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INIRODI'CIION

, glrls IgEb lamueeo l{aaual ls vrltten for ttrc loerl.oaa Eaece Co4le
ln Sient Gon€. -lT-It bpeolf,lcaIly tleslgnsd for tbe Volrrateera rho
need firrcttoal knorledge of the larrguag€ nltbtn a rElatlve\y ebort
tlne.

It bas tuo lnrtar Pert f le the nesult of nary years of ertprteme
of Allieu Dtusa bs a IangUAg€ and. Cnoee4ultuel Infoaant for tbe
Peaoe Cor?g. ll't.e vocabulery and the eenteDo€s erre basecl, on oorcrete,
everyday, praotloal eettlngsS the tllaloguee erle gtnrotumrl oa aiturtloas
in nblch the volunteer le bound to flrd htneelf tluring hla eerwloe ln
Siema l€one. A gJanoe throu€b thla prt wlIl aleo neveal tbgt tt ts
beeeil on tbe Aud,lo Ltngual appnoch to language tceohlqg, nboae tenot
le tthat the leasrer rapltlly acqulres proflclenoy ln the tsnsrrye tbrsugb
ltetentng, epeallng, reatllng and. urltlng.

Ibo legeon I ornerds there ane no Engflsh wraloog of tlre
tlleloguea. It le aeetlneal that the learner ehoulal bave aoqubeil eaougb
vooabulertrr antl gramattval etnrotures to enable htn ooln vltb the
tllaloguee. .

fbe grsmar gulde ln Dart II ls urltten ln elqfle, dlreot langua€p.
Self-explanatory, tleecrlptlve terme and, ltrrasog ere, netuntlyr grcferled,
to teohnloal Jargons. It ts hoped that both tbe nolunteer eoi thc
language lnstnrtor wlII ftnd thtE acldttlon useful.
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N,ggs__gq._rHE"-IEAqru!

I. { .PRssqN$AqI0N,q-DIAI0cg.E

(A) fleacher read,s d,lalogue at nomal speed
(B) Second, readlng uslng vlsual alde and gestureg
(C) Retrletltlon of dialogue sentence by sentenoe

rr. ': : EI+4}LUH[9U

( 1) Drarnatl zation ( actions)
(2) Stu<lent particlpation

. (3) lolntlng to the object
(4) Gestures
( 5) Qrposlte
(6) Vlsual Alds

. -' (7) /Llways refer to tho stualent real life
(8) No Engllsh (lf posslble)

III. Dictatlon or dlstributlon of dialogug
VI. Second. dranatl zatLon ( entlre dialogug)
' V. Berclses (ariUs etc.)

. B) , SUBSNITUIION DRII,!
' 1) Make a pattern sentence €ogo Ndl.ano blwaa

2) Drill the pattern sent.ence throu6h r.epetitlon'
3) Set a pattern exerclse by saylngt

1r Your parb rvhlle polntJ.ng at, y ourself .
11. llralneet s part whlle polntin6; at nfn/her.

4) fhen start the exerclse tl,g,3t :

Ieachert. .JLg lralneeSL_neeponsg

Nillarro NtlLarno hJL waa
" Ngo
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c) !&$rsDomurl oN DRILL

1) llake a mode1 sentence ..€.gr. .]Iyaa..1lna Makitl hu
2) Set a pattern cxercise by sayingt

i.. Your part uihile pointing at yourself.
11r llralneers part while pointlng at hJm/her.

3) fhen start the exercise thusr

Lgaq,he_r gg'i.qgetg__

Nyaa lima ilakiti hu Ngli ti na ilaklti hu
Nya 11 ma Bo Ngil lima Bo lo

There are seven vowels in Mende (p. G7 )

a as a in Engllsh eattle
e as a in English hay
e as e in English let
I as ea in English meat
0 -- as oa in English hoat
o as o in English noth
U as U in English choose

._.:..

99SSNL-LII[I-E.4S- -IIpL-ry.ILD--IN;ffi.II s:E ( n . e4 )

9eseese4l,
nd aB ln ndopo
ng n n ngenge

nJ r n njai
mb n l| :mbLei

gb n r gbua

kp n n kpakpa

chlId.
work.
water
rlce
come out
bfoom
birttpasln

( song)
p onii



Jef ya v€lma ngi ndianul tllier D3o

Eega_e P@sh
Jefr Ndlarno bl waa (Uuaa) IIi friend
trll-leut Mm, bl waa, bl sle IU
Jofr Gboo 1-.i gaa hu? How are you?

' AuleuS Kayel ll'Ngewo na; o bia bee? I an fine, antl you?

Jefr Nya bee kayei il Ngewo na I an flne too.
&lfieur Ke maLO gboa See you agaln
Jefi Ele malo hoe O.K. we shaU Eee/so Iong.

grlB_s-Llr_u,JJSL-9RII&

a) Slngie substltution drllI

lI eacherl s cue T-eaingd-s Ro99*
}|€gp bl. waa1) Ndiamo

Ngo

Ntlake (uaafpef)
Nyatle
Maada

Mama

K6ke
Nyapol
Yle
K enya
Klrli1
Mahel

2) 81 waa Ndluo !! waa
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'r-) IJ:i.,,'/a:L )
Bla nacr ) I

Bi luvaa )

a) lllp_+q-ltef ! s__cge

Nc]iarnc
Bla naa
Maada
Bi- luvaa
Ngo

Ndlamo !! waa

DOUBIE SIM SUBSTITUTION DRIITI

.c-{c-T,r4$

T_e-?g-h e r' -s__Re.gl_9gg€

Ndiano bi waa
Ndiano b1a naa
Maad.a bia naa i i

I.vlaad.a bi luvaa 1 .

. Ngo bi luvaa

Instructions

l) Before this lesson, the teacher should malce sure that he
lcnows 'bhe names of the trainecs in his class.

2) FIe shoulcl point to himself saying rrYa .Iaa

3) Dril-l the pattern ttNya laa - - -i - rl

4) Aslc indivld.ual trainees tBl leir?
5) Point to a trainee ancl say

t Bi laa 3 - - ( supply the name
?oint to anothcr tra.inee by him and say tNgi laa - | -

6) Teachthe rest of the pronouns in simil-ar manner (p. gb )

Le+3s H-i-s-4
j? Nya 1aa - -", o bia bee? My name ls - r - r- -f

lVhai about yourself?
Br Bl l-Ei? What is your nadre?
.01 Nya 1aa My narne ie - i'

Br Bi biyel? Ilhat is your name?

Ar Nya biysi mia - - - -t MY narne ls -
o bia bee? What about yourself?

1 Thest] lir,.'ra-ll)- r6?n thave you corle?r tare you therd?t'a,nd.
rdid you spencl the d:ra' ' 'a'l.I'' rresp ectively.



Ar
BS
A:

BS

At
Br
Ar

Br 81 gbua/gbla n11o7
f,r Ngl gbus'/gbLa - - - - -
Br Ml gbe 1o bi waa

ndoe Jl hu?
Ar Ngi wai ogostl hu IoBt Gboo bL waa pi.ema nttoel

Ngl waa yenge maa
Gbe genge mla ba ple?
ll-sa yengei n1a nga ple
Bi Iltna ml?
Ngl llma Bo Io
Keta nia
Ele ma 1o hoe

-I{ggIaa------
81laar------
$91. Iaa
Mu laa
S-laa
lJ laa

.N-egE; [he ],oI shoutd

0 bl Keke? . t

Yo bl keke 1€r?
o bl bodelsLa?
Nglngel ye na?
o bl nyahel?
o bl'hlnl-?
Gbe vaa na?
Nya ha 11 nya yeya

- 5-
Where €rre you frm?
Iamffm--_-
f,hen dld you c(>rne to
Sierra lreond?
I came ln Ausust

Jt hu? fltrat have yo[ cone toin 8lerra leond?
I have come to wo&
What io your Job? :

T am a teacher ,

llhere a.re you golrg?
I an golng to Bo
O.K. See you
Uell, eo long

1
o
L

)

4

IEAc$[q.-W (p, oh)

( teachert s naure)
(na+e otr tralnee)
(nane of tralnee)
(teacher & tralnee)
(nanesof tralneee)
( nanee qf tratlees,)

L 1,.

9s-W
help the trainees to answer the quqstldns.

[here i.s. your father?
Wh.0 is .your father?
Where is your fanlly?
How is the worlc?
lflrere ls your wtfd?
Ilhere ls your husband?
f,hat ls the nelt's therd?
I donr t have a wl-fe 

:

5

7
t,

t
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=gq-L"-tl_gg

t ) 4neika
Jananl .

Kaba-Ia
Daru i.
Mat<edi
Kenema
Bo'
T e]-u
N jala
Fritaun
Korlbturdo

2) tei tru
sulcul hu
malclti hu
nj opowa hu
pEe Ia
kpaa hu
kpetei hu
ospitui hu

rBi
.t
Ngi
DIU
T1
lflu

$IESTITUTION DRItt .

.' :

kel@
j ;, Nei gbuaa'@b-'Io

I
t!

Ngl lima (Ner1rna) .!S.S 1o.

Bl gbua Ameika Io

3S--ISJoA-4[p3q-r-ff 
r'

(Parcel of nozma-l greetings). :,

:'i;

Ir_s_t_&q!.r_o*

1) The trOl shouJ.d allow ti;ie class to exchange basic grdetings. ,,1, 
,

. A3 Ndiarno bi waa Br Mm, bi waar'bi s1e
Al Gboo bi gaatru? Br Kayei Ngweo mai o bla bee?
A: Nya bee kayei Ngewo ma Br Bl lei?
Ar Nyalaa--- --t B: Nyalaa---

e bia bee2
Ar Bi gbuaa rnilo? Br Ngl gb';aa .0ne1ka 1o.
A: Gbe vaa na? Br Ye nyarnu il na/kayel Ngewo ma '

A: o b1 bondeisla? Br T1a Ameikar o bla-bee?-(bie)
Ar Tla Bo
A: Gboo bi wa plema bel? Br Ngi yaa yenge maa mbel +
Ar Gbe yenge ml-a ba ple? Bt T1s yenp;e nia nga pie
4,r Ke ta mia Br Eye, nalo hoe



- 7''-

IgggbJ4-ery_ trlerc-Lqes usins teboo a ill_a&d !gbEo__e_4ar
g.ubstions..

Instrttcl_lgns ( t )

1) Introduce the vocabulary itens by hold.ing the actual obJects
infront of the class.

2) Repeat'uhe name of the object three tirues and have the
tralnees repeat after yoro

3) Drlll- the pa.ttern npen 1o a Jill
4) Substitute for tp3nt other lte$s.
5) Hol-d an itern 1n hald and ask a tralnee tgboo a jl?t

and have the trainee respon npen'1o a JI.n
6) Have o-bher tralnees substitute for rpEn?.r

7) Drill the pattern 'gboo a jl?l

B) Iret trainees ask each otherr

Trainee . At Gboo a iL?
Trainee Br Bttlcul 1o a il

Hwi.ls,-(-?-)
1) Put the oblect on the table and move a little avray fro the

tabl e.

_ 2) Polnt to the object on the table saying tBului u.5'a a. nar

:, 
Follow 3 - I of instructj-on (1) above.

Ip.gelg].ary
ple
gboo

kOneIe
b1 eej
mboiletsia
naada
klnil-
ngo

tlo/to clo

wttat
pl,ease
tlrank (thsxk you)

f,anl}l es

grand.fattrer
, plcl man

qtld erly b rother/ sl'et er



Vocabularn
--,r. i 6

nd,ake (ndlakpel) - male colleague
nyalcte my clear (for both nal.e & faale)
mama : .; _ grandmother
kek€ father
yie - nother
kenya uncle (rnothert s brotheri not

. fatherr e brother)

mahel- - ctrlef

:;:l:rt"'*"'nahel : ' ffiil;il;"n'"'
hini husband. r

ngelngel work
ha tod.ay

I

.lr

.t
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.1,_E-g,s_911, _3

a 
. Dlalcener rntroducing a friend.

Jef- ta ng1 ndianol edi tl ya vana allu ma. Jef ro edi gdna
a .L11u,

-:

Ss{e ,Lrre]igE

Jefs ',:'--. jltiu btb, naa Hi .trl]ieu :' ' '

41i_us W, gbgg b_l gaahu? Yes, how a.re you?
Jefr {qySi ii Ngev;o mal I afi flne. T}ri.s J.e ny

Ndake nya ndiamol 1o, fri-encl, his nane ig -

ngl l-aa Edi Ed.die

Aliu: edi buaar lil Ecldiel Itn glacl to see
nyagohu neEng-- \{ 'r a^ --' }ollr

sdi: Nya bee nya gohu neego I am a.Lso glad to meet
bi mei va - you

,tl.r-Liur l\'iimia ba yenge na? Iilhere do you work?
'-rl.i i [e]-u nia [e1u i.
,n_tiu; I\ti.qbe bi waa ncloe jl hu? When did you come to this

country?
'ilj.r tr'oi na hu mia ngi wai- I cam last year "l'' lJ-iu: Bi gohu neengo ysva ndoe j Are you happy to bg'injj- htr? this country? .:
eilir Mm, nya longo wa a Salon Yes, I like Slerra lreone

very nuch.
.A-Iiur Ke malo gboma See you again
eilir EVe 0.K.

!ssqlter'5-p"'tq
ndiamo
nje
nclei
keke
k enya
ngo
nde waa
maacla
nd ee



r

L]

3)

ii

il

n_uE*,";,lF^ge

B1

Mu
Nel
Mu
l9u
Jon
Jef

salon
mbel
brecli.
boteJ-
nlkl
tarrv€l
pigaatl
yabasl
salol
lumb ee
mangol
puj ei
neesi

Bt
Ngi
Ii
Su
Joe
edi
Yema

&nAe
Neii koo
NEli kooi ta Ye toi
Med.e yle hu?
Bl loi (nl) bi fe?
Bi lol bi ple?
Baa gu-1o bi nya
gulEJ- wa
Konele baa nya vawei
Nde eboma lee
Ngl [umel (ni)

-1O -

gs,ryl.ff-I-1j-sl9ltq

-leqlneer s &g.W
Bl gohu neego yeva nclo
Idr j1 hu?

Nya longo ura a $jlgg
.:

Nya gohu ne€ngo
I

wa bl Lo va

F-gr-rsJt

I donrt know
I donlt knowl how d.o theY
cafl- it in Mende?
You doalt want to givd?
You donlt want to do 1t?
Wll-l you be able, to lund'er
my clotlief?
Please dont ilisturb me.
Say it a€aln s1ow1Y.
I did. not hear it.



1)

2)

3)

-'1i

-L+_p-t_qrr'r.r-i-.:.-*:

Teacirer toes over the c1uc,.r'tion tgbc a j1t (p. gl+ ) .

Teacher drills t}Igir icc.). Ta .y e to.l llIend.e yle hu?l

f eachei 'bhen al-l-ows the trainees to practlce the pattefn3
Trainee A; Gbo a ji?
Trainee 3r . llgli koa, ta yc U.,:';..'' I,icnJil J'tc.,/CirJlar y-Lcy{puu yie hu?

.l'i,ll i;ir ,'l At: I\, l.i LXP RtrlS SI ONS

it

l,)

B)

g,fp9 1,':i. ,l.ran*'?
i;bt va br 1,".: J.r:i
13boc kaalru:i'i
lca.ahui 1rs n0?
c lr:raliuri?

I(a.Jie ii, ngc',.'? u.r
i'fya gaahu g-hur*ngn
Ye nya nru il u.4.
Nyaa nclcndg.tna

IIow are lrou?
]Iow are you?'
IIow are. you?
How are you?
How are you?

-i- an wel-I
I arn well
I am welL
I an we].l

i)
o\(-)

i,-lQii , ;ii l.{,.,' r-l-...-. rr. ,ll Iu:lql:]AEI -PBA-cJlcJE (n 7r )

Ins.tlt1riLtq.liii'
Teach tlre pronrl;1;;-if i,j,r,r ii,:ri. -.'.it -r.^ l.;.'l-on using repetl.tion clrllL
lleach 'i;.lrr: vocalru]-i.r'y b,y' l.:.'ing \'-Ls'::;.-L objects Where pos6lb1e
or by 11ir,'-tng Eir':.l.1llr ccy-ri-viilcnts.

e tlie vocl.h ;l'r-ry :i'r,'::,,;; itr sht'l''t i; eu'b cIl.C 9S r

know/to know
nloney
noney
pepp er
rice
potato
c:r.ion
onion
orange
mango
banana
grouncl/fIoor

a

3) Us

1)

2)

i]
5)
5)
7t
B)
9

10
11
12

koo
lcopoi
navoi
pujej-
mbsi
j owoi
sibaa
ya'basi
lumbee
magoi
s91ei-
n.lcorrei



-12

1g
1+
15
15
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

lcu].el
bred.l
nrb owei
tagel
kpoloi
botEl
hui
koput
nyini
kpadingo
kulo
kulo-kulo
pensui.
pudil
mehee
+onii
kowel
nd.omej-
sobui
ka.1i
nb.ogbei
l<onl
kp et ei
patei
tokpol
tul ei

trook for negative pronouns

clbth
bread.
kni-f e
cassava
salt
butter
meat
cul)
ral/breast
it is hot
gna]-L
too Ena1l, llttIe
p enc1l
mosqulto
food.
bird
shoes
shlrt
shovel
hoe
cutlass
axe
swalnp
stvalnp soil, nud
palm tree
kotra nut

Onpage--'--

-



Jef ya

Jefs
Mmor
Jefr
Munor

Jefr

Mornor
Jefr

IU wro i

Jefc

Mo['lo:
Jefa

MomoS

telhu koo 1 jaa gulei yeya.

