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News Archives

30 April 1999: Information Minister Dr. Julius Spencer, in a BBC Network Africa
interview conducted Thursday night and broadcast on Friday, said the
government was following "with keen interest" the RUF's internal consultations
in Lomé, Togo. "We want to hear what they have to say, but the important thing
Is that we need to have some concrete proposals coming from them and a
consensus amongst them, so we don’t have to be dealing with different issues
and starting and stopping,” he said. "We want this time that whatever we end up
with is going to give us permanent and lasting peace." Spencer said the
government had not reacted to the RUF's offer of a cease-fire because the it
had not received any such proposal. "We’'ve heard some statements being
made," he said, adding: "If they’re going to make a proposal for a cease-fire, it
has to be a comprehensive proposal.” Referring to military action by pro-
government forces along the Freetown-Masiaka stretch of highway, Spencer
referred to the government's twin-track approach of military activity and
dialogue. "The road has to be cleared," he said. "Certain parts of the country
have been inaccessible. People are going without food, etc. and we cannot
simply allow that to continue. So it is that action that's going on, to make sure
that the people of this country can have access to food and other necessities of
life, and they can live in sort of relative peace and quiet." Spencer denied that
the current military action was designed to send a signal to RUF leaders
deliberating in Togo. "Well it is not specifically aimed at sending any particular
message to them," he said. "I believe by now they are aware that government is
serious and sincere in its commitment to a lasting peace for this country. But
also, that government is also committed to doing the best it can to ensure that
the people of this country can live in peace." He said the government was in the
process of forming a delegation to negotiate with the rebels which would be
prepared to leave for Togo "as soon as we get word from the rebels that this is
what they want to negotiate based on." Spencer added that if the RUF's internal
consultations resulted in "in some consensus and it's reasonable," the
government would send a delegation quickly "and we would hope that in a few
weeks time we should have some sort of peace agreement."

Canada, through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), has
pledged an additional $1.5 million to aid victims of armed conflict in Sierra
Leone, Minister of International Cooperation Diane Marleau announced on
Thursday. "Thousands of civilians have been displaced by the armed conflict in
Sierra Leone, and many have suffered atrocities at the hands of the rebels,"
Marleau said. "Canadians are deeply concerned by the situation, and we feel it
is important to make sure the victims' basic needs are met." The humanitarian
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assistance will be channeled through the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC), Doctors without Borders, World Vision, and local non-
governmental organisations, and will be used both to provide emergency health
care and shelter for displaced persons and to assist in reintegrating child
soldiers into society. This latest Canadian assistance brings to $3.8 million
assistance contributed by CIDA since December 1998 to help those affected by
the Sierra Leone crisis. Most of the earlier support was provided to the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to help care for thousands
of refugees fleeing violence in Sierra Leone.

A statement issued on Friday by ECOMOG spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel
Chris Olukolade, as reported by BBC Freetown correspondent Winston Ojukutu-
Macaulay, said ECOMOG troops of the brigade operating Masiaka were now
conducting "a thorough mop-up exercise as well as cordon-and-search of the
area," while a second ECOMOG brigade was advancing "to other locations in
their assigned axis." Said Ojukutu-Macaulay: "With the arrival of two new
helicopter gunships a few ago, and the news of the capture and liberation of
Newton, Songo, Sumbuya, and Masiaka, ECOMOG forces and their allies are
now working on dominating the entire Freetown-Masiaka highway, to keep it
completely free of rebel activities." The statement said the ECOMOG High
Command was pleased with the capture of Masiaka, which it saw as "a prelude
to the eventual linkup of the Kenema-Bo axis towards restoring normal
movement of goods and services to those areas which have been cut off by the
rebels for more than six months now," according to Ojukutu-Macaulay. The
ECOMOG statement also claimed that some of the rebels had thrown away
their weapons, while those with uniforms had changed to civilian clothes to
blend into civil society rather than surrender. ECOMOG warned that those who
did so might be caught in the cross-fire and refused prisoners of war status. "I
understand that a number of those who were caught by ECOMOG in the
process are being interrogated," Ojukutu-Macaulay said. "During the
interrogation, some of them are denying their commitment to the rebel
movement, claiming that they were abducted by the RUF." He added that,
according to Olukolade, the Freetown-Masiaka highway was not yet open to
civilian vehicular traffic.

29 April: ECOMOG troops and Kamajor militiamen, backed by tanks and fighter
jets, captured Masiaka from rebel forces on Thursday, according to ECOMOG
spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel Chris Olukolade. "The battle for Masiaka was
fierce, but we overran their positions and have taken firm control of the town,
and we are now mopping up the rebels outside the town and establishing
defences in and around the town," Olukolade said. Reuters quoted a "senior
presidential aide" as saying that with the capture of Masiaka, the highway
leading to Sierra Leone's provincial capitals could be reopened and shipment of
food and fuel supplies to the interior could resume. "Masiaka was one of the
rebels’ biggest bases in the country. Its recapture will put more pressure on
them to talk peace sincerely," he said. Masiaka had been under rebel control
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since its capture from Guinean ECOMOG troops in December.

The Sierra Leone News Agency (SLENA) quoted the RUF spokesman and legal
representative Omrie Golley Thursday as saying that the question of power
sharing was premature as far as the RUF's internal consultations were
concerned. Golley was quoted as saying that the RUF was currently
preoccupied with its cease-fire proposal, and was awaiting the government's
response. He said the withdrawal of ECOMOG troops was not a precondition to
establishing a truce, but that the belligerent forces would have to remain in the
positions they currently occupy.

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Mary Robinson has
condemned "in the strongest possible terms" ongoing atrocities in Sierra Leone,
and has called on all parties to respect international humanitarian law. Robinson
said Thursday she had been following with deep distress reports of grave
human rights violations, particularly by rebel forces. She expressed her support
for the current peace process in Lomé, and called on the parties to the conflict
to redouble their efforts to secure an agreement to end the war in Sierra Leone
which would lay a foundation for peace and respect for human rights. Robinson
plans to visit Sierra Leone in June.

28 April: ECOMOG soldiers and Kamajor militiamen shelled rebel positions at
Masiaka on Wednesday, with one senior ECOMOG officer predicting that the
fall of the town was imminent. "The rebels are fighting us fiercely for the town
with heavy machine guns and rocket-propelled grenades," he said. "We reached
the gates of the town yesterday, and since then the small arms battle and
artillery exchanges for the town have intensified." Presidential spokesman
Septimus Kaikai said that the government wanted a negotiated settlement with
the rebels, but would continue to use military force until a peace deal was
reached. "The government is implementing a dual track approach,” Kaikai said.
"We will continue dialogue with the rebels, but at the same time we will continue
to fight them to clear them from strategic positions in the country until a peace
agreement is reached with them."

