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31 March 1999: United Nations officials who pulled out of Sierra Leone prior to 
the rebel attack on Freetown in January are expected to return to the country 
next week, according to a U.N. official who had already returned to Freetown. 
"The security situation in and around Freetown has improved enough, to the 
point where the U.N. staff can now work in the capital without much fear or risk 
to their lives," he said on Wednesday. He added that the United Nations had 
instructed staff members to return to Sierra Leone by April 6. "U.N. staff who 
were working in Bo and Kenema and other major towns which were not taken 
by the rebels and are safe for them to work will be transported back to their 
posts," he said. The news was welcomed by presidential spokesman Septimus 
Kaikai. "The return of the U.N. staff is excellent news for us, the government, 
and also for the Sierra Leone people," Kaikai said. "With the evacuation of U.N. 
humanitarian staff in the first week of January, humanitarian assistance and 
operations in the country almost collapsed." 

About 30 Guinean ECOMOG troops were believed to have been killed or injured 
in a rebel ambush at Mange, the Rome-based Missionary Services News 
Agency (MISNA) said on Wednesday, quoting "independent sources" in Guinea. 
MISNA gave no details as to when the attack occurred, and there has been no 
independent confirmation.

President Kabbah told Nigerian journalists that there was ample evidence of a 
plot to subvert the West African sub-region and bring it under the control of "self-
styled revolutionaries" such as Liberian President Charles Taylor, Burkinabe 
President Blaise Compaore, and Libyan leader Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi, Lagos 
NTA Television Network reported on Wednesday. Kabbah was quoted as 
saying that the "grand plan" has succeeded in Liberia, with the next phase to be 
Sierra Leone followed by Guinea-Bissau, Ghana, and Nigeria. "Not only for 
Sierra Leone, from what we understand, the agenda really is for the West 
African sub-region," Kabbah said. "You know, people have some dreams and 
ambitions and so on, and they are prepared to do anything they can to achieve 
that objective. My information is that the plot was, start off with Sierra Leone, go 
to Guinea, go to Ghana and then, end up in Nigeria. That's our information that 
we have."

15 persons are reported to have died from cholera in Moneykoi village, Bombali 
District, health sources said on Wednesday. The outbreak was attributed to 
contaminated water in wells and a nearby stream. The victims were said to be 
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displaced people who had fled fighting in Makeni. In Kenema District, health 
authorities have begun an emergency immunisation campaign against measles, 
which is epidemic among the displaced population there, the Agence France-
Presse (AFP) reported.

Liberian Defence Minister Daniel Chea said Tuesday that Liberia wanted peace 
in West Africa. "We have made clear to our neighbors that Liberia does not want 
to see the continuation of war in the sub-region. After seven years of war, we 
cannot see ourselves going back to war. No way," he said. The Liberian 
government has been accused of supporting Sierra Leone's rebels, a charge it 
has repeatedly denied. "Our immediate plea is for our neighbors not to use their 
territory to launch war on us," Chea said. He accused Sierra Leonean Deputy 
Defence Minister Sam Hinga Norman of recruiting Liberians as combatants in 
Sierra Leone's civil conflict. "What happens to those Liberians after the war in 
Sierra Leone?" he asked.

30 March: RUF legal representative Omrie Golley told the BBC Tuesday that an 
RUF delegation would travel to Togo to meet RUF leader Corporal Foday 
Sankoh next month. He said the size of the delegation was being determined by 
the RUF high command. "We haven't made up our minds as to exactly the 
quantity but they would represent, you know, the whole movement," Golley said. 
He added that the RUF was asking the United Nations, ECOWAS, and the OAU 
for travel and security guarantees. "We've made it very clear that this is 
obviously crucial because you are obviously aware that a number of delegates 
that most probably will be coming to these initial discussions are under a travel 
ban imposed by the Security Council, and we would expect this ban to be lifted 
as we would expect also very firm security and transportation guarantees from 
the international community to help the process," he said. Golley said the object 
of the meeting would be to allow Sankoh to meet his field commanders, for them 
to brief him on what had been going on within the movement and on what had 
been happening in Sierra Leone and throughout the sub-region. "This is a man 
who has been in detention for over two years," he said. "So, the object of the 
exercise would be to carry through that process and from there to gradually start 
to map a way forward." Golley repeated that Sankoh was "the undisputed leader 
of the RUF." When asked whether RUF leaders would obey an order from 
Sankoh to stop fighting, he replied: "We all want peace and prosperity, 
tranquility, reconciliation in our country." He declined to elaborate.

The British government is to spend £4.5 million to help train and equip a new 
Sierra Leonean military force, according to Foreign Office Minister of State for 
Africa Tony Lloyd. Britain will also contribute an additional £5 million to fund the 
ECOMOG force after receiving matching funds from international donors. 
Lloyd's announcement was carried on the BBC website Tuesday, but reportedly 
is part of the £10 million in grants the British government announced in 
February. The remaining £500,000 will be used to support the peace process. 
"A small U.K. military advisory team has been deployed to oversee basic 
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training of the new Sierra Leone army and to assess their longer term training 
requirements," Lloyd said. "As part of this train-and-equip programme, we will be 
providing boots and uniforms. We will also be providing rifles and ammunition." 
He said the money would be spent only if President Kabbah continued with a 
"twin track" military and diplomatic approach to making peace with the rebels. 
Supplying arms to Sierra Leone would not violate the U.N. arms embargo 
because it already allowed sales to the Sierra Leone government "through 
named points of entry," he said. Lloyd said the purposed of the aid was "to help 
ECOMOG push back the rebels, to encourage the rebels to lay down their arms 
and return to civilian life, and to create a professional and democratically 
accountable Sierra Leone army."

Traders from Freetown and Guinea have managed to transport essential 
commodities to Kenema and Bo, easing the crisis in the two towns, aid workers 
said on Tuesday. They said traders were carrying food and fuel by sea to the 
coastal and estuary towns of Shenge and Gbangbatok, bypassing roads which 
have been cut by rebel forces. During January and February, aid workers had 
described the humanitarian situation in the two towns as desperate. "The worst 
is likely over for now," an international aid agency official said in Freetown. "But 
that does not mean the trouble is over. As long as the highway from Freetown 
remains cut by the rebels, the trouble is far from over and can get back to the 
days of people dying again from starvation." Traders have been willing to defy a 
government ban on boat traffic and to risk rough seas which have claimed over 
400 lives since the beginning of March because of the huge profits brought by 
the trade. A 100 pound bag of rice currently sells for Le 90,000 in Bo and Le 
100,000 in Kenema, as opposed to Le 38,000 in Freetown.

The new ECOMOG commander, Major General Felix Mujakperou, took up his 
post in Freetown Monday at a ceremony attended by his predecessor, Major-
General Timothy Shelpidi, who later returned to Nigeria. "I will do everything 
possible to bring peace in Sierra Leone," Mujakperou said at the handover 
ceremony.

Nigerian President-Elect Olusegun Obasanjo said he assured President Clinton 
Tuesday that his country would continue to lead the ECOMOG force in Sierra 
Leone. The two held talks on a wide range of issues in Washington, D.C. 