Ndiarno bia naa
I\[m, bia naa
Kaahul ye na?
.LlthanlduU-1ahj,, k ay ei
Mahima
Ndiamo nya longo a Jaa
guJ-elr gbe j ongo mla
Pon fel-e mla lapa yila rib
Baa gbangowa, konele,
ngi pon yila s19 puu ve
o-or Ngee na wumbu, sip
ylla lama
- Ndi.amo, Pon ylJ-a stg
puu n1a lekde nya yeye
Ke wa ]-a
Tagbe, malo gboma

Wer maLo hoe

SUBSTITUTION DRTIIJ

Ta Mqo 1o yepena kulel va!

III fri encl
H1
How are you?
I rm fLne, thank $od

tr'riend, I would llke to get
the gara naterlal; how much?
tr'our leones for one lapa
If is very e:Eenslve, please
let ne pay three leones.'
No, I wlll not take thatl
add ten cents to it.
FrJ-encl, lt ls only three
leones tha.t I have.
0.K., bring i.t.
I{ere ls the noneyg see you
again.
U:*. See you.

Traineel s Regoonse

Nya lon*o " n.-iaa Agt"t

tuqg!1qrt.s__Cue

njaa gulei
selei
puJ et
6ugs1
kowel
ndohel
Yerna
Boi
hui
wasi
reclui

selel
lumbee
nyei
mbei
bondel
yabasl
bukrl.i
pensul
pen
rllel
tawei

gbe j ongo nla a g!Ie$



th_

stJl_rJgr_pBq[gryS (p. sL )
P

]ir"sellt.J-tosgge-jl"Ee

a) Positlve.

Jn_s-tJpt;ig1gf

1) In teaching tlr-ls tense, €.go rNyaa Ifunar the teacher shorrJ-d
be in the process of going when he says. rNyaa ll-uar.

2) lleacher d.oes the sane thing lvith the other verbg.

Nyaa lima I am going
. Blaa ]ima You are going

Taa l-ima He is going

" Mua.a lima Ifle are going

You (p1.) are going
They are golng

T.EACHTNG EJTERCT*IJI

_{iSl;glc_Lione:

1) Teaclier introd.uces the verbs by letting the students act- 
them out ([eacher commands the trainees through geetures)

2) Dri}l- each word (verb).

3) Now teach without gestures; say the verb and ask the
t4ainees to act them out.

+) Have a trainee to command the others one at a time.

lVuaa lima
' Tiaa l-ima

hlje
hel
wa
loo
1i
yama
vil
kpajl
yepe
nd.awo
kpowu
mbumbu
pot e
woo
1o11

w|6
me
1a
nyEi
mua
ng1la
tEwe
J OmOO
mo
winde
ve
f ombo
yee (yeIe)
nyuma



.,'.

. .nqgt&s.ttqa'rl

1) ll-eacher- revises _the present progreseive tense by saytng- the verbs curcl aslcingl the tralneEs to act thenr aha s{y -
the pattern tNilr?g llma.t.

slcs one trainee to get up (IIlJb). fhe$ 'he ls
getting up the teacher asks tgboo bi ple mat?

3) Dritl the pattern rgboo bl pierna?t

D Introduce such word.e as tPee lawol, Bukul gaat, KoLel
3ye1'r.etg: by g-oiiig the.Lctloni'eaylng ".Ei -ttli"a pee
lawonal r lNYaa hl jemal . .

5), fhlle tloing the actions, have the tralr€€s. ask you tgboo' bl piqnat?- 
:

5) let the tralnees practice among themselvesl

lralnee AS ls clolng the actlcn (KpaJl)

lrainee 3r gboo bl Plena?
l

Trainee Al nyaa kpaJerna

llrainecr g RegDonse

Nya llna
.[jgghg.'€-c-L?

1t
hiye
wa
ME

vit
yepe
weeyana 

.Ia
mbumbu
wote
nd.awo ,i

kpowu
lcpol :
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Rtr']lmTfllE PRONOIJNS (o -qa )

' Belrgc@s
Ieacher uses gestures to iridicate the person referrlng to.

tr.. r I., Nya bee ayselfBia bee Yburself I ,.,l
Ta bee Hnself/herself
Mua . bee Ourselves

+:il' 'i...',.\$+-:F*,s*r-.a- f,ua. Pee . ' Yourselvgs
Tia bee [hens elves

, btnsltturroN DRrTJ!

-- ' llralneef s.Response
i' ;

_ryy.q._U-gg kayel. Ng'ewua

I\[ut lima
Wul ytJma
Bl yengena
Ii wana
Sui yepema
Ii njal kpoi-na.
Tit ltrna sukui hu

It

1'. -PjsqT4g.-Pgqg@gr[q--r-N 
( p . gB )

Bl Negative3

Ngii Mul
Bil TuiIl " [{r

crgr Ngtl lima suk'ul hu I am not going to school.

(p roz )
lrainee( s)

I,ee*'q€:s.-gr+s

Nya bee
fa bee
Mua bee
Tia bie
Bia bee

kg"-19r

1) Muaa lima
Wua yiima
BLaa yenge ma
[aa wama
f,uaa yepena
Taa njel kpoina
Tlaa lima sukul hu

2) Blaa ll-ura? roi l{gil lima
Iiaa vrana? o-o; Tii wana
Nyaa ylI na? o-oi Bli yil na
lfuaa yepena? o-or f,ui yepema



!.: r: 'rt*f,.i,: iie:

NO[E:

_,{I r
no-o, Ngl1n in Mend.e, the
ls acceptable when giving arr
questlon.

llhe use of lllongo + nounll and

eogr 1) Nya longo a mbel -2) Nya longo a sal.€l -
3) Nya longo la -

use of doubl-e negatlve
arrsrver tg a posltlve

lIJongO + lat
-a-

I warft/Ilke rlce
f lvant banana
I like lt.

Br

BI

Br

A,

At

At

&
/l.r

81 longo a mbel

Gboo bl longo Ia?

Gboo bl longo bi ple?

81 mia bl lima na?

Gboo bl lim pie ma Bo?

QUESI T ON/ITTSTON DRIIfi

Bl

Br

Mnlr nya longo Ia.
Nya longo a mbgl.

Nya longo ngl tnrae

Ngl ltma Bo Lo.

]{ei 1lma (ngr rrna) 19969lIo yeyama.

N[-HgBJgg_oE _PJEW PRoGREqffE-SE

Ngl l1na Bo 1o
Bl Ilna Bo Io
I lirna Bo 1o
Mu l-funa Bo Lo
Vu lina Bo 1o
Il lina Bo 1o

I tra golng to Bo
You are going to Bo
HelShe ls golng to Bo
We are going to Bo
You (p1. ) are going to Bo
fhey are golng t o Bo

NpII; rNgllnar is the contracted fom of tNgl lLmar..

1. ft is dlfficult f,or some one who is just learrrtng
to speak Mende for lhe flrst time to know which
present progressive "tense he/she has to use uncler
different sltuations. Ilowwer, questions may help
to lndlcate the typg of progressive tense to be usecl.
€o $r

I nyaa yllma
ngl lima Bo 1o
nm, ngllna Bo 1o

However, in all the progresslve tense -rl?r ls adtle0 to the
end. of the verbe to indicate the progressive teneer

1) gboo bl plora
2) bl llna urt Io?
3) bli ma Eo 1o?

3.



!-eq,g}g+q-gu9

meheE
kowEi
bol-el
nd.omei
kanli.
nikii
kLLlei
t ebilei
yabasi
kowel

;

bredi
nyapbf
hapei 

:

salcii
j oolaa
aglnesl

:.. 1B

SUBSTITUTI0N Dltr-il

_f raineet s nesponse

)tgi lima mehe€ 1o yeyama

i'[7a longo F: bred.i

.ip-IiEnlrAI-r[E- jl4P_1pj]q'I-Ql{q

) ili l-i-rna mi? f,fhere aro you golng?
Bj- l-j-rrra mi 1o? Where are you going?
Bai ni'l l,dnnere are yor going?
tsi ye llma? \,t']ie^'e are.you going?

B) I{gi linra Bo 1o I am going to Bo
Ngai Bo 1o I crn 11oing to Bo

.s-Q{_q .M.0*B?lls$i:qr--l-tcP,4Ti$sl-0-$.S._0_$_"R.1!l.1cr$,Lr - ,I:l_q , :

1) Konele fe mbe wolta Plea:c glve me six for
. sil yila va, ten cents. .:

2) ror bl va mbumbu loolu No, llor you, take flve for'
sip yila va te.rr'cents

3) Gbejongo nia a s€l-ei How :ruch is the banana?
4> Nyand.e, br,gbango, wai pon .r--b: is cx1)enbtve, a.6oept

yila hou tlvc leclnes. -

5) g-or be rnajo pon yila v;r i{or you'wonttiget lt for
tl r leones"-

6) Ke pon yila ve B r -L pay two leones.
7) ?on yila sij'puu n1a lapa lt is three leones per lappa

y11a va- lrE ma.ntnr I o ;na t.rt I will red.uce the price
8\ ,bs;ongo mia bi longo bi fe? I:w much clo you want to pay?



_ir _

INDEPfl{D$T DffiRCISE FOR TRfLTNEES'r_

Transforrn

1

2
3
+
5
6
7

Nyaa llna sukui
llaa yengena

,,r r,

Vocabula:rrl
---t-a-

j esla
kpoi
gbejongo
bagbango
tagbe
gbua

:
the following affl:mativd to Negative.
'() ; . :

hu

walk
clrink/to clrlnk
how nach
erql ensJ-ve
he.rq it 1.s
agatn

T

I

{



Iil.&ege3 How to gct to Bo

Jef longo 1 li Bo. faa ^&llu mo]-ima Bo

M eq*e

JEft allu bla naa
4f,i_ot __h, bl waa, kaahui ye na?
J-_efr Y_g ny_anu i1- na, o bii bee?&llur Nya bee nya gbahu gbuango
Jef: Ml mla Bo motulsla ta Loo na?

ILliur lla gbe mia d,o
Jeft Bl sie hoe
lLliur 5}le

notui.sla va.

Ens1ish

Hl. .[lileu .' '"

Y;s;til-are yoori
I am flne anct yorf. . ,,,f aln flne too'C-
llhere d,o the Bo lorrles
usually parlc?
look at thern- over there.tr:#t velT nuch

t eacltegrs_g'&

1 , Bo.:
Keltsna
Ujata
tr'rlltar.ra
Makenl
KabaLa
Puj ehun
Sumbuya
Korlbund.o
Jlrui$

Nya bee
Bla bee
Ta bee
Tla bee
DIua bee
llua bee

srrBsgrru[lgN. !ru4

gsqrtk_trP-rug$IN

@e*&w
Ml nla Bo notulsl-a ta aoo

Nya bee nya gaahu gbuarrgo

Wrere ls your hond.e?
look at it ovcr there
Wrerc are the chilrlren?
lhey are in the school
I d.onr t knowi aslc hl-n
Tlhere-is youi glrl friend?
llho is yorr girl friend?

na?

'lt o bl hontlel
2t Taebe mia d.o
3r o ddopoisia?
4t Tlaa sukui hu
5t Ngii lcool ne1 no.Ll6t o bi nyajrol?
7 z Yo bi nyapol 1e?



- 2'l

1.

2.

n e,egleq

o bi bagl?
o bi nclee?

o pensui?
o Mari?

nd.opoisia?
h-ingelsia

bi keke?
bl nj e?
ngl wee?
nya pEn?

LsqIe-r
Migbe bi waa mbei?
Itllgbe edi a yama?
o bi keke?
o bi nyapoi?
Ngi 1e1?
o rnlsa Jon?

9qryLON/4NEIEB.PELI+

SCME POSTPOS]TIONS

kgeu,
Tagbe mia clo

faa mi.a d,o

Taa klasl hu.
Taa sulcui hu.

Ilaa .sukul hu
.TLaa kpetei hu

Taa trnia{lra
Taa Kaba.La
Taa nla d.o
Taa pee bu

.L+erry.e

Ha mla ngi waa
Sina mla
Nya keke 1o Amaika
Taa &natka
Ngi Iaa Mageretl
Taa sukai hu

_LrtJ-Ij_I-91!,JFIlgL.s-q

Nglpt learner-.learner participation should. be encouragedn
because they are the ones who need. to master the Ian-
guage and not the trCI. The l0f shourLd onfy set the
pattern and aLl-ow students to ask hin or other stud.ents
the questions.

3.O
o

,o
o
o
o

1)
2
3
4
5
6

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

(n.ro5 )

rret t onl

€rgr Pen 1o tebul ma Thc pen is on the table

:n": inside/ln €eg. Iriel 1o koput hu - Til: l3l:r ls j.n

bu under. ecgt bulcui 1o tebui bu,

poma behind. €.gr 1o poma Stand. behincl

gblanga r€orr €rg. pen 1o bukui gblanga - The pen
near the

Ls
boolc



F
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Voeabul

itilado over theremia there
mb eind.o - over herembel here
llamu bad/ugly
Loo ' .' 

', staha- "



?) -,.

Epsotl 'J

lia}oe*Sl Back from 3o

in waa. Jef .Lliu menga Baa la. .Lllu Io yepema

EnEIlsh
ELLr.--

Jef gbua,a Bo
ngl- gaamac

![-etSe

JI-LIU.
Jsf:
A]-lu:
Jsfa
/Lliur
Jefl,

JIl1ul

Jefr
Aliul

Ndakpel b1 waa
Mm, nd.ake bi sie
Bi gbuaa mi 1o?

Ng1 .gbuaa Bo l-o
Gbe vaa na?

Ig nyanu ii na

o nya yoyol?

o nya gufo kpatei?
Bi nya yoyoi vengaa, nga bi
gufokpatOl- ve l-o

Ell
Hl-
Wrere are you from?
I am from Bo
How 1s the news there?
It is not Aaa/tt is fine
there ls no bacl news t]rcre
Ilhere ls my gift? (Wtrat did
you bring for ne?)
ilhat dltl you keep for me?
ff you give me what you
brought for me, I will
glve you what I kept for
JIOtlr
No frlend, that ls not the
usua-l way.
Well' Irm- leavtng (I have
gone)
0.K. s€€ forJ.r

JEft o-or nil.akpei, hile a yena

.Lllur Ke ngi- ya Ie

Jefr Eyer ma 1o hoe

SUBSTITUTION DRIII

I ea"cLgt:g_Ct.L"-

mbei
gulolcpatei
yoyoi
pensul
hewul
rnbowei'bebilel
nyapoi
kopoi
havoe
l-omel
sobui
gali

Traineer s ResDonse

o nya tUciZ



ryrv_RE rg+usE

f will
You wj.l_t_
He/Stre rvi11
Iile will
ilfl3"(fliirv,i-l1

You (pf) wilt not-

i) Positiver

Nga
Ba
rt
n/la
lla
Ia

b)

crg. Nga IiIo (Ngailo _ contracted formM* ilEliT fr_"+.[,:,:"li;f
Nee!.r-vs (p . ro )

of Nga ftlo - f will go-
for present habitual _ e.g.8or 

- i

Iga liT'
e
Mue
Te
lilue

feg-"Jret

Nga lilo sina
Ir, lvolo Hina
ivla vra_lo ha
Ba yiilo hata yarnalo sina yekei

q_44irstqry_iru__D@

W-Jtr-B$.ql.g{g

frgf€e:s Resp-onsg

Nge 11 uirr"
E rlra gln
Mue wa ha
Be yii ha
Te yama si.na Jretcei

rl
i:
3)

fi
e')
7)

1a
a?
a Ngiengi }i
e

i{gi lima lana
Iia bi hcl
lil, wae ha
Ton I irna.
GbOO bi ii)ng^ hi l-,i c?

e)
jr) )
11)



kqlrer-Le 9w
Ii
Lei
vra
1a
me
vli
l-svu
Iowu
yepe
yana
hlje
Loo

; wOO
, ' rvund.e/l,linila

-25-
'!

rgLc_r{rNc DffiRcrsE

Iqgrl+Lg-t*+g: . 
:,:.,

.t . ,

1) Teacher'gdes over the sentence tNya lonso a seleLt and,,r
substitutes the'nalne of a person for I se1eit e.g. -Nya longo
a Joe.

^ 2) trntroduce the pattern tNya longo a nglet (p. 
90,,)" ',' 

'-3) DL',ill this pattern &nd. rur through the other object pronouns,
\y rneans',of substltutlonss

o

k-c-h-e-€! g-k Lr#es.5- Rwee
Ngte Nya lonUo 

" 
ngie i;

81e
Mue
Vlue
Tie
A-nge Ngl longo a ngetisa

SUBSTITUTION DRII,I
i-.E

@
Nya longo ngt 11

T.WSqT,ATJILDST-IT

i Isee}-eg

" 
t,) Nya llma

i [aa wa ma
I IJ.aa ylina
; Muaa bukul yeyama
i' Vuaa YePema

Ls1-lree
Nya longo ngl 11
Ngl longo i wa
Ti longo tl ytl
Mu longo mu bukuL yeya
Yu longo wu yepe

I



2)

Lecel}'cr

Gboo bi lqngo bi plc?
Gboo ngi longo 1 ple?
Gboo wu longo wu pie?

tr'atu longo ngi 11
Fatu longo tl wa
tr'atu longo mu hel
Fatu longo i wa
Fatu longo wu me

Vocabularv__--
konel-e
n j oyoi

va
nyamu

-26

llrainee

---$81 longo bi 11?
Ngl longo 1 Li?
lilu longo wu 1i?