United Nations Special Envoy to Sierra Leone Francis Okelo called Wednesday
for a cease-fire in Sierra Leone to facilitate the peace talks. "To give a chance to
the talks to succeed, we think we should create a climate of confidence. This
climate can be created by stopping hostilities, during which no side should
launch an offensive against the other,” Okelo said following a meeting with
Togolese President Gnassingbe Eyadema. Meanwhile, RUF leader Corporal
Foday Sankoh said his field commanders had backed comprehensive talks
aimed at ending Sierra Leone's civil war. Sankoh expressed disappointment that
the Sierra Leone government had not responded to his offer of a truce. "My
delegation here is ready to negotiate," Sankoh said at the formal opening of the
RUF's internal consultations. He said the commanders gathered in Lomé, Togo
were "representatives of all our brigades."
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RUF spokesman and legal representative Omrie Golley said the rebel group
had not received a response to its cease-fire offer from President Kabbah. The
only response the RUF had received, he said, was a faxed copy of Kabbah's
Independence Day speech, in which he challenged the RUF to contest elections
in 16 months. "We are very disappointed about what he had to say," Golley
said. "In fact we are about to come to the conclusion that he is not interested in
peace at all." He added that he had spoken to Kabbah by telephone on Sunday
and informed him of the RUF's offer. Golley said the field commanders were in
agreement on the cease-fire and on a peace plan. He said the commanders
were satisfied that Sankoh, who has been imprisoned for the past two years,
was not put under undue pressure by the government to agree to a peace deal.
"There's no doubt in their minds that he is the undisputed leader," Golley said.
"There is absolutely no doubt in their minds, from what | can see, that he is the
same man they used to know."

The Sierra Leone government has purchased two helicopter gunships from
Ukraine, ostensibly to defend the country against external aggression. "l am
very delighted that the helicopter gunships are now with us, to build up our
defences and to combat the ongoing war," President Kabbah said in an
Independence Day ceremony to commission the helicopters on Tuesday.
Dressed in combat fatigues, Kabbah said the gunships, which arrived in Sierra
Leone on Saturday, were "to warn those interfering in the sovereignty of our
country that we are now preparing for any external aggressors." The Concord
Times newspaper described the helicopters as armour-plated M1-24V gunships,
capable of firing 4,500 rounds of ammunition a minute. "A particular bomb has
the capacity to eliminate any living thing within 200 meters radius. It has high
visibility potential capable of detecting the enemy several miles away," the
Concord Times reported.

Rebel forces have reportedly attacked Yele in an attempt to wrest control of the
town from Kamajor forces who captured Matotoka and the Pampana Bridge in
Tonkolili District at the weekend, BBC Bo correspondent Prince Brima said on
Wednesday. "According to Yele residents who fled the fighting and who arrived
in Bo this morning, the RUF troops bypassed Kamajor positions at Matotoka
town and attacked Yele town as the residents slept,” Brima said. "Houses were
set ablaze while women and children, mostly the displaced who tried to flee to
nearby bushes, were gunned down." He said fierce fighting for control of Yele
was continuing, adding that over 30 people had been killed in the rebel attack.
The Rome-based Missionary Services News Agency (MISNA), citing
"independent sources," subsequently put the death toll at "several dozen."

Two Nigerian ECOMOG soldiers who escaped from the rebels said they had
been treated badly while in captivity. The two, who were captured in January
during the rebel attack on Freetown, spoke from their hospital beds to Nigerian
television, and were quoted Wednesday by Radio Kudirat International. One of
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the soldiers said he had been tied throughout his detention. He also asserted
that the rebels possessed a list of loyalist Sierra Leonean soldiers who went
over to ECOMOG when the force ousted the junta in February 1998. The two
soldiers said rebel forces in Sierra Leone were holding at least 200 Nigerian
ECOMOG soldiers.

Rebels reportedly attacked a ferry at Maboli on Friday, killing nine traders and
maiming eleven, Reuters reported on Wednesday.

27 April: In a speech to mark Sierra Leonean Independence Day, President
Kabbah told the nation Tuesday that coups, counter-coups and the country's
civil war had "taken a heavy toll on all aspects of life in this country." He called
on the RUF to renounce violence and to contest elections next year. After what
he called "eight years of sheer terror," the RUF and its allies had failed to win
"the most important prerequisite for governance, namely, the will of the people,"”
Kabbah said. "Our message to the RUF rebels...is that if indeed they are
genuinely interested in peace, if indeed they want to rule, or if they want political
power in any proportion, they must first secure the will of the people of Sierra
Leone," he said. "Let them abandon the idea of seizing it by force of arms.
Instead of holding the rest of the country hostage and demanding power, they
should try to earn it, peacefully, through the ballot box. As the leaders of the
RUF are aware, even some of their staunch supporters have come to realize
that when all is said and done, the ballot box is still the only way of gaining
legitimacy for democratic governance...Today, on the anniversary of our
independence, we challenge the RUF rebels to renounce violence and terror.
We challenge them to meet us at the polling booths in less than sixteen months’
time. They can now start preparing for the electoral process." Kabbah appeared
to rule out any power-sharing arrangement with the RUF in advance of national
elections. "It is unfortunate that some of our friends who are great defenders of
democracy, some of those who pledge allegiance to uphold their constitution as
the supreme law of their respective nations, now expect us to violate the
provisions of our own democratic constitution and make arbitrary changes of
accommodation without the consent of our people,” Kabbah said. "This will
clearly be a prescription for future chaos and instability in our country; a
situation which the people of Sierra Leone will not tolerate.” He added that if
Sierra Leone found it necessary to make substantive changes to the
constitution, "we will, as in other democracies, do so only with the consent of our
people, and in accordance with the relevant provisions for amending that
supreme document of state." Kabbah also told the nation that the government
had decided, when conditions permit, to set up an independent Human Rights
Commission. "Operating as a quasi judicial body, the Commission will be
empowered to hear complaints and investigate allegations of human rights
violations," Kabbah said. "It will also devise further recourse procedures and
relief for victims of such violations. Since the most vulnerable victims of human
rights abuses have been women and children, the new Human Rights
Commission will have two specialized committees with responsibility for
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developing, on the basis of the constitution, standards for the protection of their
rights against violations by individuals or groups."

RUF leaders continued a second day of internal consultations in Lomé, Togo on
Tuesday. The Agence-France Presse (AFP) described the talks as "informal
discussions" between RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh and 19 RUF
members. RUF spokesman and legal representative Omrie Golley said the rebel
leaders had not yet received a response from the Sierra Leone government on
their proposal for an immediate cease-fire. "We are still waiting to hear from the
government as to what their response is to our cease-fire offer. We want an
indication or demonstration of their own desire,” Golley said. He added that
once the government had agreed to a truce, the two sides would sit down to
work out how it should be implemented. "The next stage is for us to go jointly to
the United Nations, the Organisation of African Unity and ECOWAS to decide
on ceasefire monitors and verification mechanism," he said. Golley sidestepped
a question as to whether the cease-fire offer had been prompted by increased
military pressure by pro-government troops along the Freetown - Masiaka
highway. "We are trying as a movement to move away from who is intensifying
where. What we are interested in is peace," he said. Togolese Foreign Minister
confirmed that the Sierra Leone government had not yet responded to the
RUF's cease-fire offer. "We are in regular contact with Freetown, but so far we
have had no official reaction to the cease-fire proposal,” he said.

According to a list published by the Sierra Leone News Agency (SLENA), the
RUF delegation in Lomé, Togo includes S.Y.B. Rogers, Brigadier Mike Lamin,
Colonel Lawrence S. Wormandia, Colonel Rashid Sandi, Lieutenant-Colonel
Idrissa Kamara, Major Agnes Finnoh, Major Amara Vandi Jr., Major Rashid
Foday, Major S.S. Williams, Major Ernest Ngegba, Major M. Jalloh, Captain
Alex Williams, Major Morie Gibao, and Lieutenant Aruna Dauda Finnie.

