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News Archives

28 February 1999: President Kabbah said Sunday that RUF rebels and their
allies had apparently accepted his offer, made earlier in the month, for an RUF
delegation to hold a face-to-face meeting with RUF leader Corporal Foday
Sankoh "so that they could have their own dialogue and consultations on how
they intend to pursue the peace process." In an address to the nation, Kabbah
said that although he had not received any formal response from the RUF
leadership to his proposal that the meeting take place on board a foreign frigate
in Sierra Leone's territorial waters, he said his government had no objection to
holding the meeting in Lomé, Togo or Bamako, Mali. "Our decision that Foday
Sankoh could meet his RUF leadership in Lomé or Bamako is based on the
clear and unequivocal understanding that after their internal dialogue and
consultations, Foday Sankoh would be returned to Sierra Leone, without delay,
to resume his defence against his conviction," Kabbah said. Kabbah also used
the address to appeal to the RUF and their supporters to release children who
had been abducted by the rebels, including those abducted during the attack on
Freetown in January.

27 February: AFRC/RUF rebel forces fought Kamajor militiamen for control of
Moyamba on Saturday. Civilians who fled the area said the rebels attacked the
town on Thursday, and that the fighting continued Friday and Saturday. Reuters
guoted "security sources" who said the attack was carried out by rebels
retreating from their positions around Freetown. "It is in their path of retreat,"
one official was quoted as saying. Civilians fled to Freetown by sea. One
witness told of seeing scores of bodies lying in the street.

President Kabbah said Friday he expected some Nigerian troops to be
withdrawn from the ECOMOG force after Saturday's presidential election in
Nigeria, but said he was still counting on ECOWAS to defend his regime. He
said he did not believe that regional allies would withdraw all their troops. "We
have a defence treaty. That defence treaty does not automatically come to an
end because of an election,” Kabbah said during a visit to Sierra Leone by
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Sadako Ogata. He added that
Freetown housed the general headquarters of ECOMOG. Kabbah said,
however, that Nigerian participation in the ECOMOG force was likely to be
reduced following a 40% drop in the price of oil, which makes up Nigeria's main
export commodity. "With that type of decline of revenues, any responsible
government would have to reorganise their own priorities," he said. "If they
decide that because of these difficulties they want to scale down their
participation, | think this is reasonable.” Kabbah said that with this in mind, the
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reorganisation of Sierra Leone's armed forces had already begun. He also
called on ECOWAS member states to do more to contribute to the ECOMOG
force.

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said Saturday that food
distributions to internally displaced persons (IDPs) were continuing in Blama,
although of the 170 tons of food allocated to Blama to meet the needs of 15,000
IDPs for 30 days, only 92 tons of food had been delivered between 21 and 22
February because of fuel shortages. WFP food aid monitors from Kenema were
in Blama to oversee food distribution carried out by the Kailahun District
Development Foundation. Some IDPs in Blama had returned to Kenema, the
WEFP said, adding that ECOMOG was in control of the security situation there
but rebels were "suspected to be in the vicinity." In Bo, the WFP said it was
providing food assistance to about 5,500 persons. While distributions were
continuing in Bo itself, they were being delayed in Mandu and Jembeh because
of fuel shortages. The recent commandeering of vehicles by the Civil Defence
Forces has caused concern in the humanitarian community, the WFP said. In
Kambia District, the WFP cited reports that rebels had attempted to cross to
Gbenle, on the western edge of the Great Scarcies River. This, coupled with
measures taken by the Guinean government to prevent rebel infiltration across
the border, has caused many IDPs to remain at Gbalamuya. A WFP food aid
monitor has not been able to reach the IDPs at Gbalamuya for the past ten days
because of Guinean restrictions on cross-border movements. The WFP has 120
tons of relief food at Forecariah, Guinea ready to distribute when the situation
permits, the report said. The WFP quoted the United Nations Military Observer
Force (UNOMSIL) as saying that ECOMOG has secured Waterloo and is in
control of Kabala, Daru, Joru, and Bumbuna. There are reports that 3,000
people have returned to Waterloo, the WFP added. The feeding programme is
continuing in eastern Freetown, and the government has opened a new centre
at NATCO, in Calaba Town. "Although security situation has improved in
Freetown, it is still not safe enough for the return of international humanitarian
staff," the report observed. A WFP technical team was scheduled to visit
Freetown on Saturday to assess the port and other facilities. The report added
that a UN/WFP chartered helicopter had reached Conakry on February 24, and
its first flight to Freetown was scheduled for Saturday.

26 February: The U.S. State Department issued its Sierra Leone Country
Report on Human Rights Practices for 1998 on Friday, describing human rights
abuses on the part of both the government and AFRC/RUF rebel forces during
the past year. "The Government's human rights record was characterised by
serious problems," the report said. "Some members of the security forces,
including the Civil Defense Forces, committed extra-judicial killings, and tortured
and beat suspected rebels and rebel collaborators." The report alleged harsh
and life-threatening prison conditions, government interference with
humanitarian relief efforts, arrest and detention without trial under emergency
decrees, and restrictions on freedom of the press. "The Government harassed,
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arrested and detained journalists for their coverage of security-related issues,"
the report said. It added that violence against women and prostitution remained
problems. "CDF units inducted child soldiers and female genital mutilation
continued to be a widespread practice. Discrimination against ethnic minorities
persisted. There was some forced labour in rural areas. Child labour persists.
ECOMOG forces operating in support of the Government occasionally beat and
detained non-combatants," the report said. The State Department accused
AFRC/RUF rebels of "numerous egregious abuses, including brutal killings,
severe mutilations, and deliberate dismemberments, in a widespread campaign
of terror against the civilian population known as '‘Operation No Living Thing.'
While still in power in January and February, junta forces continued their
previous pattern of abuse, which included assaults and other acts of intimidation
against political opponents, non-governmental and other civic and humanitarian
organisations, and citizens. During the fighting for Freetown in February, their
retreat to the interior in March, and their advance on the capital in December,
junta forces were responsible for killings, kidnappings, mutilation, rape, and
destruction of property.” The report said said rebel forces "detained,
decapitated, burned alive, and inflicted bullet and machete wounds on civilians,"
adding that many died before they could receive treatment. "The rebel forces
abducted missionaries and aid workers, ambushed humanitarian relief convoys
and raided refugee sites. The junta forces continued the long-standing practice
of abducting villagers and using them as forced labourers, as sex slaves, and as
human shields during skirmishes with Government and ECOMOG forces. Boys
were forced to become child soldiers. Rebel forces used rape as a terror tactic
against women," the report alleged.

Phillip Neville, managing editor of the independent newspaper Standard Times,
was arrested by plainclothes police officers on Wednesday following publication
of an article entitled "Jo Demby's Partner to Kill Kabbah and Jonah." The New
York-based Committee to Protect Journalists said the article alleged business
ties between Vice President Albert Joe Demby and Israeli national Ya'ir Klein,
alias Galklein, who has been in detention for the past three weeks on espionage
charges. The newspaper said Klein planned to assassinate President Kabbah
and Finance Minister James Jonah.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Sadako Ogata, will meet
with President Kabbah, and will relay a message from refugees saying they
wanted a peaceful solution to the Sierra Leone conflict, the BBC reported on
Friday. Ogata began an eight day tour of West Africa on Tuesday to get a first
hand look at the refugee situation in the sub-region.

