo on elevated land, though
in common with other plants of the aquatic kind, it will
in that cafe grow fmaller and thinner, producing at the
fame time better and more nutritious grain, Of this
quality is the rice now found on the eminences of Sierra
Leone, while on the plains of the Bulam fhore, and other
fuch trads, it grows as luxuriantly as in Carolina, and if
a proper apparatus were employed, with equal care, it
might be rendered equally white ; but at prefent, through
the negligence of the natives, both the Rice intended for
their own confumption, and that for trade, retains part
of the brownith bran. or rind. The Rice fields are pre-
pared during the dry feafon, and reccive the feed in the
tornado feafon, which is antecedent to the rains; but the
feafons varying in different years, the time for fowing is
irregular. In the year 1792, Rice was fown in June,
and reaped in Odober,

2. Caffava, or Caflada. This conftitutes, after Rice,
the chief food of the inhabitants, and the culture of it
requires time and care. It fucceeds beft in fandy and
?pen places. In the courfe of three or four months after
t has been planted, the roots grow fit for ufe, and are
often eaten ia their raw flate. ‘The natives do not reap
the whole harveft at once, but dig up 2 few roots as they

want
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wint them ; but before the approach of the fucceeding
rainy feafon they clear the whole field, never extending: .
their plantations beyond the fuppofed exigencies of a
fingle year. The natives fometimes make cakes of Caf-
fada, which though dry are well tafted and extremely
white : they alfo ioil or roaft this article. A kind of
ale might poflibly be prepared from it, as is done by the
Arawafks of Surinam. v

3. Yams. Thefe refemble potatoes, and are a good
fubftitute for them, being dry, farinaceous, and nu-
tritious. Though elfewhere there are many fpecies of
Yams, there is but one in Sierra Leone ; the largeft root
in the Company’s gardens weighed only about four
pounds, the foil being probably too hard for it. The
natives do not beftow fo much pains on the culture of
Yams as on that of Caffada. The only way in which
they, as well as the fettlers, prepare them for eating, is
by boiling and fometimes roafting them ; but Yams might
be made either into flour or ftarch ; perhaps even a good
fpirituous liquor might be diftilled from them.

4. Sweet Potatoes. Thefe are good and ufeful roots,
in no particular, however, refembling the true potatoes,
The natives boil them, but in the colony they are
roafted, and alfo made into a kind of bread, which is
nutritious, and of a tolerably good tafte. Sweet potatoes
thrive beft in a loofe foil, but the natives are as inat-
tentive to the manner of cultivating them as to that of
Yams, ' The leaves boiled make a good dith on the
table, and afford an excellent neurithment for fheep,
goats, or pigs. o )

5. Ground Nuts. Thefe are eaten by the natives,
either raw or roafted. :

6. Eddoes, Though abundant they are not fo much
ufed as they deferve to be ; the leaves, if they are young,
are as good as fpinnach; and the roots, when boiled, re-
femble chefnuts. They are fit for ufe when three months
old, tut are beft after four or five months growth. .

’ 7 & 8.
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» and 8. Country Potatoes of two different fords}
namely, firt, Ajuck, a round root, fomewhat bigget
than a hazel nat, found in abandance in low places, with
a long ftem, which creeps roand it on the ground ; its
tafte 1s better than that of fiveet potatoes, and it is lefs
folid. And fecondly, Abunck, which grows on the
branches of thc tree in a firange manner, and is a fin-
'ﬁ;lar excrefence of an irregular, angular, and tuberous
thape. {t taftes fomewhat like Sweet Potatoes.

9. Oil Palm. A common, handfome, and ufeful tree,
indicating a good foil. It fapplies the inhabitants with oil,
wine, and food. The wine in appearance perfectly re-
fembles whey, has a good tafle when freth, but is apt e
ferment and grow f{our, and te change in three or four
“days to the ftrongeft vinégar, of a difagreeable fmell. It
35 colleted by tapping the tree. The oil is obtained
from the fruit, which 1s of the fize of a hazel nat, con-
fiting of a hard kernel, enclofed in a thick, fat, and
oleaginous matter, covered witha thin tkin, which diffolves
and yields the oil, which is ufed by the natives by way
of butter to their rice. This ofl, though liquid at firft,
in a fhort time hardens, and turns rancid: a fuperior
-oil is made, though in {mall quantities, by bruifing and
boiling the kernels in water. The interior and medullary
fubftance of the top of young Palm trees being boiled in
water, forms a dith Yefembling Cabbage: the leaves
{erve the natives for bafkets,