In a BBC Network Africa interview recorded Monday night and broadcast on
Tuesday, Golley repeated the RUF offer of a truce, and said that the RUF was
prepared "as soon as the government and ECOMOG is, to enter into a cease-
fire agreement, but we want to know their position on this." He said the RUF
was expecting a declaration of intent from the Sierra Leone government that it
was prepared to enter into a cease-fire agreement with the rebels. Dismissing a
suggestion that the RUF declare a unilateral cease-fire, Golley said, "There are
many aspects of entering into a cease-fire. You don't just simply declare a
cease-fire without knowing the intentions of the other side.” Golley also
downplayed the absence of former AFRC Chairman Johnny Paul Koroma and
RUF commander Sam "Maskita" Bockarie from the RUF internal consultations in
Lomeé, Togo. "They may not be present here at this particular moment in time,
but that does not mean that they are not going to be present in the ensuing ten
days," he said. "You can be sure that the people that are here at the moment,
representing the movement, have the mandate of all the areas under RUF
control in our country. So, whether or not General Sam Bockarie, or Lieutenant-
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Colonel Johnny Paul Koroma are here or not, the people that are actually on the
ground here in Lomé at the moment have the mandate to discuss lasting and
sustainable peace." Golley rejected any suggestion of a rift within the rebel
movement. "Our movement is very strong, it's very unified, and you can be sure
that the military commanders in the field are in touch with one another almost on
an hourly basis," Golley said. "So, you know, | really don't want to hear about
this talk of splits." He added that the timing of a cease-fire was now in the hands
of the Sierra Leone government. "If they come now and respond to our
manifestation of an intent to enter into agreement for a cease-fire, which could
be done within hours or even minutes, | think that you would find that we would
respond ourselves favourably."

President Kabbah has ordered the release from prison of some 14 persons
serving various offences, and has revoked expulsion orders on three persons,
including two Lebanese nationals and U.S. citizen Roger Crooks. Crooks, who
reportedly has extensive business interests in Sierra Leone which include the
Mammy Yoko Hotel, was expelled in June 1998 after it was alleged he had
engaged in arms trafficking. The Attorney-General's office also released more
than 30 detainees who were being investigated for involvement in the May 1997
coup.

Kamajor militiamen said Tuesday they had captured Matotoka on the Makeni -
Kono highway and the Pampana Bridge in Tonkolili District in fighting over the
weekend, BBC Bo correspondent Prince Brima reported on Tuesday. The report
was based on an account by a resident who fled the area, and claims by the
Kamajor Director of Operations, Mohamed Mansaray. "(Mansaray), speaking
with me at the 26th ECOMOG Brigade in Bo this morning, on his part claimed
that they inflicted heavy casualties on the rebels,” Brima said. "He said six
vehicles, ammunition, including an anti-aircraft gun mounted on a four-wheel
drive, and 60-millimeter motor bomb were captured from the fleeing rebels.
Apart from those that arrived in Bo, | understand that hundreds of people who
also fled from Matotoka are now taking refuge in Yele Town in the Tonkolili
District."

26 April: RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh said Monday the RUF was
prepared to declare an immediate cease-fire if the Sierra Leone government
would reciprocate. "We are ready for any cease-fire, be it temporal or
permanent,” Sankoh said after he and his commanders met with Togolese
President Gnassingbe Eyadema. "The field commanders, if possible, will
declare a cease-fire by today or tomorrow." Sankoh said he had asked
Eyadema "to convince the government of Sierra Leone and (pro-government)
troops to respond to any cease-fire declared by RUF." RUF spokesman and
legal representative Omrie Golley said implementation of a cease-fire was
conditional on reciprocation by the Sierra Leone government and the
establishment of a truce verification mechanism. "This is a declaration of intent,
a declaration of our readiness to declare a cease-fire when all the relevant
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modalities have been put in place,” Golley said. "As soon as we get a positive
response from the other side we'll declare a cease-fire, even tonight.”
Meanwhile, ECOMOG sources in Freetown said several thousand ECOMOG
troops and Kamajor militiamen, backed by tanks and fighter planes, had
advanced to within ten miles of Masiaka. Rebel forces have reportedly planted
land mines and dug trenches across the highway to slow the ECOMOG
advance. "The rebels are fighting us fiercely and ambushing our vehicles, but
we are pounding them with howitzers," a senior ECOMOG commander said.
"Scores of rebels have died in this campaign to recapture Masiaka and open the
country's main highway." He added that several Kamajors had been killed by
mines.

According to the BBC, talks between Sankoh and his commanders got
underway in Lomé on Monday. "(Sankoh) unambiguously and categorically
stated that talks with his men, that international consultations will begin with his
men from the bush immediately today in order to arrive at a consensus position
and in order to produce a document that will contain a shopping list of the
proposals and the grievances of the RUF organization,” the report said.
Togolese Foreign Minister Kokou Koffigoh was quoted as saying the RUF was
asking for at least ten days in which to hold internal consultations.

Police in Freetown have cracked down on the currency black market, arresting
more than 100 illegal currency traders over the weekend. "We have locked them
up in police cells and we will be taking them to court," a senior police officer
said. "We have been ordered by the government to bust the black market once
and for all." Central Bank officials have blamed illegal money traders for a
shortage of foreign exchange. "The Central Bank and the commercial banks
have again run short of dollars and sterling and cannot now provide them to
depositors who have foreign exchange accounts with them," an official said.
Witnesses quoted by Reuters said the police seized tens of thousands of dollars
during the sweep. It added that the Lumley Street and Sweissy black markets
were deserted on Monday. The Central Bank exchange rate against the dollar
on Monday was Le 1,577.44/1,609.02 (bought/sold). Commercial banks offered
a rate of Le 1,900/2,000 while black market traders buy at Le 2,200 and sell at a
rate of Le 2,250.

25 April: The United Nations flew a second group of rebel commanders to Togo
on Sunday for consultations with RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh. Missing
from the delegation, however, were former AFRC Chairman Johnny Paul
Koroma and RUF commander Sam "Maskita" Bockarie, who are second and
third in the RUF hierarchy, respectively. Sankoh dismissed speculation of a rift
in the organisation. "Whether Sam Bockarie or Johnny Paul Koroma are here
does not matter. They are here in spirit and we'll go ahead with our talks to
show that we are serious about peace," Sankoh said. Leading the group which
arrived on Sunday was Brigadier Mike Lamin. Sankoh also introduced as his
"political adviser" Daniel Kallon, said to be a funding member of the RUF. RUF
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spokesman and legal representative Omrie Golley said Koroma and Bockarie
had been delayed for security reasons, but that they were still expected. He
added that attacks by ECOMOG could force the commanders to cut short their
consultations with Sankoh. "If you are a frontline commander ... coming for
peace talks and your position comes under attack, you cannot continue the
talks," he added.

The European Union has pledged to provide humanitarian aid worth $5.2 million
for Sierra Leonean refugees and internally displaced persons, the Pan African
News Agency (PANA) reported on Sunday. The aid is primarily directed toward
the areas of health, water sanitation, and nutrition. The funds will also be used
to relocate Sierra Leonean refugees away from the Sierra Leone - Guinea
border, and to establish two new camps for these refugees. According to figures
published by PANA, there are now estimated to be 450,000 Sierra Leonean
refugees — 300,000 of them in Guinea — and 500,000 internally-displaced
persons within Sierra Leone, including 150,000 in Freetown, 30,000 at Lungi,
14,000 at Blama, 55,000 at Kenema, 17,000 at Kambia, 4,000 in Bo, and
18,000 in Shenge. 250,000 Freetown residents were also rendered homeless by
the rebel attack on Freetown in January.