Please
Prescnt/e1.ft (ttre one sent for orbrought for a friend. fron a- place of
vi sit) .
News
Bad/U91y

3)

Teacher points out the difference j-n tone between.tb.e
question & stattment rBi longo bi lir to tratneee.



-4

.LEISSoN 6
I

IlAlSrgU,er How to get to the Peace Corys Offlce

[3trt;Ef3.t, 
tt'Pi'skop oflsi hu.

Itenle

Jefo /L1iu bla naa
lLliul trfim, buaa bl sle
Jefr Ndalce ba pee ngE Io a

nge 1Lna Pis Koo ,0f1sl hu?
Jlliur Mm, 11 yaltpe a pli ji

Bl fonga pee lagbaanei
11or bi 11 a bl ngOwei.
tr1 yakpe a yepiena ba Pls
Koo Ofisl 1oo bl ngowo hu.

Jef3 Bi sie how
Jefr Bi sie hoe

rLf j ur. Eye

faa .Lllu nolima koo t pilel

Eneli sh

--

Hl trL11eu
HT
Friend., w111 youshow ne the
road to the Peace Conos Office?
Yes, go stralght wlth-thls:
road. when you anlve at that
Junction go with your Ieft.
Go straight wlth that road. you
will see the Peace Corps Offlce
on your left.
lhanks vel1r much

O. K.

STESTITUTION DRIIfi

Is?sLgq!-p--crc
Jef
T1
Bi
Nya
Joe ke Jon

Mattru
le hu
Makitl hu
Jopowa hu'
Friitaun
Moyamba
4rnailca
Maka-11
3eela
trumul hu

pee
matrei
humarnoi
ta mahel
bukui.

siqe_eJ-E-&S3onse
[eJ J-on$o 1 li Pls Koo Ofls.

Jef longo 1 Ii Mattm

Ba ggg geJ.o a nge



23

US$'UT $CPRISSIONS

1) Malo gbotti'. saange
?-) Mu kpoko hoe
3) Nyaa wama saarge

4) Bl foa /una-lka?

See you again soon
Good, night
I am coning just now (I will
be back soon). '

Have you been to .0nerlca?

ru-UgE^S- 9I-rf cblrr (P )

a) For emphasis. ergr

1) Nyaha li nya yeya I donrt have a w1fe.
2) Uyafra gbi i'l nya yeya I d,onrt have. a wife at all.
3) Ha(Ha[i) il nL rhere.is not]r-ing
4) Ha1 gbi li na fhere ls nothing at all
5) Nge pie gbi i I will not d,o it at all

- .':b) :cb1'neanins:*t: l

€ogo 1) \{a a gbl ' Bring all of tha." ,

2) liu gbi a vta lLlI of You corl€r
3) rI gbi mE 1o I{e will eat all.
4) Gbi ya.na lhat is not all.

lleachert s-..,1pgg

nyaha
nyapo
ntlalcp ou
hinl
kop o
navoo
ha]e
mehee
sigaatl
pensul
pen
ku]-a
nlki
sobul

a) fo-,s-1-figqr
Ngi Iii1:
Bi liiIo
I llilo (

[tu liilo
l'lu liilo
Ti liilo

SUBSTITUTION DRT],I

T rain e_e r-s_Bs 
lgp on s e

JIUehg ebi li nYa Ye]'a

S-UP*E-".3rI1"L-T-SSE (P. e9 )

I urent
Yo r went
FIe /She/It rryent
\fe went
Yo r went
Th:y went



b ) lgggtl_v_ei

-4 -
Sarne as present progressive negative (p
12- --.--) u.g. Ngll tll (f.lnl)

' vocaBUIJt\RY r:](nRcIsE

Ie$r-EtgesL
1) Introd.uce vocabula-ry3 Ha, gbue, gbengi, slna, gat gbueyelce!,,

gbengeyelcel, hukl na hu, sond.e na ma, fol na hu. etci !

2) Use the aay on'iwtrich the lesson ls taught to lntrgtluoeIf on Mond.ay, f "y .Mond e ha.

3) Introduce tiie oihor word,s ln a slnilar way
yelcel Satlcle. etc

guBsr"Lqu,_rJ0N pJur4

€rAo . l

!"a*eEt€_que
me
wa
viila ,.,

1o
wi-me
winde

me
vii
yenge
nd.awo
wime

:wa
me
y,Tna
koi :

wime

gbuc
gbengi yekel
gbue yckel
Ee
hu-ki na hu
foi na hu
sond.e na ma

€ogr Sonde, gbne'
i.

Nct neLlo ebue

-v



.I-o_eglfeg

1: Nyaa ljma Bo

2t Iaa yl.tna
3r Muaa yama ma
4t Biaa rvimena
5t Vuaa heima

1 r Nga 111o Bo slna
2t Ba melo ha
3o A yamalo sl-na
4t Ma waa sina yekel
5t \ila yepelo sina

1r Ngi 1-iilo Kenema gbue
2t Bi meilo gbue
3r I yii-]o ha
4t \Iu yameJ.lo ' ':

5t Ti wallo

1 r Nga Ii1o slna
2t Ma melo ha
3r Ba yamalo sina
4t A yii.1o ha
'je lla yengei 1o Sonde na
,6r Ta m'eIo slna. 

. '

r+tLeJ+r-+-tS

mbogba
kula
ndocma 

{

hokpa
halca ;

kp angba

2) IrreeuLar word.s
They forn their tleflnlte bY
end.ing €ogo i i

i ,.,

INDEE'I NH.-IU--D$IN.L[-F- (P .7 5

trortrrs of nbuhs

llralnee/ o\
-.-'--aar 

v,

Ngl 1liIo Bo

1 yiilo
Mu yanel Io
Bi wimeLlo
Mu hello
Ngi IliIo 3o gbue
Bi melIo gbenge 'I yanello gbue
Mu wallo gbenge yekel
lfu yepel 1o gbue

Ngit lil Kenena gbue
Bit mel gbue
itl y11'ha
Hul yamel
T11 wal

.. ,Nge ll sina
Mu? mehd.
3e yama 'plna
eyliha 1

Sue yenge Sonde ma
he ne slna '. ,'

I,lOTEi In Irlende the tteflnite fonn of worcls is usually prod.uce
by suffking -1 to the base fom. fhe atlditlon of r'if
changos the.vowel encling of the word,. ' . , ,

1) iforils endlng with tar usually change their end.lng to reL'r €r$o

DeflJgLLq

mbogbel
kulei
nd omei
hokpel
hakel
kp angbel

adding another I at to thelr
:..



31, -

Iesler-].;1l-t e

ndola
kaga

3) .l,fter I, rt,

il: Gboo a
Gboo a

a) The t otb) The !u!
c) The ! ot

ndr t, ]rr & wt

is usually replaced,is usualljr rei:Iaced
1s usually replaced

Fv
by
by

&,lislts
ndolaa
kapaa

rir
!1ir
!ill

!4srgls
kolo
kolu
nguJ.u
kowu
lcp o1o

Bi lei
Bt biyei?
Ngi biyei?

Bi gbuaa mi 1o
Nya bee ngi gbuaa

&t*u
kolel
kolil
ngu111
kowil
kpolii

RSVISION D(ERCISE

--lo.

mediclne
room
ask/t o ask
in ord.er
j unct iorr

left hand
soon ( just novu)

Nyalaa -----
Nyablyelnla----
Ngi1aa-------
Ngi gbua - - - ]9, o bla bee?

___art_ _
---ana
Nyaa-------ma
Tlaa --- tBSr

Taa mia d.o
Iaa mbel

Taa kpetei na woma
lla mla a yena mia d.o

ii?
na?

Er

Fa

Gboo bi piqna?
Gboo ti pierna?

o bl honrlel?
o nya pen?

Ml mia bi gbaa na?
o bi da ]cp et el?

Vocqb-\tfJult

ha1ei
lumul-
uroli
k+-o
p eelag
barqei
ngowoi
saange



-32
IESSON 7

lig]-gger Begglng

{e! ya_ j esiar,ra tei hu. I felimoi nelnga tltl1 na.Jef velima.
Fellnol 1o

.'III whlte nan. ' : '
'- Ht olcl nan : .

liloultl you please be ny
friencl?
0.K.
Please frlentl glve ne ten
cent s
l{hat will you do wlth the
t en cent$?
I want to buy bread,

Oltl n_an, there is no moneyat alL.'
It is a lie, lt ie there, youjust dontt want to glr;e.'
It is not a lie, it ls tme,
I have no monelr.
WeIl, see you..
0-,.K.

Fellmoit
Jefr

tr'elmoll

Jefa
tr'efunoi s

Jefa

Feimoi.r

Jefr

Ieinoic

Jef.r'-

rrjroi: .

Jef:

?unul buaa
Mm, kini buaa bi sei
Nya ndlano mia a bie, hoe
hoe?
Ele
Ndiarno konele n5ra go a
sip y11a
Ba ye pie a sig yila?

Nya longo ngi breedi
yeya
Kini kcpo gbii n.r

Nclee mia.' to" ,,.". bl,l-'loi (roni) bi fe'
N.dee.ya na, to nya va,
kopo'gbli nya yeya"
ke nalo
Dye

geasbd-s--g-se

. nclake.
nyad.e
ye
mama
paa
kinl1
kopo
navoo
pee
lumu
nyaha
hal e
ndona

yabasl
' njei

kpo11e
kopul
foki
pletl
panl

,LiEgTrtmroN DPIII

i

Kopc gbl il

gbl 11

nya yeya

.:'
I(cneJ.e nya go a Xg@g[

Traineer s Re

kopo



_ 3r:

leacherrs Cue . : [raineqre Regppnge

eopr1l Konele nYa go a eobul: -kalf i :,

nltel
_ pensul- mbogbel , .

811 I 111 lol bl fe.
'Ngll"- Ii:

Iil 
.lMrdl

Tul1

nJel
pen
pEneul
sokl\-/ blalcl botll
helwel

puJel
,stgagtibaw€1
ndomel
ndol
staa btYel
staoti
6eIel
nEEsL
bebul
fatalalJal
kanlt

Ba ye pte a 919$

Nya longo ngl e\rlei yeya

. l[ eacher

Nde nia
Ionya mla
Kopo gbil na
Bl longo bl fe
Bl lengo

[RA]{S80R[,CIION DRIIJJ (p. 10 )

Sralnee( E)

-.

Nde ya na
I onya ya na
Kopol 1o na
811 lot bl fe
811 lenl

USEFTII EIPRESSIONS .": '

1) 81 yii 1o panda
2) Ngl yli 1o panda
3) Gboo b1 pierna a pen?

D Senti sawa nla lelcee nya yey



1) Nouns encting in with t;MOr clrop the t-Mor antl take r-blaat
to fo:nn the pIural. - (p . 8o )

€r $o

P@
rgranclebJ.aa
nyepeblaa
ngengeblaa
kpayabJ-aa
njalb3.aa

ruhich are i.n the tleflnlte

E@
kolei eia
nclopolsia
ptnsul ela
ngnJ.isia :

bukuisla
sobuleia

r-rlgaar to their enctlng to
)

4) Demonstratlve
tpronounsl (p..9lr

P:tLreI

ngulu ngaa
nya hangaa

)

Ble3et
Jisia (ttrese)
nasia (those)

Sineular

--
nyanilemo
'njepemo
ngeng€mo
trpayano
njaimo

2) Add tSlar to the ending- of nouns- form-when fonting the Plural.

Sineul-ar
kolel
nd,opoi
pensuj, '

ngull
bukul
sobuL

3) Nouns in the indefinite fom adtl
form the plural. €rgo (P. ??

SinsuLar+'-r--

ngulu
nyaha

1)

2)

Slnlru1ar

-d'.

Jl
na

Instructions:

'Ieacher brlngs to class
cololrs.
Teacher introduces nowr

2) bukui le1eL
4) bukul nlnel
6). bukul golei

@ (P.e5

varlous articles of vanleat tlryee and

a,.,

qualified bY an adjectlve s.$o

3) bukul wovQl
5) bukul nYanul
7) bukul nohul



J5

STJBSTITUTION DRILI (-,Doub1e slot subst&trtion).

' LIIE ADDIIION OF 'Nir IO THE NAIiTES OF pEOpLE (p. ?g')

1') .Exp1ain to your tralnees that the addltl,on of isufflx tNti
to the nanes of people indloate the person ancl the greup-.
of which he is a member. €.go

T eac.]ggJt L_Cge

mehEe
lulei
seI6i
nyamul
numu
nyad.e

Kenya
K enyanl ..

Jonl
d on]. Io wa ma

2) /Lll the trainees to make

:.

Vgcab-ularu
j esla
f ellmol
torlya
ntte
nile mla
fe
pumul

Tralneet s Response

mehee ydcpel
mehe8 1u161
se161 lu1et
se1el nyamui
nunu nyamul
numu nyadei

Uncle
Uncle and o.,thers , ,'
John ancl others
John and others are'cmlngi

sentencesr of their oren.

walk
the begger
true
1,1 e
It 1s a lie
give/to glve
whlte man
glve/to glve

1

a



-D-Lel oese:

iLliu ya vana Jef ma. I
lna ngl gaahu ii gbuani.

Mencle

Afiur JEf bla naa
Jef: I\[m. /\liu bi waa
rl.]-iur Gboo bl ma?

i ' . ' ;..-

Jefr NYa goi mia gbaama
Itltus Gb enaa hoe
Jefr EYe
Aliur . Bi halel gblnga?
Jefr Mmr tao kaYei 11 ngewuna

kulo
r\flur Ngewo i bi bawo

Jefr lnina
rl,fiul Ee ngi Ya Ie
Jefr Wer malo gbuta : '

-35-

IESSON 8

Sickness.

neinga Jef lanl. /\11u Jef noilal

Enef1qh

What is wrong wlth you? (Wfrat
.ls .on you?)
I have- stonach pain
Have my eynpathy, , :l
0.K.
Have you talcen some'ned:l'clnd?
Y€s, and I am feeling a btt all
right.
T.let God give you a sPeetlsr
recovely.
dDen.
WelI, I an'leaving
0.8. See you again.

!:eac!'egcJAe
1. wuL

yanel
lokol
yongoi
llhul
gol
wo11
bolel
goe

hal-ei
nJei
tawel
ndol
sigaatJ.
E1
Mu
Wu
Nya
T1

SIIBSI I.r-lI[ IgN DEIIJI

T{ELineer s ResPonse

Nya IgI mia gbaana

Bi h#t gboinga?

Ngewo i !! bao

3rW (n.67)
a) posltlvg: Foqetlo+i By addlng 'Ng"t to the verb sten except

for the ;"6-Ffto Lo) w]: 6rr 
"rt"nees 

compretely to tyat.



. -37- \

' , eoge 1) Ngi ylinga I have slept
(The verb steql here is hji' (to sleep).

Bl yiinga You have plept
I yiinga He/S4e has slqrt

,' llu ylinga you (pf) have ifept
Mu ylinga 1;ie have slept
[i yiinga They have s-lept

' N,g!J: P1ease note the other perfect tense ergr
Ngl ye liil-o 3o I had gone to Bo

SUBSIITInIoN DRIIE

lleacherr g:Cue Tralneet s Response

me Ns-i mGnca (Mee)
- hel 

Ngi rn?nga (Mee)

wa
yama
windsnga
1i, vii
1o
yepe
kpajl

b) NSgtr.iY.eE Sormation: Subject + Yaa + verb stem + Nl
€rgr Ngl + Yaa + Me + Nl. -I have not eaten
Ng1 yaa flnl (111 - is the contracted,fb:m of
| l1nlr - lflhen contracted remove t Nt ) .

.TRANSFOMIAIION DRIIT

TeacherrE Part
1i Ngi menga (nea)

I yananga
Mu waa
T1 yepea
I l-aa
Jon mea

2t NYa m6rna
llaa Ii-ma
Jon 1o wana
Tj-aa yen€etna

llrai-neer s ResDonse

Ngl yaa mtnl (nel)
I yaa yanal
Mu yaa wal
li ya.a yepel
1 yaa l-ai
Jon i yaa mti

Ngl yaa nel
f yaa lii
Jo i yaa wal
Il yaa yengel



1)
a
3
4
5
6)

Hal-ei 1o bi y,:ya?
Nya go a hal-ei wul-o
Kolel mia nya ni,r
I'lya ngohu mia lee ma
KoLe vul6i mia nyala
Dgalna gboi mla nya;,ra

o
)v\/

lL9l-i:rJ_S,,EIr-!..I!,f_rlu-rsji-I_9.1)lg_glp-Lc-W

Do you have the nedicine?
Glve me gome neilicine
I have fever
I have dlarrhoea
I have malaria
I have clysentery

't_:

ruUBI_,J_AD lr4lr_IPl,n_c_Ql0{r@g I

Instruct-logq e

Teacher revises s:i',r11 c.gtlm11i'u-cls.by:9-oTTilg-lng.tralnees to carri{out a numb er of ci..elt..i'sj -...jo ?Il'ar .. t Hel t , tKptj.l r l ,€tc. ..

Introd.uce the'patterlr tr',';r. bi- jreir by making g;"toregr '

Drill- the pa.ttel.-l ttrr, il:r ,i(:- f .

Introduce other pc-l.t:(j.r1rsj irric,. cl.ritl_ them. also €rgr

1) lla b:- lirrl b:i. n:nl:eE i,a.
2) 'Wa rnr-ri ri li.r Ju,-'rir.