The Sierra Leone government officially unveiled its news and information 
website, Sierra Leone on the Web, in an online ceremony on Tuesday. The site 
had been operating for some time, but was redesigned and officially launched in 
a chatroom discussion held on a companion site, Sierra Leone Online. The 
presentation Tuesday was made by Minister of Information, Communications, 
Tourism and Culture Dr. Julius Spencer and Sierra Leone Online CEO Ian 
Noah. Sierra Leone Online will provide internet links and resources, as well as 
internet services such as e-mail, webspace, and live chat.
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29 March: The Kamajor militia has recaptured Mile 91, Reuters reported on 
Monday, citing security and humanitarian sources. The town has been under 
rebel control since January, and has been used as a base by the rebels to 
conduct operations throughout the central part of the country, a Kamajor 
commander said. "We finally overpowered them yesterday and took over the 
entire town," he added. An ECOMOG officer confirmed the capture of Mile 91. 
"More than 100 died in the fighting for the town, most of them rebels but 
including some Kamajors," he said.

Sierra Leone's appeals court has suspended its hearing of RUF leader Corporal 
Foday Sankoh's appeal due to begin this week as a gesture to the peace 
process, Justice Minister and Attorney-General Solomon Berewa said on 
Monday. Sankoh is appealing a conviction and death sentence on treason 
charges handed down by Freetown's High Court last October. "The government 
cannot hold the peace process in abeyance while awaiting the hearing of the 
appeal. The president is anxious for the peace process to move forward quickly 
and without hindrances," Berewa said. "If there are positive signals from the 
consultations between the rebels and their leader that lasting peace may come 
then the Sierra Leone government might put the trial of Corporal Sankoh on 
hold because that might turn out to be in the best interests of the nation. 
Corporal Sankoh may probably walk free again, but that depends on the 
outcome of the coming negotiations between us and the rebels." Berewa said 
that substantive negotiations could result in Sankoh's release. "Foday Sankoh 
could go abroad and live there, or come back to Sierra Leone from the talks and 
form a political party and contest the next general elections," he said. He added 
that court documents had been sent to Sankoh's British lawyers, led by former 
Conservative cabinet minister Douglas Hogg. "The solicitors...will now meet 
Sankoh in Lomé, Togo around April 18, in case there is a need for Sankoh to 
come back to Sierra Leone and face the courts," he said.

RUF legal representative Omrie Golley dismissed a statement made Friday by 
outgoing ECOMOG force commander Major-General Timothy Shelpidi that 
either he or others might be the real leader of the RUF. "Foday Saybana 
Sankoh is the undisputed leader of the RUF and anyone attempting to say 
otherwise is wasting his or her time," Golley said from Burkina Faso. Referring 
to President Kabbah's offer Friday to allow Sankoh to travel to Togo to meet 
with his followers "on or about" April 18, Golley said the RUF cautiously 
welcomed the statement "bearing in mind the fact that we have heard before 
statements from the president and the government on the matter of the release" 
of Sankoh. "We are awaiting further clarification from the government on the 
statement, particularly that part dealing with the time limit that has been 
imposed by the president for these internal discussions, especially when he has 
indicated that Foday Sankoh will only be able to travel to Lomé on or about the 
18th of April, some three weeks away," Golley said. "We would also like to hear 
from the government on the matter of substantive peace talks with the RUF in 
so far as it relates to the position of Sankoh after these initial talks." Golley said 
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the RUF had received reports that Sankoh would be accompanied to the initial 
discussions by a number of groups, including Sierra Leone's Inter-Religious 
Council. "The military high command has requested me to state that whilst all 
sincere civil and religious groups have a very important role to play in the peace 
process, they would welcome the opportunity to meet with their leader alone for 
these proposed initial discussions with the RUF," Golley said.

President Kabbah's announcement that RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh 
would be allowed to travel to Togo next month to hold direct talks with his 
commanders has stemmed the exodus of residents from Freetown, the Agence 
France-Presse (AFP) reported on Monday. Ship, plane, and helicopter 
operators in Freetown said hundreds of people who were planning to leave the 
country had now changed their minds. 

The new ECOMOG commander, Major General Felix Mujakperou, said at the 
weekend he would impose stringent security measures in Sierra Leone to end 
the rebel onslaught and hostilities against the ECOMOG force. He blamed rebel 
infiltration into ECOMOG camps on "security lapses," and promised to instill 
discipline into the ECOMOG troops to increase their capability to prevent rebel 
attacks. Mujakperou also declared he would take effective measures to reduce 
the level of killings of unarmed civilians by the rebels, and he pledged that 
peace would be restored to Sierra Leone during his tenure as ECOMOG 
commander. ''We do not want our in-coming civilian administration to continue to 
spend the country's scare resources on the crisis, while many Nigerians are 
suffering,'' he said in Ibadan, Nigeria.  

Nigerian President-Elect Olusegun Obasanjo assured United Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Annan on Monday that Nigerian troops would remain "as long as 
necessary" with the ECOMOG force in Sierra Leone. "Africa is slowly bleeding, 
and the bleeding has to stop. And all efforts have to be made to stop the 
bleeding," Obasanjo told reporters during a visit to New York.

The Liberian government has requested that Sierra Leone arrest and extradite 
any Liberian nationals caught fighting in Sierra Leone's civil war, a Liberian 
foreign ministry source said on Monday. They indicated that the request was 
made in a diplomatic note sent Monday to the Sierra Leone government. "The 
government considers the continued use of Liberians in fighting in Sierra Leone 
undermines efforts of demobilisation and reintegration of former combatants,'' 
the source quoted the note as saying. The Liberian government offered an 
amnesty to Liberian combatants in Sierra Leone if they returned home within 45 
days. That time period has not yet expired. The foreign ministry source said the 
note related to Liberians arrested with weapons in Freetown this month.  

28 March: The United States Special Envoy to Africa, Rev. Jesse Jackson, said 
that the U.S. should apply the same effort to resolving conflicts in Africa as it 
has in attempting to end ethnic killings in Kosovo, Yugoslavia. "It makes sense 
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to me to help bail out people in Kosovo who are being killed by Milosevic," 
Jackson said. "But if you do that, then you must include Ethiopia and Eritrea and 
Sierra Leone and the Congo — one set of rules, just doing God's will. Our 
foreign policy must be driven by one common set of shared values. We've lost 
more lives in Sierra Leone than we've lost in Kosovo. We must use our leverage 
to end wars in Africa."

Abass Bundu has rejected as "patently defamatory" a statement made Friday by 
outgoing ECOMOG force commander Major-General Timothy Shelpidi, who 
alleged that Bundu might be the real leader of the RUF. In an SLBS radio and 
television interview Friday night, Shelpidi expressed the belief that Corporal 
Foday Sankoh could not be considered the true leader of the RUF. He 
suggested that RUF commander Sam "Maskita: Bockari, RUF legal 
representative Omrie Golley, Liberian President Charles Taylor, or former 
ECOWAS Executive Secretary, NPRC foreign minister and PPP presidential 
candidate Abass Bundu might in fact be leading the movement. "I believe I owe 
fellow Sierra Leoneans a duty to make it abundantly clear that I am not a 
member of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), nor have I ever been a 
member nor do I intend to become a member of that organisation," Bundu said 
in a statement issued on Sunday. He recalled that as ECOWAS Executive 
Secretary he had promoted the idea for the formation of ECOMOG in 1990 and 
had enjoyed a close relationship with former Nigerian leader General Ibrahim 
Badamasi Babangida. "It is impossible for me not to see in (Shelpidi's 
statement) symptoms of a deepening sense of frustration and disappointment 
following the abysmal failure of ECOMOG under his command to protect the 
lives and properties of ordinary citizens of Freetown against the recent rebel 
invasion of that city as well as the provincial towns and villages which also came 
under rebel attack during his tenure," Bundu said. "Nevertheless, this cannot 
give him a licence to make false and malicious statements about me. He has left 
me with no choice but to take appropriate legal action to vindicate my name and 
reputation."