24 April: According to initial reports, seven rebel commanders arrived in Lomé,
Togo on a United Nations plane Saturday and immediately entered into
consultations with RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh. Reuters later reported
that the first group included only two commanders: Solomon "Pa" Rogers, the
chairman of the RUF's war council, and Colonel Idrissa Kamara. The rest,
Reuters reported, were teenagers and an unidentified woman. They were met at
the military wing of Lomé Airport by Togolese Foreign Minister Kokou Koffigoh
and driven to the hotel where Sankoh is staying. "Sankoh was naturally
delighted to see them. First he is getting briefed on the situation in the rebel-
held areas," said RUF spokesman and legal representative Omrie Golley. A
second group of seven commanders, including RUF commander Sam "Maskita"
Bockarie and former AFRC Chairman Johnny Paul Koroma, was expected to
arrive in Lomé on Sunday. Golley said their arrival might now be delayed due to
security concerns. "They probably won't come tomorrow, and may not come on
a U.N. flight,” Golley said. He added that the RUF's concerns resulted from
increased military activity by the ECOMOG force.

According to a list provided by the National Independent Neutral Journalists
Association of Sierra Leone (the NINJAS), the seven commanders who arrived
on Saturday were Solomon Y.B. Rogers (Chairman, People's Peace Council),
Major-General G.S.T. Mani (who fled from Freetown in February 1998 with the
rank of colonel in the Sierra Leone Army), Brigadier Mike Lamin (RUF), Colonel
Idrissa Kamara (SLA), Lieutenant-Colonel Rashid (RUF), Major Agnes Finoh
(RUF), and Alimamy Pallo Bangura (AFRC Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs). According to Reuters, however, only Rogers and Kamara actually
arrived on the flight, accompanied by several teenagers and an unidentified
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woman.

Earlier Saturday, the fourteen rebel commanders arrived in Monrovia by
helicopter, where the United Nations had arranged to fly them to Togo. The
delegation's arrival had been held up by fighting this week in the Liberian town
of Voinjama, which was to have been a transit point. Golley said even
Saturday's flight had been in doubt after the delegates insisted on travelling to
Lomé in a single group, in their own chartered plane. "It looks like they are
coming with the U.N. and in two flights," he said. "The important thing is that
whoever comes, we should start our consultations right away." The RUF has
expressed concern about security in Togo, and reportedly wants to keep the
RUF commanders in Lomé for as short a time as possible. Golley said those
arriving on the first flight Saturday might even return to the bush on Sunday with
the plane bringing the second group. Reuters observed that this would throw
into doubt the government's expectation that negotiations with the rebels would
begin immediately following the RUF's internal consultations. Golley said that
the RUF would want a week to consult with West African governments before
substantive talks could begin. Meanwhile, Justice Minister and Attorney-General
Solomon Berewa said the government expected the RUF's internal
consultations to last no more than a week. "As soon as the rebels finish
consulting with Corporal Foday Sankoh...the government is sending its own
delegation to Togo to begin peace talks with the rebels," he said. "From our
contacts with the U.N., we are positive we will reach a peace deal with the
rebels.”

Three trucks loaded with food and escorted by Kamajor militiamen reached
Moyamba on Friday, a Kamajor commander said on Saturday. "These are the
first food trucks to reach the interior of Sierra Leone from Freetown since
December when rebels captured key towns," he said.

An ECOMOG spokesman reported renewed fighting Saturday as pro-
government forces advanced toward the rebel-held town of Masiaka.

23 April: Renewed military action by the ECOMOG force will not deralil
proposed peace talks, RUF spokesman and legal representative Omrie Golley
told the Associated Press (AP) on Thursday, but he warned of a possible
counter-attack by rebel forces. "We are under attack on all fronts in Sierra
Leone," Golley said. "They are using Alpha jets and cluster bombs to strengthen
their bargaining position. It's their severest offensive — launched while we want
to talk peace...If we want to launch a truly major offensive, we can at any time.
We control 80 percent of the country and we could win militarily. But we will win
democratically instead." ECOMOG Chief of Staff Major-General John Onu said
ECOMOG had captured the towns of Kambia and Mange, northwest of
Freetown, the AP reported. Golley said the RUF will demand a power-sharing
agreement with the government of President Kabbah, and will want a say in the
formation of a new Sierra Leone military force. The rebels also want Nigeria to
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withdraw its troops from ECOMOG, he said. Golley added that the RUF does
not want their leader, Corporal Foday Sankoh, returned to prison. The Sierra
Leone government has insisted that following consultations with other RUF
leaders, Sankoh must return to Freetown, where he faces a death sentence on
treason charges. His case is currently before the Appeals Court.

The Director of the U.S. State Department Office of West African Affairs,
Ambassador Howard Jeter, said the United States believes that the RUF must
reciprocate President Kabbah's show of good faith. "We believe this can best be
done by declaring a ceasefire, releasing abducted children, and opening
humanitarian corridors to currently insecure and inaccessible areas," Jeter said
in a statement.

Justice Minister and Attorney-General Solomon Berewa has denied a report
attributed to Liberia's Star Radio, which quoted him as saying a British court had
frozen accounts containing over $17.5 million in funds belonging to the Sierra
Leone government. Berewa told the Sierra Leone News and Information Service
(SLENA) that he had been misquoted. He said the misunderstanding evidently
arose from statements he made at a press conference to announce the
establishment of a Commission of Enquiry to investigate Sierra Leone
Telecommunications Company (SierraTel). Berewa said he had spoken of court
action the government had been forced to take in Britain to ensure that funds
held by Crown Agents on behalf of the Bank of Sierra Leone were not subject to
an injunction which has been in force since 1991. The injunction resulted from a
court decision in favour of Philips Brothers against the former Sierra Leone
Produce Marketing Board (SLPMB) or failing to pay an outstanding debt
guaranteed on behalf on Seyle Yorfendeh, a private Sierra Leonean company
engaged in the importation of rice. Berewa told SLENA the government won a
judgment in March establishing that the assets of the Bank of Sierra Leone were
not the same as assets of the Government of Sierra Leone. "The Attorney-
General pointed out that the Phillips Brothers case is one of the many
albatrosses which this government inherited from previous governments,”
SLENA said.

Sierra Leonean refugees and Liberian residents were forced to flee Voinjama
and nearby villages in Lofa County, Liberia after an attack on the town by armed
men on Wednesday. Regional Director for the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees Abu Moussa said the attackers were armed with
AK-47s, rocket-propelled grenades, and machetes. Paul Ares, the World Food
Programme's Regional Director for West Africa, described the insurgents as "a
rag-tag group without any command structure." The attackers reportedly looted
the town, including the offices of aid agencies. Liberian President Charles
Taylor, who is currently on a visit to South Africa, denounced the attack as
"unlawful, unacceptable, and a threat to peace and stability of the sub-region."
Pointing a finger at neighbouring Guinea, Taylor said the Liberian government
had lodged an official complaint with the Guinean government, ECOWAS, the
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OAU, and the United Nations Security Council. "Liberia desires peace with our
neighbours and finds it unacceptable that any nation will permit, acquiesce, or
participate in any action against the sovereign people of Liberia," Taylor said.
He warned that if the incident were repeated, measures would "be taken to
defend our cause, and our allies will also defend our actions." According to
Radio Liberia, the Liberian government called for an investigation by Guinean
authorities and requested that Guinea turn over "elements of the incursion
forces who are presently receiving medical treatment in Nzerekore as well as
others on Guinean soil." In an angrily-worded statement read out by Guinean
Communications Minister Ibrahima Mongo Diallo on Thursday, the Guinean
government rejected the charges. "The Government of the Republic of Guinea
expresses its indignation and protests in the strongest terms such unfounded
allegations. It wishes to point out that the Republic of Guinea, true to its vocation
of peace, has never been and will never be a rear base for the destabilization of
another country. The Republic of Guinea has always worked for the
strengthening of its relations with all countries, particularly with neighboring
countries,” the statement said in part. The Guinean charge d'affaires in
Monrovia, Joseph Tohonon, was even more blunt. "We cannot stand by and
allow lies fabricated against our country to pass without response. What can
Guinea benefit by putting fire on its neighbour's house?," he told Monrovia's
Inquirer newspaper.