RUF legal representative Omrie Golley called on the Sierra Leone government
to agree on a venue for preliminary talks between imprisoned RUF leader
Corporal Foday Sankoh and his supporters. "We are seeking a very firm
commitment from the government to get this process started," Golley said in a
Reuters interview. "We have reiterated our commitment and we have heard
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nothing from the government.” The Sierra Leone government has said it
preferred that the meeting take place on either a British or American warship off
the coast of Sierra Leone, and both governments have reportedly offered to
guarantee security. Golley rejected the proposal. "We do not feel safe on a boat
regardless of who actually owns it," he said.

25 February: A Nigerian cargo ship, the Bulk Challenge, has left Freetown
carrying 1,048 Nigerian civilians whose property was looted or destroyed during
last month's fighting in Freetown, port officials said on Thursday. Many of the
evacuees had been long-term residents of Sierra Leone. "This exercise is solely
aimed at ameliorating the suffering of our nationals displaced by the war and it
does not in any way mean a total evacuation of the over 35,000 Nigerians
resident in Sierra Leone," the Nigerian High Commission said in a statement.
Nigerian diplomats said, however, that more evacuations by sea might be
necessary.

Some 2,000 children between the ages of 5 and 14 have been missing since
AFRC/RUF rebels attacked Freetown on January 6, a Ministry of Social Welfare
official said on Thursday. "We believe that many of the children have been
abducted by the rebels when they were chased out by ECOMOG and have
been taken to the bush,” he said. "Some are being used as cooks, carriers of
looted goods, while others have been illegally married to rebel commandos."
The Agence France-Presse (AFP) quoted escapees from rebel camps who said
boys were receiving weapons training or were sent on spying missions. The
Social Welfare official disclosed that 980 former child soldiers who had received
rehabilitation between 1992 and 1997 rejoined the rebels after the project folded
in November 1997 for lack of funds. "With assistance not forthcoming, the
children joined their colleagues in the jungle after the ousting of the junta in
February last year," he said. His account was disputed by former AFRC
Secretary of State for Information Mohamed Bangura, who was subsequently
guoted by the National Neutral Journalists Association of Sierra Leone as
saying that the late Lieutenant-Colonel Kula Samba had continued the
demobilisation project even after aid agencies had been prevented from
assisting her efforts. Bangura alleged that Samba's records had been destroyed
in February 1998 by supporters of the civilian government.

The situation at Kambia remains "extremely chaotic," the Italian-based
Missionary Services News Agency (MISNA) reported on Thursday. While
ECOMOG troops are positioned near the city, the area surrounding Kambia is
subject to frequent rebel incursions, MISNA said, adding that in the past few
days "many men of both sides have lost their lives in the heavy fighting." The
news agency confirmed that both Lunsar and Makeni remained in rebel hands
where, it said, young men were being recruited to join the rebel forces.

RUF legal representative Omrie Golley told the Agence France-Presse (AFP)
Wednesday that RUF representatives and U.N. Special Envoy to Sierra Leone
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Francis Okelo had together drafted a document "in which we express our desire
for the search for a peaceful solution” to the Sierra Leone conflict. He added that
a copy of the document had been sent to President Kabbah. "We see that the
United Nations is exercising its moral authority to reach a negotiated solution,
and we are glad of it," said Golley. He said he had spoken directly to President
Kabbah two weeks ago "for the first time in two years" in a conversation
arranged by the U.S. State Department while he was in Washington, D.C. "It
wasn't talks strictly speaking, but a simple discussion during which | repeated
our demand for Sankoh's release. Since then we have had no contact,” he said.

Freetown's Inter-Religious Council appealed Wednesday for the rebels to free
three Christian priests they are holding: Italian Xaverian missionary priest Father
Vittorio Mosele, Irish Brother Noel Bradshaw of the "Brothers of Christian
Instruction,” and Sierra Leonean priest Dominic Kargbo. "If the rebels should
consent, it would indicate a political opening and a positive step towards,
dialogue," Makeni Bishop George Biguzzi told the Missionary Services News
Agency (MISNA).

24 February: ECOMOG troops and the Civil Defence Forces militia have
pushed rebel forces out of Waterloo, ECOMOG spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel
Chris Olukulade said on Wednesday. Waterloo is 18 miles from Freetown. "The
battle to flush the rebels who had made bases in Waterloo Town and in the
forest around the town started on Saturday. Yesterday, we were able to crush
them finally and fully deploy in the town," he said. "Our flushing of the rebels
from Waterloo and the surroundings means Freetown is now safe, for the time
being, from the threat of rebel attacks." Olukulade said ECOMOG had used
tanks and planes in the military operation, and had also captured Benguema,
the site of a major military barracks. Radio France International reported
Wednesday that ECOMOG was continuing to use Nigerian Alpha jet fighters to
bomb the hills around Waterloo where rebel forces are believed to be located.

The Inter-Press Service (IPS), quoting an eyewitness, reported Wednesday that
more than 70 homes in Kambia were burned down by rebel forces "who looted
foodstuffs and other moveable items from civilians." The IPS, quoting "Ministry
of Defence Sources," said heavy fighting was going on for control of Makeni.

The RUF is prepared to hold peace talks with the government, according to a
joint communiqué issued by RUF representatives and U.N. Special Envoy to
Sierra Leone Francis Okelo. The RUF called for the release of their leader,
Corporal Foday Sankoh, who remains under a death sentence on charges of
treason. Responding to the government's offer to allow an RUF delegation to
meet with Sankoh in a neutral venue, the RUF said it preferred the meeting to
take place in either Ouagadougou, Abidjan, or Lomé. "The RUF delegation
welcomed the recent offer of dialogue from President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah and
his renewed commitment to peace," the joint statement said. "It maintained that
in the spirit of peace and reconciliation Foday Sankoh should not be held in
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custody after the preliminary consultations. ...The RUF delegation expressed
the readiness of the RUF to consider a ceasefire with the government of Sierra
Leone and ECOMOG at the beginning of the internal RUF consultations
provided United Nations military observers were immediately deployed to
monitor and verify strict compliance." The statement said the RUF was prepared
to punish any members committing human rights violations. "The RUF
delegation stated that it condemned and will continue to condemn all human
rights violations and atrocities including amputations, mutilations, maiming, rape
etc perpetrated against the civilian population,” the communiqué said. The RUF
added that it would respect the neutrality of humanitarian organisations and their
staffs, and give them free access to any area under their control.

National Security Advisor Sheka Mansaray said Wednesday he would like
ECOWAS to bring about early peace talks, despite pro-government attacks on
rebel positions in eastern Sierra Leone. "The government is not retreating from
the proposed peace negotiations with the rebels," he said. He added that both
Britain and the United States had offered to guarantee Sankoh's security and to
host preliminary talks aboard ships off the coast of Sierra Leone.

ECOMOG and the British Joint Rapid Deployment Force (JRDF) held a high-
level meeting in Freetown Tuesday, state radio said on Wednesday. During the
meeting, ECOMOG commander Major-General Timothy Shelpidi welcomed
British support for the ECOMOG force. "ECOMOG continues to appreciate the
assistance being given in the form of logistics and other aid as they greatly
relieve the stress on west African countries, especially those maintaining
troops," Shelpidi was quoted as saying. JRDF commander General David
Richards said the British government had already "initiated necessary action on
the preliminary report" the JRDF had submitted. "A comprehensive package
would be worked out based on the current consultation" between the JRDF,
ECOMOG, and the Sierra Leone Defence Headquarters, he said.