1o and 11. Plantains and Banamas. Thefe grow very
commonly, and are two ufeful trees, nearly related to
the Palm. The fruit of the Plantains is larger than that
of the Bananas, more regular, bent at the bafe, and fewer
in each clufter, harder and lefs lufcious ; it is eaten raw,
boiled, or roafted. Bananas are among the fuperior fruits
-of this country, foft and fiveet, and generally eaten raw:
above one hundred grow in a clufter. = The leaves are
-employed for various economical purpofes ; and the fibres
«of them are ufed in fome places {or thread.

12 Papaw.
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12. Papaw. A fine fruit of a deep green, but when
ripe of a yellow colour. This is eaten raw, but makes
a good dith when boiled ; the leaves are ufed for wathing
inftead of foap, the hollow ftalks for pipes, and ropes
may be made of the bark.

13. Guavas. Some green fruit of this kind has been
difcovered in a neighbouring bay.

14 and 15. Orange and Lime Trees. Thefe are very
common in their wild flate, bearing ripe fruit through-
out the year, though not in equal abundance at all fea-
fons. The Oranges are excellent, and better, at lealt
larger, than thole btou%ht to Europe. Some Lemons
Eol;med a long time ago by the Portuguefe in the neigh-

urhood of the fettlement, have degenerated fo much as
almoft to refemble Limes,

16, Pumpions, or Pumpkins. Thefe are to be found
wild wherever the ground is loofe ; fome of them grow
to the length of fifty feet, but the fruit, on an average,
do not attain to the fame fize as in Europe, though they
are more folid. They are ufed for pies and puddings, and
may be had throughout the year,

17, 18, 19, 20. 'Squath, Water Melon, Cucumber,
and Mutk Melon. Thefe four fpecies arrive at the greateft
perfetion, and by proper care might be made to furpafs
thofe of European growth. The firit fewlers found on
their arrival no Water Melons, but took the feeds with
them.

21, Pine Apples, Thefe are far better flavoured than
thofe of Europe, but tougher in the middle. They are
to be found all the year growing wild in the woods, and
on declivities in the neighbourhood of water; they are
alfo planted by the natives near their towns,

22, Pigeon Pea. This is a good wholefome pulfe,
and is drefled in the fame manner as Englith peas or
beans. Thefe peas grow wild in the fkirts of woods, and
in old Rice and Caffada fields, and may be had through-
out the year,

Y 23, Maiae
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23. Maize or Indian Corn, 'This is cultivated more
on the Bulam fhore than near Freetown ; it requires but
three months to ripen it, fo that feveral harvefts are
afforded in one year. The grain is boiled in falt water,
or roafted in the ear and eaten with butter, but fometimes
it is eaten raw. The natives of the Gold Coaft bruife it
‘and make puddings of it. Goats and cattle eat the
leaves with avidity.

24. Millet of two kinds, This is found wild and ufed
for poultry ; the ftalks of the larger fort contain a fiweet
and refrefhing juice,

25. Cocoa Trces grow in Sherbro, where they have
been planted. The fruit is either eaten raw or made into

ies,
P 26, Cafhew Nuts, according to Lieut. Matthews, were
introduced by the Europeans, but none have been- feen
at Sierra Leone, except thofe brought over from the
Bulam fhore.

27. Okras. The fruit of a little tree refembling the
Englifh Seatree Mallows, very common in Sierra Leone,
The pods put into foup render it gelatinous and highly
nourithing ; the leaves boil like Spinach, .