Freetown's Concord Times newspaper has resumed publication on the internet,
Editor-in-Chief Kingsley Lington said on Friday. The Concord Times originally
went online last year, but had not been updated since rebel forces burned the
newspaper's offices during their attack on Freetown in January.

22 April: After capturing the town of Songo, ECOMOG troops have begun an
advance along the highway toward Masiaka, ECOMOG Chief of Staff Major-
General John Onu said on Thursday. "Very soon and by God's grace, the
Freetown-Kenema highway will be totally free for commercial activities," Onu
said. Rebel forces continue to hold sections of the highway, cutting Freetown off
from the rest of the country. Officials acknowledge that the rebels remain active
within a 30 mile radius of the capital. "Many security apparatus have been put in
place to take care of any security lapses. Freetown is safe and will continue to
be very safe for normal activities,” Onu said.

RUF commander Sam "Maskita" Bockarie has "left Sierra Leone today and will
likely arrive in Lomé by the weekend," RUF spokesman and legal representative
Omrie Golley said Thursday from the Togolese capital. Former AFRC chairman
Johnny Paul Koroma, now considered number two in the RUF hierarchy, is also
on his way to attend consultations with RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh,
Golley said. He told the Agence France-Presse (AFP) that a list of 16 delegates
had been approved by ECOWAS and the United Nations, who are brokering the
talks. Earlier, Golley had said the RUF was not yet completely satisfied with
security guarantees for its delegates. He told the AFP that the concerns were
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now “"resolved" and that the entire delegation would arrive this weekend. The
rebels had requested that Sankoh be guarded by Togolese security personnel
instead of Sierra Leonean officers or ECOMOG troops. "That request has been
fulfilled by the Togolese authorities," Golley said. He told the AFP that the RUF
was organising its own transportation from Sierra Leone to Liberia, but that the
United Nations would provide transportation from Liberia to Togo.

Fighting between Liberian rebels and Liberian government troops at the town of
Voinjama in Lofa County has delayed the departure of AFRC/RUF rebel
commanders planning to travel to Togo, Minister of Information Dr. Julius
Spencer said on Thursday. The delegates had been offered safe passage
through Liberian territory to Monrovia, where the United Nations was to fly them
to Togo for consultations with RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh. RUF
spokesman and legal representative Omrie Golley confirmed that the fighting
had prevented the delegates' from leaving Sierra Leone. Liberian rebels,
reportedly from Alhaji Kromah's officially-disbanded ULIMO-K militia, attacked
Voinjama from across the Guinea border on Wednesday. Reuters reported
Thursday that Kromah, supposedly in exile in the United States, had been
sighted several times in Guinea recently, and that he is known to have training
bases at Macenta and Kekedou. Aid workers said that fighting was ongoing, but
that government troops appeared to be driving the rebels back toward the
border. Witnesses said troops from Monrovia's Barclay Training Centre barracks
were preparing to head for the Guinean border on Thursday.

President Kabbah has given permissing for the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) to return to Sierra Leone, an ICRC delegate in Guinea said
on Thursday. "We have made the first step to return to Sierra Leone ... and it's a
successful one,” Beat Mosimann said. "We now have to clarify the situation with
ECOMOG and with government ministers." The ICRC was expelled from Sierra
Leone in January after ECOMOG accused the organisation of aiding rebel
forces with their communications, a charge the ICRC has denied. While the
battle for Freetown still raged, ECOMOG ordered all aid organisations, including
United Nations agencies, to hand over their communications equipment. Other
aid workers have also faced accusations of collaborating with the rebels. In a
televised address on Tuesday, Kabbah said security problems facing the
country had caused people to be "traumatised and suspicious of everyone."
Kabbah was shown with ICRC Delegate General for Africa Pierre Wettach, who
said "The ICRC has always been transparent with governments taking into
consideration national security constraints." Mosimann expressed his hope that
ICRC personnel would be back on the ground soon.

Britain's Deputy High Commissioner to Ghana, Craig Murray, met Thursday with
Togolese President Gnassingbe Eyadema and assured him of Britain's support
for his efforts to restore peace in Sierra Leone. "We essentially discussed the
peace process in Sierra Leone and President Eyadema's peace initiative, as
well as the talks within the RUF with a view to successfully ending the sad
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situation and restoring peace," Murray said. "We have reaffirmed our total
support for ECOMOG and [words indistinct] we will continue to support the
ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group [ECOMOG]. Our prime minister has
sent a letter to the president, congratulating him for his efforts to restore peace
to Guinea-Bissau and Sierra Leone. We are the largest supporter of ECOMOG
troops, and we are working as closely as we can to support the peace
negotiations." Eyadema also conferred with ECOWAS Executive Secretary
Lansana Couyate on what Radio Lomé described as the "mechanisms and
modalities” for the upcoming consultations. "I came to confer with President
Eyadema on the negotiation procedures," Kouyate said. "The discussions will
not be easy, but ECOWAS will contribute to the restoration of peace in Sierra
Leone. We will first seek to harmonize the views among RUF members, and
then prepare the meeting between the RUF and the Sierra Leonean
government. We have discussed this possibility and | believe that everything will
go according to plan and | am very optimistic."

Guinean residents of the town of Mollah destroyed a camp sheltering Sierra
Leonean refugees Tuesday, a day after an attack which was blamed on rebels
hiding in the camp. Two people were reported killed in the rebel attack Monday
night and eight wounded. Villagers accused the refugees at the camp, one of
seven in the area, of siding with the rebels.

The Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers ended a four-day meeting in
Maputo, Mozambique on Thursday with a declaration calling on western
governments to use their influence to end the recruitment into armies of children
under the age of 18. "Participants...call upon governments outside Africa to use
their influence to bring pressure to bear on any government or armed opposition
group which recruits or uses children as soldiers by refraining from providing
them with arms, military equipment, training and personnel," the declaration
said. There are believed to be some 120,000 child soldiers, some as young as
seven, serving in conflicts across Africa. Sierra Leone, Algeria, Uganda, Liberia,
Congo-Brazzaville and the Democratic Republic of the Congo were cited as
having the worst records in the use of children as combatants.

The Rome-based Missionary Services News Agency (MISNA) reported
Thursday that the "violent massacre" at Songo occurred after rebels stormed the
town last week and began setting fire to the homes of over 100 residents. Citing
"well-informed MISNA sources in Guinea," the news agency said the bodies
were discovered by a unit of the Kamajor militia, which reported the killings to
ECOMOG in Freetown. The sources alleged that the massacre was due in part
to clashes between opposing rebel factions. "Songo was however already
abandoned by a large part of the civil population at the beginning of hostilities at
the end of last year," MISNA reported. "While the various rebel factions are
presently operating under the RUF, their military co-ordination is difficult given
that they are often scattered throughout the area. The lack of discipline and food
shortages greatly increase the aggressiveness of the rebels, particularly the
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younger ones. In fact last month, in the city of Makeni, numerous (people) were
killed in clashes between rival rebel groups.” The news agency added that
during the past few days the Songo area had seen joint military operations by
ECOMOG and the Kamajors with the principal aim, still not accomplished, of
capturing the important rebel stronghold at Masiaka.