27 March: President Kabbah, in an address to the nation delivered on Saturday, 
said his government was proposing that imprisoned RUF leader Corporal Foday 
Sankoh meet with his RUF membership in Togo "on or about" the 18th of April. 
"However, and I must emphasise this, it is our expectation that the RUF 
consultations should not last for more than six to seven days," he added. 
Kabbah expressed the hope that on April 27, the 38th anniversary of Sierra 
Leone's independence, that peace could be restored to Sierra Leone. "I don’t 
think it would be unrealistic to achieve that objective by that date, if indeed the 
rebels are ready to accept, without conditions our latest initiative for peace," he 
said. "It is not unrealistic to hope and pray that on that day, April 27, 1999, we 
can all celebrate freedom and peace."

ECOMOG troops in Freetown were on red alert Saturday following rumours that 
the rebels might launch a new attack on the capital to coincide with the Muslim 
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feast of Eid al-Adha. ECOMOG sources said reinforcements armed with tanks, 
artillery and armoured vehicles had been sent to Waterloo. "We hear that the 
rebels plan to attack Waterloo and the peninsular highway and in the thick 
mountain forest towards Freetown,'' one source said. "That is why we are on red 
alert since yesterday." Freetown was reported calm Saturday, but ECOMOG 
soldiers conducted checks of civilians and vehicles in and around the city. Local 
newspapers said letters purporting to come from the RUF had been found in the 
city during the past week announcing the rebels would attack on Saturday and 
that this time they intended to stay. RUF legal representative Omrie Golley 
dismissed the reports on Wednesday. "We are still committed to the peace 
process," he said. "I do not have any word from my military commanders of any 
planned action around that time." 

200 soldiers of the disbanded Sierra Leone Army came out of the bush and 
surrendered to ECOMOG at Magbuntoso on Friday, ECOMOG spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Chris Olukulade said on Saturday. According to Reuters, 
Olukulade said ECOMOG was in contact with other former soldiers and rebels. 
"We are assuring them of their security and safety once they surrender," he said.

Outgoing ECOMOG force commander Major-General Timothy Shelpidi said late 
Friday that Corporal Foday Sankoh could not be considered the true leader of 
the RUF. "The true leaders of the rebellion need to be identified to bring peace 
to Sierra Leone," Shelpidi said late Friday night in an SLBS radio and television 
interview. Among those he suspected of leading rebel movement were RUF 
commander Sam "Maskita" Bockarie, RUF legal representative Omrie Golley, 
Liberian President Charles Taylor, and former ECOWAS executive secretary, 
NPRC foreign minister, and PPP presidential candidate Abass Bundu. "It 
appears they are just using Foday Sankoh," Shelpidi said. "Who do you take as 
the leader? Is it Sam Bockari, Omrie Golley, Abass Bundu? Each of them have 
their own agenda. Or is it Charles Taylor as he sometimes seemed to be the 
spokesman for the rebels?...If these people sit together today, they would not 
mind putting Sankoh aside," said Shelpidi, who described Sankoh as "aging and 
not at all that literate." He repeated charges that Sierra Leone's civil war was 
fuelled by mercenaries from Charles Taylor's disbanded NPFL militia, the rival 
Liberian ULIMO-K militia, and mercenaries from Burkina Faso. He also pointed 
to soldiers of the disbanded Sierra Leone Army. On Friday, Shelpidi said that 
even some members of the Kamajor militia had defected to the RUF.

Sierra Leone has received an Organization of African Unity (OAU) grant of 
$300,000, to be used for water and sanitation projects in rural areas of the 
country. The award was received by Sierra Leone's Ambassador to Ethiopia, 
Ibrahim Kamara. According to an OAU communiqué issued on Saturday, the 
money was taken from the OAU's Special Emergency Aid Fund.

26 March: The Central Bank has warned foreign exchange bureau operators 
that they risk fines or imprisonment if they disregard regulations on transferring 
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money abroad. A Central Bank statement issued on Friday reminded the 
bureaus that they were not allowed to open foreign exchange accounts outside 
of Sierra Leone. They were also barred from accepting leones "with the intent of 
supplying the foreign exchange equivalent thereof either wholly or in part at a 
future date.'' A Central Bank official said the purpose of the warning was to deter 
capital flight from the country. 

Security forces in Freetown were on high alert Friday amid rumours that the 
rebels were preparing to launch an attack on the capital Saturday during the 
Muslim holiday Eid al-Adha. Officials downplayed the stepping-up of patrols and 
declined to comment on reports of rebel activity on the outskirts of the capital. 
"We are always on alert and taking no chances to ensure the safety and security 
of all residents," a security official said. "We don't want people to panic but to 
enjoy the holiday in the best Muslim tradition." Security officials declined to 
comment on media reports that 50 suspected rebels were arrested Thursday on 
the outskirts of Freetown and that another 10 were picked up in Tengbeh Town 
earlier in the week. "I won't talk about that," an official said.

Outgoing ECOMOG force commander Major-General Timothy Shelpidi blasted 
the press Friday while urging Sierra Leoneans to do more to defend their 
country. 99 percent of what is published in Freetown is rubbish, Shelpidi told 
Sierra Leonean and Nigerian journalists gathered at a press conference at 
ECOMOG headquarters in Freetown. ECOMOG troops are not mercenaries are 
are not paid by the Sierra Leone government to operate in Sierra Leone, 
Shelpidi said. Rather, ECOMOG was in Sierra Leone to provide peace-keeping, 
peace enforcement, and counter-insurgency. Responding to criticism that 
ECOMOG had not done enough to provide security for Freetown residents, BBC 
correspondent Winston Ojukutu-Macaulay quoted Shelpidi as saying that "you 
must first protect yourself before expecting ECOMOG to protect you," adding 
that "if you create an avenue to expose yourself, ECOMOG cannot protect you." 
Shelpidi expressed his view that Sierra Leoneans do not love their country, and 
that while other countries were aspiring to enter the twenty-first century "with 
zeal and enthusiasm," Sierra Leoneans would rather see their country 
destroyed. The Lagos Vanguard newspaper quoted Shelpidi as expressing 
frustration with the leaders of Liberia, Burkina Faso, and Libya for their support 
of the rebels. Taylor and other rebel collaborators should themselves be treated 
as rebels, Shelpidi said, adding that if ECOMOG had the means and the 
opportunity it would treat them as such. He said international sanctions were 
ineffective in discouraging rebel collaborators. Shelpidi said it was a source of 
major regret that the international community had not provided enough support 
for ECOMOG in terms of logistics and manpower, and that this had partly 
enabled the rebel attack on Freetown in January.

Prime Minister Kadre Desire Ouedraogo of Burkina Faso dismissed charges by 
outgoing ECOMOG force commander Major-General Timothy Shelpidi of 
Burkinabe support for AFRC/RUF rebels in Sierra Leone. "I must say that that 
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position does not correspond to the position of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
a country that we respect and like very much," Ouedraogo told reporters in 
Ouagadougou. "I must state that only last weekend President Abdulsalami 
Abubakar had a telephone conversation with President Blaise Compaore, and I 
know that neither the issue of destabilization of Nigeria by Burkina Faso nor 
support for one side in the Sierra Leonean fratricidal conflict featured. 
Consequently, the person who made that statement is solely responsible for it. 
As far as we are concerned, there are other channels and means of responding 
to such situations."