The Liberian government has ordered the immediate deportation of two of the
ten persons arrested last week on suspicion of collaborating with rebel forces in
Sierra Leone. Charges against the others were dropped. Justice Minister
Eddington Varmah has now accused the two, Sierra Leonean Sheik Ahmed
Kompah and the British general manager of Red Deer Corporation, Richard
Ratcliffe, of "mercenarism™ and of collaborating with the Sierra Leone
Embassy’s information officer, David Sesay, to fabricate evidence of Liberian
involvement in Sierra Leone’s civil conflict. Ratcliffe was unable to assist the
investigation because of ill health. Varmah alleged that Sesay was "an
intelligence officer...posing as an information officer," and declared him persona
non grata for having engaged in "acts incompatible with his status." Varmah
accused Sesay of organising a "covert network" with the aim of spreading lies to
undermine the Liberian government. He also accused Sesay of printing an RUF/
Junta letterhead which was used to circulate damaging and misleading
information about Liberia’s role in the war in Sierra Leone.
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23 February: Deputy Defense Minister Sam Hinga Norman said Tuesday that
while the government controlled Freetown, rebels remained active outside the
capital. "Freetown is relatively safe while its environs...are not yet satisfactorily
controlled by security (forces)," he said. He predicted that the government would
soon restore control. Norman said rebels controlled Kono, Kailahun, and
Bombali Districts, which include the towns of Koidu, Kailahun, and Makeni, and
that rebel forces also controlled part of the Western Area. Norman said fighting
was continuing for the diamond mining town of Tongo, adding that it was
important for the government to retake the mining areas. "The government has
been losing millions of dollars and what is my determination now as deputy
defence minister is for ECOMOG and Kamajors to retake the entire Kono district
urgently,” he said. Norman also said Tuesday that the government wanted to
ensure that RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh would be returned to custody
after meeting with an RUF delegation. "The laws of the land must prevail,"
Norman said. He added that he would like to see Sankoh pardoned, but that
Kabbah could only do this once the legal process had run its course.

The ECOMOG force, backed by Kamajor militiamen, have captured the town of
Segbwema from AFRC/RUF rebels, while fighting for the town of Tongo was
continuing, an ECOMOG spokesman said on Tuesday. He added that
ECOMOG troops were advancing on the rebels in the north, and had cleared
Kambia of rebel troops. Reuters did not identify the spokesman for its report,
and the claims have not been independently confirmed.

Aid workers warned Tuesday that areas of Eastern and Southern Province
could soon face acute hunger. Reuters quoted the aid workers, whom it did not
identify, as saying that the problem was extremely serious in towns and villages
around Bo and Kenema. "A humanitarian catastrophe is not too far off if food
and medicine do not get through to these people in the next few weeks," one aid
worker said, adding that malnutrition might have already caused hundreds of
deaths.

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
appealed Tuesday for 6.5 billion CFA francs ($11 million) to help victims of war,
hunger, and disease in West Africa. "Since 1990, armed conflict in certain West
African countries such as Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Guinea Bissau has
displaced and continues to displace hundreds of thousands of people,” the
group said in a statement issued in Abidjan. "The death rate from epidemics of
cholera, meningitis, yellow fever, and hepatitis A in the region remains high. The
spread of AIDS continues.”" The statement said 5.3 billion CFA francs would be
used to help and later to repatriate refugees, while the balance would be used
for more general assistance.

22 February: RUF legal representative Omrie Golley told the BBC Monday that
talks with U.N. Special Envoy to Sierra Leone Francis Okelo in Abidjan over the
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weekend "went very well." Golley said the RUF reaffirmed to Okelo their
commitment to achieving a "peaceful dialogue" with the government. "We've
sent documents in to the United Nations into our side for it to be ratified, but we
felt that the talks were very, very constructive," he said. "Details will be released
in due course — we would hope within the next 24 to 48 hours." Golley said he
was continuing to hold consultations in and around the sub-region, but criticised
the Sierra Leone government for not following through on its proposals. "We
understand that the United Nations would be taking these proposals into Sierra
Leone," he said. "However, we are forced to say that comments like the ones
made by the president yesterday in his speech to the nation we consider to be
provocative and do not really advance the peace process. Nothing effectively
has been said beyond the statement made over two weeks ago that Foday
Sankoh was going to be released to us for consultation purposes. We haven't
had any definitive proposals from them as to how substantive talks would take
place."

Presidential spokesman Septimus Kaikai disputed Golley's contention that the
government had offered to release Sankoh. "The president said ‘we will make
available to you your leader for consultation,” Kaikai said. "And when that offer
was made to the RUF people, they have not taken it up because a venue was
suggested for them which they outrightly rejected.” In order for the meeting to
take place, Kaikai said, the RUF would have to agree to a venue acceptable to
the government. "We offered that they could meet on the British ship, which they
rejected. And to the best of our knowledge, every effort made by us, other
suggestions made by us with regards to other venues, the answers to those
requests have not come forth yet," Kaikai said. "We believe that the suggestions
which were made were very good suggestions. (On the British warship) they
would have been able to meet their leader in privacy, and they would have been
assured all the security that they could have expected to get from anybody
under the circumstances." He added that Sierra Leone had asked the U.S.
government for help and were awaiting a response. He stressed that the
government's offer was to allow RUF leaders to meet with Sankoh. "Again, let
me indicate to you that the president has made the offer that he would make
him available for consultation with the members of the RUF," Kaikai said. "We
have to remember that Foday Sankoh is here with us, and we want to make
sure that he is going to be made available to them. Once that is done, and we
have a peace process, then other things will come as a result of that.”

The U.S. State Department warned Monday that "there is no truth” to a story
being circulated on the internet that a special visa program exists for Sierra
Leoneans to bring their parents, spouses, and children to the United States from
Conakry. The internet posting reportedly advises green card holders to provide
family members with lodging and tickets to travel from Freetown to Conakry.
Once there, the State Department would supposedly provide a visa and tickets
which would be billed to the families later. "Unfortunately, this is a garbled and
incorrect description of an existing U.S. refugee resettlement program,” the
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State Department statement said. "The factual errors in the program's
description may cause hardship to Sierra Leoneans stranded in West Africa and
their relatives in the U.S. and should be disregarded."