Sierra Leone's Government Information Services (GIS) on Thursday released a
transcript of RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh's statement made prior to his
leaving for Togo. "My two years detention has given me the opportunity to
review the stated objectives of the RUF and the way forward," Sankoh said.
"This period also has given me the opportunity to assess the sincerity and
commitment of President Tejan Kabbah about bringing lasting peace and
prosperity to Sierra Leone." Sankoh said that he would listen carefully to
briefings from his colleagues and relate these to the overall objectives of the
RUF. "As you know the RUF was created to address the injustice, corruption, as
well as ignoring the poor people and their interests,” he said. "l see that these
are the very problems that the present government is trying to wipe out. The
RUF cannot be against anything that is in the interest of the common man to
make a few changes so that we can be sure that all those who for various
reasons are afraid to join other Sierra Leoneans to work for the development of
the country will do so without fear." Sankoh said the RUF was "not going to
allow the dialogue to concentrate on creating opportunities for individuals but for
the masses of the people.”

21 April: Fleeing rebels killed at least 125 civilians at Songo last week,
witnesses and ECOMOG spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel Chris Olukolade said
on Wednesday. According to Reuters, dozens of bodies lay in the streets of
Songo on Tuesday. Survivors said the rebels killed more than 100 people there
on Thursday and Friday, and had abducted others. "The rebels started to kill the
people of Songo, and other people they had abducted from nearby towns and
villages and were holding hostage in Songo, last Thursday and continued on
Friday until they finally fled," a resident told Reuters outside her burned-out
home. She said the rebels fled Friday as ECOMOG soldiers and Kamajor
militiamen advanced on the town. A similar report was filed by BBC
correspondent Winston Ojukutu-Macaulay. "As we actually entered the town
itself, which is about 47 kilometres from Freetown, we saw dead bodies on both
sides of the road leading to the Songo town itself, and when we entered Songo
there were a lot of shallow graves, and ECOMOG and the Kamajors told us that
since they took the town four days ago, they have been burying a lot of dead
bodies they met at Songo," he said. Ojukutu-Macaulay confirmed that ECOMOG
was in control of Songo, "and as I'm talking to you there are plans for ECOMOG
to advance, but for security reasons they are not saying much." He said there
were signs of a fierce battle along the road leading from Waterloo to Newton.
"There were empty shells all across the road, sort of a carpet on the road. In
fact, one has to drive very carefully to avoid getting punctured, and when we got
to Newton the houses were all destroyed, burned down, and the same with
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Songo. When we entered Songo, there was not a single living thing in Songo
except one dog. We saw only one dog in the entire Songo, and Songo is a very
big town with over 7,000 people before the rebel invasion." He said ECOMOG
officials implied their casualties had been light. "What he actually told us was
that they are having serious problems to advance, because most of the rebels
are now changing over to civilian clothes, and even when they capture rebels
now some of them are even claiming to be civilians abducted by the rebels,"
Ojukutu-Macaulay said. "So they are having very serious problems in advancing
from where they are now." Olukolade told reporters in Songo that at least 125
bodies had been collected, and added that civilians had been hacked, shot, or
burned to death inside their homes. According to state radio, Olukolade said
there was an "urgent need for NGOs to go into Songo and its environs to
provide food, water and shelter for civilians liberated from rebel-controlled
areas." Meanwhile RUF spokesman and legal representative Omrie Golley,
guoting battlefield commanders, denied RUF involvement in the killings. "We
unreservedly deny that the RUF has been responsible for the unfortunate
deaths of civilians in the Songo area," Golley said. "We have been accused
about these things so many times before. This time it would not be consistent
with a policy of...sincere dialogue." He blamed the killings on Nigerian Alpha jet
fighters attached to the ECOMOG force. "For eight consecutive hours they were
bombarding allegedly RUF positions in the area on Friday," he said. "We feel
very strongly that the peace process should not be jeopardised by wanton acts
of destruction by ECOMOG personnel.”

Rebels attacked the towns of Kassiri and Kychom in Kambia District on
Tuesday, burning houses and forcing residents to flee, the Rome-based
Missionary Services News Agency (MISNA) reported on Wednesday. "Though
for the moment the situation is still unclear, the assumption is that the raid was
carried out by a scattered rebel faction in search of food," MISNA added.

RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh reportedly instructed RUF spokesman and
legal representative Omrie Golley on Monday that Lieutenant-Colonel Johnny
Paul Koroma and Major Eldred Collins should be dropped from a list of RUF
delegates who will travel to Togo for consultations, according to a source close
to the Sierra Leone government. He said Sankoh also directed Major-General
Sam Bockarie and Brigadier Issa Sesay to decide between themselves who
would attend. This would allow an additional RUF official, possibly Gibril
Massaquoi, to attend while maintaining the delegation size to fourteen as had
been agreed, he added. According to the source, the United Nations has
rejected a proposal by Golley to charter a plane to take the entire RUF
delegation to Togo. "The U.N. has made it clear that on the basis of
arrangement between us, Togo, and Sankoh, the U.N. would have sole
responsibility of providing transportation for the RUF delegation to Togo and
back, as well as security and other logistical support," the source said. "The U.
N. feels that any other arrangement, including the Golley idea, would undermine
the agreement and understanding reached with the Security Council's
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Committee on Sanctions." Meanwhile, Liberian Star Radio reported that a 16
member delegation was poised to leave Liberia for Togo. Star Radio quoted
"diplomatic and other sources in Monrovia" as saying the delegation included 5
AFRC representatives and 11 RUF members, including Johnny Paul Koroma
and and Sam Bockarie.

Rebel forces attacked Kamajor positions at Mano Junction on Monday night,
BBC Bo correspondent Prince Brima reported on Wednesday. "During the five-
hour battle, three towns, Sembehun, Koye, and Masahun were recaptured by
the Kamajors," Brima said. No sources were indicated in the report. Brima also
reported a humanitarian crisis at Daru and surrounding villages, where residents
have been cut off from relief supplies since rebels captured the town of
Segbwema in December. "According to the program officer of the Kailahun
Development Foundation, Francis Vandy, the situation is so bad that up to
seven children are dying daily from starvation and disease,” Brima said. "Vandy,
who was among thousands trapped behind rebel lines when Segbwema fell to
the rebels, told me yesterday after he escaped from the rebels that thousands of
people are now desperately malnourished in the area, with vulnerable old
people also dying from hunger. He said that there has been an outbreak of
typhoid and scabies, and to survive people are now subsisting on wild fruits
gathered in the forests. The World Food Programme office in Kenema says it
has relief supplies, but cannot gain access to the people trapped behind refugee
lines."

RUF spokesman and legal representative Omrie Golley and General Ibrahim
Bah arrived in Lome, Togo on Tuesday. They were met by Togolese Foreign
Minister Joseph Kokou Koffigou and taken by motorcade to the oceanside Deux
Fevrier Hotel, where Sankoh is staying. Golley said the rest of the RUF
delegation would arrive "on Friday or Saturday, we hope."