An ECOMOG official confirmed Friday that a "small group" of rebels had 
attacked Benguema, the site of a major military barracks, over the weekend. He 
said the rebels had fired volleys of shots to terrorize residents, but were repelled 
after meeting stiff resistance.

Canada's Special Envoy to Sierra Leone, David Pratt, ended to two-day visit to 
Freetown on Friday after holding talks with President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah. 
"Canada is greatly concerned about the security and humanitarian situation in 
Sierra Leone, Pratt said. He added that Canada was committed to helping the 
country "ensure stability and protect and preserve democracy." Pratt visited a 
number of displaced camps in Freetown, including a shelter for 200 amputees, 
where he presented a cheque for $US 30,000.  In January, Canada pledged to 
contribute one million Canadian dollars to the ECOMOG force.

25 March: At least 150 people drowned Monday when the motorized canoe in 
which they were travelling capsized at sea. The latest disaster, the third this 
month, took place about five miles off Tasso as the boat was heading for the 
fishing port of Tombo, survivors and a Sierra Leone Boatmens Union official 
said on Thursday. Many of the passengers were returning home after fighting 
between rebels and pro-government forces at Tombo forced them to flee their 
homes last week. "The boat sank because it was overloaded with more than 
200 people and was carrying 300 bags of sugar," a union official said. "At least 
150 bodies have so far been found and buried not far from the sinking. The 
passengers were returning home to Tombo after they fled fighting there last 
week." ECOMOG officials serving at Tasso said the boat's crew had been 
warned not to leave port there because the vessel was overloaded. A 
government ban on boat travel imposed in January for security reasons remains 
in effect, but because roads up-country have been cut by rebel activity, the ban 
is frequently ignored.

Some 3,000 metric tons of relief food shipped by the U.S.-based aid 
organisation CARE has has docked at the Queen Elizabeth Pier in Freetown, 
the organisation said in a press release on Thursday. The shipment, which 
includes lentils, wheat, vegetable oil, and corn, is destined for thousands of 
people who have been forced to rely on food subsidies since fighting in January. 
There are estimated to be some 150,000 Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) on 
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the Freetown peninsula alone. In Guinea, 4,700 metric tons of food was 
delivered to CARE aboard the ship Challenger IV where it will be stockpiled for 
delivery to Bo and Kenema where there are an estimated 75,000 IDPs. "CARE 
hopes to deliver 100 metric tons of food weekly to displaced placed people in Bo 
and Kenema," the statement quoted CARE Country Director Nick Webber as 
saying. "While logistically difficult, we are rapidly moving forward with the 
distribution of the much needed food, before the summer rains begin making 
some of the roads impassable." CARE is also distributing food to nearly 300,000 
Sierra Leonean refugees living in 60 camps in Guinea, an undertaking it began 
in November 1998 at the request of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR).  CARE is financed by the U.S. government's Office of 
Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA).

Local journalists said Thursday that 14 people died when rebels attacked five 
villages in Tonkolili and Moyamba Districts on Monday, according to an Agence 
France-Presse (AFP) report. Several houses were also said to have been 
burned. Kamajor militiamen chased the rebels from the villages to Mile 91 
where, the journalists said, a major battle erupted. Local journalists have also 
reported that the rebels have planted landmines in the area to prevent 
ECOMOG troops and the Kamajors from advancing.

A local helicopter service, West Coast, has agreed to transport students in Bo 
and Kenema to Freetown free of charge. The students were caught up-country 
when rebels attacked the capital in January. Since that time, the highway 
between Freetown and Kenema has remained closed. Colleges and the 
university reopened in Freetown recently, but were forced to close again 
because of low attendance.

Liberian Defence Minister alleged Thursday that a large cache of arms and 
ammunition discovered in Freetown on Wednesday was destined for operations 
aimed at destabilising the Liberian government. "We have reports here with us 
indicating that those arms were meant for Liberia," he said. "These people, 
according to our reports, are getting prepared to try and come in here and 
destabilise our government...We have every reason to be concerned because 
all indications are that there are Liberians that were recruited in Liberia to fight 
on all sides in Sierra Leone and now what happens next? They are being armed 
to come back here, and this country is not going to stand idly by." Chea accused 
Deputy Defence Minister Sam Hinga Norman of recruiting Liberians "with the 
acquiescence and notion of ECOMOG" for the conflict in Sierra Leone. "The 
deal was that after whatever operation they had to carry out in Sierra Leone, 
they will come here to fight on the side of whichever group...We have 
indisputable facts that these people and the arms that were discovered 
yesterday in Sierra Leone, the Kamajors with hard Liberian accents are fighters 
that were recruited by ECOMOG and Hinga Norman who are getting ready to 
come back into Liberia to try and destabilise the government."
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ECOWAS foreign ministers meeting in Bamako, Mali have adopted a 
moratorium on the use of light arms, and have spoken out strongly against the 
recruitment of children to fight in armed conflicts. "We strongly condemn any 
recruitment of children among groups of combatants, the foreign ministers said 
in a statement issued late on Wednesday. They called on armed groups to 
"demobilise (child combatants) immediately and provide them with appropriate 
structures for their reintegration" into society. In Sierra Leone, both the AFRC/
RUF rebels and the pro-government Civil Defence Forces have made use of 
child soldiers. On the arms moratorium, the ministers recommended "the 
training of armed forces for a culture of peace, stricter controls at border posts 
(and) the rounding up and destruction of illegally held arms." ECOWAS 
estimates there are some 15 million light arms circulating in West Africa. 

Liberian Deputy Information Minister Milton Teahjay has rejected charges made 
last week by outgoing ECOMOG commander Major-General Timothy Shelpidi 
that Liberia has expansionist plans in the sub-region, Liberian Star Radio 
reported on Thursday. Teahjay said Monday the Liberian government had 
nothing to do with the crisis in Sierra Leone and had no intention of becoming 
militarily involved in the country. He added that the Liberian government would 
not be provoked by distractions.

24 March: Imprisoned RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh has ordered his field 
commanders not to launch a new attack on Freetown amid fears that an attack 
has been planned for Saturday, diplomats said on Wednesday. ECOMOG has 
stepped up patrols in the capital and ECOMOG officers have confirmed that 
clashes have taken place on the edge of the city, Reuters reported. The 
diplomats said RUF commanders agreed not to attack after Sankoh issued 
orders to them during radio linkups on Monday and Tuesday. "Corporal Foday 
Sankoh in the past two days has ordered his rebel commanders not to attack 
Freetown again," one diplomat said. "He told them peace was on the way. He 
said negotiations with the government would begin soon and there was no more 
need to enter the city violently." ECOMOG officers confirmed that rebels 
attacked the Benguema Military Barracks over the weekend, resulting in many 
casualties on both sides in fighting between the rebels and pro-government 
forces. Fears of a new rebel offensive offensive increased this week when 
residents who fled the latest fighting said the rebels told them they would attack 
Freetown on Saturday. ECOMOG officers gave assurances that they were far 
better prepared for a rebel attack now than they were in January when rebel 
forces reached the city centre. "We have far more troops and are far better 
armed," one officer said. "We are sure of crushing the rebels on the outskirts 
without giving them a chance to enter Freetown."