The Liberian Foreign Ministry has offered to grant an amnesty to Liberians
fighting in Sierra Leone, provided they return home within 45 days. After that
time, the governments of Liberia and Sierra Leone would arrest and prosecute
any Liberian national involved in the Sierra Leone conflict, a ministry statement
said. The government appealed to the United Nations to help it identify,
document, and process an organised repatriation for Liberians fighting in Sierra
Leone. The foreign ministry said the measure was being proposed "to
discourage Liberian citizens from complicating the crisis in Sierra Leone, and to
ensure compliance with laws and conventions relating to mercenaries." The
international community has alleged that RUF rebels in Sierra Leone are
receiving Liberian training and support, a charge which the Liberian government
has denied. "Liberia has not and will not support, nor be a party to any attempt
to destabilize and remove the legitimate government of Sierra Leone from
office," the statement said. The Liberian government estimates that some 3,500
Liberians are "fighting on all sides" in Sierra Leone, but maintains that they are
mercenaries. "Liberia is sensitive to the international concerns that have been
expressed regarding its alleged complicity in the Sierra Leone crisis...and is
cognizant of the adverse effect that this state of affairs is having on the
maintaining of peace, unity, stability and progress in Liberia, the ECOWAS sub-
region and the larger international community," the foreign ministry statement
said. The Liberian government renewed its call for Sierra Leone to accept joint
monitoring of the two countries' common border, and requested help from the
United States and the European Union to facilitate the patrol. Liberia also
appealed to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to
relocate Sierra Leonean refugee camps within Liberia further from the border "to
discourage any attempt to use these camps for subversive activities" in Sierra
Leone. The foreign ministry also said that Liberian national security agencies
had been directed to ensure that no cross-border trans-shipment of arms and
ammunition took place through Liberian territory.

The Missionaries of Charity mission has re-opened in Kissy, little more than a
month after six members of the order were kidnapped by rebels during fighting
in Freetown. Four of the six died as a result of their ordeal. Bishop of Makeni
George Biguzzi, who visited the house on Saturday, described its re-opening as
a "Godsend," the Italian-based Missionary Services News Agency (MISNA)
reported. "l was convinced that everything would have been abandoned after all
the looting in the past weeks," Biguzzi said. "To my great surprise | discovered
that the personnel re-opened the House to the poor, despite the absence of the
sisters. There were about thirty people, mainly elderly and children, all suffering
from malnutrition. They were assisted by two men and two women who in the
past co-operated with the missionary sisters in their mission." At present, food
and medicine is being supplied by Saint Martin Parish, run by the Holy Ghost
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Fathers, MISNA said. Biguzzi expressed hope that the nuns would soon return
to Kissy.

21 February: President Kabbah called on the United Nations Security Council
Sunday to exert pressure on Sierra Leone's rebel leaders and "on those states
and individuals who continue to supply the weapons and logistics" in support of
rebel forces. Kabbah said his government had already made major concessions
to promote the peace process. "At this stage, and from now on, | wish to
declare, on your behalf, that all calls for dialogue, and all calls for a political
settlement, should to directed at the RUF rebels who are waging a brutal but
unnecessary war against the people of Sierra Leone, with massive material
assistance from abroad," Kabbah said in a nationwide broadcast. "For a change,
let the RUF and its supporters make concessions, genuine concessions for
peace, if they really want peace." He urged the Security Council to "consider the
possibility of taking further action, not excluding the threat of force, against the
rebels and their supporters" to back up their call on rebel leaders to "cease all
violence and seek genuine dialogue for the restoration of lasting peace and
stability in Sierra Leone." Kabbah said that while Sierra Leone was now "safer
than it has been in awhile," the government was still determined "to defend
every corner"” of the country. "Having said this, | must reiterate that my
Government’s attention is still focused on the search for a peaceful resolution of
the crisis,"” Kabbah added.

United Nations Special Envoy to Sierra Leone Francis Okelo ended three days
of talks with RUF legal representative Omrie Golley in Abidjan on Sunday. The

two conferred on means of advancing the peace process in Sierra Leone. "We

just ended our discussions and we are reporting to our respective sides," Okelo
said.

20 February: 428 Malian troops have arrived in Freetown to reinforce the
ECOMOG force. The airlifting of the Malians, along with armored vehicles and
other equipment, began Friday night and was completed on Saturday. "We are
happy that you have come to Sierra Leone as our main constraints have been
fighting men and logistics," ECOMOG Chief of Staff Brigadier-General Abubakar
Ahmadu told the Malians in a ceremony at Lungi International Airport.

RUF legal representative Omrie Golley said Saturday he had met with U.N.
Special Envoy to Sierra Leone Francis Okelo in Abidjan on how to advance the
peace process. "He has brought some proposals with him which are
constructive and which we are looking at,” Golley said. He added that the talks
began on Friday night and would continue Saturday.

Chief of Defence Staff Brig.-General Maxwell Khobe said Saturday that AFRC/
RUF rebel forces had been pushed to 12 miles from Freetown, the Associated
Press reported.
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19 February: Kamajor militamen and RUF rebels battled for control of the
diamond mining town of Tongo continued on Friday, ECOMOG sources said.
The Kamajors were said to be in control of the town, but fighting was continuing.

President Kabbah said Friday he felt that progress had been made toward
ending Sierra Leone's civil conflict. "There are countries now ready to host
peace talks between the government and the rebels, and the peace process is
definitely in progress," Kabbah told journalists at the presidential lodge. "Among
those countries ready to host the peace talks are Togo, Mali and Norway, while
the British have agreed to help provide a warship for talks between Corporal
Foday Sankoh and senior members of the RUF/AFRC." However, RUF legal
representative Omrie Golley ruled out any suggestion that RUF leaders meet
Sankoh on board a ship. "Various feelers have been put out to us — from the
British, the French, the U.S. — about using their frigates as a possible venue,"
Golley said. "We are not going to go on any ship when there is so much land
available in the sub-region." Golley indicated that progress depended on the
government's actions toward Sankoh. "The idea seems to be that they will let
Foday Sankoh meet us for a while then he will be transferred back to jail in
Freetown. If that happens, it shows the government is not really interested in
peace," he said.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Sadako Ogata, will begin
an eight-day tour of West Africa starting February 23 to take a first hand look at
the refugee situations in the region. Ogata will visit Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast
and, security permitting, Freetown, Sierra Leone. She is scheduled to meet with
heads of state and to review UNHCR operations in the field. Guinea hosts a
refugee population of almost 450,000 — about 350,000 from Sierra Leone and
120,000 from Liberia. There are an estimated 95,000 Sierra Leoneans refugees
in Liberia and an estimated 90,000 Liberian refugees in Ivory Coast.

Israeli Reserve-Lieutenant Ya'ir Klein will face trial soon on charges of supplying
weapons to the RUF, Justice Minister and Attorney-General Solomon Berewa
said on Friday. "The government has now concluded its investigations about the
activities of Klein in Sierra Leone and we will be putting him on trial shortly."
Berewa said Klein had admitted involvement in shipping arms from Ukraine and
Libya to the rebels. "Klein has provided us with maps and other details about the
rebel army bases in Sierra Leone where helicopters flew in the arms from
Liberia," he said. He displayed a faxed letter from Colombian authorities who
are seeking to extradite Klein to Colombia, where he faces charges of training
and arming the Medellin drug cartel. President Kabbah on Friday ruled out
extraditing Klein. "We will not release Ya'ir Klein until he has answered to the
crimes he has committed against this country,"” Kabbah said. Klein has denied
the charges and in an interview with Reuters television said he was arrested
when he attempted to inform authorities that the RUF was getting help from
Libya. He has also denied any involvement with the Medellin drug cartel. The
Israeli foreign ministry has said it was pursuing diplomatic efforts to secure
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Klein's release.

President Kabbah said Friday that the World Bank and International Monetary
Fund had halted all aid to Sierra Leone since the AFRC/RUF rebel attack on
Freetown January 6. Kabbah said he was disappointed that "the World Bank
and International Monetary Fund have stopped all disbursements to Sierra
Leone until the security situation has stabilised." The two agencies are
estimated to have advanced more than $50 million to Sierra Leone since the
civilian government was restored to power in March 1998.

