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The Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft Act, 1974 Short title.

Being an Act to make previsions with the view to ratification on behalf

of Sierra Leone of, a2nd to give effect to, the Convention for the

Suppression of Untawful Seizure of Alircraft signed at The Hague
on 16th December, 1970

[2nd May, [974.] Commence-
ment.

BE 1T ENACTED by the President and Members of Parliament in
this present Parliament assembled, as follows:—
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;{N;v; o 1. (1) Any person who within Sierra Leone or abroad uplaw
avrgl » 1 - . . . . .
seirare of fully. by force or threat thereof, or by anv cther form of mtimidation,
aircraft. seizes, or exercises control of, an aircraft in flight shall be guiity of

the offerce of unlawful seizare of aircraft and shall be liable on
conviction to imprisonment for life.

Local juris- (2} Where an offence punishable under subsection (1) bas
glf%‘r]ﬂgzgﬁre been committed outside Sierra Leone by a person who is found in
itted " any part of Sierra Jeone, the offence shall be deemed tc have been
abroad. committed in that part of Sierra Leone and proceedings in respect
thereof may be brought in any court in Sierra Leone which would
have jurisdiction if the offence had been committed in that part of

Sierra Leone for which the court acts:

Providad that for the purpose of extradition, the offence shall
be treated as if it had been committed not only in the place in which
it occurred but also in territories of—

(a) the State of registration of the aircraft involved,

(b the State in which the said aircraft has landed with the
alleged offender on board; and .

(c) the State in which the lessee, if any, of the aircraft
involved. has his principal place of business, or. if he
has no <uch place of business, his permanent residence,
provided the aircraft had been leased without crew.

When sub- (3) Subsection (1) shall not apply, if—

section (1) . . . . .
not applica- (a) the aircraft is used in mibtary, customs oOr police
ble. service, or

(£ both the place of take-off and the place of landing
sre in the territory of the State in which the aircraft
is registered.

Interpreta- (4) For the purposes of this section the period during which
tion. an aircraft is in flight shall be deemed to inclu e any perioa from

the morr.ent when all its external doors are closed follow ng embarka-
vion until the moment when any such door Is opened for disem-
harkation. and, in the case of a forced landing, any period until
the competent authorities take over responsibility for the aircraft
and for persons and property on board.

(5) For the purposes of this section the territorial waters of
any State shall be treated as part of its territory.

(6) In this section ** military service  includes naval and air
force service.
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2. Where proceedings in respect of an offence vunishable Jurisdiction

under section 1 are brought in a court in Sierra Leone that court o”f rggﬁl’:rct
i

shail 2iso have jurisdiction with respsct to any other act of violence g&ences.
agzinst passengers or crew of the aircraft committed in connection
with the said offepce:

Provided that any such act, if it has or had been committed
in any part of Sierra Leone. is an offence under the laws of Sierra
Leone ‘

3. Where there is reason to believe that an offence punishabie Powers of
under section ! has bezen committed— Attorney-,
General
where offen

(1) with respect 10 an aircraft recistered in a Siate other than .
~ 13 commuitte

Sierra Leone, and

(i) by a person who is found in Sierra Leone,
the Auorpey-General shall cause—

{a) such measures, including custody, to be taken so
as to ensure the presence of that person:
Provided that anv such measure will only
ke continued for such time as it 1s necessary 1o
enable any criminal or extradition proceedings
to be instituted;:

(b) a preliminary inquiry to be made into the cir-
cunmstances of the alleged offence;

(¢) that person to be assisted in communicating
) . t,. . . =
immediately with the nearest apPropriate repre-

sentative of the State of which be is a national;

(d) the detention, if any. of that person and the reasons
thereof, be notified immediately 1o the States
specified in subsection (2) of section 1 and, if he
considers it advisable, to any other interested
State;

(e) the findings of the preliminary inquiry mentione
in sub-paragraph (), and any decision as to whether
he intends to bring proceedings in a court in
Sierra Leons to be promptly reported to the States
mmentioned in the preceding paragraph.

4. Where a person who has committed outside Sierra Leone Where of-
ar offence punishable urder section 1 is found in Sierra Ledne and is fender is
not extradited, the Attornev-General shall decide on whether or not o Lo
to bring criminal proceedings against him. in the same manner as in .
the case of any ordinary offence of a serious nature under the Laws
of Sierra Leone.
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5. (1) Subject to the provisions of anv hilat
treaty in force between Sierra Leone and the requemnv States, the
Attorney-General shall accord the greatest measure of assistance,
in accordanu with the Laws of Sierra Leone, to the competent

suthorities of a State in ccnnection with criminal proceedings
brought by them in respect to an act which. if committed in Sierra
Leore, would be an offence punishable under section 1.

teral or muitilatera!l

(2) Where an offence punishable under section 1 has been
committed in Sierra Leone, the Attorney-Generzl shall report to
the Council of the International Civil Aviation Organisation as
promptly as possible any relevant information in his possession
concerning—

(a) the circumstance of the offence;

(b) any action tzken in accordance with section 4:

(c) any measure taken against the alleged offender; and,

TN
(3}

the re%ults of anv extradition proceedings or other
legal proceedings. as the case mayv be.

6. If the Director of Civil Aviation has Wasonabie grounds
to believe that an oimrc within tHe meaning of section | has been
committed or is about to be committed, he shall, in consultation
with the Minister of Transport and CommumcatmnS take all
appropriate measures with the view

(a) to restore control of the aircraft to its lawful com-
- mander or preserve his control! thereof; and

hy

if the aircraft lands in Sierra Leone, to facilitate the
continuatio& of the journey of the passengers and

rew as soon 4s prao*iCab’e and to return without
d lay the aircraft and its cargo to the persons law-
fully entitled to possession.

(b)

7. (1) Except as otherwise provided in any treaty in force
between Sierra Leone and the requesting State, a person alleged
to heve committed an act which, if committed in Sierra Leone
would be an offence under section I, shall be extradited to the
requesting State if the latter grants reciprocity.

(2) Any offence punishable under section 2 shall be deemed
to be included in the list of extraditable offences contained in the
Fourth Schedule to the Extradition Act, 1962.
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ment this Srh dav of March, in the vear of our Lord
sne thousand nine hundred and seventv-four,

M. MUNU,
Acting Clerk of Parliament.

Tais PRINTED IMPRESSION has been carefully compared by me with the
Bill which has passed Parliament and found by me to be a true and correcty
printed copy of the said Bill.

M. MUNU,

Acting Clerk of Parliament.