28, Sugar Canes, Thefe have been found, though
not in great quantities, in the neighbourhood of Sierra
Leone ; they are fuppofed to be of a godd quality, and
probably will thrive exceedingly, as {foon -as the land in
which they have been planted fhall have been fome time
in cultivation, :

2g. Butter and Tallow Tree, This is common in
low lands about Freetown: it abounds with a juice re-
fembling Gamboge in taint and durability, which exudes
after the leaft laceration, and becomes more coagulated,
vifcous, and of a darker colour. The wood of this tree
is irm, and feems adapted to various economical pur-
pofes. The fruit is nearly oval, about twice the fize of

a man’s fift ; the rind is thick, pulpy, and of a pleafant
" acid; in the infide are found from five to nine feeds, t;;
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the fize of 2 Walnut, containing an oleaginous matter,
extratted by the natives, and ufed with their rice or
other food. :

30. Tamarinds. Of thefe there is a great variety.
The Velvet Tamarind and common Tamarind grow
Plentifully on the ifland of Bananas, Befides thefe there
are White Tamarinds, which being of an indifferent
tafte are much negle@ted, but the tree is valuable for
-many purpofes. There are alfo Brown Tamarinds, which
are fweet and highly efteemed. There is alfo a hard
and infipid fruit refembling a Tamarind, eaten by the
natives, which they call Maffino. :

31. Figtree, The fruit of this tree, which fcarcely
exceeds a hazel nut in fize, is agreeable like other figs,
but it can hardly be eaten, owing to the number of fmall
infeéts with which it is commonly filled.

32. Country Figs. Thefe in no refpe@ refemble the
true Figs, except in the number of their gritty feeds. This
fruit is of the fize of an apple, nearly round, and agree-
able to the tafte; when fufficiently ripe refembling the
European Strawberry. The tree is new and hon-defcripts
it is found growing in the beft foil in the woods.

33. Hog Plums. Thefe are rather fmaller than Eu-
ropean Plums, of a yellow colour, and not unpleafant
flavour, though fomewhat infipid : the natives are very
fond of them. The tree on which they grow has, in
_ fome refpe, the appezrance of the Afh,

24. Country Plums, Of thefe there are many kinds,
befides thofe juft mentioned. They contain generally one
or more kernels ; they are commonly of the fize of an hazel
nut. As the difference in the feveral forts is inconfiderable,
it may be fufficient to mention the names of feven {pecies,
which are, 1ft, Befabis—2d, Drap—3d, Abooke—4th,
Machai, or Mackanter — 5th, Magint— 6th, Malinta—
7th, Wanibé. There are certainly many more not yet
particularly known, .

Ya 35+ Country.
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1§. Country Grapes. Thefe are round and black,
of an acid and acrid tafte ; they might certainly be im-
proved, but never {o as to refemble grapes, for they be-
long to a genus totally different.

36. Sorrel. This contains an acid fimilar to that ef
real Sorrel, but refembles it in no other refpe®. The
plant is common enough.

37. Calceloo. A plant which affords the beft feb-
ftitate for Spinmach, if properly drefled; it grows in
cleared grounds, and an abundance of it indicates a good
_foil : natives, Europeans, and fettlers agree in commend-
ing it,

38, Purflain, A very common plant on hills near the
fhore. It appears above ground three days after having
been fown. It is faid when bruifed to have been applied
to frefh wounds with fuccefs.

39. Maunnee Apple. 'There is a well known and
much efteemed fruit of this fort in the Weft Indies ; but
that of Sierra Leone is of a different fpecies, though no
way inferior in fize or flavour to the Weft Indian Apple
of the fame name,

490, 41, 42, Cainito, Bumelia, and Icaco or Pigeon
Plums, Three Weft Indian fruits, The laft is rather
infipid, but improves greatly by cultivation.

43> 44. Antidefma, of the fame tafte with Red Cur-
rants, and Mantanka, being alfo tolerably good.

45. Country Cherries. Thefe furpafs all the fruits
of Sierra Leone ; a fine Ne@arine is the fruit to which
a Country Cherry can beit be compared,

46. The Bread Fruit Tree. This has at a diftance
the appearance of an old Apple-tree. A fpecies of it
grows plentifully on the Bulam fhore, and in low and
fandy places. The fruit is about the fize of an Apple,
and when frefh is exceedingly good and nutritious, hav-
ing almoft the fame tafte as gingerbread, but it lofes
much of its flavour when old,

47. The
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47. The Cream Fruit, This is ftill larger and quite
round : there are always two of the fruits united together
and hanging down at the end of a fmall branch ; when
wounded they yield a quantity of fine white juice, refem-
bling fugar or the beft milk ; the natives are very fond of
i, and ufe it to quench their thirft, The tree is very lofty,
and grows in abundance, particularly on the Iflands of
Plantains,