At least 12 people are dead and dozens more missing after a crowded boat hit a
rock off Freetown and capsized. "Twelve bodies of passengers have so far been
found, but many more are missing and feared dead," a National Boat Owners
Association official said on Friday. The official could not say when the boat, the
Tamaraneh, left Freetown, but fisherman found the bodies on Thursday.
Fisherman who went to the scene managed to rescue at least seven people.
"The drowning people were screaming for help. But because our canoe was
small we only rescued seven. Two other boats rescued about 10 people, but
they were still crying for their wives and children and other relatives and friends
who had drowned," fisherman Morlai Kanu said. Freetown residents have
continued to leave the city every day, most of them bound for Guinea, fearful
that rebels who remain near the capital might mount another attack.

18 February: ECOMOG troops have driven AFRC/RUF forces from Kambia,
but fighting continues on the outskirts of town and in surrounding villages, relief
workers said on Thursday. "ECOMOG troops drove the rebels out of the center
of Kambia yesterday but they are still fighting in the outskirts of the town and in
some villages around the town," a relief worker said by radio. "Hundreds more
Guinean troops arrived in Kambia yesterday, and this morning have broken
apart the main force of the rebels in the town with heavy artillery and shells."

Heavy fighting was reported Thursday at the diamond-mining town of Tongo, in
eastern Sierra Leone. BBC correspondent Prince Brima said AFRC/RUF rebels
attacked Kamajor positions at about 2:00 a.m. "Residents fleeing the area from
surrounding villages told me that the casualty figures are high, and that the
Kamajors have the upper hand,"” Brima said. "They say that the Kamajors have
repelled the rebels to about a mile outside the town, and the road leading to
Tongo is littered with corpses. The Kamajor commander of Kenema District,
Ishmael Koroma, told me that the battle is still fierce, and more replacements of
Kamajors have been sent to that area.”

ECOMOG troops battled rebel forces for control of Segbwema on Thursday,
Deputy Defence Minister Sam Hinga Norman told the Agence France-Presse
(AFP) on Thursday. ECOMOG had announced on February 9 that it has
"liberated" Segbwema. Norman said Segbwema "which rebels have been using
as a launching pad, is now being heavily contested by both sides," adding "I will
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not be surprised if the town falls to government forces within the next few days.
Norman said that Tongo Field was "firmly in the hands of ECOMOG and its
allies." He said that Kenema was calm after heavy fighting for the town last
week. "The rebels did not even enter the township but caused terror on the
outskirts of the town. Many people fled because they wanted to secure their
lives," he said. Tens of thousands of people fled the city after last week's rebel
attack. A local journalist told the AFP that hundreds of civilians "are now
stranded between Blama and Gbenbeh with very little food and shelter."

Norway has offered to host peace talks between the government and AFRC/
RUF rebels, Sierra Leone Council of Churches President Moses Khanu said.
Khanu, who is also co-chairman of the Sierra Leone Inter-Religious Council,
disclosed the Norwegian offer during a meeting with members of parliament in
Freetown. "The Inter-Religious Council Sierra Leone is making all efforts to
mediate between the government and...rebels,"” he said. "Our institution is
waiting for both parties...so that we can confirm with the government of Norway,
who have agreed for the talks to take place in Oslo, a date and time when the
talks will start. If the plan for Norway is not acceptable by both parties, our
institution has also received an offer from the British government to make
available a British warship." Khanu said the Inter-Religious Council had not yet
been able to contact the rebels. In addition to Norway, Togo and Libya have
made public offers to host the talks.

A U.S.-chartered ship arrived in Freetown Thursday carrying the first non-
military aid supplies to reach Sierra Leone since December. The shipment from
the U.S. government included 20,000 blankets and plastic tarpaulins to provide
shelter for about 7,000 displaced persons, according to CARE official Nick
Webber. "It is a big first step, and we expect more urgently needed supplies in
the coming days and weeks," Webber said.

Liberian police raided a foreign company in Monrovia on Wednesday and
arrested eight persons, including three foreign nationals, on suspicion of
collaborating with rebel forces in Sierra Leone, Police Director Joe Tate said on
Thursday. Tate named the company as Red Deer International (RDI), and said
those arrested included the company's general manager, Richard Ratcliffe, a
British national, David McDaniel, an Australian, a Lebanese national, Liberians,
and Sierra Leoneans. He said a search of the company's offices turned up
military uniforms, communications equipment, and "sensitive documents." Tate
displayed letterheads reading "Combined RUF/Junta Forces - Republic of Sierra
Leone, Randall Street, Zone 2" and a list of military hardware. Red Deer
International, which is located on Randall Street in Monrovia, buys and exports
processed rubber and manages rubber plantations under contract. Sierra
Leonean suspect Sheikh Ahmed Komba told police in the presence of
journalists that Ratcliffe and a Liberian, Mohammed Kaba, were the "anchor
men for Liberia" for the rebels. He said another Liberian identified only as Yancy
served as the middleman between the company and the rebels, and was
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engaged in supplying food and military hardware from Liberia to the rebels. Both
Ratcliffe and Kaba denied the accusations.

European Union Commissioner for Humanitarian Affairs Emma Bonino said
Thursday that the humanitarian situation in Sierra Leone was "desperate." She
said access was limited and that most of the aid agencies had been forced to
withdraw to Conakry for security reasons. "On top of that | strongly believe that
it's only the top (sic.) of the iceberg, because we don’t know what is happening
in the country due to the fact that there is no access on at least a third of the
country. So | think that the absence on top of that of any framework for a
solution of the conflict, the situation is really dramatic,” she said. Bonino noted
that Freetown remained insecure. "Just to get there you have to cross the
rebels’ lines," she said. "So that explains everything. Unless you fly by helicopter
— but as you can imagine, a major humanitarian intervention cannot be done by
helicopter.”

Nigerian Army Spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel Sam Tella denied Thursday that
any Nigerian ECOMOG soldiers had been arrested on charges of carrying out
summary executions. United Nations Special Representative for Children and
Armed Conflict Olara Otunnu announced Wednesday that 100 ECOMOG
soldiers had been detained after ECOMOG officers acknowledged "incidents of
excess" to U.N. officials. No Nigerian soldier is being detained. They are well-
trained and have always kept strictly to the Geneva Convention," Tella said,
adding: "I am speaking for the Nigerian armed forces, | can't speak for any other
country.” Nigerian soldiers make up the majority of ECOMOG troops deployed
in Sierra Leone. Otunnu said two senior ECOMOG had acknowledged excesses
and promised swift action against anyone found guilty. "They welcome any
further evidence indicating those who have been involved and have promised to
take swift action against them," he said.

Denmark has written off loans totaling $635 million to nations described as
either a Least Developed Country (LDC) or a Highly Indebted Poor Country
(HIPC), the Inter-Press Service reported on Thursday. The countries included
whose debts have been forgiven include Sierra Leone, Angola, Ghana,
Cameroon, Senegal, Zimbabwe, Egypt, Bolivia, and Nicaragua.