€"go !h" contractccL forrn of tMengar when contractdd, tNgat
is repl-aced by ratn

-Lnstructionsa

T eacher uses l,i s ,-'iir,I,-: c;.i to
trainees to im.Lta.te l:;-n.

2)

3)

4)

i)

Mea

i) teac,ti tire nun:erals and have his

2)

3)

Itl-l-ow the 'brain ces io co,rrrt rnaili' t.lmes..,

Explain the user'- of. I j-tr.t r.'.r'td, rviLar to
say torg penr you shou.ld sirye ?en yl1a

Have trainces practice uciirg the nurmberl
answer clril-l-, €.gn

s6.j-c* 1.,, j.il bi. ;r eya
se-'1-ei l-,L i;r,.:- Jt.ro Jreya

i he traln"As ei*." .to
€ nil not . tPen ltd,r .

: .::l

thro ugh questlon'lland4)

:1-ta
f eIe
sawa
nannl
L ool-u

i'r'C.', t g
v,crIa
.;:;'e.lqra'
1, t:"alu
puu
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I{qIEt Teacher talce note of the atltlitlon of tKpeit to
nunbers (p . 83 ). €rgo

Yalcpe On]-v oneFel-elrpe Onljr two

@ery
kolel fever
halel meillclne
kole rnr]-et nalarla
ngoLu ]"u dlarrhoea \ ,

lana gbol tlysentry



-bo

IEs-s!N,J
nl'3}peggr Trayelling by lorry

Jef longo i l-i Kenema. faa yepema Deevai ngaama

@!te
Jeft Deeva bla naa '

Deeva3 [h, ndiano blwaa bi sel.
Jefl Mi mia motol jl lima na?
Deevar KENema mia motui Ji llna

nat o bia beeT
Jofr Nya bee ngi lima Kensma Io
Deevar KE bi notui 1o

Jsfs Gbe Jongo mla nga fe?
Deevar Ii gbotoni sip puu mla

lelcee ba fe
Jef: Si1 puu iJ. nya yeye
Deevar Gboo bi yeya?
Jefr Sit wayakpa mla lekee nya

yeya
Deevar Xe 1e bi 1e (te re)

Enelistl

-

Hl drlver
Et friencl
lllhere is thls lorry golng to?
Kenemag what about you?

I am also going to Kenena
SeI1, ttr-ls lorrXr ls for you
([his 1s your lor:ry)
How much should I pay?
It is not much, just one leone

I d.c not have one Ieone.
What d.o you have?
I have only eighty cents

0.K. get on board..

SI'BSTIIUTION DRILI

[reiJEge_lg Responsq

Slt _1qgg nla lelcee nya yeya

Il gbotol (nI)

Ml nia 5!g!- fl 1Jma na?

re#s{:E-gss
sawa
naanl
wayalcpa
welta

I1
Mul
Til
Tluii

motui jl
Jon
Yema
Bol
ecL[
Jef
[1
Wu

Nya bee
Bia bee
f,ua bee
Mua bee
Tia bee
la bee

rye bj-g, ngl lima Kenena



' lrl

rRAJsFomLArT0N pBII,J

1)
2)
3)

!.ruJr-sr

lon fele mla lelcee Jee veva
Pene savea mia lekee nya'V"eVa
Kowa yagbe nia bi yeya

'-t

tl

$re uee of t gbl !

1) 3o1o ebi

a)

b)

neantng

nga lilo
llhe use of rgblr ureanlng

1) Nga gbi nelo
2) Il gbl tl waa
3) Ilu gbl a wa

c) [he use of rkpeleet talll g. $r

lcpelee *-n" 
-

Icpelee tl waa
1) Tu
2) Bi

-SIIBIIITUTION DRITI

----

T eeg.berr s Cqg

folo gbl
ngenda sbl
}polco gb1
kplnttl gbl
hokl gbl

Bo
Kenema
KabaIa
Sefaclu
Sumbuya

llralneel s ResDonse

-

Egb gF! nga nehee melo

1)

2)

3)

,ll, 111o B* ebeena gbl

i
qqqW (p.Be )

la-structions:
Ieacher drills the pa'btern tMuaa Io ]-o llna peelat
Teacher e:qllalns the meanfng :ry uslng gestures.

Allow tralneee to malce sentences of thelr owrl.

Trainee( s)

-l--Pon fele lekee il Jef veva
Pon sawa lekee 11 r\ya J'eya
Kowa yagbe tt bl yeya

t E\reryt e.g..

+ f w111 go every clay.

I all t e.g.

I will eat aL1
[hey have all c@le
You atl cme

- You all come

- [hey have all comoo

I



1)

2)
3)

\2-

Mua Ton 1o lima pefLa

Wuaa Judl lc yepema
[a Moo 1o mehee mema

llom and I are golng to the
house.
You anil Jucly ard talklng
He ancl llonoh are. eating.

s negatlve comnand.s by
saying rA hlJer and while

1)

2)

NEqW (p.eo

44rr"-tissi
Teacher revi-ses the siurple commancls.

feacher lntrod.uces negative

3)

4)

feacher lntroduces the negative consland.s by conmandlng
tralnee to- get up and whlLe he 1s getting up say rBaa
hiJe (Elye) tl malcing gestures wlth your head..

Dr1II the pattern rBaa hijel
Introcluce the pfuri form of thl
ask.ing the whole class to get up
gotting up say rllaa hi jer.

5) Have traineae practice on one another.

Baa h-lJe
Aa hiJ e
Mua hije
lilea hiJe
Maa ldJ e
Taa hiJe

SIIBSLI-TUTION DruIfi

lgg$errs Cue

{TJEIT
me
yama
v11
wime

-wote
yepe
j esia
londo
J oIe
ngLl.a

Ee*ggej i JeEponse

raa !rlJ?1



1)

2)

_h3 _

PjJDr!{f,Lvg-AprEcrJVES (p. sS )
t Ng.ot

S$cqcgse3
Teacher goes over the adjectlvee coverecl.

lleacher lntrirduces.their predlcate fozme. €rgr EtrorBukuNy'andel r to Brrkul Jl nyanclengot , tBuk[ wovelr --Bi[if' ji--
WoVSIIgOr

3) Teacher drllls the pattern fBukul jl nyantlengor.

I eAclqqr_e_ gue 
:

----3.-.V*ao
gbou
wova
nlna
sese
noho
nyanu
yelcp e

to cause nolse
to sweqp

I.op quiet/to be quiet
rorry
o,nfV

Dlaloguel Invj.ting a frleficl to a meat.

tifrl"rttnt! fi3i". I mensa lllu a mehee n€.

llsa-e
.Lllur Ndake wa mu neheene;

sle gbe
Jefr Yoo rnehee ylnl?
IlLur Nya nyahel mia
Jefr Konele nya€o a nJ6l
A1lur lla cbe
Jefr Bt sfe
Allur Uebee yena?

(Accepttng the invltatlon)

Jl '

Allu Jef lollnga

Enclish

-,-.--Cme let us eatj here is tire
chair
f,ho ttitl the cggkLng7-
My vrlfe ctld lt
Please pass ne the water
Here lt ls
[hank you
How is the food?



-tdi-
Mend.e EnslLsf}

Jefs Nengo wa, pujei li botol Very delicious, there is not
(nf1 hu. too much pepperr

trliu; I'fya.bee ngil 1ol a puje I donrt Ilke too much pqppergboto. myself.
Jefr NJf? go o'g?r bl sle I am fulI, thanks,ltriur 'ilu ndg na' , YoB afe welcome

2). Refusing an invltation without causi.ng annoyance)

Allu! Ndakei wa mu mehes me Corne let us eat
Joft Saage mia ngi urebee mea, I have eaten just few minutes

nya go V€rgO WOr 8go1; Ilm fulI
lliur Ntlake'wa bi kolo me Come and eat even a ltttle
Jefs KoneIC, nya halceto, nge Please, excuse mer' I wont be

Yl[ GU NGA [IehEE me slahuna able to eat Dowr
&1iu: I1 nya munl (nul) O.K. (ft ls not bacl). -

SIESTITUTION DRIIfi

Le-ac.]r-grlg&
nd.ake
nyancle
kinl,
kelce
maad.a
ye/yl e
Jon

nJeJ.
Iqrolei
hbot
tawEi
yabasi
lcopul
sigaatl
mehee
ngengoi
ndoli
kolel
Bo' n0oo hu
Makenl

Nya
B1
I$sl
Mu
Wu
T1
Jon
Mdno

Hs+!+rds-erux
Ndalce wa mu mehee me

Konel-e nya go a SJ.S .r

'.i
Ilnil go vea r



seLel
mbel
halcpel
tangel

Ihe

€o $r

use

--b5 -

of t gaanal

Ngi lima Jon
Ngl lina ngl

selel. neego wa

tto hJm/herr

1)
2)

gaana -
gaarna

s EJreg-^Ltq^ss{-=,--^lt+ef (p. e3 )

Instructlons3
-rh--rtsi-

1) Dril1 t_his verb a lot to establlsh lt since it ie an lrregu-Iar vert.
2) E:cpl-aln to the trainees that the unlon betweenrNd.el and the pronouns l-s obgcure.

3)iI"'".j'oortra1neesta]lenotethatthepronoung1nthe
sentences below d.o not exlst separateljr.

the verb

I sayE You eqlr: He sqlf

ggggr ElPnsssroNs

1

2
3
4
5
6
7

f tm hrrng4f (Ilungry ls on ne)
I-an not yet fulI.
I an the owner of tble pen
f am not the owner
Ihat ie oot mlne
Uho ls the owner?
f,hat dld I say?

SU3-SIITUTION DRII,.I

g.eegls4s.sLq

JOn
Mono
Kona
Magletl
Ngl
[1
lfu

Ngee
Bee
Yee
Muee
InreE
lee

Ntto:Lel 1o nya na
Nya go11 yaa vel
Nya wo mla a pen jl
Nya wo yaa na
Nya nclet yaJra
Ye wo nia?
Ngee gbe?

I an golng to John
I an golng to hln/her

llralneer e ResDonge--
Ngl Llma {pg gaana



Sgqc-l1g{.s--AS

1) Nya
Ngl
BT
Mu
lTu
[1
Jon

IIya
Bi
Ngl
Mu
Inr
T1

Ngi
Nya
Bitt
Mu
llu

JgXg go 11 yea Yel

JIgL uo mia a Ben Jl

Ndole gbll nya na : :

Ndols gbfl ngt Da
Ndol8 gbil, mu na
Ndo1a ghtl Jon ne

Nya wo ya na
Ngl wo ya na
Jon wo ya na

Nge gbe?
Y6 dbe?
Se gbe?
l;uE Bbe?

{eaoherl s Part
---@

Nilolel io ,ry" t"
Ndolet 1o ngl ua
l{dolEi tro mu ma
Ndo1el 1o Jon na

Nya wo mla a pen
Ngl wo mla a pen
Jon wo nla a p9n

Ngee bi wa
Yee bi wa

lee b1 wa
Muee bl wa

ilj1
J1

llhe use of rYoo aRd tYee on Yalat neanlng , :*":,.
ergo 1) Yoo linra sukul bu ' Iltro ls-galttg t'o the

ecbool?
2) Yee mla Ilma suk$l hu? - Sfl"t"iruolng 

to the

'.' ''



- lSTt -'

(p.

It
It

VocabuJ.arrr
----'--.-.-lqroto
to11
gaege
kolo
haketu
kaval./
kavei
ku;
nclolel '

. pl enty/nany
catl/to cal-I
verT soon/Just- sa-1I
to forglve/to
to excuge

to be able
hun$er

now/ehortly

excuge

leacher----.,-

Yo Lina tel hu?
Ye n1a mehee mE ma?
Yoo a bla?

DISWMIIJIE PRONCITNS

Nya truaBia f,ua
Ia [la

eogr Nya nla
Bla nla -

Yoo contracted. four of

ls me
le you

I Yelol '

i :.- i

l:



td_

ISSCIL_u.

li*-oS"".l , [he tal]_ors

Jef ya a ngl gurel telei gama. [aa yepeua .tera ga ma
'..i

JefS Tela Blanaallelat lfu, ntliano bl waa, bi sle
JEfi Tela nya longo bi nya gulel hoo; gbejon€o nla nga fd?
Ielar KuJ.ei yegbe mla?
Jefr lllbelei mia
Tela: Ilga yee hoo?
Jefr Kanabi nl? lJra longo 1a; ta poklti fele poma '

lelar Ba Ilon f61e 10 ve.
Jefr Konele llon yila hoe
lelar Ngl kur.rnga
Jefr Migbe nga r,va poma?
Telar Wa Satide ma
Jefr Ke maLo gboma v
T el-ar Xye

SUBSTITUTION DRT]JIJ

-% llraineer s ResponseT
Nya longo bl nya g$t hoo

H,* Yegbe nla?

Ba lion ggryll Io ve

gffiu!_ErusJrguq
1) Nya beengo a ndoll gaf a f know how to d.ance

I w111 go to you tornorrow
Give lt to me
Glve me the book
Come early tomorrow morning

kee4e{,k--9',re

kulel
ndomEL
nrl. cf Ei
rlPIel

gulel
ndomel
selel
mbel
neesi
kinii
sawa
yila
Yaklt e
naanl
woita
walalrpa
taalu
puu



Jr9'-

SIppeLtu$o[.D..EIIlI (p.106 _ )
S.gacAs.et-e-9re

Nya
B1
Ti
Jon
Ir,lu
llu

urotul jla' 'nbhee yl1
kulet gbongbo
kolel nyel

Nya
NaL
TI
Mu

Brrtcut
wasl.
nd,omel
pensul
pen
kalel
si,Ol
nlk1
salui
kaJ.1
sobirl
tebl1el

llratneet s ResDonse

[Xg beeteo 
" 

nclollga J-a

Nya beengo a gllg! Jla 1a

Fegwe
:

p_gtsq* ve nya we

o_(UBINiTI9N P&o.NoI'_N (p. 89 )

@ogo 1) Mua a Jon 1o 1lma sukrrl hu - John and I ate golng' to school. :' 2) fla Momo 1o wa na ? _{e l,-e comtng yrlth

3) Mua Jon r.o nehee me ma - 
llomoh'

EWi Ieacher ehould.gLve other exapJ.es.

WUSING 
;

jgei4qila:.
1) llg@t Ehey are for:necl-by-adtling rllor to

verb or nanes of ttrlhgs.
er go 1 ) Ngenge ( work) Ngengedno (worker)

z) NJepe (tarr) NJep-no (tat_rcer)
3) Ndoma ( shlrt) Nd,onano ( shirt owner)



- t0-
2) Sg,pJLs__€-p.Le,g: They a.re fomect by addtng rMar to verbs

€rgr 1) Ngenge (work) Ngengemel (working place) tleflnlte
?) Ngenge (work) Ngengeura (working place) Inclefinlte
3) Ndoli (aance) Ndollma (clancllg place)

9EE"S4IX -!4ef ' (p. 80 )
Instrnrctionst

1) [eacher poin.bs out to the tralnees that the suffix r-moll t
when added to narnes of countries or tribes lxd,loatec person.

2) DrlL1 by substltutj-on.

!.ssLegis--fue
Mende
Puu
Itnailca
Ghana

llralneer s ResDonse

Menclemol

ouESrrg$/J$ts_Yr3&gBI__r!L 
,

lqs-tqfet;o-:ts,t '

l) Drill. tlre pattern tgbEmo mia a ble?r

l,lote j,h.ab the ind.eiirri.te of this'"oifL* has no rit as ln
Li ' cont ert tMend ernol I Gbemor I

,i'ne p1ura1 of l-*rf t" r,FBLaar 
'(p. 

gq )

keel'].%'-#, trai4e*e&e-onss . .

Gb€mo'rnla a bie? . Jlnatka io-tf" €r llgor
Gbemo mia, a ngie? Mendemo mla a ngle.

. BS4groN ETERoISE

Nqnls Trainees shoul-at be allowed to play the role of the
teacher to ask questionsr

Teacherr 3i lceke lel Ngl laa Mcno
Strrdent lLr Jon ngl lcel.ce lel?
Stud.ent Br kil lcoo
Stud.ent Ar Ngi moli
Student Br 81 keke 1e1?
Stuclent Cr Nya ]seke laa Matk
Teacher; Bl gboo a kinie Jl?Bl gboo a syqp.ol- trL?



91 -.

Stutlent! I{ya keke nla
{ya nje/nyapol /nyaheL/nctee mia

Students trr Bl nd.ee hingelsla tl !ole?
Stutlent B.' [1 sawa
Stud.ent Br o bi nyapol?
Stutlent Ct faa irraika
St[,dent Br Ngl biyel?
Stuctent Br Ngl biyel nla. a JuclJ'
Student Br Jutll gbe? ' .. - .

Stuctent Ct Judl Dohatl

Vocabu]-arrrriii<5 : 
" 

;

tela tallor 1 :

pungl European/whlte mannlkll ground.nut
beengo know how to :

hoo sew/to 6ew'kuu a4tee/ aco4t/tp abcept , 
i'; - "

..!'.
t

.t

\
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I,gs_s.9-ry"-_J_?

"D-r_ebgugr llhe Datlqg Game

Jef ya jesianra tel hu. llaa ndoma (yepel)r

Jef; Nyade bi waa
llyapoi3 I\[m, go bi waa, bi sieJefr Nyad.e bl 1e1?
I'lyapolr NJta laa Manl
Jefr o bi hi-nl?
Nyapoir I{ini gbl ii nya yeya
Jefr Tonya va; nd6 yana baa ye gnla ma?
Nyapois [orrya vat ntlE ya na
Jefl Ke nyancle nya longo a ble
itlyapoi5 Gbe va?
Jefr Nya longo a bie nd.oma va
Itlyapolt Nyahd 11 bi yeya?