RUF legal representative Omrie Golley said Wednesday the RUF had been 
warned that pro-government troops were planning an offensive against rebel 
positions in Kono for April 6. Golley said the RUF had "detailed intelligence 
reports" indicating that a military build-up was underway and that the 
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government was recruiting mercenaries. He added that the government had 
already purchased two helicopter gunships with an option to purchase four 
more. "We view these developments very ominously," Golley said. He alleged 
that 180 mercenaries associated with the (defunct) mercenary firm Executive 
Outcomes had arrived in Freetown to help ECOMOG launch the offensive. The 
suspected build-up, Golley said, was being funded in part by Britain "under the 
guise of logistical support" such as military tents and equipment. "Contrary to 
promises made to the Sierra Leonean people, to countries in the subregion, and 
to the international community, Mr. Kabbah appears to have no intention of 
pursuing the peace process," he said. He added the RUF would "not allow its 
positions to be attacked by mercenaries and by ECOMOG, who are being 
funded by Britain and the international community. Said Golley: "It is clear that 
Kabbah has no intention of releasing Foday Sankoh or engaging in peaceful 
dialogue. The government is continuously trying to dupe the international 
community into believing it is committed to peace." Golley dismissed reports that 
the RUF had planned a new attack on Freetown for Saturday, the Muslim feast 
day Eid al-Adha. "We are still committed to the peace process," he said. "I do 
not have any word from my military commanders of any planned action around 
that time." 

ECOMOG troops have unearthed a large cache of arms and ammunition in 
Freetown, BBC correspondent Winston Ojukutu-Macaulay reported on 
Wednesday. He said the weapons were discovered at a home which had 
belonged to former AFRC Chief of Defence Staff Brigadier Hassan Conteh, who 
was executed last October. Ojukutu-Macaulay said the cache consisted of "Over 
200 AK-47's and other assorted rifles, rocket-propelled grenade, anti-aircraft 
gun, and some other ammunition and arms, some in plastic containers, some in 
garden pots, and all being carried from this building into this huge truck being 
used by ECOMOG." ECOMOG officers declined comment, but Deputy Minister 
of Finance, Development and Economic Planning Momoh Pujeh told reporters 
that the cache of arms belonged to the Kamajor militia. "From our investigation, 
what is significant is that these Kamajors, the Deputy Minister of Finance Mr. 
Momoh Pujeh is referring to, are Kamajors with heavy Liberian accent," Ojukutu-
Macaulay said. "I went back into the building after ECOMOG had actually left 
the building with my colleagues, and we spoke to several of these Kamajors, all 
carrying ID cards with the Kamajors marked on it and the Civil Defense Forces 
marked on it, and they all had Liberian accent, and that has not gone down well 
in Freetown, particularly so, when the government has been accusing Liberia of 
actually contributing immensely to the AFRC-RUF rebel activities in this 
country." Ojukutu-Macaulay said Pujeh told reporters the Kamajors were 
cleaning the guns. "In fact, we were threatened by the minister that if we do 
report this particular report, we will be considered as saboteurs," he added. 

British Foreign Office whip Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale told the House of 
Lords Wednesday that Britain had "clear and specific" intelligence and 
"compelling evidence" that Liberia has provided arms and personnel to AFRC/
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RUF rebels in Sierra Leone from Liberian territory. Her statement was made in 
response to a suggestion by Liberal Democrat Lord Avebury, who suggested 
the claims of Liberian involvement were based solely on U.S. aerial photographs 
of lorries crossing the frontier. He said the only road crossing the border passed 
over a river bridge policed by the ECOMOG force. Ramsay replied that the 
border was "long, heavily forested, and extremely porous, in the sense of 
anything being able to cross at any point," adding: "There is some kind of 
evidence which governments have that they cannot, in fact, publish."

89 refugees who landed by boat in Cyprus last week are to be returned to 
Lebanon, Cypriot government spokesman Costas Serezis on Wednesday. 
According to Cypriot authorities, five of the 89 refugees who set out from the 
Lebanese port of Tripoli were identified as Sierra Leoneans.  Lebanon's decision 
to take the immigrants back "is one more practical proof of the close and friendly 
ties between the two countries," Serezis said. "Cyprus as well as the European 
Union (EU) are particularly sensitive to the issue of illegal immigrants and the 
EU believes non-member states should help safeguard its borders from illegal 
immigrants." 

Guinean President Lansana Conte, acting Tuesday by presidential decree, 
appointed Mohamed Lamine Sompare as Ambassador to Sierra Leone. Conte 
also made three additional ambassadorial appointments: Souare Baba to 
Liberia, El Hadj John Aboubakar to Libya, and Soumah Foday Lamine Joe to 
Mali.

23 March: The timing of talks between imprisoned RUF leader Corporal Foday 
Sankoh and his commanders on the ground should be Sankoh's decision, 
President Kabbah told Tuesday's edition of the Awoko newspaper, quoted by 
the Agence France-Presse (AFP). "I don't want to push him," Kabbah said. "We 
have made available a radio system for him to talk to his membership in the 
bush, and he has been talking to them and they are trying to see how best they 
can put their acts together. So we will be waiting for them to tell us when and 
how they want to go." Kabbah said that under the constitution he cannot pardon 
Sankoh before the judicial appeals process is complete. "I am head of the 
executive; I do not have authority over the judiciary," he said. He noted that if 
Sankoh is unsuccessful in appealing against his death sentence on treason 
charges, he might be persuaded to exercise his Prerogative of Mercy. "Firstly I 
have to see that there is some remorse on his part for what he has done that is 
wrong. I can sense that the people of Sierra Leone have gone through a lot 
since 1991, and they are yearning and praying for peace, so I have to take into 
consideration their own wish as well. Then there will be my own assessment of 
the overall situation as to whether my allowing him free movement will best lead 
to sustainable peace. If the answers to those questions are positive, then I think 
I will have to go along."

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), in its Emergency Report 
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issued Tuesday for the period through March 19, said the situation in Kambia 
remains unclear. Guinean authorities have declared the Kambia area a military 
zone, thus restricting the activities of humanitarian agencies. The WFP 
expressed concern at lack of access to Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) at 
Gbalamuya, near Kambia, adding that most of the displaced persons who had 
remained behind at the border are now arriving at Formariah, Guinea and at 
other border villages. In Kenema, WFP staff reported that the food situation is 
becoming critical, and has requested that ECOMOG provide security for its 
warehouses. Shops have reopened, the report said, but prices are high because 
goods must be brought in by air. Access to locally produced food remains 
difficult because of the security situation in some areas. The Regional Technical 
Committee in Kenema has estimated that 88,000 IDPs are in need of food 
assistance. The WFP still has 480 tons of assorted food stocks at the Kenema 
warehouse. The WFP said reports indicated recent military activity between pro-
government forces and the rebels along the Kenema-Segbwema highway in 
around Tongofield. In Bo, WFP staff and relief agencies reported that the 
situation was calm. The WFP has begun distributing food to over 1,400 IDPs 
who arrived in Bo during the recent crisis in Freetown, most of them from Kono 
or rebel-held districts in the north who are unable to return home because of the 
insecurity. As of March 18, 7,838 persons were receiving WFP assistance in Bo. 
The road between Bo and Nitti Port is being rehabilitated jointly by the 
communities in Bo, the local government, and the Drivers' Union, the WFP 
report said, adding: "This port and road are expected to be a vital corridor of 
supply for the region in view of the continued closure of the Bo-Freetown 
highway." Some economic activities have resumed in Bo and fuel is now 
available, but the price of rice in remains high.