17 February: Heavy fighting between Guinean ECOMOG troops and AFRC/
RUF rebels for the town of Kambia has caused thousands to flee the area, aid
workers and witnesses said on Wednesday. Reuters quoted one aid worker as
saying the death toll could number in the hundreds as the fighting continued.
"The fighting is raging as companies of Guinean mechanised infantry and
airborne battalions are fighting to push hundreds of well-armed rebels out of
Kambia," the aid worker said after fleeing to Petifu. ECOMOG officers said
Guinea was trucking in reinforcements, as the border area was strategic for its
own security. Aid workers have estimated that up to 30,000 people had fled
Kambia and surrounding villages since the attack began on Friday. Many had
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reached the towns of Gbalamuya and Pamalap, on the Guinean border, but aid
workers said tens of thousands were preparing to flee Pamalap after shells
landed there.

About 100 ECOMOG soldiers have been arrested on allegations that they
carried out summary executions of suspected rebels and collaborators in Sierra
Leone, United Nations Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict
Olara Otunnu said on Wednesday. The announcement followed a report on
human rights violations issued last week by the United Nations Military Observer
Force in Sierra Leone (UNOMSIL). The report, while blaming most of the
atrocities on AFRC/RUF rebels, accused ECOMOG soldiers of summarily
executing rebel suspects. The report's findings were rejected over the weekend
by ECOMOG spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel Chris Olukulade, but Otunnu said
ECOMOG had now acknowledged "incidents of excess" to U.N. officials. "They
have arrested about 100 of their men who are now being investigated and
interrogated,” Otunnu said. "l appeal to the leadership of ECOMOG ... to rein in
their men and to ensure that there is maximum discipline and that those who
may have committed excesses are brought to book and are punished.” Otunnu
said responsibility for "massive atrocities" rested primarily with rebel forces. "I
condemn these acts in the strongest terms," he said. Otunnu appealed to rebel
leaders to stop murdering, raping, and maiming civilians if they wanted a
political future in Sierra Leone.

The government is preparing to re-enlist 200 senior and junior officers from the
disbanded Sierra Leone Army, according to an announcement broadcast over
Radio Democracy 98.1 (state radio). The officers range in rank from colonel to
second lieutenant. The radio read out the officers' names and asked listeners
whether there were any objections.

100,000 people who fled last week's AFRC/RUF rebel attack on Kenema have
returned, but many are in desperate condition, BBC correspondent Prince Brima
reported on Wednesday. "On arriving in Kenema yesterday evening, | saw
thousands of displaced people in a desperate mood, searching for food, and
most of the aid agencies which fled the area have still not returned,” Brima said.
"Medical facilities in Kenema are deplorable, and there are no doctors at the
hospitals there. Patients who were abandoned by the doctors who fled are
dying. The death rate is high, mainly among children and the aged, because of
the outbreak of epidemic diseases coupled with hunger and starvation." Brima
guoted the commander of ECOMOG's 15th Brigade, who claimed his troops had
inflicted heavy casualties on the rebels while civilian casualties were minimal.
Shops have now reopened but prices of basic commodities have tripled, Brima
reported. He noted that the price of a gallon of petrol had increased from Le
4,000 to Le 48,000 since last week's attack.

An Xaverian missionary priest from Kambia reported missing since Friday has
been kidnapped by RUF rebels, the Italian-based Missionary Services News
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Agency (MISNA) said on Wednesday. Bishop George Biguzzi said he was
informed of Father Vittorio Mosele's abduction by displaced people whom he
met with on Tuesday in an area not far from Kambia. Father Mosele is
reportedly being held near Makeni and is unharmed, Biguzzi said.

Nigerian People's Democratic Party candidate for president General Olusegun
Obasanjo has promised to withdraw Nigerian troops from the ECOMOG force in
Sierra Leone if he is elected later this month. "I wonder what we are doing in
Sierra Leone and Liberia when Nigeria is peaceful and, after all, the nation's
wealth is being wasted,” Obasanjo said on Tuesday, adding: "The amount we
are wasting in peace-keeping in another country is enough to provide
infrastructure in this country." His rival Chief Olu Falae, who is joint presidential
candidate of the Alliance for Democracy and the All People's Party, said earlier
he would pull Nigerian troops out of Sierra Leone within a year.

16 February: More than 1,000 people in the town of Bomalu, 15 miles from the
Liberian border, are "trying to break away from rebel control and flee" to Liberia,
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Kris
Janowski said in Geneva on Tuesday. The assertion was based on reports by
ten refugees who arrived at Vahun, Liberia this week after walking four days
through the bush to escape a rebel attack on Segbwema, a town formerly held
by the Kamajors, Janowski said. "This is just a little trickle, but we're probably
seeing the tip of an iceberg of a displacement and a fear and escape problem
inside Sierra Leone," he added. Tuesday's press briefing was based on a
UNHCR press release dated February 12.

15 February: The United Nations Security Council has instructed its Military
Observer Mission in Sierra Leone (UNOMSIL) to help start a dialogue between
the government and AFRC/RUF rebels. A press release issued by U.N. Special
Envoy to Sierra Leone Francis Okelo's office in Freetown said UNOMSIL was to
report back to the Security Council by March 5. The statement said Okelo had
been engaged in negotiations with the governments of neighbouring countries in
order to stimulate efforts to address the crisis and to bring about a cease-fire so
that urgently-needed humanitarian assistance could be delivered to Sierra
Leone. The Sierra Leone government has reportedly forwarded peace
proposals to the RUF via the U.S. Embassy in Freetown, and diplomatic
sources were quoted as saying that arrangements were being made for a ship
where the parties could begin talks. Several countries have suggested in recent
days that the would be prepared to host peace talks between the government
and the rebels. State radio quoted President Kabbah as saying he hoped the
RUF would seize the opportunity for peace. "My decision as president of Sierra
Leone calling for a peaceful dialogue with the RUF is indeed a genuine one. |
hope that this time the RUF themselves will see reason and come to the table
for lasting peace," he said. One government official said the RUF was seeking a
government of national unity, but added that the government had not yet been
informed of this officially.
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The Sierra Leone government is prepared to talk to rebel leaders, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Dr. Sama Banya said Monday
evening in Paris. But he said that the rebels would first have to "lay down their
arms arm and recognise the elected government" of President Kabbah. "The
authorities in Sierra Leone have never ruled out dialogue with the rebellion," he
said. Banya, who met Sunday with French Overseas Aid Minister Charles
Josselin to request logistical assistance for ECOMOG and diplomatic support,
rules out talks in either Liberia or Burkina Faso. The two countries, he said,
were "implicated in the conflict in Sierra Leone" and were "interested above all
in the diamond mines in our country." Banya was critical of Burkinabe President
Blaise Campaore, who described the ECOMOG presence in Sierra Leone as an
"occupation force." "Mr. Compaore is ill-placed to talk about ECOMOG when he
sends mercenaries into our country,” Banya said. "He is one of those who are
sabotaging the return to peace in our country."

Kambia may have been retaken by ECOMOG forces from Port Loko, according
to a report Monday in the Italian-based Missionary Service News Agency
(MISNA), which quoted "an unofficial source close to the government.” MISNA
noted that was no independent confirmation from independent sources. RUF
rebels attacked Kambia Thursday night at 11:50 p.m., and had taken control of
the city centre and surrounding areas, the report said. "The situation however
remains extremely critical since it seems that rebel reinforcements are headed
towards the city from Makeni," MISNA said, adding that local residents were
being forced to escape in the direction of Guinea. In a subsequent report,
MISNA reported that the Catholic Mission of Kambia was looted on Friday.
MISNA added that there had been no news of Xaverian missionary priest Father
Vittorio Mosele since the day before the attack.