*;il orloi"'tiB"rBf;3 i'*3u" veva nb el
Jef: Migbe malo gboura?
itlyapolt Nga folo sLna pee Ia
Jef: Bl nyi* ye peela gog to?
l+yapoi3 o-o. ml mia?
Jefr Mahet gatet hu mia nga yll na
: ,y;1try 6r i 3 Ke ta mj_arfr L'e, ma]O slna

yla loa ny4lol ma.

lgefse-ek-&sPesss
^s}g 11 bl yeya?

Mlgbe malo gbona?

gqBFg$-ur-rW-PzuI{

if-gqolerr s Cue

nyaha
kopo
navo
kowa
nyapo
pensu
yabasl
n611a
ngonee
tanga
teya wu

Ma
Wa
Ta

ndoma
hel
soo
nyapo Lol
ncliano ya
nyahal oo

Nya longo a ble ggggg va
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-ciNFgUl\S--laJ$JSS (p . 58 )

fn Mdnd.e a word. does not always begln wlth the Eane conso-
nant each tine it Le used.. Ihis ls OallOd consonant mutatl.on.
fn Engllsh lhere 1s no consonant nutatlon.

The mutation of consonants ln Mend.e are as followE8

I-o3Egtqtj{t$ Mutated

P vtt

tl_
kg
la gbsJ
fv
nbb
nd, InJv
ng y Yhen followed, by 1l o1 or
ng w Yhen foLlowecl by or Sr

Ihe nost coInrtron grannatlcal envirorunente where conEonant
nutations are forrncl are as followsr

1) Possesslvet erflo 1) Ngeya (Hand)

Atlj ectivet

Nya yeya - My hand :' .'

2) ?ee (House)
' Nya wee ![y house

€o go I\lgova ( old)
Kena wova - 01d nan

Intransltlv'e verb ooSr

-I{4I (eo)
Nyaa lina - I an golng

fransltlve verbS €.9.
Ndewe (cut)
|Iaa lcpltl lewe ma - He 1s cuttlng

the graes

z)

3)

4)

1)

5) Compound nouns @rgr Fel
pco

g@- Br-$g{s.

lake two obJecte of differentl
concept of Oonparieon.

(pot)
vel Earthlng pot

sLzee to put acrose the
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2) Point to the big.;er-object and sosr for 

"orpf", 
rBukuL Jf

wolongo ji ma. or iB$ul Jt wolongo I lee Jl ma. ! -

3) Subetltute other ltems for tBukuj.r at first antl later subs.-
titute other acljectives for.tWo --longot (fdlont)

TEE-\itEBB.rS--:TO BItr .r '""-:
a) Pres ent r

Nyaa I am
Biaa You are
Taa i-Ie/She is
Muaa lle are
Wuaa You (p1.) are
Iiaa They are

erg. Nyaa li ma I an golng \r

I$lthout a pronouni 1o or mia are used. €ogr

1) Bukul 1o rnbei [he book ls here
2) Bukul mla ft 1e the book

ISgg[t_,1' trlln or rryanan (p rcl ) ts usecl, i;uirtff**t3 tA.;
h\ p rrrf,3

Ng1 YeeBj yee
I Yce
Mu Yee
Wu Yee
11 yee

ecgo 1) Ngi yee na I was there
2) f yet Bo gb.enge He was in Bo yester.tlay

c) Futuret
Nga Yee 1e I w111 be
A yee 1o
Ba yee 1o
Ilta yee Io
Wa yee 1o
la yEe 1o

€rg. Nga yee lo itr I w111 be there
Nge yee na I wilJ. not be there
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usEFrrL Ep&EsgMs

IIow d.id you spend the cla;r?
Dltl you send. me eonethlng?
f,here is the gift you broughtl?
ffirere ls the present kept for ne?
Perhape, I wllJ. go.

SUSSTITUTION DRIII.,

_ teachqrLg_.,j9gg llratneet s,Reeponee

{S" : Lq$g nga n€Io
Afr3;
[a

-Ba
Bt $[ ye 1uvai?
I
f,uTt ,",.

NTTMER&IS ( 11 - 20) (p. Sl )

.I+s3rwSigg:
1) Teacher reviees the numorale 1 - 10.

2) lleacher introduces the numerals 11 - 20.

puu matru yita (via)
puu nahu fele
puu mahu sawa
puu mahu naanl
puu nahu Loolu
puu nahu weita
puu nahu woff-a
puu mahu wayalcpa
puu nahu taalu

Nuu (ylla) gboyongo

N([El feacher should explain to the tralnees the actual neani.ng
of rPuu nahu yilaf rOne above tenr arrd rNuu ylIa
gbgfongor --lOne-person ls finlehecl.- (aff tO flngers* toeo). -
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@
@g[ructions

1) 'lleacher revises the comparatives €ogo Pen Jl gbelqlenl fl ma.
:

2) Brings three pens of ctifforent qualities antl compere them.

eogr Pen jl gbekpenl Jl ma.
Pen Jl gbelcpeni tl gblma.

3) Drlll the ptttern tPen Jl gbelcpenl ti gbJmar.

+) Substitute other lieros for rPent and rgbelrpenlr.

5) Give chance to the tralnees'to practice tbes€ sc',,p+r'{ gotte'

p erhap.s
reach/a:rLve
in orriler to be/to knou/know

nd,ornaSrepe love talk
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ITESS0N__11

PIC+ltrr Asldng for the Ch.lef

Jef longo 1 nalrel ye peela god ' llaa Allu
natrel ye peela ge a ngle.
:'

Jefr Allu b1a naa
JLIlur., Dfo; buaa, bi s1e

[lLur Ngll koo.
Jefr 81 Eoolo nlgbe ml,a a wa?
trliur D[mr tee a walo slna a ngenlel
Jefr o ngl Iave5.r ta bee 11 nbel?
lullu: Taa ngi ye peela
JEfr Ml mia ngl Ye Peela Ie?
Allul Mla yalca
Jeft Bl sier hoe
illur Eyer rralo gbma.

SIIBSIIIUTION DRILI

no1iua koo 1

1 ya J eelua

llralneer s ResDonee

Ndake tel Jl hu nia bl na?

Gbei gboo bl lorigo'Xgl,-ple

&bg'l. ye peela Lo nla do .

kg_cjfgr--e-Cue

ndalce
ayande
nma
keke
maacla
yel

Ngl
Jon
Mu
Jon ke Frecl
[1
nr

Iafref
Nya

' Ngl
Jdn
Milo
Vancll
[1
l[u
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Ti
I
Keke
Kona
Fatu'Jutll

Nga
Jt
lIa
Ma
tVa
3a

peela
yengemei
gbaahu
gbuel-a

81 koolo n1a .to 1! ya n*

81 Bi koolo nlgbe mia

laa ngl ye p66 l-a,,
r'i

4gg wa?

niL mel

-r

L\

3)

I am very tiretl ' '.

I llke'banana
but I d.onrt ltke plneapple
f want to-eat because I am
hu4gry

la ajlfa

Teacher should. e:cplaln to -bhe tra-inees that tKeer corrld.
be used for both l and t anil tbutl. Howev€rr when- lkeet
is used. to mean rbutr -the follow up pattern 1s usually
negatlve.

€rgr 1) Nga hel1o kee nge mehee mE -
I will slt d.own but I will not eat.

2) Irlgi Ii1o Fo kee foi keneua -I went to Bo but I did not leach Kenoao

USEFUIT EIPRESSIONS

Nya gaahu gboyongo wa
Nya longo a selel
Ke ngi 1oi a neesi
Nya longo ngl mehee mE,
aJlfa nolei 1o nyama

guBsrrrurroN DBJLT{

.r-eegLeg,-l q-q.re
m1r€1r. ^pu j ei

magoi, luunbee
halco el, supui
bredl, tagei
sta4,r staotl
la, nji mei

11, ndolel
hije (h-iye), ndi mel

Hffe:!-g-E9e-onsg
Ngl longil a mbel kee li loi
a puJ ei

Nya longo ngi
1o nya ma.

}]OIE:



At
AI
Al

halcpet Bt O-o pujel LO sE hu.B11 loi (nl) a
Bl yll-lo panda
Gbel?

Blt Lol (nl) La
NJel 1o wua
Uukpoko hoe
Ngd wo I nu yt panda

Bl nahu gbe hoe
!t a ngat
Ila a pen

€rgr 1)
2)

3)

Vocabulanr

--.@+
hurnel
nuu

1aval
gome

it
5)

r]

w1II go

tratnees
I lnal

NJel wailo nge l-l tei hu

FoLol nyandel 1o
Ia kulei wa.lo

!fiotul wallo
Ma IlLo Bo

heail t o hear/r.mtl erst anal
p erson/someone
qp eaker fv,

meet/to meet tY

Br o-or ngi yll pantla
Br AJifa !gg[g$!t gbotongo

IHEUSEW'
Instructions!

1) lleacher lntroduces the tlnar clause.

, ergo ina bl f-iilo, nga 111'o - If you go, I

2) lleachor drills this pattern by repetitlon.

3) reacher glves two tlistinct sentences and hae the. 
blantl them together into one long sentence ueing

You d,ont t want (Llke) tt
It ls ralnlng
Gocl nleht
Let GoE make us eleep well
( Goocl nlght) .
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S(.,;i licm USdFUI PIIFIJLSES AltD ril)CPRnSSIONS

-a|--

t,
?l
4)
5)
6't

I[c-n-{s :', 
.

G.be n6i wa
Nya mawo kulo
Wa nrul
Ngi- wa mui?
Nd.i mia bi piema?
Bi yaa nga va ngi- na hoe

?) Bi totoa a r.reheE y111a?

Njei J1 a gulo'bi va?
Bi ya, ge milo?
l9oogb'ri 

-hgii ya f oi na
llaarrge rnia ngl gbua na
Ngii ya'ha a ngi Ioi
Jcn 1o mbei?
Iliye na
A gbua gitiya
Iiaa luwa nya na
l3aa woo
A l- ond.o !
Irlu kbele (tcpee) a gbua mbej-
Gbe nya ma
Baa nya vawej-
Raa ndee gula nya na'
Bi:- rrial;ei
llei. pald.a
ItTgi lima a goona we'[o
Nya longo a ye pekei
Faa a peka
I.i na
llaa na
larnpol longa
I(ele ngi to
I(ansl-e nd.c p;bona
Ti gc a nge
ili fiuulenga (mea)?
Yernbui a 6:boo?
'Ia ye boi ji lol mencle
vi e hu?
iia ii te/yi"a ya na
Ngii yepeni- bia gaama
Bii ya kpoyo fe?
Nei ]cp oyoa
\fa mbei lcalcarli bi l-ei mi 1o?
lfu keke yalcpe?
Njk mai 1o nya ma
Nja gbc€rnoi 1o nyama
\fa a njei ngi kpoe

.Eggr_l--gh

lTouir t:ill I come
Vlait for me a Ilttle
Cclnc -letl s go
Shall I eome and we go?
ft is going you are going?
lllien yqu fjo ex$endl my, greetlngs
to f,inr/her. ; i. .:' ' .i ..:
Ii:;:e you startecl to:0gok "theI'oorl? :

Lnis' water will d.o for you?
f,lhere have you gone recentLl?''
i have never reached, there
Ii is ju-st now I have Ief,t thbre
I have not seen hlm today
Is John here?
Gci up from there
Go ou'bside a1I of you
Ionrt be 'afraid, of me
Do not cry , : -.
il e qtri e'b !
You get out of. here ,'

leave me
Xo not dlsturb me
Dont t lie on me
You-a.rc not brought up well :

Sit car.ofully/Slt clown prop er.Ly
I a,l 6oi-ng on foot
I rvant the other one
Bring aloth er one
:i.t ic:-.,'h there
Ib is 'clrerb/ne or she'is there
lidlt tl:e lemp :

J,'ct ntc see it
P1eaee cay it again
Strow' thorr to' ne
IIa'lc you uncl'ersta-nd?
lllrat is it meanlng?
Hcr,v d.o they cafl thls thlng ln
Mende? :

I{ot .you
i arn not talking to you
You hav-e not finished it Yet?
I l:ave. fi.nished. lt
(ion. e hr:re quicldy
Irhcre vrere you born? '

Do you irave the saroe father?
I art sl eepy
I an thirsty
Bring watcr a.nd 1et me tlrlnk

B)
e)

'trr \
'l

I;J,J)
f i)
r5)

:if I
,(,J
'ig )
20)
o-.\L't

":!2)til
2,j\
25)
:z'l )
2-B )
2q)
_10,

-i': )

33i
34 :

3r)
36)

i3ljg)

t?]
42\
4l)
44)
4fi)
.r6)
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.tB
49
5cs
51
,2
93
54
55
56
,7
5B
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

47) .Wa a {iJel ngi mua

Baa lema ma
Baa nde nuu gbl mat
Baa l€rna nya ma
Baa ngl lee
Baa nya nemu
Baa nyanl nclalcel fe mbe
Baa leuta
Baa mbo
Baa nya loi a punol
Nya la yar-ra
Konele navul,a
lewe (l-ee) nya ma
Baa Jaa. La
Baa yaa gbttl ma
Qaa ngeya
Baa 11 na
W.a.bl 1o nya gulo
I ye na?
Wasl ye gbe?
Gba Ie?
Bi toa?
Nya gbe
Nga ye ple?
I{tlonel na bengo bl na
Ng1 lil nyaningo na va
Mend,eno mla vul a ble?
Mr.ra'ta mu lOa ha

t{u lqree ii Ie (ya na)
Iliu venJo kpee
Yelcelernayel
Yesembel
Ieheraleyei
Fot gbaldlngo
Ndond,ol 1o nyama
Ng1 nya heL lo kol hu
L;[u 11 baa la

Bilfrf;.water and let ne talce'a

Donrt forget lt
Donlt te1l, anyonel I

Dontt forget me
Donlt beat hlm
Donlt w_ound. qe
Donrt spoll it ba'tldyr dlve
Donl t buret lt
Dontt dlg/puncture lt
Donlt call ne whlte Dan.lht ls not hynnane
Please htrrry up
Pass me by 

,

Dont t fouch' lt
Donlt touch it a€aln
Donlt bqy it
Donlt go there
Come and, etand ln. fron! o4
How ls lt?
lJhat tlme ls lt?
l{hat ls 1t?
You'have seen'lt?
Here I am (!ook at me)
How carr I do lt?
lhat shlrt sulte you
He is sad for that
Are you a ture ilend,e man
He and I have 6een each other
tod.ay.
Not all of you
Both of us
|!he last one
lhe big one
Ihe first one
The sun is hot
f am feellng hot
IIls wife ls pregnant
I,et us go to the bar.

me

me

67
6B
69
'lo
71'
l1
'i3
'l+
75

+d
131
rJ,)
rl2)

3il

SCIIE IIENDE PROVDHtsS

.8
?j

b)

7)

Ngono 1o a r€@o go
Bekl wopo ee gu a loo
Ngulu yila ee wola.
Kolu fele ee be gbanya ya

5) Ndoli na bil b€eni 1a baa
kula bi yeuo wue hu

PeIe (p"e) hrrlngua bee kalca
a gee talo ma
Tel a lqlua ngl mbaa Ia 1o
a lcpol

One good. turn deserveg another
An enpty bag cannot stand
One tree cannot make a forest
One cannot run after two rats
at the same tl-me
,llo adoid. d.isgrace d.o not atternpt
doing anythlng you canlot do
prop erly.
llhere ls an end to every problen
tMan I1ve by malf (there 1s no

p erfect lntlep end.ence) .



-62 -

8) SoIe bakul ee taa loo
9) Kpande yta I yla

10) Pinei a 1o to uyergre hu 1o
1 1) Ka.ll ee nuu nyl tstt]'p loova
1i2) Ngla ye gbl lal (nI) a goolo

1 3) Nuu woqpu 1o q ngl nganYe ge

NJa ylla ee luva (wuva) a l
bele hua numu ma
Ngeya'iaa bl nttej. hu ntla:I,a:
Mia tdnttcel y111 na, ne 

,

14)

lll

hpty vessels nalre the nost noisc
What has been done cannot be
undone,
Charity begins at home
Dostlny lei lnevltribLe
llhere ls happlnees in everlr
eltuatlon.
Orel s .behavlour reveals onet e
ltlentlfy
loo muoh of one thtng Je good
for nothing. : ,

Heat the nail t'rhen it ls hot
One beneflts fron .qner s stapue

mia a meli na
17) Nja noho bee a ngo, bu hlvelo

:

1B) Ndopo ee nu waa'wunbu a lolro
YlIa I : t'

19) Ncl'o ebo gbil na ni19 nyamu
wullva 

:

2u) Sla ba bi gbukol hu gbate'
hl na'ba la' hu.

;t i) nehemo "e 
ttgi lee ge

', 1 i i' : 
'" 

j'
In th'e abeence of smethtng
good., anythlng 1111 d,oo

Know your place :.

No natter ho1ry bad a cbl-LA nalr U'e
can not be rllEowned.bY;hl.q,, 

,parents. ..,'
Your future ls ln yofrri.land. ,'.

.';
": " ,. i

Beggers have ng drblce..