Sierra Leonean officials on Tuesday released 46 foreign crew members of a 
Korean fishing trawler, after holding them for four days for questioning, a military 
spokesman said. The crew, which included 17 Chinese, 4 South Koreans, and 
25 Ghanaians, was arrested by a Civil Defence Forces unit on suspicion that 
the  trawler, the Dae Sung 51, had been fishing illegally in Sierra Leonean 
waters, according to Reuters. The Agence France-Presse (AFP), quoting the 
Democrat newspaper, said the Kamajors suspected the crew members of being 
mercenaries, and cited unconfirmed reports that the boat had drifted into Sierra 
Leonean waters. Liberian defence officials last week accused Kamajor 
militiamen of commandeering the trawler in Liberian territory and taking it into 
Sierra Leonean waters, where they looted the vessel and abducted the crew. 
On Sunday, the BBC reported that 4 Koreans and 19 Chinese had been turned 
over to ECOMOG. Reuters said Tuesday that ECOMOG airlifted the 46 to 
Freetown where investigation established that there was no case against them. 
Dickson Doug Dabe, the general manager of Tikonko Trading Company which 
owns the trawler, said crew members had been well treated and had not been 
locked up. Liberian defence officials quoted by Star News said last week that 
nine members of the crew had escaped with the boat and returned to Monrovia. 
Reuters reported, however, that the boat and its crew were due to sail for 
Guinea.
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OAU Secretary-General Salim Ahmed Salim in his report to the 69th session of 
the OAU Council of Ministers and the Fourth Ordinary Session of the African 
Economic Community (AEC) has deplored the loss of lives and destruction of 
property in Sierra Leone as a result of the war waged by the RUF and its allies. 
He appealed to OAU states and the international community to "do all they can" 
to help ease the suffering of the Sierra Leonean people.

Health authorities in Freetown have noticed an increase in tuberculosis, malaria, 
dysentery, and hypertension, the Director of Management at Connaught 
Hospital, Saidu Kamara, said on Tuesday. "It is astonishing how tuberculosis 
has suddenly increased, overtaking malaria which in the past was the leading 
disease," Kamara said.

Japan has announced $1.1 million in contributions to the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) to help with refugee programmes in Sierra Leone. The money is part 
of a package of $21.37 million for refugee programmes in Yugoslavia, Sierra 
Leone, Liberia, and Rwanda, Japanese Foreign Minister Masahiko Komura said 
on Tuesday.

Liberian President Charles Taylor warned neighbouring countries Tuesday that 
he would carry out pursuit operations inside their countries if they allowed their 
territory to be used as a springboard for military action against Liberia. "Anybody 
that comes from any country to attack Liberia, we are going to step inside that 
country so help me God,'' Taylor said. "It's not going to be a day's job to remove 
me." Taylor has accused rival former militia leader Alhaji Kromah of plotting to 
overthrow his government. Kromah, in a radio interview earlier this month, 
accused Taylor's security forces of arresting some of his former bodyguards. He 
warned they should be released or he would ensure that they were freed.

The United States Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, Susan E. 
Rice, briefed the House of Representatives Committee on International 
Relations Subcommittee on Africa Tuesday on prospects for peace in Sierra 
Leone, and called for greater U.S. involvement is aiding the Sierra Leone 
government. "This is a critical time in our relations with Africa," Rice told the 
Subcommittee. "Throughout history, we have learned that problems abroad, left 
unattended, will come back to haunt our people and stall our progress. Still, 
there are those who may question our interest in a far-off civil war in a corner of 
Africa. But this is a new moment in history, and a new, fragile democracy in 
Sierra Leone. Sierra Leone is surrounded by nascent and would-be 
democracies and free-market economies. We should not turn our backs on 
America's interests in our fundamental principles of freedom, tolerance, and the 
rights of all people to pursue their individual and collective security and welfare. 
We should defend our interest in democracy worldwide, by not bowing to a 
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brutal insurgent group intent on overthrowing a democratically elected 
government. We should help protect thousands of innocent victims from heinous 
atrocities. Finally, we should protect our interest in building and sustaining 
Africa's peacekeeping capacities, which are key to security throughout the 
continent, by ensuring that ECOMOG has the tools necessary to complete its 
important mission in Sierra Leone. If we succeed, we will help bolster West 
Africa with another democratic government, strong regional conflict resolution 
capabilities, greater regional integration and a confident Nigeria departing Sierra 
Leone on high ground and ready to redirect energy and resources toward 
forging its own new destiny."

22 March: Rebels seized all eleven towns and villages of Koya Chiefdom in 
Port Loko District, 50 miles north of Freetown, amid signs of increasing rebel 
activity north of the capital, Reuters said on Monday. The report quoted a local 
minister, Pastor David Koroma, who said thousands of residents had fled across 
the Mabang River after the rebels ordered them to abandon their homes and 
foodstuffs. "From what I heard from the rebels, they want to build up military 
strength in the area between Koya and Newton," he said, adding that the rebels' 
aim was to prepare news attacks on Freetown if the government refused to 
negotiate with them.

Health authorities estimate that 6,350 corpses have been buried in mass graves 
in Freetown following the rebel attack on the capital in January. Previous 
estimates by the United Nations had put the number of casualties at around 
5,000. An undisclosed number of bodies had to be exhumed and reinterred, 
according to Arthur Williams, Directory of Laboratory Services at the Ministry of 
Health. "The corpses had to be exhumed, as they were initially and hurriedly 
buried in shallow graves near streams, back yards, and on the grounds of some 
schools," Williams said on state radio. He said authorities "wanted to avoid any 
outbreak of diseases with the rainy season due about May." Some 200,000 
residents of Freetown and its suburbs were left homeless by the fighting 
between the rebels and the ECOMOG force. 

Rebel forces have cut all access to the cities of Kenema and Bo, preventing 
food and medicine from reaching residents since January, Reuters reported on 
Monday. On March 6, the Agence France-Presse (AFP) reported severe 
shortages of food and medicine, and said aid agencies had been forced to 
suspend operations because their stores had been looted or burned. According 
to World Food Programme (WFP) reports in February and March, the agency 
has continued to distribute food in Bo and Kenema, but added on March 19 that 
food stores in the two cities were dwindling, even as needs continued to rise.

Standard Chartered Bank reopened in Freetown Monday for the first time since 
the rebel attack on January 6. Barclays Bank reopened its Siaka Stevens Street 
location last week, while two locally owned banks, Sierra Leone Commercial 
Bank and Union Trust Bank, reopened at the end of January. Long lines formed 
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outside the bank as private security guards allowed customers inside in small 
groups. Central Bank officials said they were worried about the scale of 
withdrawals from the two banks. "Since Barclays reopened last week, 
depositors have withdrawn thousands of millions of leones. It's panic. They're 
afraid that the rebels might attack Freetown again and they would not be able to 
get at their money again," one official said. "We are afraid that if the depositors 
continue to withdraw like this, an acute scarcity of cash will hit the commercial 
banks and even the Central Bank, seriously hampering the cash flow in the 
banking system." He said the Central Bank was exploring ways to increase 
confidence in the commercial banks.

Sierra Leone's football team has been formally disqualified from the African 
Nations Cup qualifiers after forfeiting its game against Guinea in Conakry last 
month, the Confederation of African Football announced on Monday.

20 March: ECOMOG freed 77 civilians Wednesday who had been detained on 
suspicion of being rebels or rebel collaborators. "We have not found sufficient 
evidence to classify them as rebels so we cannot keep them in," an ECOMOG 
official said. He added that other detainees were being screened as well and "if 
nothing is found against them, they too will be released."