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has set up four emergency
food distribution centres in eastern Freetown, which was most badly affected by
fighting last month. Meanwhile, U.N. Special Envoy to Sierra Leone Francis
Okelo has held talks with neighbouring countries to bring about a cease-fire
which would allow for the distribution of humanitarian supplies, his office said.

About 1,500 Nigerian residents of Sierra Leone will be evacuated to Nigeria, the
Nigerian High Commission in Freetown said on Monday. The evacuation will
involve those who lost their property and means of livelihood in last month's
rebel invasion of Freetown. "The exercise is solely aimed at ameliorating their
losses and it does not in any way mean a total evacuation of the over 35,000
Nigerians resident in Sierra Leone," the High Commission said.

14 February: ECOMOG spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel Chris Olukolade
denied Sunday the findings of a report by the United Nations Military Observer
Force in Sierra Leone (UNOMSIL) that ECOMOG had carried out summary
executions of suspected rebels and rebel collaborators in Freetown. "The
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accusation by the United Nations published by international media is incorrect,”
Olukolade said. "(ECOMOG) "is not engaged in summary executions of
suspected rebels or rebel collaborators...We are not aware of this." The report,
while blaming rebel forces for most of the atrocities committed during the battle
for Freetown, quoted what it said were reliable witnesses who reported seeing
ECOMOG soldiers "summarily executing detainees who were allegedly either
rebels or rebel sympathisers.” According to the U.N., "Witnesses of the highest
probity state that they (ECOMOG) were present at executions," including one
case where "the killing or disposal of up to 40 bodies" had been reported at one
location. "It is reported that ECOMOG regained control of Connaught Hospital
on January 12. Well-considered witnesses allege that ECOMOG summarily
executed some 20 patients who were pointed out to them to be rebels," the U.N.
said. An Agence France Presse (AFP) reporter related on January 29 that he
had witnessed the executions of two persons by ECOMOG troops. "There are
rebels in the city. You must know that we will execute them where we find
them," he quoted one soldier as saying. The London-based human rights group
Amnesty International alleged last month that ECOMOG soldiers had killed 22
captives on Aberdeen Bridge on January 13, and that such executions were
continuing. The allegations were confirmed by BBC West Africa Correspondent
Mark Doyle. "Nigerian officers say quite openly that they shoot rebel suspects
on sight,"” Doyle reported on January 26. One Nigerian officer told me his forces
were advancing against the rebels because the Nigerian army had adopted the
rebels’ own tough guerrilla tactics, (adding) It takes a thief to catch a thief."
African Champion newspaper editor Mohammed D. Koroma reported witnessing
the summary execution of the paper's news editor, Abdulai Juma Jalloh, in
central Freetown on February 3 by an ECOMOG soldier, as detailed by the New
York-based Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ). Olukolade suggested that
Jalloh was killed by members of the Civil Defence Forces militia. "Civil Defence
forces were there...We are sorry about it but the journalist was not killed by
ECOMOG," he said. "ECOMOG soldiers are trained and are aware of the
conventions that operate in war and none of us have been mandated to execute
anyone. "We have exercised restraint in carrying out our operations even to
some extent that they amounted to serious risks on the lives of ECOMOG
soldiers." Sierra Leone's United Nations Charge d'Affaires, Foday Dabor,
described the U.N. report as inaccurate and unfair. "I am surprised and
disturbed about that report because | don't think it is very accurate," Dabor said.
"ECOMOG cannot just kill civilians as it is alleged in the report.” He said
ECOMOG had been very careful in dealing with civilians, which made it possible
for rebels to disguise themselves as civilians and attack Freetown last month.
On the allegation that ECOMOG had bombed civilian targets, Dabor said "a few
civilians may have died when ECOMOG bombed some targets, but that could
not have been deliberate."

Lungi International Airport and seaports in the capital have reopened, the
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Transport said on Saturday. "Ship owners,
importers, and shipping agencies can now resume normal commercial activities,
as security is assured,” a ministry communiqué said. Meanwhile, ECOMOG
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spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel Chris Olukolade on Saturday criticised a
statement by the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) in Abidjan
which described Freetown's port as insecure. "This is a complete falsehood and
there is no truth in it whatsoever," Olukolade said. "The port is functioning,
vessels are coming in. The ECOMOG Navy is patrolling the territorial waters of
Sierra Leone to ensure safety. In any case there is no threat on the seafront. If
the WFP has any support items for the people of Sierra Leone, it should feel to
bring it in. There is no hindrance whatsoever as claimed."

The bodies of two cabinet ministers, Minister of State for Public Affairs
Mohamed B. Sesay and Minister of State for the Northern Region Y.M. Koroma,
have been found in a shallow grave in Kissy Brook, state radio said on
Saturday, adding that "they had been murdered by the rebels.” The two had
previously been reported killed, but on Friday a statement from the president's
office suggested that they might instead have been abducted by the rebels. The
ministers were due to be buried on Saturday afternoon following separate
funeral services.

ECOMOG spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel Chris Olukolade said Saturday that a
"cordon and search" operation in Freetown would continue indefinitely. "Huge
guantities of arms and ammunitions of various types have been discovered in
addition to hundreds of suspected rebels and their alleged collaborators who are
now in the security net," he told reporters.

13 February: ECOMOG restructured its command structure on Saturday,
setting up a new garrison to protect Freetown. State radio said the new garrison,
which will be commanded by Colonel Buhari Musa, "will be primarily responsible
for the implementation of all ECOMOG security arrangements for the defence of
Freetown. ...All operation in Sierra Leone will be directly controlled from the
ECOMOG headquarters, where Brigadier-General Abubakar Ahmadu is now the
Chief of Staff." According to the announcement, the structure formerly known as
the ECOMOG Task Force in Sierra Leone (ETFSL) has been scrapped. The
change was ordered by ECOMOG commander Major-General Timothy Shelpidi,
Reuters reported, adding that the former Chief of Staff, Brigadier-General
Gabriel Kpember, would remain in command of the Nigerian contingent of
ECOMOG troops.

12 February: Continued fighting in Freetown could trigger a large-scale food
crisis in as little as three weeks, the World Food Programme (WFP) warned on
Friday. "The residents of Freetown will risk a major city-wide food crisis in just
three to five weeks if food merchants aren't able to replenish their stocks or if aid
agencies can not gain better access to the city," said WFP Regional Manager
for West Africa Paul Arés in a statement issued by the agency on Friday. The
WEFP previously thought Freetown residents could weather a food crisis for two
months, but has revised its estimates due to the poor security situation.
Sporadic fighting in the capital has exacerbated food shortages and displaced
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people from their homes, leaving them without food, water, or shelter. "If the
food supply is not improved in the next couple of weeks, we'll be seeing the
numbers of people in need of our help skyrocket," Ares said. The WFP still has
substantial stocks of food in Freetown, but Arés warned that they would not be
sufficient to feed the entire population in a major food crisis. "If the general
population can't get enough food, we could see a massive movement of people
trying to get out of the city, either into the interior or out of the country
altogether. That means that we may be faced with all the issues associated with
massive populations of displaced people and refugees. The problem will
become bigger than just providing food aid," he said.