In an open letter to President Kabbah, the New York-based Committee to
Protect Journalists (CPJ) has expressed concern about the detention Tuesday
of BBC Freetown correspondent Winston Ojukutu-Macaulay by ECOMOG
soldiers. "While we are relieved that Ojukutu-Macaulay was released from
custody later the same day, we remain gravely concerned that subsequent
reports aired on state radio and television attacking Ojukutu-Macaulay's
credibility could expose him to vigilante violence," the CPJ letter said. According
to the CPJ account, Ojukutu-Macaulay was arrested at the SierraTel
communication centre at approximately 10:30 a.m. on April 20 while speaking
by telephone to BBC colleagues. Major Tanko, a Nigerian ECOMOG officer, and
four ECOMOG soldiers forced Ojukutu-Macaulay into a waiting vehicle and
transported him to the ECOMOG command post at Wilberforce Barracks where
he was placed in a cell. Tanko allegedly accused Ojukutu-Macaulay of “trying to
incite civilians against ECOMOG," with a story broadcast earlier in the day, in
which he alleged that vehicles impounded at ECOMOG checkpoints and held at
a vehicle yard administered by Tanko were not immediately returned to their
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owners. "At approximately 3:15 p.m., Col. Buhari O. Musa, commanding officer
for the Freetown ECOMOG garrison, apologized to Ojukutu-Macaulay and
ordered his release," the CPJ said. The CPJ expressed concern that following
the incident, SLBS radio and television aired reports accusing Ojukutu-
Macaulay of fabricating an April 18 report aired on the BBC's Focus on Africa
programme. The report quoted RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh as implying
that "peace could only be attained if the government agreed to a power-sharing
arrangement with the rebels," which President Kabbah had previously asserted
would violate Sierra Leone's constitution, the CPJ said. The CPJ said it was
concerned "that given the the unsettled political climate in Sierra Leone, and the
number of violent attacks against journalists, the government's public
denouncement of Ojukutu-Macaulay's credibility could incite a vigilante attack
against him."

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) warned
Wednesday that war and civil strife are causing exceptional food emergencies in
17 sub-Saharan African countries. The countries were listed as Sierra Leone,
Angola, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Republic of Congo,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Liberia, Mauritania, Rwanda, Somalia,
Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia.

Libyan leader Mohammar Khadafi and Liberian President Charles Taylor, in a
joint statement issued Wednesday at the end of Taylor's three-day visit to
Tripoli, expressed their commitment to ending the war in Sierra Leone.
"Regarding the conflict in Sierra Leone, the brother leader (Khadafi) and
President Charles Taylor agreed on continuing and consolidating the efforts in
order to find a final solution for this conflict,” the statement said. "Concerning
this issue, President Charles Taylor expressed appreciation and gratitude for
the reconciliation efforts made by the brother leader. The brother leader
expressed appreciation and gratitude for President Charles Taylor for his
initiative aimed at finding settlement for the conflict in Sierra Leone. They also
expressed appreciation and support for the reconciliation efforts made by the
Economic Community of West African States aimed at achieving peaceful and
final solution for the Sierra Leone problem, stressing the importance of
maintaining the national unity of Sierra Leone and achieving development.”

20 April: The RUF has forwarded to the United Nations and ECOWAS a list of
16 delegates the rebel group is proposing to send to Togo for consultations with
RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh. The list includes Lieutenant-Colonel
Johnny Paul Koroma, Major-General Sam Bockarie, Brigadier Issa Sesay,
Brigadier Mick Lamin, Brigadier Gabriel S.T. Mani, Brigadier Alex Tamba Brima,
Mr. S.Y.B. Rogers, Mr. Alimamy Pallo Bangura, Colonel Eddie P. Kanneh, Major
Eldred Collins, Major Agnes Finnoh, Major Mohamed Jallow, Major Ernest
Ngegba, Mr. Omrie Golley, and General Ibrahim Bah. The list of 16 delegates is
two more than the number previously agreed to. A source close to the Sierra
Leone government said the U.N. had consulted with Sankoh on Monday night
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about the possibility of reducing the number of delegates to 14. Meanwhile,
Sankoh said he was ready to negotiate peace for Sierra Leone. "There is no
need to worry. We are prepared to negotiate for a peaceful settlement,” Sankoh
said following a meeting Tuesday with Togolese President Gnassingbe
Eyadema. "l am just waiting for my colleagues from the bush. It's not easy to
leave the bush, there are so many obstacles...I'm sorry for them for being late. |
appeal to the Togolese to forgive us. As long as | am here, they'll be here." The
RUF delegation has been delayed by logistical and security concerns. A
Togolese official said the delegates would arrive in two groups, probably on
Wednesday and Saturday, after gathering in Liberia. Prior to his talks with
Eyadema, Sankoh thanked the Togolese president for arranging a medical
examination for him. "I haven't seen a doctor in more than two years," he said.

Participants in the Sierra Leone Contact Group (SLCG), which met in New York
on Monday, confirmed their support for a "twin-track approach” to restoring
peace and stability in Sierra Leone: military pressure on the rebels and their
external supporters combined with dialogue. "The two objectives of the meeting
were to support the process of political dialogue and national reconciliation and
to sustain, widen and help coordinate international assistance to the
government and the ECOMOG forces," said Minister of State for Africa Tony
Lloyd, who chaired the meeting. "If we are going to rebuild that shattered
country, back into society will have to come people who themselves have been
the perpetrators of acts of terror. But we can't make the mistakes of past where
we see Sierra Leone descend into chaos precisely because all parties haven't
been committed to the democratic process." The SLCG called on the Sierra
Leone government to pursue dialogue with the rebels aimed at securing a
negotiated political settlement to the conflict, and to explain the benefits of an
early peace settlement to the Sierra Leonean public. The Contact Group also
urged the Sierra Leone government to maintain respect for human rights and
international law, and to take urgent steps to build a new, democratically
accountable, Sierra Leonean Army and police force, while making "all efforts" to
ensure that they reflect all ethnic groups in Sierra Leone. The SLCG appealed
to the government to allow humanitarian agencies and the International
Committee of the Red Cross to carry out their work in the country without
interference. The Contact Group called on ECOWAS to assist and facilitate the
peace process, to maintain peacekeeping forces in Sierra Leone until the Sierra
Leone Armed Forces are able to provide security and, in cooperation with
Britain, to continue to train the new Sierra Leone Army. The SLCG appealed to
the international community to "maintain and where possible enhance financial
and other support to enable ECOMOG to remain in Sierra Leone and pursue its
operations effectively.” The Contact Group welcomed a pledge by Britain of an
additional £270,000 to support the "security sector,” and a commitment by the
United States to double its contribution to peace building in Sierra Leone.

A British court last week froze the Sierra Leone government's assets and
overseas bank accounts in Britain, Liberian Star Radio reported on Tuesday,
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guoting Justice Minister and Attorney-General Solomon Berewa. Berewa said
the courts order, which affects over $17.5 million in overseas accounts, resulted
from a lawsuit brought against the government by Phillips Brothers, a British firm
which reportedly had done business with a Sierra Leonean company alleged to
have been acting on behalf of a government-owned produce buying company.
"Minister Berewa said the cash-strapped government no longer has access to
its money in English banks. He also said the University of Sierra Leone's
overseas accounts were affected," Star Radio said.

Libya has offered to work with Togo to resolve the conflict in Sierra Leone, Libya
Deputy Foreign Minister for African Affairs Ali Triki said Monday after meeting
with President Gnassingbe Eyadema. "l believe that cooperation and
coordination between our two heads of state can contribute to ending centres of
tension," Triki said.