Three persons who reached Freetown on Friday night after escaping from rebel-
held Makeni have told journalists that a lack of food, fuel, medicine, and other 
essential commodities in the city and surrounding towns is causing serious 
hardships for residents. According to BBC correspondent Winston Ojukutu-
Macaulay, "A farmer told me that civilians are living like hostages with the junta, 
because they’re calling the AFRC/RUF movement up in Makeni "junta." For 
instance, they say whenever the Alpha jet flew past Makeni the rebels tend to 
use them as human shields. There is a curfew in Makeni which starts at about 
15:00 hours (3:00 p.m.). And at the sound of every Alpha jet, civilians are just 
removed from their houses and used, as I said earlier on, as human shields." 
The Agence France-Presse (AFP) quoted one witness as saying electricity had 
been cut off since the rebels entered the city on December 23. He added that 
corpses lay strewn on many main roads. Another witness said: "The rebels are 
everywhere, moving around with curved Chinese daggers. They are holding the 
residents hostage...the rebels have even set their own curfew hours from 3:00 p.
m. till daybreak and people found in the streets are summarily executed. They 
also drag people, particularly girls as young as seven, from their homes at night 
to gang rape them." According to the AFP,  the three related that rebel forces 
were conducting large-scale military training of conscripted teenagers at 
Magburaka and Mile 91. As reported by Ojukutu-Macaulay: "What they’re saying 
is that the rebels, when they took over Makeni back in December, they took over 
Teko (barracks) as well. And Teko is the second largest military barracks in the 
country. And as a result they’ve been using that particular barracks to train 
captured civilians and also some of the rebels they came with when they came 
to Freetown in January." Ojukutu-Macaulay acknowledged he had no 
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independent confirmation of the scale of atrocities at Makeni, but he said the 
witnesses' story was consistent with reports by others who had reached 
Freetown from Makeni since the end of February.

The Belgian government has suspended the deportation of Sierra Leonean 
nationals to Guinea following criticism two weeks ago by human rights groups. 
The Belgian foreign ministry said refugees who had arrived directly from Sierra 
Leone had already benefited from a special measure. "We are now extending 
the measure to persons who arrived in Belgium via Guinea. As a result, these 
people can expect their departure to be postponed," a foreign ministry statement 
said. Applicants must be genuine Sierra Leoneans, and have to sign a 
statement of voluntary departure. The measure is for a limited period, and will 
end when the situation in Sierra Leone improves, or when conditions for Sierra 
Leonean refugees improve in Guinea.

19 March: 70 people died Wednesday when their boat, bound for eastern Sierra 
Leone, capsized in a storm. The accident took place near the village of Kega, 
according to Patrick Kamokai, who heads the port agency. The boat was loaded 
with passengers attempting to reach Bo, which has been cut off from Freetown 
by the fighting. "I believe our boat would have resisted the storm, but because 
the boat was overloaded it capsized and sank," said crew member Alimamy 
Sumba, one of the three survivors.

A cargo ship chartered by the World Food Programme (WFP) and loaded with 
1,100 metric tons of food docked in Freetown on Friday, the first time since 
fighting broke out in January that the WFP has been able to make use of the 
port in Freetown. The vessel is carrying 500 tons of WFP food destined for tens 
of thousands of persons affected by the fighting, and 600 tons of rice donated 
by Italy to the government of Sierra Leone. "This shipment will enable us 
replenish our food stocks and respond to the needs of the displaced people 
living in makeshift camps all over the capital," said Paul Arès, WFP Regional 
Manager for coastal West Africa. "We are very anxious to see if relief food can 
also be moved up-country." WFP warehouses in Freetown were looted of 2,300 
tons of food in January. Stores at up-country locations such as Bo and Kenema 
are dwindling as needs continue to rise. "Despite the looting of our food aid, 
WFP and other aid agencies managed to feed thousands of needy people using 
existing relief supplies stocks," Arès said.

ECOMOG has captured a former Ghanaian army officer, James Owoo, accused 
of plotting to overthrow President Jerry Rawlings in 1994, Ghanaian officials 
said on Friday. They suspect that Owoo was working as a mercenary for Sierra 
Leone's rebels. Owoo is being flown back to Ghana for trial, where he is 
expected to face the death penalty, the BBC reported. Last month, four civilians 
accused of conspiring with him were sentenced to death for treason.

Outgoing ECOMOG commander Major-General Timothy Shelpidi has accused 
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Liberia, Burkina Faso, and Libya of supporting Sierra Leone's rebels, and of 
attempting to destabilise the region. "As long as President Charles Taylor is in 
power in neighbouring Liberia the Sierra Leone crisis will never come to an 
end,'' SLBS (state radio) quoted him as saying in farewell comments to 
President Kabbah on Thursday. "Sierra Leone is just the starting point. They 
have their plan to destabilise the entire region from Sierra Leone, then 
neighbouring Guinea, Ghana and Nigeria,'' Shelpidi said. He added that 
although he was encouraged by regional mediation efforts, he doubted whether 
involving RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh or RUF commander Sam 
"Maskita" Bockarie in the talks would guarantee peace. "The problem with 
Sierra Leone is not Foday Sankoh or Sam Bockarie but the link from Libya, 
Burkina Faso, to Liberia,'' he said.

Five Sierra Leoneans are among 89 illegal immigrants detained by Cypriot 
authorities when their boat was found adrift late Thursday. "We have them on a 
vessel in the port. They have been fed and now we are waiting to see what 
happens," a police spokesman said. The immigrants are being held at a 
detention center in Cyprus. The boat set out from the Lebanese port of Tripoli, 
according to the passengers, and the Cypriot government has contacted the 
Lebanese Embassy in Nicosia about repatriating the group. Authorities said they 
wanted to prevent the boat from landing on Cyprus, but were forced to lead it to 
a port when it got caught up in rough seas.

The Rome-based Missionary Services News Agency (MISNA) said Friday it as 
yet had no independent confirmation of ECOMOG claims to have recaptured 
Kambia, but did confirm the capture of Lunsar. The Guinean government has 
reinforced its troop strength along the Sierra Leone border, officially as a 
precautionary measure to prevent armed incursions into Guinea, MISNA said. 
The news agency added that there had been many arbitrary arrests of Sierra 
Leonean refugees by the soldiers, often with the intent of extorting money.

18 March: Guinean ECOMOG troops repelled a rebel attack on Kambia earlier 
this week, ECOMOG officials said on Thursday. The officials said rebels entered 
the nearby Guinean border town of Pamalap on Monday and fired a volley of 
shots, causing residents to flee. The Guineans "opened up with heavy 
bombardment, scattering the rebels," one official said. ECOMOG said its troops 
were now "firmly" in control of Kambia, countering a claim by RUF commander 
Sam "Maskita" Bockarie, who said earlier in the week his rebel forces controlled 
the town.

Port operations in Freetown have resumed, Port Director Abdul Barri told the 
Agence France-Presse (AFP). He said two container vessels, the CMBT Echo 
and the Tomson Guard, were berthed at the main port on Thursday with 
cargoes of food and textiles. Another container ship, the Steven Sea, arrived 
earlier this week with 3,000 tons of flour.
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The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director, Carol 
Bellamy, said Thursday there "may be a glimmer of hope" for Sierra Leone. She 
said her optimism was based on the apparently growing number of abducted 
children who had been released by the rebels. Bellamy called for the release of 
more children, and expressed the hope that more areas of Sierra Leone would 
be made accessible so that humanitarian aid could be delivered. "It may be a 
pipe dream to believe that peace could be a reality in Sierra Leone, after the 
unspeakable violence we have seen there," Bellamy said. "But the alternative 
would be a further descent into anarchy and the worst forms of violence and 
terror. The children and women of the country deserve an end to the carnage."