Vocabularv
''--,-.1---

beki
bagl
kolu
konda
kaye
ka1l
kotl
tcar(uir
kpate
kawo
kpalctrlawul
lcpanrlei
kpongbo
kpangbet
lqroel
kuaa
ntlll
nd,uahu
lcl.e
naanel
mbonel
mltel
mlsl1
mbahul
mblltl
nemu
naa
nd.aa
ndembl
dogbol

rrguJ-ul
II13i'1. si
nglel
ngawul
ngitii
ngourbui-
nyi
nyani
parnel
Da,nyel
pawel
panl1
satrii
seroei
sewSg€We
sEwul
faJl
fandei
fu]-el
tavel

69-

bag
bag
lron
montar
confesslon'
hoe/snake
stone
woocl
rnalc e/repair
p eel
ladd er
gun
pound/gr1nd/1ron
broom
hut/ban
monkey
heart
between
how many
plantaln
hanmock
spoon
mosque
see rice
drum
wounct,/to rvound,
now
].eacl
d.eIay
bush
tree
forest
clog
rnoon/egg
p estle
fire
bite/to bite
spoll./to spoll
blootl
sancl
pa;ment
&lsh/pan.
bottLe
barre
very clean
cutting grass/rodent
bucket
thread.
village
plp e

see/took
kola nut
egg
chlcken
start
dlstult
both of
ctle/cleath
chalr
hundrecl
lnsltle
cry/+o crg
ltst ert tol
to llsten
mother Ln law
slnner

to
too1el
teyawll
tet
toto/tato
fawei
fenJo
haa
heiunrl
hondo
hu
woo
wolo

yeinol
luunbrnol



p

b

t
d

k
g

lcp

gb

f,

v
s

h

m

n

"I
I

as
n

il

n

n

il

n

il

It

n

il

ri

rl

ll

It

l_n

n

n

n

rl

n

n

rt'

n..

It

n

rf

ll

o

ll

n

n

il

rl

n

I

n

fl

ll

as i-n
nfl

Ill
illl

iln

kpaa
lA al-e

kpolo
kpate
lqunde

-At-

gsge+!.e

Pele
bo].o
tolo
d.owo

kekE
gulu
lrpawu
gbengl
fand e

'vonu

sanl
ha
maaIla

nelle
nyaha

lama
mba

nda

ngoto
sangba
nja
11

wa

, yila

house

hat, cap

kolarrut :

duck
father
stick
britlge
yesterday
cotton
Iagt year.
bottle
totlay
plantain
shad.olr

woman

blood
riee
nouth
walst
sounct drum

water
go

come

one

-t

' 'l
Lr,lrl

rrj
I
w

v

il

il

n

I

il

It

n

I

n

Most of these consonarrts have the sane sound val-ue as in
Eng1ish. The exceptions are the most d.lfficult a:?eas for..a !.'

learner of Mend.e as a second. language to master. llhese should
therefore be intenslvely practised. As the above list shows
these sound.s a.re co.nsonant clusters wlLich are slngle soun{.sr.,
and not two or three dlstlnct sound.s as their combinatlon
may suggest to a f oreign l earner" [he sound.s arer

fa:u
p ain
salt
rich, wealth
troub]-e
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.gj as ln gb i 8-1L

n lr gbengl yeeterdey
r n gbet why

, il n .gbehe bangh
n tt gbobo boarcl

I[ as ln rrYande beautY
ll ll nyg CO1'1.

n n nYoko fllg8l-ool1.Q,-.,
'itrnYlnarat

,tt nylnl - .. bfea^et

g ae In nba rlce
n n . : mbala eheql

'r"n mbu owl
' ll n mbeke bran.h

n n nbtfll vonlt

Ajl Ae ln aAa{- naner nouth
n n ndanba crocodll'e
n r nd.ovo frog
ll ll nd8Ye -' bat

. ll lr ndo ohlld

Ig as ln ngei'o sly
ll rl ngo'l;o walgt
n n ngilf- cookl tle
n n nget,. set (trq)
ll ll ngata tear

lgp aE ln sangba eound' tlnlm
n r Gf,a:rgba nane of ma.n

45[ as l-n nJ owc Potato
n n nJe goat
r n nJala ll,on
n n nja water
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It should be notetl that I which ls the.flnal sound. ln
rtng] ish worcls such as sing, mornlng'and golng c'an occur ln
initlal and final positJ.ons ln ![ende. For exanpler

. ,,

jonl blrcl
Dama blootl
polo9 far
gbun heary falllng souncl

.



Mende has seven vowels and

_67_

Vowels

these aret

I
e

t
a

3
o

'u

as 1n
ll ll

nn
lln
illl
nn
rl tt

ndtl,l
fele
sele
hawa

bondo
folo
buku

housefir
two
banana
brueh
okra
gun

book

.[11 voweLs can occur long ancl ehort. long vowale are
representetl by clouble letters ae 1n3

paa

kpaa
L oolu
puu

faJll

kllL
falgr
flve
ten
the buclcet
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Consonant Mutation

lhls ls an imnortant feature of the language which affects
a substantial number of words. fn these words the lnitial corr-
sonant chaages according to certaj-n basic phonological prlnci-pIes
in certain grammatical contexbs. fhe unchangecl in1tla1 consonalt
ls called the unrnutated consonantr arld it is this consonant wtr-lch
a word. generally has ln isolatlon. Its replacelnent consonant '
ie called mutated consonant. The follqwing table shows the
mutatlons!

Uun_u;t-el*d ![@.99
k as 1n kall snake g gall
tnntangacassavaltang.a
ndl n rr nd.ol1 hook 1 1o11
s n n sani bottle J jarrf
f ll lt f olo sun v volo
kp rr tr kpald atrn gb gbalcl
mb ll lt nba rlce ..u v ba
njrnnjawateryya
pnllpelehouseww€le
ng rr rr ngate set ( trap) V yat6
ng ll ll ngoli ear w woli

Notet ng 1s mutated, to y before the vowels, a, e, I, but to
w before o and u.

It shoul-d be real.ised durin; sotmiL drills that the place
of articulation of the unmutateil ancl mutated inltial consonants
generally rorains the sane. It will also be reallsecl that these
mutations occur in the followlng contextsS

(a) a possessecl noun has a mutated. initiat consonant

tangel
nclomel

baa
nboma

caetsava
shirb
fam
hammock
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(b) the inltial consonant of the secon. nouR lnconpound 1s mutated,.

Nya langel y11la
f ngl lmel wanga
trliu ya ngl gbaa hu
Bl bmel wov€urgo

My cassava has cooked,
IIe ha.s waehed hle ehlrt
A1leu has gone to hls fam
Your halnnock ls old

a nontnal

natlon
natlonaL confllct
salt
ealt bottle
child
Mend.e chilcl

a mutatecl initlal

Place (lt) near (tt)
Place it near the house
Go behlnd 1t
Go behi.nd the hut

black
ehort
b eautifrr].

ndolo
ndolo yia
kpolo
kpolo janl
ndo
Mende lo

I ilrrew ( tt)
lhe chief decided (ft1
I threw the stone
Ihe chlef declded the case

(d) a postposltlon precedecl by a noun, p.ronoun or nonlnalphrase has a mutated 1n1tlal eonsonant

Nda lrplanga
Nda pelel gblanga
!1 pona
tr1 bafel tvoma

(") an adjeetive preced.ed rry a norn, pronoun.or nomrnalphrase has a mutated lnitial consonant.

(") a verb preceiled. by an object has
congonant.

l{gl pilln11o
Mahel tewenllo
Ng1 kotul'wl1lnilo
Mahei nglrl levrenlIo

teII
kutu
nyande
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Nya go bolo 1e11 na

Nu gutul mamaningo
Nyapo nyande 1o

eive me that black hat

Shorb people are amogant
Thls ls a beautlfu.]. woman

llhere are certain words whose initial consonaJrts a^re

never mutated, eventhough the same consonants can be nutated. in
other vrord.s. llhe word.s are senior kinsh-i.p te&s ( except nJe
antl kenya) and close relatlonship nouns, ntmerals ( except fergo
and ssngo), personal nanes, nanes of geograph-lcal places, tlays
of the v,ree]< and months.
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rc
lfende has two tllfferent tones, high ancl, row whlch can

be markecl as folLower

Hlsh llone

-

naJ

nht
_tIA

I-eLJ-o+s
(

h e blesslng..
b\rt ' hatr' cap
n8r.r\ lnteetlne

In addltlon to these two tones'there are phonetlc glliles
from row to high and hlgh to low where two vowers wlth d;[ffe-
rent tones come together l'uithout an lntenrenlng consonant.

Slgiqg_Gllde

t/tel the fowl, chlcken

"Cr.f the heactr-a /
selec r the banana

Falllns Glltle
-G--'-.#n

say 1t
elephant
Ile d.own

I not (negatlve pronoun)
b ean

book

It is lurportant that 1;he lear:ner unclerstand how tone
operates ln the language becausel



-tz

(") somc words are <i.istlnguished fron each other accorl.
ding to thelr tones. For exampler

\/i

nadtt hook

"a{ri d.ance
k6.i hoe
thr' enake

^u6wd cray-\ tmDowo to fly

(b) the rneaning of certaln sentences is d,etenined. by
tone

/t/
Eee 1,1? Uonrt'you go?

nilri \ r - \ you'canrtgo
w6A a\{ 'ti{ r\ r}.'1 we are goins tosether
M# uil ;ib 

^t, 
{^/Et are we going together?
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': Sllelon
i

ElLslon and contractlon occur urostly fn fast, casual
speech ln whlch consonaJrts and volels rnay be etrlded from a
word, or a sentoncsr It is dmportant that one le a.ble to
recognlee the sane word. in 1ts elltlecl and, unelltled foms and
two words contraeted into one wordl whetr they occur In ctlffe-
rent contextg. Ellslon occurs ln conterte lncrutllng the
folIowlng:

(1) lntenrocallc I antl w are generally eLided

@9$_-W-qfg elldett _souqg e1.ltlect wor4

tewe cut

nd,owu hltle
pele road,
ngolo brealc

Ngl 111o

Jo ndelo

Tl nea
I waa

tee

nd.ou

pee
ngoo

I went (for ngl 11n11o)

Joe sald it (for Jo nclenllo)

Ihey have eaten lt (for tl nenga)
He has come ( tor I warrga)

I an going (tor ngi Il-nalo)
Is nother cloing 1t?(for ye ploalcrT)
IIae lt brolcen I for i wolongaLf)
Ihey have d.tedl' f for tl haneafd?)

w

w

I
I

(11) consonants are frequently elfule<l fron the verbal
sufflxes

-nlIo and -ng4

(11i) 1n the verba-l sufflxesr -m4'lDand, -ngalo the 1 may
be eIlted antl the o asslrnlJ-ated to the prece&lng
vowel

Ngl lLnaa
Ye plernaa?

I wolongaa?

!1 hangae?
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(fv) the I of the enphatl,c partlc1e, ll can be elldecl
and g aEst-ellated to the last vowel of tbe Breoed,lng
word

X3ras ueBa I an cuing ( for. Eyc Ie rrad'
Ia,a neua He ls eatlng lt (for ta Io nma)

(v) the vowels ur. I ald e can be ellded, io e *tdrr wold,s
tf thry erc €oJ.Ioiled t'y 1

kIo lnfront (for kuf,o)

nbla male ir>Iaw ( for obtl.a)
blenA to turn reEJ.ill.y tfor bate'!)
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Intlefinit e and. Deflnlt e tr'oms

Deflnlteness and, ntnber are functtonally re1ated,, for the
langt age d.oeg not only have deflnlte slnguJ.ar foms _pu-t also
cleflnlte andl lntleflrrlte slngrrlar and plural fo:mo. ltre Uraefl-'
nlte fom of a noun ls slnpIy that whlph-does not have a deflnite
lbarkero '/

llbe nost cmnon definlte elnguJ.ar marker le tlg sufflx -1

SL€@ clefinlte sinEular fo:m

he]-e
p€1e

ndqlo
sanl
bulu
bo]'o

nba
ncloma

nJa
ha

nbala

lbere are three exceptlons to this pattern.

(a) when the definlte singular marke:: -1 ls euffixed to
a word end,lng in g the a ls replr,c€d. by E. tr'or
example:

lndefinlte elnB'.''lar form defit..l-te slneular form

-

elephant
houee

ctrlld
bottLe
horn
hat

rlc e

eht.rt
waf er
death
o heep

helel
pelei
nclopol
eanLl
bului
bolol

nbei
ndomt:i
njei
he1

nbal.t;1

the elephant
the houee

the chlIcl
the bottLe
the horn
the hat

the rlce
the shlrt
the water
the tleath
the sheep

(b) a few riouns have the'ir ,.ast
deflnJ te -foun.

vovrel. lengthened for their
i
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deflnlte fo:m

mme mlrror menee the nlmor
ndola baby nclolaa the baby
kapa box kapaa the box

( c) sorne nouns have two freely varlant tlefinlte foms.
Ihese norually encl *ith the vol'reIs, 9r g and g

indefinite sinnular form cleflnlte slnEoilar fom
b onlo okra
bolo hat

folo sun
tolo kolanut

bonclot/UonAel the okra
boil.o1/bo131 the hat \r

kulu washlng place kulul/kuIll the wash-ing
pJ-ace

folot/folel the sun
tolot/to1el the kol-arrut
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The nost frequently occurlng plural narkers are -ngaa whlch
ls the lncloflnite plural narlcer, an,d, lvhtch ls only sufflxed to.
lndefinlte.fo:m of noune and -s1a which 1s suft'lxed to cleflnlte
fo:ne only.

lncleflnite slncular fo:m

naha
nd:lI1
hele
ndopo

nahangaa
ndlllngaa
hel engaa

ntlopongaa

nahelsla
nt1111sla
hel elsia
ndopolola

chtefs
house flles
elephants

chlltlren

the chiefe
the houae flieE
the elephante
the chlldren

chlef
houeefly

' el.ephant
chlltl

Sone nounB have alternatlve means of foming the tlefl-nlte
pIural. Ihey do so by'atlilLng the cleflnltdg sufflx -sla to the
indeflnlte plural eufJ.lx -r6aa as ln, for exanple:

pundl nosquito lnclefinlte sl^ngular
nJe goat n n

+pundJ.nga,r nosquito€s .. Lndefinlte plural
nJengaa goats rl n
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pundil the nosquito - tleflnlte slnguJ-ar
nj el the goat lt n

pundllsla the nosqultoes - tlefhlte pIural
nJelsla the goate - n r

pundingelsla the nosquitoes n r

njengeieia the goats n n

:gl
-nl is another plu:-'al marker, antl it occurs only uulth personal
nanes, klnshlp tems, .some pronouns, and, in fotrklore, wlth the
nanes of anj-ural characters. It means rancl othersl or rgroupl.

ilusanl Musa and others
kokenl father and group/others
Kasilonl Mr Splcler and others/group

Musanl tl wanilo Musb and others came

Jonl ti passlsra.r Joe and otherd w111 pass

Katlinl mia tl pleni Kadl andl otlrere dict lt

Used. rvith the prOnouns mua, wua, and tia, lt has flattering \/
clerogatory/ ot anogant cotuotati on,

Wuani wt na wle 3ec'pIe like ybu cannot clo that

Muanl rne nyanl People lilte us cannot be poor
Tlanl te nafa People ltke tha cannot prosper

* It shouLd be notetl that a norln'i;alies the deflnite slngular

marker -i before the defintto pIural parker.

i
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lhe pronouns can talce the deflnite plural sufflx, -sla

ftanlsla wu mehc ya^e na [het-.ls not food for peqlle
l-ike you

Ilantrsla tl hema yaa Jl []r-ls is not a elttl-ng plaee
for peopJ.e Ilke thm

lluanlsla na y111 pele Peotrlle llke us sIe€p ln good.
yelcpe bu lo houses

I
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lhe llsentive tr'olm

-mo and its corresponding p1ural markers, -blaa
{bleisla are rouglr].y equivalent to English -er/-erEie

ngenge

m6

pie

ngengen o

memO

pl erno

ngengemol
menol
piemol

ngengeblaa

meblaa
pieblaa

ngengebl ei sla
meblel sla
pleblelsia

Ngenge.mol waa mehs

3i ha1mo1 gana

Pee ]-oblaa 1o mla

Tl humableinia hounga

Ko&o nyelmo wa 1o

-d.efinite singular

work

eat
ilo

worker

eater
d.oer

the worker
the eater
the d.o er

workers -
eaters
the d.o ers-

lndefinlte slngular
n

n

ll

n

n

il

n

It

indefinite p1ura1

rn
nn

the workers -deflnite plural
the eat ers n r
the doers n n

yl1noi gama the worker has come
to the cook.
Go to the d.octor/
nedici-ne man

lhe house build.ere are .there

They have caught the thieves
Ihj-s is a great writer



llhe fo1lowlng numera.ls

lta
fele
gawS

naanl
looIu
wolta
woflla
wdakpa
taawu
puu

puu mahu Yila
nunu gboYong

nutru gboyong nalru Puu

hontto yl}a
tausi YlIa

Sentl Yl1a venbe

Eas.le Pls Koo Io
Nya Yese ngl wanl

a.re used ln counting!

one

two
three
four
flve
el-x
seven
elght
nlne
ten

e].even
twentY
th-lrtY
one hunclrecl

one thoueand'

Nsll,a (mutatecl fo:m ylla) t one has tfrree ottrer' fo:ms - lgl whlch

lsuseclonlylncountlngandtheorrllnalfo:ms,ha€.1eanclyesel
bothof.rilr.ichmearrflrst.Sutnglla,haaJ'eand.yegedlonothave
the sane granmatlcal <listributlon' For exopJ-el

Glve ne one cent

Ttr-te ls the flrst Peace CoqPs

I came flrst

fhen lt occurs

ln, for exanPlet

Yenglla wu bagi hu

Yenglla be ii nya YeYa

Nansl Yenglla menga

wlth the preflx, ye - lt sleans I one of I as

Put one of thm ln the bag

I clonl t have even one

NancY''hae eaten one of theo
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Haa-le ceu talie the agentive singular ancl plural markers

Haalcmoi yamanga The first person has returnecl
Haalebl.aa tl fonga llh.e first people have alrlved'
Haalebleisia ti kpele menga the first people have eaten all

lhe surffix, -ngo occurs with the numerals fele to wayakpa
but much more frequently with fele anil savla and rarely wlth
naani to wayakpa.