19 April: RUF spokesman and legal representative Omrie Golley told Reuters
Monday the RUF had picked a delegation to travel to Togo for talks with RUF
leader Corporal Foday Sankoh. "We are looking at Thursday or Friday," he said.
"We would hope to have a full briefing with Foday Sankoh in Togo. We will then
be proposing a date to the government when substantive talks should begin...
We reiterate that we intend to start the negotiations in good faith. We would
expect the talks to be wide-ranging with no preconditions.” In a BBC Focus on
Africa interview Monday, Golley said the list of those who would attend the
meeting was now being confirmed. "It will be a list of 17 members, including 17
members of the military high command, plus myself, the legal representative,
and our senior military adviser, General Ibrahim Bah. The list will include the
former chairman of the AFRC, Lieutenant Colonel Johnny Paul Koroma. It will
also include Major General Sam Bockarie, and Brigadier Issa Sesay. These are
sort of our major military commanders.” Golley said that the RUF leadership
were confirming their own security and travel arrangements, and hoped that the
delegation would arrive in Togo by Thursday or Friday. "The fact of the matter
remains that security considerations for any of the military commanders are
paramount [words indistinct] to the movement, and you don't expect our military
commanders to put their bags on their back, and walk to some unknown
destination to pick up a flight," Golley said. "It is rather important for these issues
to be properly confirmed." The United Nations Special Representative to Liberia,
Felix Downes-Thomas, told the Agence France-Presse (AFP) that the U.N. was
trying "to see what is happening at the (Liberia-Sierra Leone) border in terms of
the people who are supposed to go to Togo." Meanwhile Sankoh, who is lodging
at a hotel in Lomé, told BBC correspondent Mark Doyle that he was looking
forward to seeing his "brothers from the bush,” whom he had not seen since he
was detained in Nigeria two years ago. Sankoh received a preliminary medical
checkup on Sunday evening and was due to undergo a more thorough
examination on Monday at the insistence of the RUF. Doyle observed, however,
that Sankoh appeared to be "in very good shape." Doyle noted that Sankoh's
access to the media in Lomé had been limited. "The diplomats brokering the
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peace talks want to try and make sure that Mr. Sankoh and his men agree a
common position before they move on to substantive negotiations with the
Sierra Leone government,” Doyle said. "The hosts of the Lomé talks are
concerned that the rebels could adopt a variety of public positions which could
complicate the negotiations." Sierra Leone's Justice Minister and Attorney-
General, Solomon Berewa, said the government was anxious to begin peace
talks with rebel leaders. "The peace talks between the government and the
rebels will begin this week," Berewa said. "Our bags are packed. The
government is ready and waiting to go to Togo."

Presidential spokesman Septimus Kaikai said Monday the Sierra Leone
government was "very pleased about (RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh's)
commitment to the peace process," but noted: "The thing about it is it's a peace
process. Our hope is that once they get together and sit down and talk amongst
themselves, which they are going to do in Togo, that they will be able to
understand that what we need to do is to work together to bring about peace in
the country." Kaikai told the BBC that following consultations with RUF field
commanders, Sankoh would be returned to Freetown. He said that within the
judicial system "there are all kinds of parameters. And the parameters will allow
us to achieve sustainable peace once he gets back here — in the interest of
everybody." Kaikai dismissed a suggestion that Sankoh might "just run away"
following the talks. "No, Mr. Sankoh is not going to run away," Kaikai replied.
"There are very clear indications that he wants to hold a significant position in
this country later. He wants to form a political party. He will not be able to do
that, run a political party, if he’s out of the country. We believe he has every
intention to come back and be recognised in this country. And we believe that’s
what he will do."

A meeting of the Sierra Leone Contact Group (SLCG) was convened in New
York on Monday to discuss progress in Sierra Leone and to give international
backing to peace talks, which are expected to be held in the near future. A
British Foreign and Commonwealth Office press release said the meeting,
chaired by Minister of State for Africa Tony Lloyd, would endorse a twin-track
strategy on Sierra Leone: support for the ECOMOG force coupled with efforts to
reach a negotiated settlement of the country's civil war. Minister of Finance and
Economic Planning Dr. James Jonah led the Sierra Leonean delegation. The
meeting was attended by representatives of eleven countries, the U.N.,
ECOWAS, the European Commission, the Commonwealth Secretariat, the
World Bank, the IMF, and the International Committee of the Red Cross. The
SLCG first met in London on 5 November 1998. The press release added that
Britain had contributed £14 million in assistance to Sierra Leone since the
beginning of the year. A U.S. diplomat noted Monday that the United States had
contributed $43 million during the same time period.

Libya has sent its Deputy Foreign Minister for African Affairs, Ali Triki, to take
part in the talks. During a meeting with Togolese President Gnassingbe

http://www.sierra-leone.org/slnews0499.html (21 of 47)12/4/2007 8:38:48 PM



Sierra Leone News Archives - April 1999 - Sierra Leone Web

Eyadema on Monday, Triki delivered a personal message from Libyan leader
Mohammar Khadafi which, according to Radio Lomé, "focused on efforts being
made by the two heads of state on conflict resolution in Africa, particularly in the
Democratic Republic of Congo and Sierra Leone, as well as the strengthening
of friendly and cooperative ties between Libya and Togo." Eyadema met with
Nigerian President-Elect Olusegun Obasanjo in northern Togo on Sunday,
where the two reportedly discussed conflicts in the sub-region. Said Obasanjo:
"The way to lasting peace in Sierra Leone is the way of the Sierra Leoneans
themselves, going by dialogue. There must absolutely be dialogue, and this is
what the ECOWAS chairman has initiated. As you know, talks will be initiated
this weekend and next week between the Sierra Leonean delegations, where
everyone will trying to find ways of restoring peace and reconciliation. All this
will be done under the auspices of President Eyadema. It is in the interest of
Sierra Leoneans and everyone's interest to ensure that the talks are a success.
We think that if Sierra Leoneans themselves should adopt a give-and-take
attitude, we should be on our way to restoring peace and reconciliation to that
country."

18 April: RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh was met at Lomé International
Airport Sunday by a delegation which included Togolese Foreign Minister
Joseph Kokou Koffigou, Defence Minister Tidjani Assani, and Communications
Minister Koffi Manou, along with ECOWAS Executive Secretary Lansana
Kouyate. "We're here for discussions. We are seeking all means to bring peace
to our country," Sankoh told reporters before being taken in an official convoy to
a hotel where he will stay before traveling north for consultations with RUF
commanders and officials. The BBC reported that the RUF leader immediately
began talks with West African diplomats on the peace process. Earlier, Sankoh,
accompanied by United Nations officials, departed from Lungi Airport aboard a
United Nations plane. "The Revolutionary United Front is convinced of the need
for peace, and they know that they have to make some sacrifice," Sankoh said
before leaving Freetown, adding that he had joined President Kabbah "to
negotiate for peace.”" The BBC subsequently quoted Sankoh as insisting the
Sierra Leone government would have to make some concessions on the
constitution. There was no immediate word on the whereabouts of the RUF
delegation. Earlier, state radio had reported that the plane would pick up the
RUF delegates "somewhere between the borders of Liberia and Guinea." The
talks had been scheduled to begin Sunday in the northern Togolese town of
Kara, the birthplace of Togo's president and current ECOWAS chairman
Gnassingbe Eyadema. Sankoh was transferred from prison to United Nations
custody on Saturday, and was moved to Lungi on Saturday night in preparation
for his departure. The United Nations Security Council on Friday lifted an
international travel ban to allow RUF delegates to travel to Togo for the talks.
Although a list of RUF delegates was not available, RUF sources said it would
include the name of field commander Sam "Maskita" Bockarie, although other
sources have indicated it is not certain he will attend. The RUF delegation was
slashed from 46 members to 14 following pressure from the Sierra Leone
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