Justice Minister and Attorney-General Solomon Berewa said Thursday that RUF 
leader Corporal Foday Sankoh's appeal against his death sentence on treason 
charges is expected to be heard in two weeks time. He said the appeals 
process should not interfere with initiatives aimed at bringing about peace talks 
between the government and the RUF. Berewa said the appeals of former 
President Joseph Saidu Momoh and former BBC Network Africa presenter 
Hilton Fyle were  also scheduled to begin shortly. In an interview broadcast over 
the BBC on Tuesday, Fyle said that he, Momoh, and others were with RUF 
forces "somewhere in the center of the country." Speaking by satellite 
telephone, Fyle protested his innocence of treason, but stated he would not give 
himself up unless he were assured of a fair hearing before an international 
panel.

Liberia has accused "suspected Kamajor militias" of looting a Korean-owned 
fishing vessel, the De Sung, on March 12 while it was fishing in Liberian 
territorial waters in Grand Cape Mount County. According to Liberia's Star 
News, Liberian defence authorities said two canoe-loads of militiamen 
commandeered the vessel and took it into Sierra Leonean waters, where they 
looted the boat and abducted 21 members of the primarily Chinese and Korean 
crew. Nine members of the crew, mostly Ghanaians and Guineans, later 
managed to retrieve the vessel and escape to Monrovia, Star News said.

17 March: Talks between the government and the RUF are set to take place in 
April and will most likely be hosted by Togo, a senior aide to President Kabbah 
said on Wednesday. The negotiations are to begin after RUF leader Corporal 
Foday Sankoh has a chance to meet with his battlefield commanders, either in 
Togo or in Ivory Coast. "The jailed RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh over the 
weekend instructed his military commander Sam Bockarie to set up a team 
which will leave Sierra Leone for a third country in a week or two, where they 
will meet him to discuss and harmonise their position for forthcoming 
negotiations with the government," the aide said. "We are likely to begin meeting 
the rebels for peace talks in the first week of April or in the second week. The 
venue is almost settled now. It will most probably be Lomé, the Togolese 
capital...One of the main problems left is for the RUF delegation to meet with 
their leader and sort out their act to be able to negotiate realistically. The rebels 
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will be meeting either in Lomé or in Abidjan before the negotiations start."

OAU Chairman and President of Burkina Faso Blaise Compaore announced 
Wednesday that he has called off a proposed extraordinary summit on African 
conflicts scheduled for March 30-31 because he was unable to obtain a quorum. 
"Consultations undertaken thus far have not resulted in the quorum necessary 
for the holding of an emergency summit," he said in a brief statement broadcast 
over Burkinabe state radio. He urged parties to conflicts in Africa to settle their 
differences through dialogue. "In spite of numerous African mediation initiatives 
and the initiatives of the international community, the results obtained have 
been limited," he said. Also Wednesday, the Angolan government called on 
OAU member states to boycott the proposed summit because UNITA rebel 
leader Jonas Savimbi has been invited. "It is more than a little ridiculous to 
pretend that such a figure should participate in an OAU summit," the 
government said. "(We) call on OAU member states to oppose the holding of 
the summit, which...will only heighten the difficulty of reaching a peace in 
Angola." Compaore had indicated last week that rebel movements would be 
invited to attend the summit which was intended deal with conflicts in Sierra 
Leone, Angola, and the Democratic Republic of Congo, Guinea Bissau, as well 
as the border dispute between Ethiopia and Eritrea.

Soldiers of the disbanded Sierra Leone Army are calling for a general amnesty 
and reinstatement of the army as price of ending their armed struggle against 
the government, a "high-level security source" told the Agence France-Presse 
(AFP) on Wednesday. "They want the government to give them back their 
quarters in the various barracks they had occupied before the May 25, 1997 
coup and for government to declare a blanket amnesty that will prevent any 
future legal prosecution against them," the source said. He added the fighters 
also expressed their "willingness to stop fighting in the interest of peace and 
stability in the country."  

The Minister of Mineral Resources, Mohamed Swarray Deen, issued a press 
statement Tuesday clarifying "certain issues related to Kimberlite mining in the 
Tongo Fields," quoted by a government news release issued on Wednesday. A 
concession was granted to Rex Diamond Mining Company in 1994 to mine 
diamonds at Tongofield, and the company's lease is still current, the statement 
said, adding that it was therefore not true Branch Energy had been granted a 
license to mine in the same area. Reuters reported Monday that Branch Energy 
had been issued concessions to conduct underground mining operations in 
Kono District and at Tongofield. Branch Energy, the statement said, is expected 
to start diamond mining operations in Koidu "when security is fully restored to 
the country." Both Kono District and the Tongo area remain areas of substantial 
rebel activity.

16 March: Justice Minister and Attorney-General Solomon Berewa said 
Tuesday that RUF leader Foday Sankoh's appeal against his death sentence for 
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treason would go ahead despite indications that he might be released. "We 
have put all the legal records in place for Corporal Foday Sankoh's appeal to 
start within two weeks," Berewa said. "When and after the process of law has 
prevailed, then any further action to pardon Sankoh can take place." The Sierra 
Leone government has maintained that Sierra Leone's constitution prevents 
President Kabbah from granting clemency to any person until the appeals 
process has been exhausted and the case has been examined by a Prerogative 
of Mercy Committee.

Fighting continued around the town of Kambia on Tuesday, according to military 
sources and travellers from the area. ECOMOG said Guinean troops were in 
control of Kambia, but witnesses reported that rebel forces held large parts of 
the town. "The rebels attacked Kambia yesterday and Guinean ECOMOG 
troops holding the town engaged them in heavy fighting yesterday and today," 
an ECOMOG officer told reporters. Travellers and aid workers said Guinean 
troops had engaged rebels who attacked the town of Pamalap, just inside the 
Guinea border, and pushed them back toward Kambia. Aid workers said the 
rebels had suffered heavy losses at Kambia, and that many bodies lay on the 
outskirts of the town. 

RUF commander Sam "Maskita" Bockarie told the Agence France-Presse (AFP) 
Tuesday that he had ordered his men to cease all communication with the 
Sierra Leone government. He said the measure was aimed at pressuring 
President Kabbah to keep his promise to allow RUF officials to meet with their 
leader, Corporal Foday Sankoh. "I have given orders to cease all 
communication with the enemy," Bockarie said. "I am not going to encourage 
them to play games with us." Bockarie said concrete measures should be taken 
immediately to allow Sankoh to hold a face-to-face meeting with his followers, 
adding that for the meeting to take place the United Nations Security Council 
would have to lift the international travel ban imposed on former junta members. 
Bockarie said he had twice been in contact with Sankoh by field radio, and said 
he told the RUF leader that he would not agree to a cease-fire until a meeting 
was arranged between the two of them. He said the RUF wanted to verify that 
Sankoh had not been under physical and psychological duress while in prison.

Former BBC Network Africa presenter Hilton Fyle, who was sentenced to death 
last year on treason charges for operating a pro-junta radio station during the 
period of AFRC/RUF rule, told the BBC Monday that he had escaped "into the 
hinterlands" of Sierra Leone after being freed from prison by the RUF in 
January. "I saw the soldiers were trying to move away from my area so I just 
followed the soldiers because I was really afraid to go into anybody else’s 
hands," he said. "I didn’t want to go into the hands of the Kamajors, or 
ECOMOG, or the government, because they had put me in jail and condemned 
me to death. I didn’t think that was a wise thing to do." Fyle said he was in the 
care of the RUF  "somewhere in the center of the country, far away from 
Freetown," along with former President Joseph Momoh, the AFRC's Secretary 
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