It is contracted vrith fele and sawa to fengo and sango

respectively.

Fengo ve Give all the two

Sango venda 1111 all the three
Bi- r,uailo a fengo? Did you brlng all the tvro?

Nya longo a fengo I want all the two

Ngila, fengo ancl sa.rrgo are the only numerals vrhose lnitlal
eonsonants can be mutated (Cf p )

[1 loolungo ti waa

lfu wofilaxgo a Il
Mu wayalcpa,ngo mea

nglla
fengo
sango

Al]- the five of them have come

All the seven of you go.
We have eaten aLl the elght. 

u

ylIa
vengo
jango

Mu iango mi.5 mu ljma Three of us are going
T1 venjo loli Cafl the trvo of then

Nyatra yila mia nya yeya I have ono wl-fe
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when the sufflx -kpe ls sufflxed to yila, fere ancr sawa

they mean f one onfJ'rr rtwo onryt and, rthree onlyt (wlth etrong
emphasls) .'

Ngl nenl yakpe I ate only one

Nu felelcpe mla wanl On-ly tvro people cue
Jlgi fenl oawakpe Jlgl gave onJ'y three

When nouns are enunerAtecl they do not take glurel oar*eg:.
tr'or lnstance.

NJe puu m1a mu nenl f,e ate ten goate
Nyaha l-ooLu pl4 f,almsss Kalnasa has flve wlvee
yeya

Nya go a nlta fele Glve me two spoono

I buku wayakpa gaa He has reacl etght books
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P-qgsqsry

Io a learner of Mend,e as a second..language, pionorurs may

be the most confusing lvord. category. Ihls Day be.ctue to the
fact that the form of certail pronouns varies rvith the aspect/
tense of the verb wlth which they occur ancl whether the s€rr-

tence is positlve or negative .

The labels of the various sub-categories of pronoune ln
this text are only convenient labe1s, meant to senre self-
e4planatory purpoeesr

..'

first person slngula.r I
second. n il you

thirtl n rr he/sne/f+1

flrst person plural we

second, ll n you
th-irtl n n they

llhese are personal pronouns but Bone authors have oalled.
-bheur llbasic pronounsn beca-use they are the orfly pronouns that

calr occur alono. They occur i.n sentences such as3

Nya Io lina Sunbuya I an going to Sumbuya

Bia n n n You are going to Sunbuya

Ta rl ll rl He is going to sunbuya
fua n ll tr [e are going to SumbuYa

[ua n n n You are going to SumbuYa

lla tt n n They are going to SumbuYa

nya
bia
ta
mua

wua

t1a

1. No genrler cHstinction 1n pronou.ns ln the language
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lhese pronouns have thei.p,negatlve equlvalents, but unlil<e
the posltlve foms the'se neyer .occur alone. |Ihey occur wlth
the negative particle, lt (cf p; 10?) but on6 of the Lt s of the
particle :.s elid.ed and the other contractecl yrlth the $ronourrEtr
It ls these oontrbcted form.s that have coile to bo conver[entIy
regar(lecl as gegative pronousr

ngl. 11 = ngl Inot
bl fr rr n bll you not

1 n 11 r tl tre/ she/Lt not.
mu ll 11 n mul wenot' i

ttlut n 11 wul ' You not :,

tl n 11 r tl1 they not r:

Ngtl llma Stnbuya I am not g91ng to Stnbuya

811 n I ll You are not golng to Sunbrrya

rI n n He/s}.e/Lt le not golng to
Suurbuya

Mr.Li n n Tfe a^qe ngt golng to Sunbuya

ttui rt .' ll you tl i ,ll lt n

fil rr n Tlgy are not n n rr

,i
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/.
llhese are pronoung that occrr ''with ,verbs refetrlng to

habltual or future activltJr. But whether the pronoun ls ;

hCbltual or future largely depcnd.s on the sltuatlon. of the\-' utterance antl/or the addition of .tine element. lhere are two,.
forme of 'bhese pronouns, posltive and negatlve.

Nga mbel meLo

Bailn
ailfi
ManI
lflanr
Ta lt ll

I eat rlce
You eat rLce
He eats n

We eat ll

You eat n ."

TheY eat li 't

These prorrouns occur as habitual pronouns ln the above
sentences but they occur as future pronouns ln ttre foflowlrg
examples. .-:-

Nga nbe5. m€lo slna I shaU eet (the) rlcei' tomorrow
Nga rya-lo I shall come 

i.

[a kpttl hawa]-o woi [hey w111 brush the grass sclnei
ti-me tottay

Ba walo You wlIl come

A 1o111o a kpolcol Jl He w111 d.ance this errenlng
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These pronouns occur with verb sterns onJ-y.

. ba@onou4.€

These pronouns occur lvlth verbs vrhlch have the past
positlve suffl-xes -nilg -nga and -ngalo anil the progresslve
sur'fixes -ma and. -ma] o.

Nge mba ne

Benn
gnn
Mue (me) mba mt

Wue (we) n n

lle mba roe

e1lha
Mue kpaa Ia foe if

Be lmbl
Te te wa

Ngi 11n11o Salon

Btnn
Inll
Munn
funn
:[1 ntl

Ngl ltpoyonga a KaeJ-a

81 niln

Innt:
MUllnli

Wunnil
Ililttn

I donrt eat rice :

Youil n lt

He d.o es not eat rlce
Tfe dont t eat rlce
You clonr t ll tl

llhey d.o;r.rt eat rlce
I

He rvlll not go toclaY

IVe are not going to nalce a farm
this $eorr
You r,vill- not llve long
lhey said. they wlll not come

I vrent to tr'reetown

Youn il n

He/she/tt went to Freetom
lVe went to Freetowr
Youn n n

They went to rl

I have flnished reatling. lt
You have finishecl reatllng tt
tte/she/Lt have flnished reidlng
I[e have flnished readlng lt
Yourt n n ll

theYhave n n n

tt
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Both -nga and -ngalo ca:ry the sane neaning of , compretedactlont but the Latter is emphatlc" It ls eonmonly used, Lnresponoe to questlons such.es:

What have you d.one to it?
I have ki11ed it.
I have beaten l.dn/ner/ft
f have rvound,ed. ttin/neiltt
f have d,estroyed lt

![hat has he d,one wlth the rlcd?
He has eaten it
He has thrown lt
He has eooked it

lhe following are exanpleof the progresslve use of thesepronouns' rt can be seen that the verb has the sufflx _r'80

Ngl lima kpetel hu 1o f a golng toBlInnn
r n r r u 

touaregolng

Mu n n 
Heis n

n tt Weare n
Uu lt 6 n tt youn n
li n n n n [heyare n

-Da19' attachet' to a verb, ca,n convey both progresslve
emphasJ.s) ana future meanlngs. For example

Inff. T:"ilg'l*; i*3*3f8*fl:"1
I m -firlng the gun or I shaUbe fi:rlng ilre guoo

lh"y .ru srveeping or they wlJ.Lbe swerE)in€.
'l'le are beating lin or we sha.lLbe beat.i.ng hLm.

Ql Gboo bi piea Ia?
Al Ngl paangalo

Ngl ndewengalo
Ngl ngl Xonangalo
Ngt nyaningalo

Q: fyepeaambel?
Ar I nengalo

f piltngalo
f ngl1lnga1o

Ngl kulel wanalo

Ngl kpanclel wllimalo

[1 kel yilamalo

Mu ngt lewemalo

the swanp

to the swamp
llnn
nnn
nnn
nntl

( for
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?aet Neeatlve Pronouns

llhese are the sarne ae baslc negatlve pronouns.

Ngl1 lLna kpetel hu f am not golng to the Ewanp
Ngll 'kpanrlel wll-lma I an not flrlng the gun

; II pelel bu yllana He le not sweeplng the house
Uul ngl lewaa Tfe are not beatlng hlm

C oglqnct i onal Pronor:ne

lhese pronowrs haVe, in atltlltlon to thelr neanlng, tn.
conJunctlon l*Ul . fhey occux in contructione such aer

Maa .L11 m1a mu 11n1 Allte anct I went
[aa Kaablaa a wa You and learners cme
[aa Jene mla t1 llna He ancl Jeneh are golng
Mua bla mu 1o llet you ancl I renatn
lilua lloctu mla wu m:n1? You and Modlu ate it?

lhe sufflx, -nl ciun be attactiecl to the flrst, second. and
thlrtl person plural con;iunsf,ival pronoung -mllar wua and tla

v (cf. p ).

Uuanl mu gba

truanl rv€ na wle

[1anl te lenb1 People llke theu cannot Ilve
long

lhe tleflnlte markcr -sia can be atteched to wuanl, muanl,
as ln, for exanple3

tluanlela mE mone Peqlle of our olaee cannot
stmggle

Ilarrlsla te tanga rle People I1ke tho cannot eat
cassava

People ljJce us are cllfferent
taSTil:_of your clags cannot
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. Wuanisia wa gbua lnerj-ka People llke you come from
l-o ADerlca

Wtrenl and tieni are variants of wuani and tlanl respeg-
tively, but they never talie the definite pIural marker -sla1
anct they are lnvarlably preced.ed by conjunctlonal pronouns.

Maa tlenl ne Ll They and. I cannot go

Maa wueni nia nu pie ma You ancl I are golng to do lt
Iaa tlenl tl kaanga He axcl they have reacl lt

ProtriUttlve pmnotrne

These are:

ngaa 1et me not
baa - d.o not
aa let Jrin not
maa let us not
waa rlo not
taa -Let them not

Bna luma ngaa 11 .-lonr t let me go v
Bo,a Pls Koo na gaa .l)onrt teach that Peace Corps

lla.a gbua klasi hu Ttont"i; leave the class
, Aa 11 hlncta gbt .[,et ]rim not go ar5rwhere I

Maa huma wle tret us not steal

S3 Pronouns

Ihese are pronouns that alwe'ys occur with the prepo6l-
tI-on, I at which lnvarlably preeed.e s themr Ilence the label,
arpron6uf,s. Bhey never occur as : rb jects. [hey aref

nge
ble

me

you



Nunu yelspe 1o a nge I arn a good person
Yo a bl e Wto are you
Nu nobo 1o a ngle He ls a ctlrty person
Nya longo ble f love/Ilke you

Gbel bl lolongo a tl€f? llW rlo you hate tha?
Pa a tle bel Brln6 tha here

lhe thlrd person slngular €Fpronoun lqgfg referg only to
hunan loonBo Ita varlant fo:m, Jgrefers to rroo-human nouno

and to human nouns lf, the latter has been prarlouely nentloaetl
or the audlence knows the noun lt refers to.

Nya longo Ie I llke lt
Nyapol na nya longo Ia [hat wonan I love her
!1 bl wa Ia G'o antl brlng lt
llahel na, bae la Ia that chlefr dont t tnrst bLu

Poaseeglve Pronoung

'g -

ngte
muq

wue

tle

Poesesslve pronouns arer

nya
bl
ngl

mu

mr
t1

Nya gbayfl nohonge,

Bl lol Id?

her/ehe
we;
you
tha

ny
your
trlE/her/lts
our
your
thelr

W headtle le tllrtY
Ie thls Your chlltl?
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Ngi nj e ya kpaa hu Ills mother has gone to the farr
11 a mu lowoi klsi hu Talce our pumplcln to the kitchen
11 wu welel longa? Have they built your house?
llt lel ya sewesewe Their town ls clean

rf the possessed. noun is p1ural the thlrd person pIural
past pronoun tl occurs between lt and the verb.

Nya yengeb3.elsla ti hawango My wofkere are Iary
81 nyapoisla ti loIe 

ffiV"?*t g1r1 frlencls d.o you

Yu ndengaa t1 waa? IB;ht"* brothers/sleters

Ng1 nj,k;ngaa tl nd,oe lenga IIls cowrt have glven btrth !

&11 possessive pronouns caJr occur wlth Inclar which Deans
I ownl. For example3

Nya nda lavel Io
g bl ncla gowel?

Wu ncla 11 na

lhis is ny own plpe
Where 1s youroun shoe?

Your own ls not there

lilhen a possessive pronoun and nda occuLr wlthout an
overtly e)q)ressed possessecl noun, nda can talce the deflalte
singular and plural markers, -1 and -gla,

Nya nclel ve Glve tite ny ourn

Bl ndelsla wunbu [alce Jrour own

If, however, a noun 1r overtly expressed lt takes the
clefinlte singular anil plural ruarlcorsr

Bl nda nyapoi 11 lonl a b1e 
IBSE g3t ut"t frlend d,oesnrt

Ngl nda huangaa ti nurnungo UJ.s own anima-ls are oa]}
|[1 ti nda beleleLa honae !]rey have seren thelr orn

trouser8
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tlse Pronetug

lhe nae Nge derlves from the contracted, fornspronouns and the lnregtrlar verb, ncle (to say).

9B1s@e C.ogtracteal fou
ngl
bl
1

mu

wu

tl

ndenlLo
n

n

n

n

n

f ealat
you sald
he sald
we galcl

you sald

they said

nge

be
ye
me

TU€

te

of subJect

I sald
you sald
he/she aaldt
we sald.
you sald

theJ' ealal

Ref-Lejgve proLouns

Reflexlveness is e:cpreesecl
Lnnedlately followe the pronoun

Ngl nya yelcpe Donanga
e gbo ta yekpe na
Bi bi yekpe 1o we€na

by the word yekpe ( eelf) whlch
raffect"U: .

I havq wound,ed, nyeelf
He doesnf t help hJ'nse1f
You are decelvlng yourself
You have deetroyed yourself.

eler@
lhe lnterrogatlve pronouns a,re:

ve?
gbe?

Ye nla pee Ia?

Ye 1o ( or yeo)?
Gbe nla b1 yeya?
ebe to (gboo) are JL?

who?

what?

Who 1s at the cloor?

llho ts it?
Yhat is that ln your
Ehat 1r: thid?
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Demonst ratlve Pronouns

There are two demonstrative pronouns - i! (thls) r E (trrat)
anct their plural foms .,i$i? ( these) and *ggg, (those).

Ji me Eat thls
Na will Ihrow that
Jisia vawol Dlsturb 'these

Nasj-a tii gbekpenl [hose'are not good

Na nyandenl Ji na That ls prettier than thls
Jlsla ti wovanl nasia rna llhese are olaler thari those
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4ELectlv-gg

l'dJectlves follow thenoune they quallfyfor example, do ln the followlng sentenceg.

Nunu gbaya ya e nge
llumu gutu nla

as gbaya and gutu,

f a not a strong person
IIe ls a short per,sou

AdJectlves ln the 1anguage lnclude

kuhe

kole
r\Yanu

nVancle

kp ekp e

ndna
no1
klrolu
popo
baba

hawa

noho
ngova
8Ow€sewe

.kPowa
tcI1
baJl
nlnl
nEln
Dona

tal1, long
whlte
ugly
beauty
good, klnd
new

r $reeri
red
11eht
foolish,
rary
dtrty
o1d
cloan
mad

black
yellow
heavy
gwoet

b.ltter

unserLous

wten atJ,ectives occur wlth a defr.n lte and,/or plurar no,-,
H fftfr:""ff !,o" 

n ural markers are surflxecl Jo the adJectlve

N(lopo nyanul ya lhe ueliz child has gone
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PeIe gbitil 1oe
Jo Lo lumbe lu]-elsia mema

Mlta goweisia mawa

Nyaha nlarrdegaa 1o
Nu wovangaa Leke nla tl wanl

Brush the buslr\y road,

Joe is eating the rotten
oranges

Wash the white spoons
llhese are pretty wmen
'O,y oilid, peoptcu carn€r

ie the t-ngolhe nost frequently used, adjectlval form
fo:mt.

nyand engo

nlnango
govango

tellngo

Mahel mananLngo

Nyapol nyantlengo
ivamlr telngo

Th-ls -ngo fom can take
markere.

Kena kutungol hanga

Baa ngengemo hawangol
na go

Nlka llIengolsla gbe

Ihe l-Ir8o forml can also
plural markere.

Masubamo mla a ngle
Nyanublaa kpele tl. gbua
Hawableisla tl ndel mia

To fom the negatlve the

Nyapol il nyanclenl
Ntlornel na ii nohonl
Ngl1 hawanl

beautlfu].

proud., amogant
beautlfu]-
wet

ne/ she/ Lt 1s
1t ls new

lt ls old.
lt is black

The chief is
The rvomarl is
lhe shlrt is

the deflnlte slngular ancl pluraI

'The short man has dletl
Dont t glve that Lary worker

Drlve the angry eower away

take the a;;entive singr8ar antl

He ls, a ,llangeroust person
]let all rrglJr people go out
lhat bef.ongs to the lary peoPle

adjectlves talce the sufflx -n1.