Liberian President Charles Taylor on Thursday again denounced accusations
that his government is supporting AFRC/RUF rebels in Sierra Leone. "We
deplore these assertions which are intended to portray us as evil, to encourage
any party to bring havoc to our resurgent climate,” Taylor said in an Armed
Forces Day message read out by Defence Minister Daniel. "We perceive it to be
part of an international ploy to draw outside forces into any cross border conflict
with this nation."

Abdulai Jumah Jalloh, news editor of the African Champion newspaper, was
summarily executed on February 3 by an ECOMOG officer in central Freetown,
the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) reported on Friday. Jalloh and his
editor, Mohammed D. Koroma, were on their way to the John Love Printing
Company near State House when a Civil Defence Forces officer called Abass
saw Jalloh and "stated he resembled someone who owed him money," the CPJ
said. Abass then approached a group of ECOMOG officers and identified Jalloh
as an RUF rebel responsible for setting houses on fire in Kissy. Jalloh denied
the accusations, as did Koroma, who informed them that Jalloh was living with
him because his house in Kissy had been burned by rebels a few weeks earlier.
The ECOMOG soldiers rejected their statements of defence, saying that the
CDF officer had no reason to lie. Koroma was warned that he would be killed if
he continued to defend Jalloh. An unidentified ECOMOG officer then took Jalloh
aside and executed him at point blank range. Local journalists have been
attempting to meet with ECOMOG officers to discuss the case and to implement
measures that would prevent a repeat of such an occurrence if a journalist were
to be arrested in the future, so far without success. Koroma wrote a letter on 11
February requesting an investigation into the killing to the Sierra Leone
Association of Journalists, with copies to the ECOMOG High Command, the
Minister of Presidential Affairs, and numerous media houses in Freetown, the
CPJ statement said.

The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) also reported that freelance
journalist Munir Turay, who had been published in the independent newspaper
Punch and the state-owned Daily Mail, and had worked as a correspondent for
Sierra Leone Broadcasting Service, was killed on an unspecified date between
January 9 and 15. The circumstances of his death are unknown, but colleagues
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who attended his funeral said there were bullet holes in Turay's back, the CPJ
said.

Two government ministers who were believed to have been killed during the
rebel invasion of Freetown, Minister of State for Public Affairs Mohamed B.
Sesay and Minister of State for the Northern Region Y.M. Koroma, may instead
have been abducted, a statement from the president's office said on Friday.
"Rumours persist that they are still alive and in the hands of the rebels," the
statement said. "Government would like to take the opportunity to request the
rebels to arrange either their release or to confirm their detention. Such an
action on the part of the RUF will be regarded as an act of good faith in the light
of government's recent peace and reconciliation offer."

About 150 prisoners detained at police stations in Freetown were released after
rebels invaded Freetown on January 6, the Agence France-Presse (AFP)
reported on Friday. 102 suspects were set free from four police stations in
eastern Freetown, and 28 others were released from the Central Police Station.
50 detainees were freed from the Criminal Investigations Department, which
was subsequently burned.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said this week it
had instituted more rigorous screening of refugees arriving in Guinea in order to
screen out rebel infiltrators. Normally, the UNHCR interviews each person,
takes a picture, and creates individual files. The Guinean government, however,
as asked the UNHCR to conduct more in-depth interviews with the refugees
about the circumstances surrounding their departure. There are approximately
460,000 refugees in Guinea — 430,000 from Sierra Leone and Liberia and
about 30,000 from Guinea-Bissau. The UNHCR began conducting a more
detailed census of refugees on Wednesday.

More than 150 persons are being treated at Connaught Hospital, among them
victims of gunshot wounds, burns, amputations, and gouging out of eyes, the
Agence France-Presse (AFP) reported on Friday.

11 February: RUF rebels reached the Kenema city centre on Wednesday
before being pushed back, the Italian Missionary Service News Agency
(MISNA) reported. Chief of Defence Staff Brig.-Gen. Maxwell Khobe confirmed
that the rebels had entered Kenema for a time, but he said casualties were
minimal and that the security threat was no longer serious. ECOMOG said
Thursday that the city was now back under their control. The BBC added that
there was no independent confirmation of the claim. The latest fighting has
caused tens of thousands of refugees — as many as 50,000 by MISNA
estimates and about 60,000 according to the World Food Programme (WFP) —
to flee the city for Bo. ECOMOG troops and Kamajor militiamen are preventing
the people from reaching Bo for fear that rebels may be hiding among the
civilians. WFP spokesman Jeff Rowland said the people were massing near the
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village of Jenbeh, and expressed concern that aid agencies would not be able to
deliver food to them there. MISNA, quoting a human rights worker, said the
people were in a desperate situation.

In a BBC interview Thursday evening Chief of Defence Staff Brig.-Gen. Maxwell
Khobe said loyalist troops were in control of Kenema. "The rebels attacked from
the position of the military force [at] Kenema, they started that attack the day
before yesterday and yesterday, but today there has not been any attack on the
outskirts of Kenema," he said. Khobe said the rebel attack did not pose a
serious threat to security. "We have troops in Daru, we have in Mano Junction,
and other areas around there. So, it is a question of mustering them to clear the
rebels,"” he said. Referring to reports that up to 60,000 Kenema residents had
fled the town for Bo, but had been stopped by ECOMOG troops and Kamajor
militiamen, Khobe replied: "Well, normally when people hear gunshots they try
to move out of their houses to safety, | am not sure of the exact number. | am
aware that some people left their houses and looked for safety toward Bo.
Between Bo and Kenema, there is an ECOMOG location in a village called
Blama. If they reach there, and the troops there are strong, why don't they just
have refuge there and get back when the situation is calm? | am sure that was
why they were stopped.” Khobe said a lot of rebels had been killed in the
fighting, adding: "But our side, (the number of casualties) is very, very, very
small." Khobe told a press briefing Thursday that ECOMOG had routed the
rebels from Kenema and was now launching ambushes along the highway. "We
have therefore closed the highway and warned civilians and vehicles to hold
on," Khobe said. There has been no independent confirmation of the situation in
Kenema.

The Missionary Service News Agency (MISNA) reported Wednesday that while
Makeni remains in rebel hands, it is being constantly bombarded by ECOMOG
artillery in what MISNA described as a "massive ECOMOG offensive."

The ECOMOG force is in a standoff with AFRC/RUF rebels in the eastern part
of the Freetown peninsula, with the rebels threatening to recapture towns in the
interior, the Agence France-Presse (AFP) reported Thursday, quoting a "military
source." The AFP added that Makeni remained in rebel hands Thursday
"despite an ECOMOG announcement a week ago that the city was about to be
recaptured.” Chief of Defence Staff Brig.-Gen. Maxwell Khobe said ECOMOG
currently had troops at Kabala, Bumbuna, Port Loko, and Kambia, but that they
had not yet advanced upon the rebels. The AFP said a Ghanaian ECOMOG
contingent was based at Waterloo, which residents described as being now a
ghost town with about a quarter of the homes burned down. A Guinean
contingent which had been stationed at Waterloo has now moved further east
along the Freetown - Bo highway, the AFP report added.

Libyan leader Col. Moammar Kadhafi has renewed his invitation for President
Kabbah and RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh to hold peace talks in Libya,
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