There is a fet of plants called by the Botanifts Amo-
mum, which all partake of a fpicy nature, in a different
degree, and are of three divifions. To the firft belonge
that {pecies, the virtue of which is contained in the
roots, and generally called Gingers. To the fecond, that
of which the virtue lies in the fmall feeds, fuch as Grains
of Paradife, or Malaguetta Pepper. The third is that
fpecies which has an aromatic flavour in its feeds,
and called Cardamoms. The true Ginger grows in
the Sufee country, though not yet found in Sierra Leone.
Malaguetta Pepper is found of four different forts ; 1f,
Maboobo, the feeds of which are pretty large, oblong, and
of an agreeable but weak flavour. 2d, Maffaaba, fmaller
than the preceding, but otherwife much like it ; the pulp
in the pod, when frefh, is of a fine acid., 3d, Mafla
Amquona, the feeds of which are of the fame nature as
thofe laft mentioned, but rather more angular and pun-
gent ; the leaves and flems are endowed with the fineft
aroma, both in refpe to fcent and tafte. 4th, Toffan,
which is the native and true Malaguetta Pepper of Africa,
and Grains of Paradife of the fhops. It.excels all other
kinds in pungency.

A new fpecies of Nutmeg, different from all others,
has been difcovered ; but whether it is as good as the
common fort is at this time difficult to afcertain.

Coffee trees are found of two different fpecies, both
ron-defcript; but whether of any ufe is not yet afcer-
nined, i : _

' Piper.
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Piper Ethiopicum. A well-known fpice, grows on
lofty trees, in great abundance on the mountains. It is
ufed both by fettlers and natives inftead of Black Pepper.

Mabeck. A fine fpice, though not very pungent, the
virtue of which is principally in the hufk, is ufed by the
natives for many medicinal purpofes. The tree is high
and valuable,

Barreliera. A fmall plant with the fame fcent as
Thyme, and might be vfed for the fame purpofes.

Tomatos, with which the natives feafon their rice,
are angular and red. It is thought that Capficums

row wild, and that from the great demand for them in

ingland, they might be worth cultivation,

Medicinal Plants, Cola is a famous fruit, highly
efteemed by the natives, to which they attribute the
fame virtues as to Peruvian Bark. It is ufed for the
fame purpofes by the Portuguefe, who fend out {mall
veflels along the coaft to colle& all the Cola they can get.

Peruvian Bark, Of this a new fort has been dif-
covered, which may perhaps prove as ufeful as the
other : the natives ufe it for the fame purpofes,

Caftor Oil. 'The buth which produces the nuts from
which this oil is exprefled, grows every where in Sierra
Leone.

Caffia of the Canc, The African fpecies is nearly
related to that of the Weft Indies, and will not, it is
thought, be found lefs ufeful.

With refpet to Dyes, Yellow may be extra&ed from
the Butter fruit tree, and Blue from Indigo. Black and
Red may alfo be obtained from other plants. Gum Copal
and Gum Sencga, ufually fold in the fhops for Gum
Arabic, are among the chief gums on the coait.

The True Cotton grows plentifully in Sierra Leone,
as does the Silk Cottor among other Cotton fruits.

The natives ufe the back of the Mahant for ropes and
whips, and the roots of the famous Mangrove for bas ia
making mats.

Common
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Common Tobacco grows at Sierra Leone, but the
natives do. not cultivate it.

No report having been made by the Company’s Mi-
neralogift, the Diretors are not prepared to offer any
particular fpecification of the Minerals found at Sierra
Leone.

After reading the REPORT, the GEnErAL CourT

¢¢ RESOLVED,
“ That this Court doth approve of the
% Proceedings of the Chairman and Court of Direclors ; and return
< its Thanks to them for the great Zeal, Affiduity, and Ability with
« qwbich they bave conduéled the affairs of the Company:—-and that
« the Report [as the Dircclors may think proper to revife the fame]
« be printed for the ufe of the Proprietors.”’

In the Prefs, and fpeedily will be publithed,
Price Five Shillings in boards,
A'NEW EDITION OF THIS REPORT
In O&tavo,
Handfomely printed on Superfine Paper.
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