The wcuan 1s not beautiftll,
The sl.j,rt is not tllrty
I an n,ot larl
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lhe Habltual Fo:m

-to/lo ls the habltual tense marker. fte grarnnatlcaL <Us-
trlbutlon ls.not, however, flxed.r lt occurs as a verbal sufflx
when it dlrectly followo a verb and as an lnctepend.ent J.exlcal,
lteu 1n other poeitlons.

Nga nehe melo I eat food.

Nu gbl a mualo E\rerybocly waehee
ilotlu e ylllo wa Mod.u sLeeps a lot
A kpaa Ialo fo gbl He makee a farm evelTr yea^r

NJel a wa a hanl 1o It rains in the ralqy seaaon
Ko1e1 a wa a ngwoe 1o The cold blowe/comee ln the

drxr season

A 11 ngengmel a gentlel 1o He goes to vrork ln the nornlng

Ndopolsla ta Io11 a trpokol [he chlld,ren pIaJ, ln the
1o evenlng

B,he_qtrg.r_e ro-€g

If a tfuture el,ementr ls atldett to the verb to whlch -1o
ls sufflxed, then the verb hag a future reference.

![a nbel n€Io slna We slarl eat the...rlce tomo:row
lfiahel a kpaa ].alo vonu The chlef wllL nalce a fam nert

year

You w111 go tomorrow
I will come today

Ba 111o slna
Nga walo ha
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Lhe._gAB{egsgC-J.g

-g is the progressive marker.

8a 1o lfura
Jene 1o kul-el wama

MaJo 1o kaana
Nja gbli 1o vayana

Relatecl to -E is -na1g which
emphasise and./or strongly confirm a

Ngl ntlol na gbl gbolimalo

Ye i lcpoyqato sange

I nyanimalo

He ls going

Jene is washlng the clothes
Majoe ls reacl.lng lt.
The cloucl is seatterlng

ls sufflxed to a verb to
precent or future actlvity.

Irm clrinking/Irn going to
drink alt the rum

He said he will ftnlsh lt
soon

Her s clestroylng 1t/w111
clestroy lt
You are flLllne/you are
going to f111 it to the brtul

Bl fentlanalo kpa

-Eg arrd Eglg may occur together with the latter usual1y
following the former to express a future activity.

:. Ngl wema 1imalo Itm coning to go/I ghalJ be \'/
golng

lLlfa wana bl lewemalo Alpha vrill be conlng to beat/
.Llpha will be beatlng you

Kano wama vanalo b i na $ffi+";"ui+1J;dfiffi t"

Ngi wama limalo Plc Koo I am corning to go to the
0ilsi tru Peac€ Coryi Offtce/I shal1 be

golng to the Peace CorPs Office
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-EBgLg 1s an'emphatlc perfect ndrker
aphaelse the conpletlon of an aetlvlty.

lhg perfect folm srarkers

Ngl kpolo Janl venilanga
Kgpo nEhE menga

Uldlu lcpoyonga

Bl nyel yelenga?

are the sufflxeE _4gg and

Irve fllled the salt
lleacher has eaten
Modu has flnlehed
Have frlecl the flelf?

1. €. lt le used. to

[1 nyanlngalo
Sltd glasl wolongalo
Abl yalo
I kpaterigalo

[he SLnple Past

[he slmp1e past le narketl by

Itlata kel yletlo
Ple Koolsia ti pelel loilo
li 11n110 sukul hu

lnl varrllo ngl na

[hey have tlesttoyeil
Slta hae broken the
Abi hqe gc4e ' I

He has matlE 1t.

-'lt

gtase

the sufflx -gIIg

Mlatta sweep

lhe Peace Corps bulld ihe houee
lhey went to. the eehool
Anle greetetl hLn



d.efined as

,nhR d,r1ect,

example3 
,

: -,;:.!t tOi i; l'"': ;. '.. ;$'l,.i.r

I .,..; .il;..,* r1.....;.. ., .;:.

verbs lryhlch occur with

?h,j'9Ir 1trlll.?,glt,
' :!t.', . ,'1 .;rr i ' ..1.., :.t';.(::, ,

Sita has threyn ,143 orange
Thev -.\ate, 99.19 llge.griee
T eachcr hae.,,beat9n.rh '

He has $o€,,?.,1ve1-L, _

the verbs wilinga, majlanga, rewenga and bonga axe alr precetled
by objects, and it ean be qee.p !\e!..thglf: dl, but one (najtanga
whlch has an r.uurutable initlal cirir'sonbnt), have mutated tnJ.tlal
consonants. . But in the fqllowing sentences ,-thg ,ygris..have.)....t..,,i :,, .,-i(.!',i..1.J;i.-: .ril;.
unnutated initlal consonants because the ob jecte are not eleresF
sed.. The understood obig.ct 1s the thlrdrqgl,rqllflng$+fi pronoun
tttt:'; 

i, : t)i l.-,,i '.r"..;';,.r,1, -':ir
;. I : .- -; . r"jr--t..:i'1 al.i 1,...i .i.;iI nd.onga.pelei woqa, He has 1;ft ,(1t) be.pnrl the

... ':., ;,.-, : .,._,, hOUSd .'1..: .a. | ' : . \

lhe clrief has clecitlecl/eut(ft)
l'fe tlitl not throw ( ft)
Mamie f111e,a ( lt)

il.r not occur with object;s, as 1n, for
sent €oc @s r

He remained tlre room

I have junperl

[ransitlve Veribe
,i,,1 ', ,.r i i 

,

Transitive verbs cal be
an ,obiect, .ove=t, qT gpvgr!.
preced.es the verb. In, for

Slta lumbel. ryl}i+g?,,
, llt nlel.paj,ia4ga .. .,

Kano ngl lewenga
I nja.lowql p.onga

Mahei t ervenga

Mni pillni
Manl fentlanllo

Intransltlve Vgrb_g

Intransitlve verbs
example, the follow5-ng

I longa lumui hu

Ng1 wlndenga
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_10? F
, . i t, irr

. Some verbs nay or rr\at not occur with nut.ated lnltial corso-
na.ntsr When they occur lvlth unmutated lnltial'consonants they

1.,

behave transitlvely 1.e. the dlreet ob jec'c is und.erstoocl even

1f not overbly presentr. F.urt,.,.{,.h.e"n thgy:'sssur with nutatecl lnitlal
consonants they behave intransltively. In, for exaplei
i...',,. , 'i- ,.; r'.i:;,, l,.'i.:,l . ,.,,.,, ,' r ",.r,.i,;. ,j.i.: ifl :.t.

.(a),,Ngaf,eiabeiLo , .:: ;l,i Ltill'iowtng.l.,t/I ,,sWilg,(1t)

. I tcotolo ji: .','1' ' ) f,e w111 bend (1t) '-,,::'. ',' i'
Kpana potenga Kpanar has turned.'(;1t) ' i :' : ':
Musu pinclenga Mu.su has Junpe0 (1t)

'Nga'vqst'Elo : ., , ,i. I €wlng .:.,,ii 
' s j.,.., i., r.1,;

rl, gotolo .,.,. . He benae/gloep.s .! ,j .

Kpafra wotenga '; . Kpana has tumB{, 
..1r :,:' Mueu wlnd6nga.' Musu has iumpqt, :,:.. !..,i.

' -::'i;t- 
' 

:1"

thp verbs have nutated initial. consona-nts .epfl be-h^eve lJJce, .... ..:r,,Jii . ...

intraneitive,-Mer,bso : . ...i .,") - ., I

'rl ,.i;ii

fhe Irnnerative Fom
-€@-

For the singular irnpera.tlve fdrm onJ.;7 the steo of the verb

is used.. If an ob.iect is unelqli'egsed thrl verb has a nutated

inltial consonaJltt otherwise it has an urmutated inttial conso-

nant. In, example (a) the verbs have mut;ated initial consonantet

because no objects aro present or 1npIieit.

(a) Ie
wa

1i
]-a

But 1n exanple (b)
because the objects

(b) fend,e

njoyo

go up

come

go

Ile d.own

the verbs have unmutat ed lnltla1 congonants

a.re und erstood,.

fi_r-I 1t
senil 1t
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','

ng ngate set lt (trap)
:!

koto " bentl lt
,t

. Verbe of Pasture
,,,,,... 

--.- 

1.i :

I+ heIleh, MaJoe ls sta.odlng refers both to the act and,
'ti I i:l.i

etate of stand.ltrg. In Mende these are express$: <llfferelrtly. e

lhe state is na.*ked by the suffix - gl and the ac? by tlte
suffix -& (cf.'p ' ) ".,, 

,,: ''

.:
Somusu 1o lona Somusu is standlng-(aqt)
Somueu 1o lon1 Smusu ls etancling ( state) r
Nyaa hem.a Irm sltting (act)
Nyaa henl I tm sittlng ('Etate)

, [aa weIenl He is bowlng d,own (state
Iaa rYeltua He is bowlhg down (act)
Ndol 1o lana fhe child.''is'lyi.ng doirt ('Let)
Ntlol 1o lanl Ehe chl1d 1s lylr€ clown (atate)

:t '

F.'
I
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A$r$e

i Adverbs gerierally occur i-n postverbal and 1n1tla1 posltlons.
.

(a) Ll flbflo Go quickly
Baa jla yelen Donrt wa-lk slowly
Wa slahuna Come now

(b) Na 1o ngt 1lni na It ls there I want

. Benclo niar ba p1e na It j.e here you have to tlo lt
Ila 1o i waa '., r It le today he came

It carr be seen from exampr,e (b) that adverbs that occur'1n
inltial posi-tlons are (generalty) aclvertC of place and tlse.

Below 1s a Llst of more ad.verbs.

kaka qulckly
ngaungaun arrogantlyr proud-ly
pancla r cautlouslY, carefullY
lsnbolo slugglshJ-y
IeIe s1owLy

mbe hare
sina tonolrow
sajlge i soon

baba foolishly

I4goPlenes

Id,eophoneB a.re aclverbs,nostly of degree and manner whose

soruld. suggest their meanlng. Very few id.eophones can be satd
to have any Englleh equivaf ents ancl no Englleh translatlon can

give the sound. effect wirj-ch ls one of thelr no6t cllstingulshlng
featureg. Unlike most of the other ad.verbs J-cteophones always

follow their governlng verbs.
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I. ngeyel lewenllo tpe He cut the rope . . .
Fendogo kpa It is absolutely full
Ngl nenga gao f have eateneevezlfthing,/f have

eaten it up

I kpollo gblnyg He tlra;rlc it .. ..
GuJ-ii gutanllo gbuO The tree fell .....

fn the above exarnples ktrle, kpar goor gbinyo and gbup are
id.eophones. Kpe means cutting somethlng with lh"rp lnstrument

in one clear, elean sweept gao doee not only mean eatlng every-
thingr but also eating 1t greetlllyl gblnyo ls the souncl prod,uced,

by forclng a funp of foocl tlrrough the throat arrd gbuX ls the
faL11ng sound. of, ssJr a big treer

Here are some more id.eophonesS

claup

gbeleinj
polong
gba

verlr brlght
sound lilce that of a be].l,

far, very far
widely ( open)

-rclErgg.g- lv-g__&_v-qs

n!/mldo whefe
mlgbe when

loIe hoq
gbel ntry

Mt/ninclo nla bi 1lma na? lftrere a.re you golng3

illfo" mla bl wanL n.tollol i1 :Hfi_# you come to ttrte

IoIe nla bi menl How many &[cl you eat?
Gbei bl ngt hoonl? ; WW d1d you stone hJ-d?
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P gslppsltlons and Prep ositlons

PostposJ-tlons generally oceur after nouns, pronouns, nornlnal
phrases and. verbs, whereas prepositlons occur before them.

; Postposltlggs
In the followiug sample sentences 'uhe postposltlons oceur 1n

o final positioni vls-a-vis after nouns and pronorlsr

Selel la tebll ma

Taa pee woma

Nda nya gulo
Too ngi yalcana

Here are some more postposltionsr

Put the banana on the table
It is behlnd the house
Put lt lnfront of me

Pl-ace,/sta.nd 1t bY hls slde

nea.r

inuide
tor
at
1n, into, under
for:
c e'l 1ysgn,

between, among

l!, irr, from
1u, from, to

gblanga

lcohu

mahu

nd.a

mbu

wE

ncluahu
nd.la
nga
hu

BJ and hq ilesenre specla-l atter,tlon because they' have geveral

seoantic equiva.lents in English, del.encling on ihe context in which
tircy occurr For exarnpler

( a) [Ia 1o kpaa hu t hey are ln the f arm

Sao gbuaa lcpaa hu 1o i.l.,.o has eome from the fa:m
Mu 11 kpaa hu I et us go t o the fa:m

show that ,4g is roughly equivalent to tlnt, rfromr ancl rtor depen-

ding orr STarrrmatlcal context.
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(U) Nya nyahel 1o pelel bu My wife 1s in the house
Baa lt Ia pelel bu Dontt take 1t into the house
Ngl gbe pelel bu Drlfe hi-n fron the house
Kalil Io gberubel bu fhe snake Ls under the boarcl

It can be seen that Ht can mea.n ,irrr, tlntorr.rfromt and
und.er depencllng, of course, on gr€unmatlcal conte:ct.

Preposltlons

---r.

ftr1y two prepoeitlons are known - I at whlch rouglrly means
rwitht a-nal kelelce whlch means I exceptt. - Of the two tar hae a

much rirlcler tlistrlbution. y
(a) tt is used, instnrnentally

(b) it introd.uces the object after certal-n verbs

[1 wanllo a mehe they brought the food

I linllo a ngi navoe He went rvlth hJ.s money

(c) i't introd.uces cle,':endent verbs

I gbenilo a piela He stopped. tloing it
I totonga a woola He has startecl crying
Gbe a yeela Stop laughlng

(d) lt lntroduces r4-p1-.onourt (cf. p. 90 )

ME a loko
llewe a nbowei
Ndala a kpaya

T11 lonl a bie
Baa Ia a ngie
Nya longo a tle

Eat vrith hand

Cut it wlth the knlfe
Draw it wlth strength

They clonr t like You
Donrt belleve hln
I llke them
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Kel-eke occurs ln sentences such as the followlngl

{u lcpele mu 11n11o keleke We al). went except John
Jon

Nge pie keleke bl nya patva I cantt do it except you
pay me

I[e-{getlve Fgff

There are two negative pae'ticles ya and 11 ( cf. p. 10? ),
and they occur j-n structures such asi

I

(a) Kenya 11 llni suku Uncle arorrltl go to echooL
Ntlopol i1 nyanunl The chlItl is not ugly
Ngl1 nb€l n€nL I d.ld not eat the rice
Jurobu il nya na I d.onr t have sin
Ittlbogbel 11 hotrnl [he cutlass 1s not sharp

It can be seen that ii precedes the verb lt occurs wlth

ag i-s norrnally follovred by the prepositlon g wlth whlch lt
can be contracted. to form y-q,. .)

Nu yekpe yaa nge Irrn not a good. person
Nu nyanu yaa tle They are not bacl people
I yaa lvani Ie Ile hasnr t come yet

Humamo yaa Jo I Joe le not a thlef

Ile Particles-l-g.-U1a r14.1J-e I I

llthough these particles have some grairunatlc&l distribution
in cmtron they nevertheles;; have lndlrriduaJ- characterj-stlcs.
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' 1.' &rphatic Tunction

One of the functions of these particles is to positlvely
emphasise. In the fol]olving'sentences, for exartpLe, the subjects
are ernphasised by these particles.

Nya 1e ngi pieni I dicl it (nya enphasised)
Ye mia wanga It is mother who has come

(y" ernphasised.)

Jo l-o lvani It vras Joe. who carne (Jo
ernphasisetl)

I'e ls more emphatic and has a. slightly different semantic

implicatj.ons, Mia suggests clistance away from the speaker
lvhilst 19 nearness. le rlocs not sug,3est either but it connotes
stronger emphasis than the others. In tte foll-owi-ng sentences
mia and lo can fol-low ye a.nd.nya, but Ie is preferrett because
'i;he speaker wj-shes to give an crnphatic resnonse that cannot be

o)q)re6sed by 1o and mia.

Ye mia wanga? Is it mother that has comd?

M, ta Je Ycs, it is sire

Y9 pelei l-a? tltro is at the door?

Nya le I

I,c occurs rivlth stative verbs to em'ilr.r.sise them. The rll
iS, howevc,:r, norma-lly ef i led ancl the tvuo r,vords contracted..

Nyanclegoe (for nfar,lengo le) She is beautiful
Kutungoe (for kutturgo Ie) It is shoft
Kowengoe (for kowcngo 1e) It is vrhite

3P.4*llse&ed FogII'::

Red,uplication affec';e verbs, adjectives anrd noung.
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Verbs

Verbs are redupllcated ln order to lntenslfy for lntllcate
rryea^fed actlon. Redupllcatedl verbs have the same granmatlcal
dletrlbutlon as thelr slngLe forms and their seooncl part has
the sane l.rj.tla1 congonant.

some ad.Jectlves are reduplicated. as lntenelfying devlca.

Slncle Sorse
--c-

tewe cut
nbla tear
pote turn
faya scatter
plll throrv

Redunl_l,cated, EormE

tewetewe
nblanbla
pot epot e

fayafatrra
p1L1p111

Reclupllcat etl Soms

nyand,enyancle

nohonoho
nyanunJrarnu

ngllangl1a
stawasawa

puupuu

feLefele

fluflo
bJ-exblei
yelenyelan

beautifr.r-L

cllrty
ugry

Numerals
r-f 

--

ngila
sawa
puu

fele

Adverbs

----.flo
ble
yqlen

(cf. )

one

three
ten
two

qulckly

sIowly


